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Lhe  Life  of  Milton  has  been  already  written  ir. 
so  many  forms,  and  with  such  minute  enquiry,  that 
I  might  perhaps  more  properly  ha\e  contented 
m\'self  with  the  addition  of  a  few  notes  to  Mr. 
Kenton's  elegant  Abridgment,  but  that  a  new  nar- 
rative was  thought  necessary  to  the  uniformity  of 
this  edition. 

JOHN'  MILTON  was  by  birth  a  gentleman, 
descended  from  the  proprietors  of  Milton,  near 
Thame,  in  Oxfordshire,  one  of  whom  forfeited  his 
estiite  in  the  times  of  York  and  Lancaster.  Which 
^idc  he  took  I  kuuw  not ;  his  descendant  inherited 
nu  veneration  for  the  White  Rose. 

His  grandFathcr,  John,  was  keeper  of  the  forcu 
of  Shoco\  er,  a  zealous  papist,  who  d'mi\VA*VuvL«\  Vv^ 

■jori  bctjij^c  he  hdd  ior.Njkcn  the  rcV\SAo^\  oV  V^ 
jiicestors, 
MJi.ioy.      VOL,  :, 
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is  Father,  John,  who  was  the  son  disinherited, 
ccourse  for  his  support  to  the  profession  of  a 
flier.  He  was  a  man  eminent  for  his  skill  in 
:,  many  of  his  compositions  being  still  to  be 
i ;  and  his  reputation  in  his  profession  was 

that  he  grew  rich,  and  retired  to  an  estate, 
ad  probably  more  than  common  literature,  as 
>n  addresses  him  in  one  of  his  most  elaborate 
I  poems.     He  married  a  gentlewoman  of  the 

of  Caston,  a  Welsh  family,  by  whom  he  had 
sons,  John  the  poet,  and  Christopher  who 
.'d  the  law,  and  adhered,  as  the  law  taught 

to  the  King's  party,  for  which  he  was  awhile 
cutcd  ;  but  having,  by  his  brother's  interest, 
ncd  permission  to  live  in  quiet,  he  supported 
:lf  so  honorably  by  chamber-practice,  that, 

after  the  accession  of  King  James,  he  was 
lied,  and  made  a  Judge  ;  but,  his  constitution 
;  too  weak  for  business,  he  retired  before  any 
mutable  compliances  became  necessary. 
c  had  likewise  a  daughter  Anne,  whom 
icd  with  a  considerable  fortune  to  Edward 
ps,  who  came  from  Shrewsbury,  and  rose  in 
.TOwn  office  to  be  secondary :  by  him  she  had 
kons,  Juhn  and  Edward,  who  were  educated 
ic  poet,  and  from  whom  is  derived  the  only 
-luic  account  of  his  domestic  manners. 
•liM,  the  poet,  was  born  in  his  father's  house, 
•  .S/>rcad-Eagle,  in  Bread-street,  Dec.  9,  1 608, 
•jii  six  und  seven  iu  lUc  moiu\i\^«    His  father 
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appears  to  have  been  very  solicitous  about  hi 
•  cation ;  for  he  was  instructed  at  first  by  pn  var;? 
tuition  under  the  care  of  Thomas  Young,  who  \va> 
[  afterwards  chaplain  to  the  English  merchants  a: 
Hamburgh,  and  of  whom  wc  have  reason  to  think 
well,  since  his  scholar  considered  him  as  worthv  of 
an  epistolary  elegy. 

He  was  then  sent  to  St.  Paul's  School,  undrr 
the  care  of  Mr.  Gill ;  and  removed,  in  the  be- 
ginning of  his  sixteenth  year,  to  Christ's  College 
in  Cambridge,  where  he  entered  a  sizar  *,  Feb.  1  ^2, 
,      1624, 

He  was  at  this  time  eminently  skilled  in  the 
f  Latin  tongue)  and  he  himself,  by  annexing  the 
i  dates  to  his  first  compositions,  a  boast  of  which  the 
Iczrntd  Poli'tian  had  given  him  an  exampK-,  sccnv^i 
to  commend  the  earliness  of  his  own  proficiency  to 
the  notice  of  posterity.  But  the  products  of  hi; 
vernal  fertility  have  been  surpassed  by  many,  m.d 
particularly  b^  his  contemporary  Cowley.  •  Of  thr 
powcn  of  the  mind  it  is  difficult  to  form  an  csri- 
matc:  many  have  excelled  Milton  in  their  Hist 
c«ays,  who  never  rose  to  works  like  Piiradise 
Lost. 
At  fifteen,  a  date  which  he  uses  till  he  is  six- 

•  la  this  assertion  Dr.  Juhawn  was  mist.ikeu.  M.iron  was 
airaiiwd  a  prnsioncr,  anii  noi  a  sizar,  as  will  appc.'.r  h\  t'u-  io\- 
J<^"*ing  extract  from  iIjc  College"  Registfr:  *'  Joh.tnti  <;  Nhltyn 
"  Lonctlrionsis,  filiu.-«  Jo  a-.nis,  iustitatus  fiiit  in  UtviAVsU-n.  V\' 
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teen,  he  translated  or  versified  two  Psalms,  114 
and  136,  which  he  thought  worthy  of  the  public 
eye ;  but  they  raise  no  great  expectations ;  they 
would  in  any  numerous  school  have  obtained  praise, 
but  not  excited  wonder. 

Many  of  his  elegies  appear  to  have  been  written 
in  his  eighteenth  year,  by  which  it  appears  ibut  he 
had  then- read  the  Roman  authors  with  very  nice 
discernment.  I  once  heard  Mr.  Hampton,  the 
translator  of  Polybius,  remark,  what  I  think  is 
true,  that  Milton  was  the  first  Englishman  who, 
after  the  revival  of  letters,  wrote  Latin  verses  with 
classic  elegance.  If  any  exceptions  can  be  made, 
they  are  very  few  ;  Haddon  and  Ascham,  the  pride 
of  Elizabeth's  reign,  however  they  have  succeeded 
in  prose,  no  sooner  attempt  verses  than  they  pro- 
voko  derision,  if  we  produced  any  thing  worthy 
of  notice  before  the  elegies  of  Milton,  it  was 
perhaps  Alabaiter's  Roxana  *. 

Of  the  exercises,  which  the  rules  of  the  Uni- 
versity required,  some  were  published  by  him  in 
his  maturer  years.  They  had  been  undoubtedly 
applauded ;  for  they  were  such  as  few  can  form  ; 
vet  there  is  reason  to  suspect  that  he  was  regarded 
in  his  college  with  no  great  fondness.  That  he  ob- 
tained no  fellowship  is  certain ;  but  the  unkindness 
with  which  he  was  treated  was  not  merely  nega« 
i/iCs      1  din  as^hamcd  to  relate  what  I  fear  is  truc^ 

♦ruWi&hcdl632.   R. 
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ihat  Milton  was  one  of  the  \m  itudmli  in  ciihcr 
univctjity  thai  siiffercd  the  public  iudignily  of  cul- 

It  vras,  in  llie  violence  of  conEioversial  hnsiltiiy, 
I  objected  to  him,  that  he  \tis  expdW  :  (hH'tie 
neidily  denicg,  and  it  was  apparently  ium  true  ;  but 
ii  Kemi  plain  &om  hit  own  venei  to  Diodati,  that 
he  bad  incurred  Raslicalim ;  a  lemponuy  dismis- 
Eion  into  tlie  countiy,  u-ith  peibapl  the  \oh  at  a 


Me  lenct  iirbi  nAai  qaara  Thamwij  tlklt  i 

Mcqae  nee  int'iAm  pairSa  dulcis  hatKl. 
Jam  nee  atundilcrum  mihl  cura  revuBre  Cii 

Nee  dadum  ictiii  me  liirit  angti  amor  — 
Ncc  duri  Ubet  uique  miaai  perferre  magistr 

Cxfeiaque  ingcnlo  non  subeiinilii  mcu. 
Si  lit  boc  ailmm  patiim  adiLtse  pcnates, 

Et  vacuum  curit  otia  grata  tcqul, 
Non  rffi  vrl  prffiigi  nonKn  nntnuTC  iccust 

Lztoa  et  ciilii  oonditlDae  fniot. 


IC! 


kinc 


)C  find  any  meaning  bul  ihii,  which  r 


and 


a  the  IC 


tint,  "  a  habitalioB  from  which  he  is  c^clnlfd  ;" 
U[  how  exiif  can  be  olheiwise  interpreted.  He  de- 
clitei  yei  mote,  that  he  ii  weary  of  endnnng  the 
ikrrali  ef  a  rigorous  master,  and  iomer/{rn<j  ctsr, 
ukick  a  leafier  Hie  Ais  cannot  nndtrga.  What  w.is 
E  tbau  ihttrat  wis  probably  ^niihment.  1'his 
poem,  which  meolioits  bis  cxilf,  pioVi^i  Ukewi':; 
il  wa«  not  perpeliisl;  for  it  concliiiV;';  ViiVl  ■■ 
I    rNoluDno  ofreiaraing  some  time  to  Cjnibnd^' 
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y  be  conjectured,  from  the  wll!ingncis 

1)  he  has  perpetuated  the  memory  oi  his 

it  its   cause  was  such  as  gave   him   no 

ok  both  the  usual  degrees ;  that  of  Batchc- 
32Sf  and  that  of  Mastec  in  1632  ;  but  lie 
university  ^^'ith  no  kindness  for  its  institu- 
iciiated  cither  by  the  injudicious  severity  of 
pernors,  or  his  own  captious  pervcrsencss. 
ius(!  cannot  be  known,  but  the  effect  appears 
.vritiugs.    His  scheme  of  education,  inscribed 
rt/ibf  supercedes  all  acacjpmical  instruction, 
intended  to  comprise  the  whole  time  which 
usually  spend  in  literature,  from  their  entrance 
grammar,  ti/i  they  proceed^  as  it  is  called^ 
ers  of  arts*     And   in   his   Discourse  on  t!u 
test  Way  to  remove  Hirelings  out  of  tie  Church 
igcnuously  proposes,  that  the  profits  of  the  land 
nted  by  the  actjor  superstitious  uses,  should  I 
ied  to  such  academics  all  over  the  land  xvhe 
uagcs  and  arts  may  be  taught  together ;  so  th 
h  may  be  at  once  brought  up^  to  a  competency 
ling  and  an  honest  trade,  by  which  means  si 
hem  as  had  the  gi/i,  being  enabled  to  supp 
selves  (without  tithes)  by  the  latter ,  may^ 
\elp  of  the  former,  becqme  worthy  preachers 
)nc  of  his  objections  to  academical  educat 
was  then  conducted,  is,  that  men  designc« 
TS  in  the  Church  were  permitted  to  act  \ 
'/^  and  unboning  their  cUrgy  limbs  to  a 
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fintic  and  dishonest  gestures  of  Trincalos  *,  /  •'//. . »;  > 
and  6awds,  prostituting  the  shame  of  that  ;.  nistry 
which  they  had^  or  were  near  having,  to  th,  rv'.< 
:f  courtiers  and  court-iadies,  their  f^rocim  and 
rnademoisetles* 

Tbis  is  sufficiently  peevish  in  a  man,  who,  wlxn 
he  mentions  his  exile  from  the  college,  relates, 
^'ith  great  luxuriance,  the  compensation  whirh  t!u> 
pleasures  of  the  theatre  afford  him.  Phiys  'At* re 
therefore  only  ciiminal  \^*hcn  they  wcic  ar ted  by 
academics. 

He  went  to  the  university  with  a  design  of  enter- 
ing into  the  church,  but  in  time  altered  his  inind  ; 
for  he  declared,  that  whoever  became  a  ( ler^ym m 
must  <  subscribe  slave,  and  take  an  oath  withal, 
'  which,  unless  he  took  with   a   con:>cienre   i!i  ii 

•  could  not  retch,  he  must  straight  perjure  himself. 
'  He  thought  it  better  to  prefer  a  bhmioless  silence 

*  before  the  office  of  speaking,  bought  and  be^un 
'  with  servitude  and  forswearing.' 

These  expressions  are,  I  find,  applied  to  t!ic 

•i'lbscription   of  the   Articles;  but  it  seems   more 

probable  that  they  relate  to  canonical  obedience. 

I  know  not  any  of  the  Articles  which  seem  m 

*hwart  his  opinions:  but  the  thoughts  of  obedience, 

whether  canonical  or  civil,  raised  his  iudiguaticMi. 

•  Bv  the  mention  of  this  name,  he  evidently  refers  t(  Ailmma- 
z*r,  jctcd  at  Cambridge,  in  I614.  Ignoramus  anti  utiur  }>!.'>  s 
^cre  performed  at  the  same  time.  The  practict-  wa.s  liicn  vv.  ry 
frequent.  The  last  dramatic  performance  at  eitlur  uuvwxsxv^ 
^-•<  The  Grateful  Fair,  vritten  by  Christopher  S\uati,  av\v\  vc 
prcxDud  at  Fembroke  CoJJegc,  Cambridge,  aboux  n  V". .    V.. 
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His  unwillingness  to  engage  in  the  ministry,  per- 
haps not  yet  advanced  to  a  settled  resolution  of  de- 
clining it,  appears  in  a  letter  to  one  of  his  friends, 
who  had  reproved  his  suspended  and  dilatory  life, 
which  he  seems  to  have  imputed  to  an  insatiable 
curiosity,  and  fantastic  luxury  of  various  knowledge. 
To  this  he  writes  a  cool  and  plausible  answer,  in 
which  he  endeavors  to  persuade  him,  that  the  delay 
proceeds  not  from  the  delights  of  desultory  study, 
but  from  the  desire  of  obtaining  more  fitness  for  his 
task ;  and  that  he  goes  on,  not  taking  thought  of 
being  late^  so  it  give  advantage  to  be  more  Jit  ^ 

When  he  left  the  university,  he  returned  to  his 
father,  then  residing  at  Horton  in  Buckinghamshire, 
with  whom  he  lived  five  years,  in  which  time  he 
is  said  to  have  read  all  the  Grecll^nd  Latin  write^rs. 
With  what  limitations  this  universality  is  to  be  un- 
derstood,  who  shall  inform  us  ? 

It  might  be  supppsed,  that  he  who  read  so  much 
should  have  done  nothing  else;  but  Milton  found 
time  to  write  the  Masque  of  Cowus.^  which  was  pre- 
sented at  Ludlow,  then  the  residence  of  the  Lord 
President  of  Wales,  in  1634  ;  and  had  the  honor 
of  being  acted  by  the  Earl  of  Bridgewater*s  sons 
and  daughter.  The  fiction  is  derive^  from  Homer's 
Circe* ;  but  we  never  can  refuse  to  any  modem 
the  liberty  of  borrowing  from  Homer : 

■  a  quo  ecu  fontc  pcrenni 

Vatum  Piertis  ora  rigantur  aquis. 

*//  Jias  nevertheless  its  foundation  \n  tcaUty.    Tl«i  carl  ot 
^rij^CM-aicr  being  President  of  W ales  \ti  \ivc  ^cw  \<3S:^,  W'iX^^ 
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IS  nckt  pniauciion  viai  Lyddai,  an  iie^v  u'rir. 
n  1&37,  on  ihc  dcaili  of  Mr.  King,  (iir  sun 
of  Sii  John  King,  (ECreliiy  for  Ircliad,  m  ilic  tinio 
uF Elizabeth,  James,  and  Charlei.  King  »<!''  much 
a  r^vciiiie  at  Catnbiidge,  and  many  of  ibc  y/m  juiiirrl 
'0  do  bouot  lo  hii  mctnory.  Millun't  acquLiiiil.incc 
vith  the  Ilaliaii  writers  may  be  dlurovcitd  liy  a 
mninte  af  longer  and  shorter  verses,  accordin^^  (o 
[lie  nilc]  of  I'uican  poetry,  and  hit  maligiiii)  tu 
il«  Church  by  some  lines  which  arc  inicrprcicd  ,na 
ikrraieniiig  its  cxicnnination. 

He  ii  supposed  about  this  timt  to  have  urlticn 
bii  Artades ;  for  wlitlc  he  lived  at  Honon  lie  uwd 

mrincc  It  Ludlov-euUc,  in  ShroiwhiR,  it  wl.n'h  ump  lurd 
IndLlf  aiid  Ur.  Feenon.  bidiimi,  uiil  tadj  AUrx  i  ^r  ii^.n,  h\i 
'liii^tFr,  pawnE iKnnicn I pU« caUcd ll*c  I1;ivk'i'0'I  ih.'|.si.  or 
■bjmxf  'n  HeretDtitiMn,  wen  henlfbted,  mil  ihr  IjJi  I.t  a 

■ki-u — 1 'Sii KoiileBl bn«g  Mined  lo Ihcir  (aihii  upon 

.  -.  - jicuile,  HlU(ifi,it  ibereilucit  of  ini  fiicnd 

lltwj  Li«i,  »bo  laottn  mmfc  i*  (be  KuBllK>*r>'>'  '*'"  mMquc- 

tvubmben,  ibejsuntlidjF,  ud  Laires  UmtclT,  tejilcc  caiih 
1  f«t\a  ihe  RBraeiuuiiia. 

Tba  Mr  Alice  £;enoii  becuM  ■flermidi  ihe  wii^-  of  ilir 
till  of  Catbun-,  irbo,  il  hta  wit  cjlled  GMden-Eioii-,  m  Tjrr- 
■wtmiliSn,  UdWKd  Dr.  itraay  Tiflot  tn  iWiimL-  ui  die 
UwpAlwii.  AflUHit IbedDcior^in-AdiuiaaiieQalifi'il'^iili.'ii 
"tncb  tiec  ehiticier  (•  ttmlj  ponrifed.  tieribifr,  udy  Miiy, 
n>(tTeD(aniuri)ge(okicd  Unbennf  Charbury. 

Kcitwithiundliit  Dr.  Johnioii'i  MKnicni,  tbu  ihe  il>-iioti  i^ 

■luiriKl  rroin  asmr^iClnie,  hiiiiirtwcoa^niRid,  ih.iiiL  iims 

nibci  UkcB  hoia  Oie  Qomiuottrfciiatalanaa,  \a  whicli, 

uxfetila  lc<Ura  of  a  dnun,  the  ehancienef  Cimiii  ind  liid 

nuidigu  ue  deUiuled,  and  the  deUtlitt  (i<a«isu.iiistt  en. 

|»cd4ndreptobucd.  ThiitiltlcuiclwupublidKdijLLuuvain 

-  16(1,  iDd  ifWrwardi  ■!  Diford  fn  1634,  the  vcrv  yen  in 

id  HllBHi'i  Comui  waBWtinen.    H. 

lUiDD  tvidnBOf  WIS  indemed  to  the  Old  Jfnti  Talc  o 

tfrfieJetii-aejiUBiit Caama.    B. 
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sometimes  to  steal  from  his  studies  a  few  days; 
which  he  spent  at  Harefield,  the  house  of  the  coun- 
tess dowager  of  Derby,  where  the  Arcades  made 
part  of  a  dramatic  entertainment. 

He  hegan  now  to  grow  weary  of  the  country  : 
and  had  some  purpose  of  taking  chambers  in  the 
Inns  of  Court,  when  the  death  of  his  mother  set 
him  at  liberty  to  travel,  for  which  he  obtained  his 
father's  consent,  and  Sir  Henry  Wotton's  direc- 
tions, with  the  celebrated  precept  of  prudence, 
i  pensUri  strettt,  ed  il  viso  sciolto ;  *  thoughts  close, 

•  and  looks  loose.* 

In  1638  he  left  England,  and  went  first  to  Paris  ; 
where,  by  the  favor  of  Lord  Scudamore,  he  had  the 
opportunity  of  visiting  Groiius,  tlien  residing  at  the 
French  court  as  ambassador  from  Christina  of  Swe- 
den. From  PariS'  he  hasted  into  Italy,  of  which 
he  had  with  particular  diligence  studied  the  lan- 
guage and  literature ;  and  though  he  seems  to  have 
intended  a  very  quick  perambulation  of  the  coun- 
try, Staid  two  tnonihs  at  Florence  ;  where  he  found 
his  way  into  the  academies,  and  produced  his  com- 
positions with  such  applause  as  appears  to  have  ex- 
alted him  in  his  own  opinion,  and  confirmed  him 
in  the   hope,    that,  '  by  labor  and  intense  study, 

*  which,'  says  he,  *  I  take  to  be  my  portion  in  this 
'  life,  joined  with  a  strong  propensity  of  nature,* 
he  might   *  leave    something   so  written    to  after-. 

f  (jmcsy  'an  they  should  not  willingly  let  it  die* 
7/  appears  in  all  his  WfUll^^'i,  xVv^V  ^v'i  V^'i  vW 


LIFE    OF    MILTOK.  l.i 

usual  concomitant  of  great  abilities,  a  lofty  aiul 
steady  confidence  in  himself,  perhaps  not  without 
some  contempt  of  others;  for  scarcely  any  man 
ever  wrote  so  much,  and  praised  so  few.  Of  his 
praise  he  was  very  frugal :  as  he  set  its  value  hi>;h, 
and  considered  his  mention  of  a  name  as  a  secuiity 
against  the  waste  of  time,  and  a  certain  prcscrva- 
tion  from  oblivion. 

At  Florence  he  could  not  indeed  complain  that 
bis  merit  wanted  distinction.  Carlo  Datl  prc^entcil 
him  with  an  aicomiastic  inscription,  in  the  tumid 
lapidary  style ;  and  Francini  wrote  him  an  ode,  ol 
which  the  first  stanza  is  only  empty  noise ;  the  rest 
arc  perhaps  too  diffuse  on  common  topics  :  but  th(* 
last  is  natural  and  beautiful. 

From  Florence  he  went  to  Sienna,  and  t'roni 
Sienna  to  Rome,  where  he  was  again  received  with. 
kindness  by  the  Lcanied  and  the  Great.  Ih^lsic- 
niu5,  the  keeper  of  the  Vatican  Library,  who  had 
resided  three  years  at  Oxford,  introduced  him  to 
Cardinal  Barbcrini :  and  he,  at  a  musical  euif :  - 
tainment,  waited  for  him  at  the  door,  and  \(m1  Wnn 
by  the  hand  into  the  assembly.  Here  Sc!viicja,i 
praised  him  in  a  distich,  and  Salsilla  in  a  tetiauic  : 
neither  of  them  of  much  value.  Tlie  Italians 
vcre  gainers  by  this  literary  commerce;  for  tlic 
^encomiums  with  which  Milton  repaid  Salsi Hi, though 
not  secure  against  a  stern  grammarian,  turn  the 
balance  indisputably  in  Milton's  favor. 
Of  these  Italic  testimonies,  poor  as  i\\c\  v\x 
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he  was  proud  enough  to  publish  them  before  his 
poems ;  though  he  says^  he  cannot  be  suspected  but 
to  have  known  that  they  were  said  non  tarn  de  sc, 
quant  supra  se. 

At  Rome,  as  at  Florence,  he  staid  only  two 
months ;  a  time  indeed  sufficient,  if  he  desired  only 
to  ramble  with  an  explainer  of  its  antiquities,  or  to 
view  palaces  and  count  pictures ;  but  certainly  too 
short  for  the  contemplation  of  learning,  policy,  or 
manners. 

From  Rome  he  passed  on  to  Naples,  in  company 
of  a  hermit,  a  companion  from  whom  little  could 
be  expected;  yet  to  him  Milton  owed  his  intro- 
ducfTon  to  Manso  marquis  of  Villa,  who  had  been 
before  the  patron  of  Tasso.  Manso  was  enough 
delighted  with  his  accomplishments  to  honor  him 
with  a  sorry  distich,  in  which'  he  commends  him 
for  every  thing  but  his  religion:  and  Milton,  in 
return,  addressed  him  in  a  Latin  poem,  which  must 
have  raised  an  high  opinion  of  English  elegance 
and  literature. 

His  purpose  was  now  to  have  visited  Sicily  and 
Greece  ;  but,  hearing  of  the  differences  between 
the  king  and  parliament,  he  thought  it  proper  tc^ 
hasten  home,  rather  than  pass  his  life  in  foreign 
amusements  while  his  countrymen  were  contend- 
ing for  their  rights.  He  therefore  came  back  to 
Rome,  though  the  merchants  informed  hitn  o£ 
plots  hid  against  him  by  the  Jesuits,  for  the  liberty 
of  his  conversations  on  re\\^\ou*    Wr  V-iA.  ^'w=.e 
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cnoogh  to  judge  that  theft  was  no  danger,  and 

therefofc  kept  on  his  way,  and  acted  as  bcfurc,  nei- 

ther  obtruding  nor  shunning  controversy.     He  had 

perhaps  given  some  offence  by  visiting  Galileo,  then 

a  prisoner  in  the  inquisition  for  philosophical  he-> 

resy ;  and  at  Naples  he  was  told  by  Manso,  that, 

by  his  declarations  on  religious  questions,  he  had 

excluded  himself  from  some  distinctions  which  he 

should  otherwise  have  paid  him.     But  such  con* 

duct,  though  it  did  not  please,  was  yet  sufhcicntly 

sale,  and  Milton  staid  two  months  more  at  Rome, 

nd  went  on  to  Florence  without  molestation. 

From  Florence  he  visited  Lucca.  He  afterward > 
went  to  Venice;  and,  having  sent  away  a  collet - 
tion  of  music  aiui  other  books,  travelled  to  Cu  nc\  a, 
which  he  probably  considered  as  the  metropolis  of 
Orthodoxy. 

Here  he  reposed,  as  in  a  congenial  elcmcnr,  arJ 
became  acquainted  with  John  Diodati  and  Frederick 
Spanbeim,  two  learned  professors  of  Divinity. 
From  Geneva  he  passed  through  France  ;  and 
came  home,  after  an  absence  of  a  year  and  tlircc 
months. 

At  his  return  he  heard  of  the  death  of  hi<;  friend 
Charles  Diodati;  a  man  whom  it  is  reasonable  to 
suppose  of  great  merit,  since  he  was  thought  by 
Milton  worthy  of  a  poem,  intituled,  Epitaphiim 
DamoniSf  written  with  the  common  but  childish 
imiutton  of  pastoral  life, 

He  now  hired  a  lodging  at  the  house  o^  oii 


18  LIFE    OF    MILTON. 

Russel,  a  tailori  in  St.  Bride's  Church-yardi  and 
undertook  the  education  of  John  and  £dward  Phi- 
lips, his  sister's  sons.  Finding  his  rooms  too  little, 
he  took  a  house  and  garden  in  Aldersgate-street  *, 
which  was  not  then  so  much  out  of  the  world  as  it 
is  now ;  and  chose  his  dwelling  at  the  upper  end 
of  a  passage,  that  he  might  avoid  the  noise  of  the 
street.  Here  he  received  more  hoys,  to  be  boarded 
and  instructed. 

Let  not  our  veneration  for  Milton  forbid  us  to 
look  with  some  degree  of  merriment  on  great  pro- 
mises and  small  performance,  on  the  man  who 
hastens  home,  because  his  countrymen  are  contend- 
ing for  their  liberty,  and,  when  he  reaches  the  scene 
of  action,  vapors  away  his  patriotism  in  a  private 
boarding-school.  This  is  the  period  of  his  life 
from  which  all  his  biographers  seem  inclined  to 
shrink.  They  are  unwilling  that  Milton  should 
be  degraded  to  a  school-master ;  but  since  it  cannot 
be  denied  that  he  taught  boys,  one  finds  out  that 
he  taught  for  nothing,  and  another  that  his  motive 
Was  only  zeal  for  the  propagation  of  learning  and 
virtue ;  and  all  tell  what  they  do  not  know  to  be 

•  This  is  inaccurateljr  expressed :  Philips^  and  Dr.  Newton 
after  him,  sav  asarden-house,  i.  e.  a  house  situate  in  a  garden, 
aud  of  wh'u-.n  there  were,  especially  in  the  north  suburbs  of 
London,  very  many,  if  nut  few  else.    The  term  is  technical, 
and  frequently  occurs  in  the  Athcn.  and  Fast.  Oxon.  The  mean- 
ing thereof  may  be  coHccted  from  the  arricle  Thonris  Farnabi', 
the  tamouM  schoolmaster,  of  whom  thcauthoraays,  that  he  taught 
7/1  Goldsmith's  Rents,  in  Cripplegate  parish,  behind  Redcross- 
A-trcc't,whcrc  were  large  gardens andhAudsomeYvoviuta.  MiLion's 
house  in  -/i-nifi-anecr,  v  as  also  a  5aTde\\-Viou"!se,a,s  >N\:Tt  xw^i^t 
TJio^t  ct  hifi  (iwcil'wi ^  al !er  his  scUlcmrtw  V* "LovAw,    W. 


iwc,  only  lo  excQst  an  act  whicfa  no  wise  m.m  v.  ill 
tODiidtr  as  in  iiirif  diiguccful.  Hii  faihir  «j. 
•live ;  bii  allowance  WM  not  ample  ;  md  he  \.ip- 
plitd  in  deficiencies  by  an  bonftt  and  useful  cm- 

it  ii  lold,  that  in  the  an  of  eduMlion  hi'  ]icr- 
hfmcc!  wanden  ;  and  a  formidablE  till  is  giicii  of 
■he  amhan,  Greek  and  Latin,  ttiat  weic  c^^d  ir. 
Aldersgaie-iireet,  liy  yomh  between  tea  auil  FTk  tn 
It  sixteen  years  of  age.  Those  who  tell  or  receive 
ibcse  stories  should  consider  that  nobody  can  be 
iMght  foster  than  he  can  leant.  The  ipecd  nf  ihr 
honeman  must  be  limited  by  (he  power  of  hU 
hone.  Evety  man,  that  has  ever  undertaken  ti 
tnstrtjci  others,  can  tell  what  slow  advances  lie  lus 
btcn  able  lo  jnakc,  and  how  miith  patience  it  re- 
hires (o  recal  vagrant  inaitemioti,  lo  siiiiri!.ii? 
■higlpsh  indilftitncL',  and  lo  rcciify  absurd  mis^ip- 
piehension. 

Tbe  purpose  of  Milton,  ai  it  leeini,  Wat  in  tc^^h 
something  more  solid  ihan  the  common  literature 
fi  Schools,  by  reading  those  nuthon  that  irc^i  uf 
pijHcal  nibjecti;  such  as  the  Georgic,  -md  nsim- 

Kfccme  of  improvement  which  sCdns  to  haic  tiii- 
Wd  many  literary  projectors  of  that  age.  Cowk-i', 
*l!o  had  mere  means  than  Milton  of  knoviiij;  Mhni 
*a>*-anting  to  the  emhellishmcnts  of  lilV,  f(>imi:OL 
ihc  ii-jme  pbn  of  educuiion  in  hii  itna^\iio.\%  Co^ 

a  a 
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But  the  truth  ii,  that  the  knowledge  of  external' 
nature,  and  the  sciences  which  that  knowledge  re* 
quires  or  includes,  ve  not  the  great  or  the  frequent 
business  of  the  human  mind.  Whether  we  pro* 
vide  for  action  or  conversadon,  whether  we  wish 
to  be  useful  or  pleasing,  the  first  requisite  is  the 
religious  and  moral  knowledge  of  right  and  wrong  j 
the  next  is  au  acquaintance  with  the  history  of 
mankind,  and  with  those  es^amples  which  may  be 
said  to  embody  truth,  and  prove  by  events  the  rea- 
sonableness of  opinions.  Prudence  and  Justice  are 
virtues  and  excellencies  of  all  times  and  of  all  places  ; 
•  we  are  perpetually  moralists,  but  we  are  geometri- 
cians only  by  chance*  Our  intercourse  with  in« 
tellectual  nature  is  necessary;  ouf  speculations  upon 
matter  are  voluntary,  and  at  leisure.  Physiolo* 
gical  learning,  b  of  such  rare  emergence,  that  one 
man  may  know  another  half  his  life  without  being 
able  to  estimate  his  skill  in  hydrostatics  or  astro* 
nomy ;  but  his  moral  and  prudential  character  im^ 
mediately  appears. 

Those  authors,  therefore,  are  to  be  read  ai 
schools,  that  supply  most  axioms  of  prwiencer  most 
principles  of  moral  truth,  and  most  materials  for 
conveisation ;  and  these  purposes  are  best  served  bf 
poets,  orators,  and  historians. 

Let  me  not  be  censured  for  thU  digression  as 

pedantic  or  paradoxical ;  for,  if  I  have  l^iUon  against 

J^ic,  I  have  Socraten  at  my  side.     It  was  his  labor 

fo  tifi^ti  philosophy  from  tlie  Uud^  o\  raiMt^ A"^ 
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speculations  upon  life  ;  but  the  innovators  \v':cni  I 
appose  arc  turning  off  atteniiun  from  life  to  imi.;!-.  . 
They  jccm  to  think,  that  wc  arc  place ti  hew  to 
watch  th:  growth  of  plants,  or  the  motior^s  o'  tl.c 
stars.  Socrates  was  rather  of  opinion,  tli.it  u!iul 
we  had  to  leurn  was,  how  to  do  good,  and  aM  id 
evil, 

Or.i  TBt  h  fAiydfOict  KXKovr*  ayx66yls  ririy.ixi. 

Of  iofititutions  we  may  judge  by  their  t.  {f^ -^  :s 
Irom  this  wonder-working  academy,  I  do  not  L:.  >  v 
that  there  ever  proceeded  any  man  very  cir.ip.vMii 
for  knowledge  :  its  only  genuine  product,  I  bthcvc, 
"  a  sm^ll  History  of  Poetry,  written  in  Lrtin  b\ 
his  npphew  Philips,  of  which  perhaps  none  ot  my 
readers  has  ever  heard*. 

That  in  his  school,  ai  in  ever)-  thing  th^  v.IjIl  I: 
he  undertook,  he  labored  with  great  dili^'uc, 
'here  is  no  reason  for  doubting.  One  part  oi  h'< 
fflcihod  deserves  general  imitation.  He  wn".  v\nc*. 
ful  to  instruct  his  scholars  in  relij^ion.  l.vnv 
Sunday  was  spent  upon  theology ;  of  which  !.. 
<3ictatcd a  short  system,  gathered  from  the  wriurs 
that  were  then  fashionable  in  the  Dutch  univcr^ 
sities. 

I  '  '  We  may  be  sure  at  least,  t'»at  Dr.  Johnson  had  ntnrr  f.^' 
ibebcok  he  speaks  of  j  for  it  is  entirely  coniposctt  m  h  ui;;i>-   . 
'though  its  title  begins  with  two  Latin  word?,  *ThvMir  i:n  So. 
'tjrumi  or,  A   com])lcte  Collection  of  the  Poets,  N:c;  a  v;\\^ 
'cumstance  that  pwbabJy  misled  the  l,Wgrap\\ex  o^  WAv^'"" 
^wopean  Magtainc,  Jwie  17a7,  p.  3S^.     R. 

B    3 
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He  set  his  pupils  an  example  of  hard  study  ai 
spare  diet ;  only  now  and  then  he  allowed  himse 
to  pass  a  day  of  festivity  and  indulgence  with  son 
gay  gentlemen  of  Gray*s  Inn. 

He  now  began  to  engage  in  the  controversies 
the  times,  and  lent  his  breath  to  blow  the  flames 
contention.     In   1641  he  published  a  treatise 
Reformation^  in  two  books,  against  the  establish 
Church ;  being  willing  ta  help  the  Puritans,  w! 
were,  he  says,  inferior  to  iht  Prelates  in  learning 

Hall,  bishop  of  Norwich,,  had  published 
Humble  Remonstrance^  in  defence  of  Episcopacy  j 
which,  in  J 641,  five  ministers*,  of  whose  nam 
the  first  letters  made  the  celebrated  word  Smectyi 
nuuSf  gave  their  Answer,  Of  this  Answer  a  Co 
futation  was  attempted  by  the  learned  Usher',  a 
to  the  Confutation  Milton  published  a  reply,  i 
tituled,  Of  Prelatical  Episcopacy,  and  whether 
may  be  deduced  from  the  Apostolical  Times,  by  virt 
if  those  testimonies  which  are  alledged  to  that  pu 
pose  in  some  iate  treatises,  one  whereof  goes  und 
the  name  of  James  Lord  Bishop  of  Armagh. 

I  have  transcribed  this  title  to  shew,  by  his  co 
temptuous  mention  of  Usher,  that  he  had  no 
adopted  the  puritanical  savageness  of  manners,  h 
next  work  was,  The  Reason  of  Church  Governmt 
urged  against  Prelacy ^  by  Mr.  John  Milton,  164 
In  this  book  he  discovers,  not  with  ostentatio 

*steplien  Marshall,  Edmund  Calaray.ThomM  Young,  Matth 
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txakiiioDf  bat  vi'iih  calm  confidence,  his  Iii-i:  r  pi- 
TJion  of  his  own  powen  ;  and  promises  to  n.uiti- 
take  something,  he  yet  knows  not  what,  th:a  r.\.\v 
t-c  of  use  and  honor  to  his  country.  •  Th;^,"  s.jys 
i^e,  *  is  not  to  he  i^btaincd  but  by  dc\'out  }.ia\\T 
'to  that  Eternal  Spirit  that  can  enrich   witii   ;ill 

*  utterance  and  knowledge,  and  sends  out  his  Scia- 
'pliim  with  the  hallowed  fire  of  his  altar,  to  loucli 
'and  purify  the  lips  of  whom  he   pleaso.      Jo 

*  this  must  be  added,  industrious  and  select  icn-.- 
'  ing,  steady  observation,  aad  insight  into  all  :>c<'iiiiy 

*  ^nd  generous  arts  and  afiairs ;  till  which  in  souh- 
'measure  be  compast,  I  refuse  not  to  sustain  thi^ 

*  expectation.'  From  a  promise  like  this,  at  oiu  c 
fervid,  pious,  and  rational,  might  be  expected  ih: 
Paradise  I^st. 

He  published  the  same  year  two  nion  y,v.\\- 
phlcts,  upon  the  same  question.  To  otic  (ji  ins 
antagonists,  who  affirms  that  he  was  zomited  out  r/ 
^''f  university,  he  answers,  in  general  terms;  '  1  J.j 

*  Fellows  of  the  College  wherein  I  spei;t  sv)inc 
'years,  at  my  parting,  after  I  had  taken  I'.vo  d.- 
'grees,  as  the  manner  is,  signified  many  tinui  hpv.- 

*  much  better  it  would  content  that  I  should  >! .  . 
* ' — As  for  the  common  approbation  or  d:slike  oi 
'  that  place,  as  now  it  is,  that  I  should  esteem  or 
'  disesteem  myself  the  more  for  that,  too  simple  is 

*  the  answerer,  if  he  think  to  obtain  with  me.    (^i' 

*  small  practice  were  the  physician  who  cov\ld  wc^x 

^  Mgc,  hy  what  she  and  her  sister  have   o^  ^^^^^ 
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vomited,   that  the  worscr  stuff  she  strongly 

in  her  stomach,  but  the  better  she  is  ever 
:ig  at,  and  is  queasy ;  she  vomits  now  out 
kness  ;  but  before  it  will  be  well  with  her, 
Tjst  vomit  with  strong  physic.  The  uni- 
y,  in  the  time  of  her  better  health,  and  my 
Tcr  judgement,  I  never  greatly  admired,  but 
(uuch  less.* 
t  is  surely  the  language  of  a  man  who  thinks 

has  been  injured.    He  proceeds  to  describe' 
.irse   of  his    conduct,    and  the  train  of  his 
ts ;   and,   because  he  has  been  suspected  of 
ncnce,  gives  an  account  of  his  own  purity: 

if  I  be  justly  charged,'  says  he,   *  with  this 
',  it  may  come  upon  me  with  tenfold  shame.' 

style  of  his  piece  is  rough,  and  such  per- 
as  that  of  his  antagonist.^  This  roughness 
ifics,  by  great  examples,  in  a  long  digression. 
mes  he  tries  to  be  humorous:  *  Lest  I 
d  take  him  for  some  chaplain  in  hand,  some 
:  of  the  body  to  his  prelate,  one  who  serves 
It  the  altar  only  but  at  the  Court-cupboard, 
ill  bestow  on  us  a  pretty  model  of  himself; 
ets  me  out  fialf  a  dozen  ptisical  mottoes, 
ever  he  had  thejn,  hopping  short  in  the  raca- 
of  convulsion  fits  ;  in  which  labor  the  agony 
IS  wit  having  scaped  narrowly,  instead  of 
sized  periods,  he  greets  us  with  a  quantity 
lumb-ring  posies. — And  thus  ends  this  sec- 
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)versial  merriment  of  Milton;  his  gloomy 
siicss  is  yet  more  offensive.  Such  is  his  ma- 
',  tAat  hell  grows  darker  at  hisjrown. 

father,  after  Reading  was  taken  by  Ess^x, 
to  reside  in  his  house ;  and  his  school  in- 
i.  At  Whitsuntide,  in  his  thirty-fifth  year, 
rricd  Mary,  the  daughter  of  Mr.  Powd,  a 
of  the  peace  in  Oxfordshire.  He  brought 
town  with  him,  and  expected  all  the  ad- 
cs  of  a  conjugal  life.  The  lady,  however, 
not  much  to  have  delighted  in  pleasures  of 
liet  and  hard  study ;  for,  as  Philips  relates, 
ig  for  a  month  led  a  philosophic  life,  after 
ig  been  used  at  home  to  a  great  house,  and 
1  company  and  joviality,  Jier  friends,  possibly 
:r  own  desire,  made  earnest  suit  to  have  her 
)any  the  remaining  part  of  the  summer; 
h  was  granted,  upon  a  promise  of  her  return 
ichaelmas.' 

ton  was  too  busy  to  much  miss  his  wife  :  he 
d  his  studies;  and  now  and  then  visited  the 
Vlargaret  Leigh,  whom  he  has  mentioned  in 

his  sonnets.  At  last  Michaelmas  arrived  ; 
e  Lady  had  no  inclination  to  return  to  the 

gloom  of  her  husband's  habitation,  and 
»rc  very  willingly  forgot  her  promise.  lie 
IT  a  letter,  but  had  no  answer  ;  he  sent  more 
le  same  success.  It  could  be  alledgcd  that 
miscarry;   he  therefore  dispatched  a   mt^- 

bcj/j^  by  this  time  too  angry  lo  go  U\vxv^^\^ 
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His  messenger  was  sent  back  with  some  co 
The  family  of  the  hzdy  were  Cavaliers. 

In  a  man  whose  opinion  of  his  own  m 
like  Milton*s,  less  provocation  than  this  mi^ 
raised  violent  resentment.  Milton  soon  d'jt 
to  repudiate  her  for  disobedience  ;  and,  be 
of  those  who  could  easily  find  arguments  ti 
inclination,  published  (in  1644)  TAe  Doct 
Discipline  of  Divorce  \  which  was  followec 
Judgement  of  Martin  Bucery  concerning  1 
and  the  ne^t  year,  his  Tetrachordon,  Ex 
upon  the  four  chief  Places  of  Scripture  zvhi 
of  Marriage, 

I'his  innovation  was  opposed,   as  migh 
pected,  by  the  clergy,  who,  then  holding 
mous  assembly  at  Westminster,  procured 
author  should  be  called  before  the  Lord! 

*  that  House,'  says  Wood,  •  whether  appro 

*  doctrine,   or  not  favoring  his  accusers,   < 

*  dismiss  him.* 

'I'herc  seems  not  to  have  been  muc^ 
against  him,  nor  any  thing  by  any  writer 
nencc.  The  antagonist  that  appeared  is  s 
him,  a  Serving  Man  turned  Solicitor, 
his  Letters,  mentions  the  new  doctrine  w 
tempt';  and  it  was,  I  suppose,  lhoi;ght  m 
thy  of  (Ifrislon  than  of  confutation.  He  C( 
of  this  neglect  in  two  soimcts,  of  which  tl 
{'on.'cmp'i'iMcf  ^n*l  the  second  not  excellen 
J"  J  am  this  time  ft  is  obsorvc(\  \\\Ar  \\c:\v 
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enemy  to  the  Presbyterians,  \ihom  he  had  favoied 
before.  He  that  changes  his  party  by  his  hmnor 
is  not  more  virtuous  than  he  that  changes  it  by  ln> 
interest;  he  loves  himself  rather  than  truth. 

His  wife  and  her  relations  now  found  that  Mil- 
ton was  not  an  unresisting  sufferer  of  injuries ;  and 
perceiving  that  he  had  begun  to  put  his  doctiiix- 
in  practice,  hy  courting  a  young  woman  of  gicat 
accomplishments,  the  daughter  of  one  Doc  to  t 
Davis,  vho  was  however  not  ready  to  comply, 
they  resolved  to  endeavor  a  re-union,  lie  wo.t 
sometimes  to  the  house  of  one  Blackborough,  his 
relation,  in  the  lane  of  St.  Martin's-lc-Grai.d, 
and  at  one  of  his  usual  visits  was  surprised  tu  scc 
liis  wife  come  from  another  room,  and  impicjr"  \ov- 
givcncss  on  her  knees.  He  resisted  her  iiitu.un.> 
for  a  while:  *  but  partly,'  says  Philips,  *  lii^  own 
'generous  nature,  more  inclinable  to  rcconcilhri.-i 
'than  to  perseverance  in  anger  or  revenge  aiiJ 
'partly  the  strong  intercession  of  friends  on  h-o\]\ 
'sides,  soon  brought  him  to  an  act  of  oblivion  ai.i 
'  a  firm  league  of  peace.'  It  were  injurious  i<> 
omii,  that  Milton  afterwards  received  her  failui 
and  her  brothers  in  his  own  house,  when  th^y  va  u- 
distressed,  with  other  Royalists. 

He  published  about  the  same  time  his  Ard'jj- 
giticOi  O'  Speech  of  Mr.  John  Milton  yi^r  t/ir  Ii\'  my 
ffunlictnsed  Printing.     The  danger  of  such  -av. 
oundcd  liberty,    and    the  danger  of  bouwdvv.^  w, 
are  produced  a  problem  in  the  scicticc  ol  Goxcw. 
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:h  human  understanding  seems  hithei 
solve.     If  nothing  may  be  published  b 
.  authority  shall  have  previoasly  approvt 
iust  always  be  the  standard  of  truth ; 
'earner  of  innovations  may  propagate  1 
,  there  can  be   no   settlement;  if  ev< 
;er  at  government  may  diffuse  disconte 
an  be  no  peace;  and  if  every  sceptic 
^  may  teach  his  follies,  there  can  be 
/n.    The  remedy  against  these  evils  is  to  f 
be  authors ;  for  it  is  yet  allowed  that  eve 
:y  may  punish,  though  not  prevent,  the  pi 
.on  of  opinions,  which  that  society  shall  th' 
licious ;  but  this  punishment,  though  it  i 
•h  the  author,  promotes  the  book ;  and  it  sc 
more  reasonable  to  leave  the  right  of  prii 
estrained  because  writers  may  be  aftcrwardf 
:d,   than  it  woiild  be  to  sleep  with  door 
ted,  because  by  our  laws  we  can  hang  a  tb 
3ut  whatever  were  his  engagements,  civil 
(tic,  poetry  was  never  long  out  of  his  thoi 
\bout   this   time  (1645)   a  collection 
in  and  English  poems  appeared,  in  w! 
igro  and  PenserosOy  with  some  others,  v 
•lished. 

Hie  had  taken  a  larger  house  in  Barbie: 
option  of  scholars ;  but  the  numerous 
his  wife,  to  whom  he  generously  grar 
a  while,  occupied  his  rooms.      In  t 
,  they  went  away  *,  *  a^d  \,\\<i  Vvow^c 


Philips,  '  now  looked  like  a  home  of  ihc  Mutct 
'  soly,  thougb  the  accession  of  scholars  Vi-ji  not 
'  pcit.  Foslibly  his  having  proceeded  sn  far  in 
'  llie  educslion  of  youlh  may  have  been  the  occa- 
'  tion  of  his  adversaries  c^liog  him  pedagogue  and 
'Kkool-maii'er;  whereas  it  ii  well  knovm  hencv^r 
'  tei  ap  for  a  public  ichool,  to  leach  all  tli?  young 
'  ty  of  a  parish:  bui  only  was  villtng  toimpati  his 
'  Uiming  and  knowledge  lo  his  relations,  anit  ihc 
'  iDEs  of  getiilemen  who  were  hii  iniimate  friends, 
'  aoit  that  neither  his  wtltrngs,  nor  faii  way  of 
'  Kaching,  ever  lavored  in  the  least  of  pedaniiy.' 

Tbus  laboriously  does  hii  nephew  exienuaie 
•lin  cannot  be  denied,  and  what  migbi  be  coii- 
I  fnscd  without  disgrace.  Milton  wni  nni  a  man 
»lio  could  become  mean  by  a  mean  employmcui, 
I  Tkii,  hovicvcr,  his  wannest  fiiends  seem  iiui  in 
bwc  found  (  they  therefore  shift  and  palliste.  He 
HA  not  sell  liieralure  to  all  cometi  at  an  open 
■hip;  he  was  a  chamber-milliner,  and  ineajkiiLJii 
bii  commodiiics  only  lo  his  friend*. 

Philips,   evidently  impatient  of  viewing  him  in 

Aiiiiaie  of  degradation,  tell*  ns   that   il  vm  ncit 

Iwig  continued!  "^^i   lo  raise  bis  charaeicr  again, 

hu  a  mind  ID  invest  him  with  military  splendor: 

'  We  is  much  mistaken,'  he  says,  '  if  there  was  ncii 

;    'aliaut  this  lime  »  design  of  making  him  an  adiri" 

P    'Unr-general  in  Sir  William  Waller'iatmy.     But 

,     '  ihe  new-modelling  of"  (ho   army  ptovei   ai\  «\i- 

J  'iOBctioB  to  lite  design. '     An  event  carnici.  Vt  v 
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iit  a  much  greater  distance  than  by  having  been  orih 
designed,  about  some  time,  if  a  man  6e  not  niuct 
mistaken*  Milton  shall  be  a  pedagogue  no  longer: 
for,  if  Philips  be  not  much  mistaken,  somebody  ai 
some  time  designed  him  for  a  soldier. 

About  the  tim^  that  the  army  was  new-modelled 
(1645),  he  removed  to  a  smaller  house  in  Hol- 
bqrn,  which  opened  backward  into  Lincoln's-Inn- 
Fields.  He  is  not  known  to  have  published  any 
thing  afterwards  till  the  King's  death,  when,  find- 
ing bis  murderers  condemned  by  the  Presbyterians, 
he  wrote  a  treatise  to  justify  it,  and  to  compose  the 
minds  of  the  people. 

He  made  some  Remarks  on  the  Articles  of  Peact 
between  Ormond  and  the  Irish  Rebels,  While  he 
contented  himself  to  write,  he  perhaps  did  only 
what  his  conscience  dictated ;  and  if  he  did  not 
very  vigilantly  watch  the  influence  of  his  own 
passions,  and  the  gradual  prevalence  of  opinions, 
first  willingly  admitted  and  then  habitually  in- 
dulged ;  if  objections,  by  being  overlooked,  were 
forgotten,  and  desire  superinduced  conviction ;  be 
yet  shared  only  the  common  weakness  of  mankind* 
and  might  be  no  less  sincere  than  his  opponents* 
But  as  faction  seldom  leaves  a  man  honest,  how- 
ever it  might  find  him,  Milton  is  suspected  <A 
having  interpolated  the  book  called  /r^^n  Rasilike^ 
which  the  Council  of  State,  to  whom  he  was  no* 
made  Latin  secretary,  employed  him  to  censure*^ 
l^y  inserting  7L  prayer  i;\V.r.n.  ^roitv  Sidr.  Vs  Arr.adi* 
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and  imputing  k  to  the  King ;  whom  hcchaig(s, 
in  his  IconodasteSy  with  theiise  of  this  prayer,  ;is 
v.th  a  heavy  crime,  in  tho  indecent  language  witli 
vhich  prosperity  had  emboldened  the  advocates  for 
rebcllioD  to  ii:sult  all  that  is  venerable  or  i^rc.u  : 
'  Who  would  have  imagined  so  little  fear  in  him 
'of  tlie  true  all-sccing  Deity — as,  inmicdi.iiclv 
*  before  his  death,  to  pop  into  the  handset'  the 
'  gfdve  bishop  that  attended  him,  as  a  .s{)c  ial 
'  relique  of  his  saintly  exercises,  a  prayer  Ntuicn 
*■  word  for  word  from  the  mouth  of  a  heathen  v  o- 
'  man  praying  to  a  heathen  god  ?' 

llie  papers  which  the  King  gave  to  Dr.  Juxoii 
on  the  scaffold,  the  regicides  took  aM'ay,  so  that 
they  were  at  least  the  publishers  of  this  piavci  ; 
and  Dr.  Birch,  who  had  examined  the  qu(«>ti();i 
vkh  great  care,  was  inclined  to  thirik  them  tiic 
forgers.  The  use  of  it  by  adaptfition  was  im.o- 
cent ;  and  they  who  could  so  noisily  ccnsirc  ir, 
*iih  a  little  extension  of  their  malice  could  con- 
trive what  they  wanted  to  accuse* 

King  diaries  the  Second,  being  now  she  1 1  ere  1 
in  Holland,  employed  Salmasius,  profes';t)r  fi" 
Polite  Learning  at  Lcyden,  to  write  a  defence  of 
Jiis  father  and  of  monarchy;  and,  to  excite  his  in- 
dustry, gave  him,  as  was  reported,  a  hundred  Ja- 
cobuses. Salmasius  was  a  man  of  skill  in  Ian- 
gwges,  knowledge  of  antiquity,  and  sagacity  (  f 
fmcndatory  criticism,  almost  exceeding  all  hope  ot 
hvm  gttawment;    and    Aaving,     by    cxce^AN^i 

c  ^ 
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n  confirmed  in  great  confidence  of  him* 

I  he  probably  had  not  much  considered 

ties  of  society  or  the  rights  of  govern* 

lertook  the  employment  without  distrust 

n  qualifications;  and,  as  his  expedition 

,  was  wonderful,  in  1649  published  Dc' 

qts, 

is  Milton  was  required  to  write  a  sufikient 
which  he  performed    (1651)    in  such  a 
that  Hobbes  declared  hiiaself  unable  to 
Arhose  language  was  best,  or  whose  argu- 
vere  worst.     In  my  opinion,  Milton's  pc* 
re  smoother,  neater,  and  more  pointed  ;  but 
ights  himself  with  teazing   his  adversary  as 
as  with  confuting  him.     He  makes  a  foolish 
)n  of  Salmasius,  whose  doctrine  he  considers 
vile  and  unmanly,  to  the  stream  of  SalmaciSf 
I  whoever  entered  left  half  his  virility  behind 
Salmasius  was  a  Frenchman,    and  was  un- 
ly  married  to  a  scold,     Tu  es  Gallus^  says 
n,  EB,  ut  aittnty  nimum.  gallinaceus.    But  hi; 
ne  pleasure  is  to  tax  his  adversary,  so  re 
sd    for  criticism,  with    vitious    Latin.     H 
his  book  with  telling  that  he  has  used  Pe- 
which,  according  to  Milton,  signifies  only 
,  in  a  sense  not  known  to  the  Romans,  by  a 
I  if  as  we  dpply  Person,     But  as  Nemcsi' 
s  on  the  watch,  it  is  memorable  that  he 
ed  the  charge  of  a  solecism  by  an  expres; 
f  grossly  soiecistical,  when  ^qi  otvtc" 
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wpposcd  blunders,  be  says,  as  Ker,  and  I  tlf-'  i-, 
somo  one  before  him,  has  remarked,  prorino  ft- 
grammatistis  tvis  vapalandum.  From  r<^/-//V, 
vliich  has  a  passive  sense,  vapulandus c^n  \\c\\\  W 
derived.  No  man  forgets  his  original  trade- :  the 
rights  of  nations,  and  of  kings,  sink  into  ([lusuoiis 
of  grammar,  if  grammarians  discuss  them. 

Milton,  when  he  undertook  this  answer,  was 
vcak  of  body  and  dim  of  sight;  but  his  will  was 
fon\-ard,  and  vrhat  was  wanting  of  health  wns  s;;p- 
plied  by  zeal.  He  was  rewarded  with  a  thoiisnul 
pounds,  and  his  book  was  much  read  ;  for  p.uadox, 
recommended  by  spirit  and  elegance,  easily  gains 
artcmion;  and  he,  who  told  every  man  that  he  was 
equal  to  his  King,  could  hardly  want  an  audience 

That  the  performance  of  Salmasius  was  not  dis- 
persed with  equal  rapidity,  or  read  with  tquid 
ejgcrness,  is  very  credible.  He  taught  vv\y  the 
stale  doctrine  of  authority,  and  the  unplcasi'ig  dutv 
of  submission ;  and  he  had  been  so  long  not  only 
tlir  monarch  but  the  tyrant  of  literature,  that  al- 
uiost  all  mankind  were  delighted  to  find  him  dcfuMl 
aiKl  insulted  by  a  new  name,  not  yet  considered  as 
any  one's  rival.  If  Christina,  as  is  said,  c  (  ni- 
mendcd  the  Defence  of  the  People,  her  purpose 
must  l)e  to  torment  Salmasius,  who  was  tlu  u  at 
her  court;  for  neither  her  civil  station  uor  lier 
natural  character  could  dispose  her  to  favor  the 
doctrine,  who  was  by  birth  a  queen,  and  bv  lewv 
pcrJespotic, 

c3 


f  LIFE    OF    MILTON. 

I'hat  Salmasius  was,  from  the  appearance  of 
[ikon's  book,  treated  with  neglect,  there  is  not 
uch  proof ;  but  .to  a  man  so  long  accustomed  to 
Imiration,  a  little  praise  of  his  antagonist  would 
I  sufficiently  offensive*  and  might  incline  him  to 
avc  Sweden,  from  which  however  he  was  div 
isscd,  not  with  any  mark  of  contempt,  but  with 
train  of  attendance  scarcely  less  than  regal. 

He  prepared  a  reply,  which,  left  as  it  was  im- 
:rfcct,  was  published  by  his  son  in  The  year  of  the 
estoration.  In  the  beginning,  being  probably 
ost  in  pain  for  his  Latinity,  he  endeavors  to 
:fend  his  use  of  the  word  persona  ;  but,  if  I  re- 
ember  right,  he  misses  a  better  authority  than  any 
at  he  has  found,  that  of  Juvenal  in  his  fourth 
tire : 

—  Quid  agas,  cum  dira  &  foedibr  omni 
Crimine  persona  est  ? 

As  Salmasius  reproached  Milton  with  losing  bis 
'es  in  the  quarrel,  Milton  delighted  himself  with 
e  belief  that  he  had  shortened  Salmasius's  li&i 
d  both  perhaps  with  more  malignity  than  reason. 
Imasius  died  at  the  Spa,  Sept.  3,   1653  ;  and, 

controvcrtists  are  commonly  said  to  be  killed  by 
eir  last  dispute,  Milton  was  flattered  with  the 
edit  of  destroying  him. 

Cromwell  had  now  dismissed  the  parliament  by 
?  authority  of  which  he  had  destroyed  monarchy, 

/^/^m  rt^^.nr*^<-I    <wir«««r>a>#«W       nimncAvV         i^nAat*    %\xBt   %>%\<k 
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of  Protector,  but  with  kingly  and  more  than  kinr:- 
)y  power.  That  his  authority  was  lawful,  iic\ n 
was  pretended;  he  himself  founded  his  right  only 
in  necessity:  but  Milton,  Inving  now  tasted  the 
boncy  of  public  employment,  would  not  return  to 
hunger  and  philosophy,  but,  continuing  to  ex(>rci>c 
his  office  under  a  manifest  usurpation,  betrayed  to 
his  power  that  liberty  which  he  had  defended. 
Nothing  can  be  more  just  than  that  rebrllion 
should  end  jfk  slavery;  that  he  who  had  justified 
the  murder  of  his  king,  for  some  acts  which  to 
him  seemed  unlawful,  should  now  sell  his  services, 
and  his  flatteries,  to  a  tyrant,  of  whom  it  was  evi- 
dent that  he  could  do  nothing  lawful. 

He  had  now  been  blind  for  some  years;  but  li:<; 
vigor  of  intellect  was  such,  that  he  was  not  disnbK  d 
to  discharge  his  office  of  Latin  secretary,  or  con- 
tinue his  controversies.  His  mind  was  too  <Mt;c r 
to  be  diverted,  and  too  strong  to  be  subdued. 

About  this  time  his  first  wife  died  in  chiKlbvi, 
having  left  him  three  daughters.  As  he  prohaMy 
did  not  much  love  her,  he  did  not  long  contin  ic 
the  appearance  of  lamenting  her;  but  after  a  sh  jrt 
time  married  Catharine,  the  daughter  of  one  cap- 
tain Woodcock  of  Hackney;  a  woman  doubtless 
educated  in  opinions  like  his  own.  She  died, 
^v■ithin  a  year,  of  childbirth,  or  some  distemper  that 
followed  it;  and  her  husband  honored  her  memorv 
with  a  poor  sonnet. 

The  Brst Reply  to  Milton's  Drftnsio  Popuii  \s?^> 
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published*  tn  16^1,  ciWtA  Apiitogta  pro 
Popmlo  An^Hcano^  contra  Sokannis  Polype 
{alias  Milttmt)  drfinsionem  dcstructwam 
PopuU,  or  thii  the  author  was  not  knc 
Milton  and  his  nephew  Philips,  nnder  wh< 
he  publiihed  an  answer  so  much  corrcctec 
that  it  might  he  called  his  own,  imput 
Bramhai-;  and,  kno>K'ing  him  no  friend 
tides,  thought  themselves  at  liberty  to  t 
as  if  they  had  known  what  they  only  susp 
Next  year  appeared  Regit  Sanguinis  c, 
Cditm.  Of  this  the  author  was  Peter  du 
who  was  aftcrNX'ards  prebendary  of  Cai 
but  Moms,  or  More,' a  French  miiiistei 
the  care  of  its  publication,  was  treated  as  t 
by  Milton  in  his  Drfensio  Secunda,  ai 
whelmed  by  such  violence  of  invective, 
began  to  shrink  under  the  tempest,  and 
persecutors  the  means  of  knowing  the  tru 
Du  Moulin  was  now  in  great  danger :  but 
pride  operated  against  bis  malignity ;  and 
and  his  friends  were  more  willing  that  Di 
should  eso^  than  that  he  should  be  con 
mistake. 

In  this  second  Defence  he  shevrs  that 
quence  is  not  merely  satirical ;  the  rudent 
invective  is  equalled  l)y  the  grossncss  of  hij 
*  Deseiimur,  Cromuelle,  ta  solus  supcrt 
* summi  nostrarum  rerum  redilt,  in  te 
'  sistit,   insupcrabili    tuat    virtuu   ct^vKvv 
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'  ntmmc  vcl  obloquente,  nisi  qui    xqualf&    ina!- 

*  qualis  ipse  bonores  sibi  qiiaerit,  aut  digniori  con- 

*  cessos  invidet,  aut  non  intelligit  nihil  esse  in  so- 
'  cietate  hominum  magis  vel  Deo  gratum,  vcl  ra- 
'tioni  conscntaneum,  esse  in  civitate  nihil  a:q-ilii^, 
'  nihil  utilius,  ■  quam  potiri  rerum  dignissimuin. 
'  £um  te  agnoscunt  omnes,  Cromuelle,  ea  tu  civi> 
'  maximus  &  *  gloriosissimus,  dux  publici  com* 
'silii,  exercitum  fortissimorum  imperator,  pater 
'  patriz  gessisti.  Sic  tu  spontanea  bonoruiu  oiii- 
'  nium  &  animitus  missa  voce  salutaris.' 

Caesar,  when  he  assumed  the  perpetual  dictatoi 
;  tlnpi  had  not  more  servile  or  more  elegant  flatter)-. 
A  translation  may  shew  its  servility;  but  its  ele- 
gance is  less  attainable.  Having  exposed  the  iin> 
ikilfulness  or  selfishness  of  the  former  government, 
'  We  were  left,'  says  Milton,  •  to  ourselves :  the 
'  whole  national  interest  fell  into  your  hands, 
'  and  subsists  only  in  your  abilities.  To  yoar 
'  virtur,  overpo¥fering  and  resistless,  ever)'  man 
'gives   way,    except   some    who,    without    rqujl 

*  qualifications,   aspire  to  equal  honors,   who  rnw 

*  the  distinctions  of  merit  greater  than  their  o.vn, 
'  or  who  have  yet  to  learn,  that  in  the  coaliti<^n  of 
'human  society  nothing  is  more  pleasing  to  (rod 
'ormore  agreeable  to  reason,  than  that  the  hi^hf..t 

•  It  miy  be  d.mbted  whether  glori<isissimits  be  here  u'-.d 
*'<h  Mittun's  boasted  punt/.    Res  gloruxa  is  an  Ulujtno.i.i 
ffting ;  but  vir  giori</iUf  U  comaooi/  a  bra^gariy  iis  \u  :n\,i^ 
S'onostu,   J)T.  J. 
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*  mind  sboold  have  the  tovereign  power. 

*  Sir,  are  you  by  general  confession ;  such 

*  things  atchievcd  by  you,  the  greatest  am 

*  glorioos  of  our  countrymen,  the  director 

*  public  councils,  the  leader  of  unconquci 

*  miei,  tbc    fiitber  of  your  country;  tor 

*  title  does  every  good  man  hail  you,  \nth 

*  and 'voluntary  praise.* 

Next  year,  having  defended  all  that  wan 
fence,  he  found  leisure  to  defend  himself 
undertook  his  own  vindication  against  More, 
he  declares  in  his  title  to  be  justly  called 
thor  of  the  Regit  Sanguinis  clamor.  In  thi 
is  no  want  of  vehemence  ot  eloquence,  n 
he  forget  his  wonted  wit.,     '  Morus  es  ?  : 

*  mus  ?  an  uterque  idem  est  ?•  He  then  i 
bers  that  Morns  is  Latin  for  a  Mulberry-tn 
bints  at  the  known  transformiition ; 

^-  Poma  alba  ferebat 
Quas  .post  nigra  talit  Morus, 

With  this  piece  ended  his  controversic 
he  from  thfs  time  gave  himself  up  to  his 
studies  and  his'  civil  employmlent. 

As  secretary  to  the  Protector  he  is  su 

to  have  written  the  Declaration  of  the  reas 

a  war  with  Spain.     His  agency  was  considi 

of  great    importance ;    for,  when  a    treat 

Sweden  w^s   artfully  suspended,   the    dch 

publicly  imputed  to  Mr.  MiUoiC^  m^\^Y 
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Swedish  agent  was  provoked  to  express 
cr,  that  only  one  man  in  England  could 
:in,  and  that  man  blind. 

now  forty-seven  years  old,  and  seeing 
Isencumbered  from  external  interruptions, 

to  have  recollected  his  former  purposes, 
ive  resumed  three  great  works  which  he 
led  for  his  future  employment :  an  epic 
e  histor)'  of  his  country,  and  a  dictionary 
uin  tongue. 

>llect  a  dictionary,  seems  a  work  of  all 
ist  practicable  in  a  state  of  blindness,  bc- 
depcnds  upon  perpetual  and  minute  an- 
and  collation.  Nor  would  Milton  pro- 
re  begun  it,  after  he  had  lost  his  eyes  ; 
ng  had  it  always  before  him,  he  continued 
liilips,  ul>nost  to  his  dying  day  ;  but  the 
ere  so  disc&mposcd  and  deficient^  that  they 

be  Jittcd  for  the  press.  The  compilers 
itin  diciionary,  printed  at  Cambridge,  had 
f  those  collections  in   three  folios ;  but 

ihcir  faie  afterwards  is  not  known*. 

nl)rii1:;e  I>iotionary,  puhli-^hcd  \\\  4^0,  1693,  is  no 
i«'u|>),  v\  ii!i -(.'lUv.-  small  .idtlitiuns,  ut  thui  of  Dr. 
ion  in  lo^S,  bv  sundry  pcrsoiis,  of  whomj  though 
;  arc  com  talcil,  thtrc  is  girai  reason  to  conjecture 
s  ::cpho«r,  KcKvaril  I'hilips,  is  om-  ;  for  ii  is  i-xpres»lv 
i^ii,  Ka>ti,  v<tl.  i.  p.  Joo,  il;at  Milton's  'Thesaurus' 
uuils ;  aiui  it  iu  asserted,  it»  ihe  prctact*  thereto,  thai 
il.cn  ot  ha«l  the  u^e  of  ihrif  large  folios  in  manu- 
:«-ted  iina  digested  into  a!]>h.ibe;ical  order  b)  Ml. 
I. 
H  u-.iu'trki-d,  riut  the  addiiions,  together  ^JfUk  V\\c 
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To  compile  a  hmofj  hem  various  autliortf 
when  they  can  only  be  consulted  by  other  eyes,  ts 
not  easy,  nor  possible,  but  with  m6re  tkilftd  and 
attentive  help  than  can  be  commonly  obtmned ; 
and  it  was  probably  the  difficulty  of  constilting 
and  comparing  that  slopped  Milton's  narratiTe  it 
the  Conquest ;  a  period  at  which  affidrs  were  not 
yet  very  ihtricate,  nor  authors  very  numerous. 

For  the  soliject  of  his  epic  poem,  after  much 
deliberation,  long  chuting^  and  Beginning  iate^  he 
fixes  upon  Paradise  Lost ;  a  design  so  compre* 
hensive,  that  it  could  be  justified  only  by  success. 
He  had  once  desigm^  to  celebrate  King  Arthur, 
as  he  hints  in  his  verses  to  Mansus ;  but  Artkut 
was  reserved,  says  Fcnton,  to  another  destif^  ♦. 

It  appears,  by  some  sketches  of  poetical  pro- 
jects left '  in  manuscript,  and  %io  be  seen  in  a  li* 
braryf  at  Cambridge,  that  he  had  digested  his 
.  thoughts  on  this  subject  into  one  of  those  wild 
dramas  which  were  anciently  called  Mysteries: 
and  Philips  had  seen  what  he  terms  part  of  a  tra- 
gedy, beginning  with  the  first  ten  lines  of  Satan's 
address  to  the  Sun.     These  mysteries  consist  of 

r 

preface  above-mentioned,  and  a  knfe  part  of  the  Title  of  the 
'^Cambridge  Dictiunanr/  have  been  incorporated  and  priaied 
witi)  the  sulMequent  editiona  of*  Littletonli  Dictionary,'  tiU  that 
ot  ITX^.  Viu.  Biogr.  Brit.  S985,  in  not.  80  that,  for  augiit  that 
appears  to  the  contrary,  'Pbilips  was  the  last  possessor  of  Mil- 
iunls  MS  li. . 
*  Jd  est,  to  be  tlu:  suhject  of  an  heroic  |X)en3,  written  by  Sir 
Ftirbunl  Blackmore.  II. 
■^  Irinit)  CuUegc.    R. 


tUcgOfiuI  peiMHii;  nich  ai  iuslitr,  tSetcj,  FailA- 
OEibc  irag^d^  or  myitcr)'  of  ParcdiK  Lett  there 
kf  iwo  plans : 


Tit  Ptn^m. 

Tit  PfTions. 

Uicbul. 

M<»«. 

Clwui  of  Angtl,. 

Divine  Jii«icc,  WuJom. 

ffcivcniy  Love, 

Heavenly  Love. 

Wifc.. 

The  EveniDg  Sui,  Hm- 

Adm,i  uiihthe 

petui. 

Eic.    I  Scrpcni. 

Cbocui  oC  Angels. 

CcHKlcoce. 

Lucifer. 

Doih, 

AJam. 

Uoar.         1 

Eve. 

Srknc... 

OxMnitns    i-Muics 

Labour,        "1 

l».M««c,     I 

SkluKu, 

IT" 

IpmwDce, 
fear, 

Omiiy, 

Dealhi         J 

FaiUi. 

Hope. 

Chaiit)-. 

PARADISE  LOST. 

Tht  PcTse«s. 

Mi.^i,    WJsAoy.'^d 

p.™»minghowUa.5ut.. 

t"'/.r  Wr;  (Aar« 

coiriipt.not,  litc»w:  w 
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With  G«d  k  tbe'lBdumi  dKhm-ilK  like  witk 
Enoch ««d  I£}Ai  bnideittaiwtijoftbefhce, 
that  certain  puie  mndi,  ^wl,  and  clnoii,  pmena 
it  from  cornmtioai  whence  cxboru  to.lbe  ngbfof 
God }  tetli  Uty  cuinot  «ce  Adatn  b  the  itate  of 

Clionii  of  AngcU  Hnging  ■  bymB  of  ibe  Creadon. 

Heavenly  Love. 

Eve  i)in|;  Star. 

Cliorus  (ing  the  iiianH{c-)ong,  and  docribe  P^ 

ACT    111. 
LucifeiconitivingAdam't  ruin. 
Choiui  fean  for  Atam,  and  rclaiei  Lacifer'i  itr. 
bcUioD  and  fall. 

ACT    IV. 


fallen. 


Conscience  citei  them  to  God'i  examinaiioii. 
Chorus  bewaiUVrad  tellt  the  good  Adam  faat  Io>t.> 


Adam  and'Eve  itiivenout  o[  Paiadiie. 


Mrs.  or   IHLTMI* 


M 


T*«b»i'ii^9m4lM9r  a^M^^    Likewise  V 

KJ^B^^^^  ^L^  I    ^^^^^^^^K  M^^^^^^m      ^^^^^^^^^    ^^fe^^k^l      ^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^     ^H^^^flk 

q^m»  baeay  toachito. :  .1 

9be]i'wi>fi{ft,fin|.dcffg^a'vUc1i'^    hive  pre 


The  tngel  Gflbriel»  cither  descending  or  enter- 
%\  shewing,  since  thit  globe  vas  created,  his 
squencjr  as  much  on  earth  as  in  heaven ;  describes 
ndise.     Next,  the  Chorus,  shewing  the  reason 
his  comity  to  keep   his  watch  in  Paradise, 
r  Lucifer's  rebellioo,  hf  command  fipom  God : 
vithal  expressing  his  desiie  to  see  and  know 
\  concerning  this  excellent  new  creature,  man. 
angel  Gabriel,  ai  by  his  name  signifying  a 
:  of  power,  tracing  Paradise  with  a  more  free 
passes  by  the  station  of  the  Chorus,  and, 
I  hy  them,  relates  what  be  knew  of  man  ; 
creation  of  Eve,  wiUi  their  love  and  mar- 
After  this,  Lucifer  appears ;  after  V\\&  t»vt:T- 
rmoaiis  himself,   ^eeka  revcitgaf.  oa.xaw. 


tirE    OF    MII.TOK. 

Chonu  prqwre  resistance  it  his  first  approach, 
ast,  after  discourse  of  enmity  on  either  side,  he 
irts ;  whereat  the  Chorus  sings  of  the  battle  and 
ory  in  beaveii«  igainit  him  and  his  accom- 
:es ;  as  before,  after  the  fint  act,  was  sung  a 
nn  of  the  creation.     Here  again  may  appr^r 
icifer,  relating  and  insulting  in  what  he  had  done 
the  destruction  of  man.     Man  next,  and  Eve 
iving  by  this  time  been  seduced  by  the  Serpent, 
3pears  confusedly    covered  with    leaves.     Con- 
cienee,  in  a  shape,  accuses  him  ;  Justice  cites  him 
o  the  place  whither  Jehovah  called  for  him.     Id 
:hc  mean  while,  the  Chorus  entertains  the  stage,  anc 
is  informed  by  some  angel  the  manner  of  the  fall 
Here  the  Chorus  bewails  Adam's  fall ;  Adam  the 
and  Eve  return;  accuse  one  another;  but  csp 
cially  Adam  lays  the  blame  to  his  wife ;  is  stu 
born  in  his  offence.     Justice  appears,  reasons  w 
him,   convinces  him.     The  Chorus   admonis' 
Adam,  and  bids  him  beware  Lucifer's  example 
impenitence.     The  angel  is  sent  to  banish   tl 
out  of  Paradise ;  but  before  causes  to  pass  be 
his  eyes,  in  shapes,  a  mask  of  all  the  evils  of 
life  and  world.  He  is  humbled,  relents,  desp 
9t  last  appears  Mercy,  comforts  him,  promise 
Messiah ;  then  calls  in  Faith,  Hope,  and  Ch; 
instructs  him;  he  repents,  gives  God   the 
submits  to  his  penalty.     I'hc  Chorus  brief] 
eludes.     Compare  this  with  the  former  dra* 
'i'hcsc  zxc  very  imperfect  tud'iitvttvvi  ol  F 
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but  11  U  pleasant  to  sec  great  works  in  tbrir 
\  si:iic,  pregnant  with  latent  possibilities  ot 
ncc  >  nur  could  there  be  any  more  delighc- 
crtainmeni  than  to  trace  their  gradual  growth 
pansion,  and  to  observe  how  they  arc  some- 
iuddeniy  advanced  by  accidental  hints,  and 
nei  slowly  impro\'ed  by  steady  meditation. 
:ntion  is  almost  the  only  literar)-  labour 
blindness  cannot  obstruct,  and  therefore  he 
ly  solaced  his  solitude  by  the  indulgeiu.- 
fancv,  and  the  melody  of  his  numbers.  11  • 
nc  what  be  knew  to  be  nece^<t.irily  prcvioiis 
tical  excellence  ;  he  had  m.iue  him^eli  a<  • 
d  with  secHtly  arts  and  aj/lnrs ;  nis  cuin- 
tion  WAS  exiertdcd  bv  various  knowlvdji ,  a::i'. 
iiorv  stored  with  intcllcctiinl  trc!a;»uros.  II  ■ 
Iful  in  many  Inng-iagcs,  and  had  by  readi:.  : 
nposiiion  attained  thr  iall  urtst.  ly  of  1.1% 

lie  would   have   wanted  little   help  fiu.. 

had    he    retained  the  power  of   };  :r;.-.i:)^, 

while  his  t;rcatcr  de»igns  were  aJvaiwi;- , 
now,  like  many  other  aiihors  ca-.^ht  m 
f  puhhcatiun,    he    ;«mdscd  himself,   a>   i  . 

with    liitle   prodiictlo-.is.      He  SiMit   to   tlr- 
1658}  A  manuscript  of  Raleigh,  called  the* 

CauHcil ',  and  next  year  gratified  his  maUvct- 
■>  the  clcigy,  by  a  Tnaiise  oj  Civil  Powt: 
esiiistica/  CtisiSf  and  the  Means  nf  rr.'ii\ii:v^^ 
^s  PiU  ^fie  C/iurck, 
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Oliver  was  now  dead ;  Richard  ^'is  c 
to  feiigp  :  the  system  of  extcmponn'  gc 
which  had  heen  held  together  only  by  f< 
rally  fiell  into  fragments  when  that  forCi- 
,  away:  and  Milton  saw  hiTnself  and  hi. 
c«|iui  danger.  Bat  he  had  still  hope 
something.  He  wrote  letters,  which  1 
published,  to  such  men  as  he  thought  fri 
new  commonwealth  ;  and  even  iu  rh'.'  \ 
Restoration  he  bated  nc  jot  c.f  h^a^t  rr 
was  £mtastical  enou;;h  to  thirik  tVat  r 
agitated  as  it  was,  might  he  c'-ttlH  hy  a 
called  ji  ready  and  ea^y  Way  to  e^tal 
Commonwealth  ;  which  was,  hovtver,  ♦.•i 
flidcrcd  to  be  both  seriously  and  ludi' 
swered. 

The  obstinate  enthusiasm  of  the  corn 
men  was  very  remarkable.  When  tht 
afyparently  returning,  Harrington,  v'i:\ 
sociatcs,  as  fantastical  as  himself,  use 
with  all  the  gravity  of  political  impoita 
tie  an  equal  government  h)'  rotation  ;  -i 
kicking  when  he  could  strike  no  longei 
iish  enough  to  publish  a  few  weeks  bef« 
storation,  Notes  upon  a  sermon  preacl 
Griffiths,  intitttled,  TAe  Fear  of  God  am 
To  these  noces  an  answer  was  written  bv  ! 
in  a  pamphlet  petulantly  called  Ac  B/in* 
Bat  whatever  Milton  could  write, 
activity  could  do,  iht  K'ui^  vwa^ 


LIFE     OF    MILTON.  17 

to  be  rcston^tf  with  the  irresistible  approbation  o: 
("t  people.  He  vc^s  therefore  no  longer  sccret:.i  y, 
and  was  consequently  obliged  to  quit  the  hon'^c 
vhich  be  held  by  his  office  ;  and  proporuuxii.-i;;  hi*; 
vcse  of  danger  to  his  opinion  of  the  importance  of 
iib  vrritings,  thought  it  convenient  to  seek  soiuc 
fHcIter,  and  hid  himself  for  a  time  in  Burtholomcw- 
Close,  by  West  Smiibtield. 

I  cannot  but  remark  a  kind  of  respect,  perhaps 
*unronscioustyy  paid  to  this  great  man  by  his  bio- 
graphers: every  house  in  which  he  resided  is  histo* 
tically  mentioned,  as  if  it  wcre^n  injury  to  neglect 
umiog  any  placer  that  he  honored  by  his  presence. 

The  King,  "with  lenity  of  which  the  world  has 
M  perhaps  no  otlicr  example,  declined  to  be  the 
jadge  or  avenger  of  hi:>  own  or  his  father's  wronos  ; 
and  promised  to  admit  into  the  Act  of  Oblivion 
allj  except  those  whom  the  parliament  should  ex- 
cept: and  the  parlidnient  doomed  none  to  capital 
punishment  but  the  wretche>  who  had  immediately 
co-operated  in  the  murder  of  the  King.  Milton 
*>$ccrfainlv  not  one  of  them;  ho  had  only  justi- 
fied whnt  ihev  had  done. 

This  justification  was  indeed  sufficiently  ofFen-' 
*i^e;  and  'June  1 'i)  an  order  was  issued  to  sei/e 
Milton's  Dffem^.^  and  Goodwin's  Obstructors  of 
Jt<t/€r^  atiothcr  book  of  the  same  tendency,  and 
iwrn  them  by  the  common  hangman.  The  attor- 
'cy-gencnl  was  ordered  to  prosecute  the  2lW\\\qts  ', 
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bol  Milw*Tw»W  MJwdj.fcarperfkpi  V 

.  Ifol-kMg  mlw  (AagMt  IS)  ibe  floucr  • 
mcMK  .kwMi  .WK  HilM  br  M  ■»,  wl 
Kiq^.(b«  tMiaeicjr  pi|bt  want  no  ncoa 

ikM«f  Gnet.     Goodwiti  wMoasc^  wi 


buflf^  llikoa  thcfc  wm  do  cxccpiioa. 

.Of  diit  teademo*  ibewn  to  Milton,  <b 
Hty  of  Hunkiod  hu  not  foitora  to  cnquin 
MBi  Bunm  ihinki  be  wu  forgMwai  bai 
X  whicb  nuj'  confirm.  D^i 
,  wbo  wn,  '.that.  wbtnevDi  J 
M  an  cwwiincj,  be  appun  lo 

Fofitattai  ha  m*  notf  for  bit  proucut 
ordartd;  it  nuit  b«  tbereEorc  by  dotign 
VH  included  in  the  general  oblivion.  Hi 
to  have  bad  friend)  in  the  bouiCi  *uch  ai  '. 
Unrrice,  and  Sir  Thoniu  Claris  and  u 
edly  a  nan  like  him  mun  have  bad  ioflua 
very  particular  Mory  of  hit  cicape  ii  told 
cbardMO  in  hi)  Mcaimn,  whkb  be  tGcciv< 
Pope,  u  delivered  by  Beuenoo,  w)io  oug 
beud  it  iiam  DavcnHU.  In  the  wat  betw 
King  and  PuliMteat,  Dav^nwit  wai  made  p 
and  condeniKd  to  die  i  but  wu  ipared  at 
^lettofMUt^,  WbeatlKtum^KicceH' 
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ito  the  like  danger,  Oavenant  rcpayed  the 
'  appearing  in  his  &vor.     Here  is  a  icci- 

of  generosity  and  gratitude  so  pleasing, 
lie  makes  its  own  way  to  credit.  But  if 
s  wanted,  I  know  not  where  to  find  it. 
^r  of  Davenant  is  certain  from  bis  own 

but  of  his  escape  there  is  no  account. 
's  narration  can  be  traced  no  higher ;  it 
own  that  he  bad  it  from  Davenant.  We 
that  the  benefit  exchanged  was  life  for 
:  it  leems  not  certain  that  Milton's  life 

in  danger.  Goodwin,  who  had  com* 
e  same  kind  of  crime,  escaped  with  inca- 
1 ;  and  as  exclusion  from  public  trust  is  a 
mt  which  the  power  of  government  can 
y  inflict  without  the  help  of  a  particular 
M]uired  no  great  interest  to  exempt  Milton 
censure  little  more  than  verbal.  Some- 
y  be  reasonably  ascribed  to  veneration  and 
3n ;  to  veneration  of  his  abilities,  and 
on  for  his  distresses,  which  made  it  fit  to 
lis  malice  for  his  learning.     He  was  now 

blind  ;  and  who  would  pursue  with  vio- 

illustrious  enemy,  depressed  by  fortune, 
med  by  nature +  ? 

rent  account  of  the  means  by  which  MiUoo  secured 
;iveD  by  an  historian  lately  brought  to  licht.  '  Miltun, 
retary  to  Cromwell,  distinguished  by  hi*  wiidn^  iu 
the  rvhts  and  iibcrtUs  of  the  people,  pretended  \u 
aadhada  pubtie  fanerzl  procession.   The  K\i\l  ^v 
^r''V!f'S  ^***/"^  ^^  punishmemt  of  detth,  b^  » 


•*f^«..' 


so 
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The  publication  of  the  Act  of  Oblivion  put 
him  in  the  same  condition  with <^is(ellow*subjectf. 
He  was,  however,  upon  some  pretence  now  not 
known,  in  the  custody  of  the  seijeant  in  Decem- 
ber ;  and,  when  he  was  released,  upon  bis  refusal 
of  the  fees  demanded,  he  and  fhc  scrjeant  ivcre 
called  before  the  House.  He  was  now  safe  with- 
in the  shade  of  oblivion,  and  knew  himself  to  be 
as  much  out  of  the  power  of  a  griping  officer,  as 
any  other  man.  How  the  question  was  determined 
is  not  known.  Milton  would  hardly  have  con^ 
tended,  but  that  he  knew  himself  to  have  right  oa 
his  side. 

He  then  removed  to  Jewin-«treet,  near  Alden* 
gate-street ;  and  being  blind  and  by  no  meant 
wealthy,  wanted  a  domestic  companion  and  at* 
tcudant ;  and  therefore,  by  the  recommendatioB 
of  Dr.  Paget,  married  Elizabeth  Minshul,  of  i 
gentleman's  family  in  Cheshire,  probably  without 
a  fortune.  All  his  wives  were  virgins ;  for  he 
has  declared  that  he  thought  it  gross  and  indelicate 
to  be  a  second  husband :  upon  what  other  princi* 
pics  his  choice  was  made,  cannot  now  be  known ; 
but  marriage  alForded  not  much  of  his  happiness*- 
I'he  6rst  wife  left  him  in  disgust,  and  was  brought 
back  only  by  terror  ;  the  second,  indeed,  seems  to 
have  l)ccn  more  a  fiivourite,  but  her  life  was %hort« 
.^ICf^tl^iIdJJJas  relates,  oppressed  his  children 

.   ^py^mi£j^^K  and  cheated  them  at  his  death. 
/     .'foijtxf^20fiSMJ^  marriage,  accoi^xt^^xa  ^tv  ^^scutc 
^^^'^/'<i^..Jji/^x^ffcTcA  the  co\U\ivuiaivc\i  o\  \v\v.  t^* 
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yment,  and  being  pressed  by  his  wife  to  accept 
answered,  '  You,  like  other  women,  want  to 
de  in  your  coach  ;  my  wish  is  to  live  and  die  an 
onest  man.'  If  he  considered  the  Latin  secre- 
f  as  exercising  any  of  the  powers  of  govcni- 
nt,  he  that  had  shared  authority,  either  with 
parliament  or  Cromwell,  might  have  forborne 
talk  very  loudly  of  his  honesty ;  and  if  he 
light  the  office  purely  ministerial,  he  certainly 
^C  have  honestly  retained  it  under  the  king. 
t  this  tale  has  too  little  evidence  to  deserve .  a 
quisition ;  large  offers  and  sturdy  rejections  are 
ong  the  most  common  topics  of  falsehood. 
He  had  so  much  either  of  prudence  or  gratitudr. 
It  he  forbore  to  disturb  the  new  settlement  with 
f  of  his  polirical  or  ecclesiastical  opinions,  aiid 
m  this  time  devoted  himself  to  poetry  and  lite- 
are.  Of  his  zeal  for  learning  in  all  its  pans, 
gave  a  proof  by  publishing,  the  next  year 
&61),  Accidence  commenced  Grammar;  a  little 
ok  which  has  nothing  remarkable,  but  that  its 
hor,  who  had  been  lately  defending  the  supreme 
wers  of  his  country,  and  was  then  writing  Para-- 
e  Lostf  could  descend  from  his  elevation  to  rcs- 
=  children  from  the  perplexity  of  grammatical 
iifusion,  and  the  trouble  of  lessons  unnecessarily 
>raicd. 

About  this  time  Elwood  the  quaker,.  being  re- 
mmended  to  him  as  one  who  wou\^  Vtca,^  Jj^vviv 
him,  far  tbo  tdvaatBge  of  Kis  Cbmitt^Ust).  a.\- 


Sf 
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MUttB»  idb%  m  1m  kiin  to  HMiK  ]m*^ 

clued,  dbil»  nmd  iMtmrnM  mSagiukwiM 

is  miUm  kmriwg  m  Uno  Frmckt  foqaiNMH^ 

Elwood  ihoiM  km  nd  pnctiae  ^cl 

mnetaCMDy- vhid^  he  9ti^  wm 

wooU  tiik  wMi  fatiffffc  '  ThM 

been  ft  iHk  tnoblctoMe  wstiHlBft  «se.  i  'Tl 

Ittde  icMMt  tm  ppcfawing  tbe  JtaUn 

tkm  to  our  owb,  except*  tint  it  it 

«m1  to  iBidt  it  to  an  EngKdwnan'  it  mt^m 

btm  ft  fiMoe^gaer  at  hone.     He  wbo  tfaveli^  iMI| 

f  peaki  Latin»  WMf  to  toon  learn  the  tduib  wM 

every  native  givct  it,  4wt  be  need  nwAo-nn^i! 

vition  benre  bii  jonmey  $  and  if  ttcuigen 

it  ii  tbetr  bniineit  to  piactite  tucb 

oar  aodet  at  tbey  aspect  fiom  at  in  tlieir 

coaniriet*    Elwood  complied  with  die 

and  impioved  bimialf  bf  bit  attendance; 'fa 

lelatett  that  Mihtai,  bnnqgacariont  ear, 

his  voice  when  be  vead  what  he  did  m 

tttndy  and  vooM  stop  hini|  and  ^pmtM*m>st 

€mU  ftumgetm 

InatboRtiBM  be  took  a  houac  in  the 
WM,  Indii^  to  JkoAatf  Fiddi%  Ae 
which  cwiriudgt  the  aegiaKr  of  bfiliaa^t 
and  habitations;    He  lived  longer  In  tbfti 
than  any  other. 

He  wat  now  butied  hypMradise  losi.  "Wtait 
J^  drew  the  onginal  dcsi(pi  Via  Wxi  Nmndf 
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onjectured  by  irien  who  cannot  bear  to  xhr.X 
liemaclves  iguorunt  of  thai  '-vhich,  at  last,  nciihor 
iligcnce  nor  sagacity  can  disco\'cr.  Some  iind 
be  hint  in  an  Italian  tragedy.  Voltaire  tells  a 
rild  and  unauthorised  story  of  a  farce  seen  by 
klilton  in  Italy,  which  opened  thus :  J.rt  thr 
\uiib9w  he  tkc  FiddletticA  of  ikt  fiddU  of  Hta- 
'Yi.  It  has  been  already  shewn,  that  the  first  con- 
xption  vas  a  tra^y  or  mystery,  not  of  a  narra- 
xrC|  but  a  dramatic  work,  which  he  is  supposed 
o  have  begun  to  reduce  to  its  ptesent  form  about 
iie  time  (1655)  when  he  finished  his  dispute  with 
he  defenders  of  the  king. 

He  kog  before  had  promised  to  adorn  his  na- 
tive country  by  some  great  performance,  while  lu- 
bad  yet  perhaps  no  settled  design,  and  was  stimu- 
lated only  by  such  expectations  as  naturally  arose. 
(lom  the  survey  of  his  attainments,  and  the  con- 
tciousoess  of  his  powers*.  What  he  should  un- 
^enake,  it  was  difficult  to  determine.  He  was 
long  ckusing,  and  began  iatt^ 

While  he  was  obliged  to  divide  his  time  be- 
tween his  private  studies  and  affairs  of  state,  his 
poetical  labor  must  have  been  often  interrupted ; 
and  perhaps  he  did  little  more  in  that  busy  time 
than  construct  the  narrative,  adjust  the  episodes, 
ptcportion  the  parts,  accumulate  images  and  senti- 
Qcnts,  and  treasure  in  his  memory,  or  preset  ve  in 
Writing,  such  hinu  as  books  or  mediuuon  v:o\\\v\ 
wjjpljr.    Jiiotbiag  pmculir  is  known  oi  Vv\^  vu- 
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tellectual  operations  while  he  was  a  statesman; 
for,  having  every  help  and  accommodadoii  at  hand, 
he  had  no  need  of  uncommon  expedients. 

Being  driven  from  all  public  sutions,  he  is  yet 
too  great  not  to  be  triced  by  curiosity  to  his  le^ 
^rement :  where  he  has  been  (bund  by  Mr.  Rich- 
ardson, the  fotidest  of  his  admirers,  sitting  bejm 
his  door  in  a  grey  coat  of  coarse  clotk^  in  todirm  sti^ 
try  weather,  to  enjoy  tkejresk  aifi  and  mo,  as  k 
his  own  room,  receiving  the  visits  of  people  of  Si' 
tinguished  parts  as  well  as  quality.  His  Tisiioil 
of  high  quality  must  now  be  imftgined  to  be  km\ 
but  men  of  parts  might  reasonably  court  the  coa* 
versation  of  a  man  so  generally  illustrious,  tbi 
foreignen  are  reported,  by  Wood,  to  have  visini 
the  house  in  Br^-stieet  where  he  was  bom. 

According  to  another  account,  he  was  seen  la  i 
small  house,  neatly  enough  dressed  in  blach  clothes^ 
sitting  in  a  room  hung  with  rusty  green  ;  pale  hi 
not  cadaverous,  with  chalhstones  in  his  hands,  A 
said,  that  if  it  were  not  for  the  goui,  his  hlindness 
would  he  tolerable. 

In  the  intervals  of  his  pain,  being  made  unable 
to  use  the  common  exercises,  he  used  to  swii^  ii 
a  chair,  and  sometimes  played  upon  an  organ. 

He  was  now  confessedly  and  visibly  employed 

upon  his  poem,  of  which  the   progress  might  be 

noted  by  those  with  whom  he  was  familiar ;  fti 

ht  was  obliged,  when  he  had  composed  as  man]! 

Jincs  as  his  memory  would  COf)k\eiki«oi\^  icasia^  ti 
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f  (Ane  friend  in  writing  them,  havini?,  at 
r  pirt  of  the  time,  no  regular  attendant, 
ve  opportunity  to  obsen'ations  and  reports. 
Philips  observes,  that  there  u-as  a  very  re- 
le  cirrumstance  in  the  composure  of  Para* 
;r,  <  which  I  have  a  particular  reason,'  says 
•  remember:  for  whereas  I  had  the  perusal 
From  the  very  beginning,  for  some  yean,  as  I 
fiibmtime  to  time  to  visit  him,  in  parcels  of 
ifcnty,  or  thirty  verses  at  a  time  (which,  being 
n  by  whatever  hand  came  next,  might  pos- 
n'ant  correction  as  to  the  orthography  and 
ng),  having,  as  the  summer  came  on,  not 
shewed  any  for  a  considerable  while,  and 
ig  the  reason  thereof,  was  answered,  that 
:in  never  happily  flowed  but  from  the  Au- 
d  Equinox  to  the  Vernal ;  and  that  what> 
ic  attempted  at  other  times  was  never  to  his 
ictiou,  though  he  courted  his  fancy  never  so 
;  so  that,  in  all  the  years  he  ¥ras  about 
oem,  he  may  be  said  to  have  spent  half  his 
rherein.' 

•n  this  relation  Toland  remarks,  that  in  hli 
t  Philips  has  mistaken  the  time  of  the  year ; 
lion,  in  his  Elegies,  declares  that  with  the 
s  of  the  Spring  he  feels  the  increase  of  his 
.1  force,  redtuni  in  carmina  vires.  To  this 
swered,  that  Philips  could  hardly  mistake 
>  well  m^trkc^ :  and  it  may  be  ad^tit^^  v\\-dX. 
mighi  £nd  diScreht  times  o£  the  "V^'^^  iviQ^- 
£  2 
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able  u  diffcKM  pun  of  lire.  Mr.  lUc' 
coBceivM  it  iinpouiblc  tbat~i»ck  a  work  il 
mptniti  for  ax  mmiki,  er  far  ant.  Il 
en  JatUr  or  itmetr,  iul  it  mtiit  ge  m.  I 
iKCCiuty  it  muH  continually  go  on,  or  why  i 
not  be  laid  Hide  and  iciumed,  it  ii  not 

diKOVCT. 

Thii  dependaoce  of  the  loul  upon  ibe  . 
thou  tcmpoiary  and  periodical  ebbi  and  ( 
intellect,  may,  1  tuppoM,  junly  be  dcridei 
fiimei  of  vain  imagtnaiion.  Safiitm  dem 
mtrii.  The  author  (bat  thinki  himielf  v 
bound  vi'ill  find,  with  a  little  help  from  he 
that  he  ii  only  idle  or  exhauned.  But  wl 
notion  bai  poucnion  of  the  head,  ii  prodi 
itubilicy  which  it  luppoiei.  Ourpowenow 
of  their  eneigy  to  our  hopei ;  fomnl  quia ) 
Jtntur.  When  lucces  tcema  attainable,  d 
il  enforced ;  but  when  it  ii  admiiied  thai 
culiiei  are  suppressed  by  a  cran  wind,  or  a 
iky,  the  day  ii  given  up  without  resiiiani 
who  can  contend  with  the  coui.e  of  Natu: 
From  luch  ptepoMeuions  Milton  lecmi 
have  been  bee.  There  prevaikd  in  hit 
opinion  that  the  world  wai  in  its  decay,  i 
We  have  had  the  miifoiiune  lo  be  pioducei 
decrepitude  of  Nature.  It  was  tu^pecied 
uhole  creation  Isnguithed,  that  neither  it 
animjJs  h^d  the  height  or  bulk  of  their 
^'•ttort,   aod  that  even'  thine  was  iA\'i  «" 
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trlual  diminution  *.  Milton  appears  to  suspect 
tt  souls  paruke  of  the  general  degeneracy,  and 
not  without  some  fear  that  his  book  is  to  bi* 
itteo  in  an  mge  tt»  late  for  heroic  poesy. 
Another  opinion  wanders  about  the  world,  and 
aetimes  finds  reception  among  wise  men ;  an 
inion  that  restrains  the  operations  of  the  mind  to 
tjcular  regions,  and  supposes  that  a  luckless 
trtal  may  be  bom  in  a  degree  of  latitude  too  high 

too  low  for  wisdom  or  for  wit.  From  this 
cy,  wild  as  it  is,  he  had  not  wholly  cleared  his 
id,  when  be  feared  lest  the  climate  of  his  coun- 

might  be  too  cold  for  flights  of  imagination. 
Into  a  mind  already  occupied  by  such  fancies, 
>ther  not  more  reasonable  might  easily  find  its 
y.  He  that  could  fear  lest  his  genius  had  fallcMi 
m  too  old  a  world,  or  too  chill  a  climate, 
;ht  consistently  magnify  to  himself  the  influence 
the  seasons,  and  believe  his  faculties  to  be  vigo- 
ts  only  half  the  year. 

Mis  submission  to  the  seasons  was  at  least  more 
sonable  than  his  dread  of  decaying  nature,  or  a 

This  opinion  is,  with  ^eat  learning  and  ingenuity,  refuted 
book  now  very  little  known,  *  An  Apology  or  Declaration 
the  Powei  and  Frovittelico  of  Ood  in  the  Government  of 
;  World,'  by  Dr.  Gevr!;e  11  akewili,  London,  folio,  1633.  The 
who  ventured  to  propagate  it  in  this  country  was  Dr.  Gabriel 
>(|man,  bishop  of  Gloucester,  a  man  of  a  versatile  temper, 
the  author  of  a  book,  intituled,  *■  The  Fall  of  Man,  or  ihe 
implion  of  Nature  proved  by  natural  Reason-'  LomV.  \iS\Cv 
1624,  quarto.  He  wa«  plViawreA  i n  the  1} suTpal\ox\,  \\\\\\c v\ 
im  Vathoiic,  aud  died  ia  obscurity.    Vide  M^vctw.  vj-ikUTv 

£   3 
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frigid  zone;  for  general  causvs  must  operate  imj' 
furmly  in  a  general  ibatcment  of  nwnul  power  ; 
if  icii  could  be  peifonQed  by  the  writer,  lea  libc' 
wiie  would  content  ihe  judges  of  his  work' 
Among  ihli  lagging  race  of  frosty  giovcllen  he 
might  itilt  have  risen  into  eminence  by  producing 
something  which  iAey  ikeald  vet  willingly  let  iU. 
However  inferior  to  the  heroes  who  were  bom  in 
better  agei,  he  might  still  be  great  among  hit  con- 
temporaries, with  the  hope  of  growing  every  dav 
greater  in  the  dwindle  ()f  posteKly.  He  might  itill 
be  a  giant^mong  the  pygmies,  the  onc'Cyed  mo* 
narch  of  the  blind. 

Of  his  artifices  of  study,  pr  particular  hours  of 
composition,  we  hive  little  areoum,  and  there  was 
perhaps  lilile  to  be  told.  Kichaidwn,  who  seeaK 
to  have  been  very  diligent  in  his  enquiries,  but 
discovers  always  a  wi^h  to  Rod  Milton  diicriini' 
nated  from  other  mCn,  relaiei,  that  *  he  would 
'  lometimei   lie   awalie  whole   nights,   but  not  a 

*  verse  could  be  make ;  tnA  an  a  sudden  his  poetical 
'  ^uliy  would  rush  upon  him  with  an  im/Hlai  or 
'  mtrim,  and  his  daughter  was  immediately  called 
'  to  leckirc  what  came.     At  ocher  times  he  would 

*  dictate  perhaps  forty  lines  in  a  breath,  and  then 

*  reduce  ihcm  to  half  the  numliei.' 

These  huriu  of  light,  and  involution!  of  dark- 
ness, these  transient  and  involuntary  excunioni  tai 
retrocessions  of  invention,  having  some  appearance 
of  deviation  from  the  common  «awiflS'U«)He,»« 
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rjy  caught  by  the  lovers  of  a  v.-onder.     Yet 
;thing  of  this  tncnuality  happens  to  every  man 
'Xry  mode  of  exertion,  manual  or  mental,    The 
banic  cannot  handle  his  hammer  and  his  file  at 
imes  with  equal  dexterity  ;  there  arc  hours,  he 
vs  not  why,  when  his  kand  is  eut.     By  Mr. 
iardson*s  relation,  casually  comrcyed,  much  re« 
cannot  be  daimt  d.      i'hat,  in  his  intellectual 
Milton  callrd  ibr  his  daughter  to  secure  what 
J  ciHy  be  questioned ;  for  unluckily  it  hap- 
to  br  known  that  hif.  daughters  were  never 
lit  to  write ;  nor  would  he  have  been  obliged, 
universally  confessed,  to  have  employed  any 
il  visitor  in  disburtbcning  his  memory,  if  his 
hter  could  have  performed  the  office, 
he  story  of  reducing  his  exuberance  has  been 
of  other  authors,  and,  though  doubtless  true 
very  fertile  and  copious  mind,  seems  to  have 
gratuitously  transferred  to  Milton, 
/hat  he  has  told  us,  and  we  cannot  now  know 
r,  is,  that  he  composed  much  of  his  poem  in 
light  and  morning,  I  suppose  before  his  mind 
disturbed  with  common  business ;  and  that  he 
ed  out  with  great  fluency  his  unprrmtditatrd 
',     Versification,  free,  like  his,  from  the  dis- 
:s  of  rhyme,  must,  by  a  work  so  long,  be  made 
ipt  and   habitual ;    and,   when   his  thoughts 
once  adjusted,  the  words  would  come  at  his 
nand. 
what  psBrticul^r  times  of  life  the  pwu  o^  "s^ 
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work  weM  «ritteii»  canDot  often  ht  Imewo*    Thi 

beginning  of  the  thiAl  book  ihewt  dm  be  lud  loH 

his  sight  I  —4  the  latfodoctioii  lo  Aearifcatbt'tkl 

the  return  of  the  King  had  clooded  hita  with  diir 

countenance;  and  that  he  waaoiiBadedhy  the  lioea* 

tious  festivity  of  the  Restoratiom  Theie  are  no  ioihtf 

internal  notct  of  time.    Miltooi  hei^g  aow  clcanrff:. 

from  all  efleets  of  hit  disloyaltjt  had  aoihin|jr^ 

quired  from  him  hot  the  common  duty  of  lm«g  ilt 

quiet,  to  be  newaided  with  the  conunoo  right  df 

protection :  but  this,  wbicb»  when  he  Kulhed  htm 

the  approach  c^  hit  Kingt  wai  perhaps  aiMe  than  ' 

he  hoped,  aeemi  not  to  have  satisfied  him  i  for  no 

sooner  is  he  safe,  than  be  finds  hsaaself  in 

Jhi/cn  on  exnl  d^  Mnd  tvU  UngtiH^  m»d 

ness  and  with  iimger  ccmfMs^d  tmmd.    This  daribi* 

ness,  had  bis  eyes  been  better  employed*  had  «i» 

doubtedly  desenried  compassion;  but  to  add  thtf 

mention  of  danger  wu  iingratefiil  and.  uii|iisi.   Ht-  ; 

was  fallen  indeed  6n  tmf  dmys %  the  time  wis  coaai*  ' 

in  which  regicides  could  no  longer  boast  thdv. 

wickedness.     But  of  tvU  t^nguu  for  Miltos  a*: 

complain,  required  impudence  at  least  equal  to  hii^ 

other  powers ;  Milton«  whose  wannest  advocntat 

must  allow,  that  he  never  spaced  any  asperity  ot 

reproach  or  brutality  of  insolence.  » 

But  the  charge  itself  seema  to  be  Idae  \  fmh- 

would  be  hard  to  recollect  any  reproach  cast  npoB 

Aim,  either  serious  or  ludicrous,  through  the  wholo 

remaining  part  of  bit  life.    ¥Lt  igniniacjiVaa  «Qi&R9k 
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Or  his  amusements,  without  prosecution,  inolcsia- 
tion,  or  insult.  Such  is  the  reverence  paid  to  great 
ilnlities,  however  misused;  they  who  contemplated 
in  Milton  the  scholar  and  the  wit,  were  contented 
to  forget  the  reviler  of  his  King. 

When  the  plague  (1665)  raged  in  London, 
Milton  took  refuge  at  Cbalfont  in  Bucks  ;  uherc 
Elwood,  who  had  taken  the  house  for  him,  first 
saw  a  complete  copy  of  Paradise  Lost,  and,  having 
perused  it,  said  to  him,  '  Thou  hast  said  a  great 

*  deal  upon  Paradise  Lost ;  what  bast  thou  to  say 

*  upon  Paradise  found  P* 

Next  year,  when  the  danger  of  infection  had 
ceased,  he  returned  to  Bunhill-ficlds,  and  designed 
-the  publication  of  his  poem.  A  license  was  ne- 
cessary, and  he  could  expect  no  great  kindness 
from  a  chaplain  of  the  archbishop  of  Cariterbiny. 
He  seems,  however,  to  have  been  treated  wif  i  ten- 
derness ,  for  though  objections  were  made  to  par- 
ticular passages,  and  among  them  to  the  simile  of 
the  sun  eclipsed  in  the  first  book,  yet  the  license  uas 
granted;  and  he  sold  his  copy,  April  27,  1 667, 
to  Samuel  Simmons,  for  an  immediate  payment  of 
five  pounds,  with  a  stipulation  to  receive  five 
pounds  more  when  thirteen  hundred  should  be 
sold  of  the  first  edition ;  and  again,  five  pounds 
after  the  sale  of  the  same  number  of  the  second 
wlition ;  and  another  five  pounds  after  lUe  ^axw^ 
Mle  of  tht;  third.  None  of  the  three  edil'ioivs  NKt\t 
to  be  expended  beyond  fifteen  hundred  co^^e^. 
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Tha  first  edition  was  of  ten  books,  in  a  smai 
quarto.  The  titles  were  varied  from  year  to  year 
and  an  advertisement  and  the  arguments  of  th 
books  were  omitted  in  some  copies,  and  insencdj 
others, 

I'he  sale  gave  him  in  two  years  a  right  to  lA 
second  payment,  for  which  the  receipt  was  ligaii 
April  ^6,  1669.  The  second  edition  was  aA 
given  till  1674  ;  it  was  printed  in  small  octaiVI 
and  the  number  of  books  were  increased  to  tweh^ 
by  a  division  of  the  seventh  and  twelfth  ;  and  sone 
other  small  improvements  were  made.  The  dM 
edition  was  published  in  1678  ;  and  the  widow,  li 
whom  the  copy  was  then  to  devolve,  sold  all  Itf 
claims  to  Simmons  for  eight  pounds,  according  li 
her  receipt  given  Dec.  21,  1680.  Simmooi  li^ 
already  agreed  to  transfer  the  whole  right  to  Brf* 
bazoii  Aylmer  for  twenty-five  pounds ;  and  AjMt 
sold  to  Jacob  Tonson  half;  August  17,  168% 
and  half,  March  1^4,  1 690,  at  a  price  considerably 
enlarged.  In  the  history  of  Paradise  Last  a  dl^ 
duciion  thus  minute  will  rather  gratify  than  Mfitf 

The  slow  sale  and  tardy  reputation  of  this  pool 
have  been  always  mentioned  as  evidences  of  ne^ 
lected  merit;  and  of  the  uncertainty  of  litemf 
fame  ;  and  enquiries  have  been  made,  and  conjen' 
til  res  oifercd,  about  the  causes  of  its  long  obscuiitf 
and  late  reception.  But  has  the  case  been  truly 
htiitcd?  Have  not  lamentation  and  wonder  bcei 
Jfi.iihcd  on  ail  evil  thai  yras  licvw  Kt\\.^ 
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That  in  the  reigns  of  Charles  and  James  thr 

■'  Pvadise  Lost  received  no  public  acclamations,   i' 

'  Kidily  confessed.     Wit  and  literature  were  0:1 :  ii- 

■  ade  of  the  Court :  and  who  that  solicited  favor  nr 

ftdiion  would  venture  to  praise  the  defender  of  thr 

Rgicides  ?    All  that  he  himself  could  think  hist  diir , 

from  eoil  tongmes  in  evii  days^  was  that  reverential 

liknoe  which  ^-ai  generously  preserved.     But  ii 

canot  be  inferred  that  his  poem  was  not  read,  or 

ioc,  however  unwillingly,  admired. 

The  tale,  if  it  be  considered,  will  justify  the 
paUic.  Thoae  who  have  no  power  to  judge  of 
pnt  tiMCS  but  by  their  own,  should  always  doubt 
their  cooclusioni.  The  call  for  books  was  not  in 
iClton's  age  what  it  is  in  the  present.  To  read  was 
ttot  then  a  general  amusement ;  neither  traders,  nor 
often  gentlemen,  thought  themselves  disgraced  by 
ignoraBce.  The  women  had  not  then  aspired  to 
liiertture,  nor  was  every  house  supplied  with  « 
wioKt  of  knowledge.  Those  indeed,  who  pio- 
fened  learning,  were  not  less  learned  than  at  any 
xher  time ;  but  of  that  middle  race  of  students  who 
read  for  pleasure  or  accomplishment,  and  who  buy 
he  numerous  products  of  modem  typography,  the 
lumber  was  then  comparatively  small.  To  prove 
he  paucity  of  readen,  it  may  be  sufficient  to  remark, 
bat  the  nation  had  been  satisfied  from  16;i^3  to 
.664,  that  is,  forty-one  years,  with  only  two  edi- 
ions  of  the  works  of  Shakspeare,  which  probably 
id  not  toigcther  wmMc  oae  UiousMnd  copies. 


,„.  o.  ""■■"""v.,,...,-" 
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plied  the  vrant  of  sight  hy  a  very  odd  expedient^ 

tfhich  Philips  gives  the  fbilowing  account : 

Mr.  Philips  tells  us,  '  that  though  our  author 

had  duly  about  him  one  or  ether  to  read,  some 

'  persons  of  man's  estate,  who,  of  their  own  accord, 

'  giecdtly  catched  at  the  opportunity  of  being  his 

*  readers,  that  they  might  as  well  reap  the  benefit 

*  of  what  they  read  to  him,  as  oblige  him  by  the 
'  benefit  of  their  reading ;  and  others  of  younger 
'  yean  were  sent  by  their  parents  to  the  same  end  : 

*  yet  excusing  only  the  eldest  daughter,  by  reason 
'  of  her  bodily  infinnicy,  and  difficult  utterance  of 

*  speech,  (which,  to  say  truth,  I  doubt  was   the 

*  principal  cause  of  excusing  her,)  the  other  two 
'  were  condemned  to  the  performance  of  reading, 

*  and  exactly  pronouncing  of  all  the  languages  of 
'  whatever  book  he  should,  at  one  time  or  other, 

*  think  fit  to  peruse,  viz.. the  Hebrew  (and  I  think  the 
*Syriac),  the  Greek,  the  Latin,  the  Italian,  Spanish, 
*and  French.  All  which  sorts  of  books  to  be 
'  confined  to  read,  without  understanding  one  word, 
'  must  needs  be  a  trial  of  patience  almost  beyond 
'endurance.     Yet  it  was  endured  by  both  for  a 

*  long  time,  though  the  irksomencss  of  this  employ- 

*  ment  could  not  be  always  concealed,  but  broke  out 
'  more  and  more  into  expressions  of  uneasiness ;  so 
'  that  at  length  they  were  all,  even  the  eldest  also, 
'  sent  out  to  learn  some  curious  and  ingenious  sorts 

*  of  manufacture,  that  are  propcT  Cot  VfOXCi^xv  vo 
'y«/77/  particularly  embroideries  it\  pAd  ot  <\\v^x  * 

VOL.   J.  '  p 
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InibcKctM  of  aumr  vUcbthii  awde  tt  i 


nuM  M  be  iMWMBJ.     A  bogiiiga-Mt  (MinMa 

leldofi  40  M  w  c— wy  wfwiig'  If  fnr  « 
w*ttUfa«rc  MraofaniM  laipiMteotei^lM 
tiiihMMHMaM,.fcw.li]wwt«t'WMM  kne  WM 
ability  .to  find  Mttc  batter  ecf*4viH - 

Tiiree  ycui  •Itet  hii  ^ar«£K  ZmI  (1667), 
publkbcd  hit  Hiittiy  ^ £ugU»d,  compTuing't 
«bokfafcieaC  GfloRi7of  UamnoiMb,  *ndG«i| 
nued  tS/ihf  Norain  inTuioa.  Why  be  tbou 
bm  pft«  tbc  £m  pan,  »bicb  he  rcbw  b« 
believe,  aad  iriiicb  i*  nnivemll]'  rejeoed,  it  h  d 
ficult  ID <og*ctiiie.  Tbe  ityle  ii  famlii  but 
bu  fonietbiag  df  iMgh  rtp>€,  which  pcibapt  ■ 
oTicD  imkci  ibaugh  it  cummn  ple«ic. 

On  tbtt-biHcry  tbe  Ikeucr  tpia  fixed  bii  dm 
and  befere  be  eoaU  mmnik  it  lo  the  picu  tore  s 
tevcnlpwB,  Sptneceniuret  of  the  SuonMoa 
weie  akcn  aM)r,  leu  thejr  ibotild be  applied  foi 
nodeniclceg^t  f^ •  cbatacier  of  tbe  Long  ^ 
lianem^  aai  A«e^lf  of  Diiuet,  mi  esGlodei 
of  wtMch  tbe  avtboi  pva  a  copy  lo  the  eatl 
Anglcaeat  and  wUch,  bdog  afierwaid*  pobliihe 
bas  been  liiiee  imeited  in  hi  proper  place. 

I'he  ume  year  were  printed  ParaJitt  Rtgrnitt 
'od  SJuKfiUM  Ag»nultty  a  Uigedy  wtitten  in  imil 
Acid  of  the  Aacicno,  tai^  nnn  dti\^^\s^  > 
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'  for  the  stage.  As  these  f)oems  ware  pub- 
by  another  bookseller,  it  has  been  asked, 
cr  Simmons  was  discouraged  from  receiving 
by  the  slow  sale  of  the  former.  Why  a 
changed  his  bookseller  a  hundred  years  ago, 
mr  from  hoping  to  discover.  Certainly,  he 
1  two  years  sells  thirteen  hundred  copies  of 
me  in  quarto,  bought  for  two  payments  of 
Huids  each,  hu  no  reason  to  repent  his  pur- 

len  Milton  shewed  Paradise  Regained  to 
d,  *  This,'  said  he,  *  is  owing  to  you ;  for 
pot  it  in  my  head  by  the  question  you  put 
le  at  Chalfont,  which  otherwise  I  had  not 
Sht  of.' 

last  poetical  offspring  was  his  favorite.  He 
not,  as  Elwood  relates,  endure  to  hear  Pa^ 
Lost  preferred  to  Paradise  Regained,  Many 
may  vitiate  a  writer's  judgment  of  his  own 
On  that  which  has  cost  him  much  labor 
(  a  high  value,  because- he  is  unwilling  to 
hat  he  has  been  diligent  in  vain ;  what  has 
reduced  without  toilsome  efforts  is  considered 
slight,  as  a  proof  of  vigorous  faculties  and 
invention ;  aiui  the  last  work,  whatever  it 
s  necessarily  most  of  the  grace  of  novelty. 
I,  however  it  happened,  had  this  prejudice, 
d  it  to  himself. 

that  multi/>iicit/  of  attainments,  and  ex\.(^i\\. 
9rcheDsi<m,  Ufat  cntitlp  this  gtcmi  auiViot  xq 

r  2 


our  veneration,  may  be  added  a  kind  of  humUe 
dignity,  which  did  not  disdain  the  meanest  services 
to  literature.  The  epic  poet,  the  controvertist, 
the  politician,  having  already  descended  to  accomp 
modate  children  with  a  book  of  rudiments,  now, 
in  the  last  years  of  his  life,  composed  a  book  <d 
Logic,  for  the  initiation  of  students  in  philosophy ; 
and  published  (1672)  Artis  Logiat  pUnior  hst^ 
iudo  ad  Petri  Rttmi  Mttkodum  cottcinnat&i  that  ii, 
'  A  new  Scheme  of  Logic,  according  to  the  Mc- 
*  thod  of  Ramus.'  I  know  not  whether,  even  in 
this  book,  he  did  not  intend  an  act  of  hostility 
against  the  Univenitics  ;  for  Ramus  was  one  of  the 
first  oppugners  of  the  old  philosophy,  who  dis- 
turbed with  innovations  the  quiet  of  the  schools. 

His  polemical  disposition  again  revived.  He 
had  now  been  safe  so  long,  that  he  forgot  his  fears, 
and  published  a  Treatise  of  True  Religion^  Heresy^ 
Schism^  Toleration^  and  the  best  Means  to  prevent 
the  Growth  of  Popery. 

But  this  little  tract  is  modestly  written,  with 
respectful  mention  of  the  Church  of  England,  and 
an  appeal  to  the  thirty-nine  articles.  His  principle 
of  toleration  is,  agreement  in  the  sufficiency  of  the 
Scriptures ;  and  be  extends  it  to  all  who,  whatevefe 
their  opinions  are,  profess  to  derive  them  from  the 
sacred  books4  The  papists  appeal  to  other  testi* 
monies,  and  are  therefore,  in  bis  opinion,  not  to 
Ac  pfrmhicd  tht  liberty  of  either  public  or  private 
worship ;  £or^  though  lUty  pk^i  cowwivttiw.,  wf 
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wc  wmrramt^  be  tayt,  to  regard  conscunce,  mhich 
'  grounded  im  Scripture, 
lote  who  are  not  coirtlnced  by  his  reasons, 
be  perhafM  delighted  with  his  wit.  The  term 
n  Catholic  is,  he  says,  one  of  the  Pope*s  bnlU ; 
iarticuUr  nmiversalj  or  catholic  schismatic, 
I  has,  however,  something  better.  As  the 
irescri'ative  against  Popery,  he  recommends 
iligent  perusal  of  the  Scriptures,  a  duty,  from 
I  he  warns  the  busy  part  of  mankind  not  to 
themselves  excused. 

!  now  reprinted  his  juvenile  poems,  with  some 
ont. 

the  last  year  of  his  life  he  sent  to  the  press, 
ng  to  take  delight  in  publication,  a  collection 
imiliar  Epistles  in  Latin ;  to  which,  being 
:w  to  make  a  volume,  he  added  some  acadc- 

exercises,  which  perhaps  he  perused  with 
ire,  as  they  recalled  to  his  memory  the  days 
uth ;  but  for  which  nothing  but  veneration 
s  name  could  now  procure  a  reader, 
hen  he  had  attained  his  sixty-sixth  year,  the 
with  which  he  had  been  long  tormented,  prc- 
I  over  the  enfeebled  powers  of  nature.  He 
by  a  quiet  and  silent  expiration,  about  the 
ofNo\'ember,  1674,  at  his  house  infiunhill- 
;  and  was  buried  next  his  father  in  the  chancel 

Giles  at  Cripplegate.     His  funeral  was  very 
lidly  and  numerousjy  attended. 
aahisgnyc  there  is  suppOKd  to ^n^V)^^*^ 

/  3 


-uiri  M  HiLtoir. 


»f  fwMmtt  laa,  by  W.  ■wMdn  wfen  ha  t* ' 


Vfbm  ibe  mcripiira  Im  A«  wmmmmm 

"■  If  I  .  to-wfaMd  n  aAMT  ict  riw  auM 
MibiMiWH,  in  hit  e^ion,  lOd  detcMablc  W 
read  on  the  will  of  ■  bwMtog  JeJiclid  «»  it 
tiMi.  --Auerkny,  wbo  wcuaded  Ua,  bnof 
ihor  of  the  inKription,  pennitlc4  in  itXMfk 
r  And  Mch  hu  beat  ibe  (kin0c  if  puklk  «yuii 
nid  D*.  Gicgory,  fnmwkew  I  beud  tUl 
cowit,  ■  ihii  I  h>«e  Ken«t«cKd  in  the  clmil 
'  M)tae«f  tluu  nMn,  whoM  mM  I  oKc  kiww^t 
'  ndeied  ■!  •  poltuicM  «f  in  walk.* 

MUtoa  bM  ifae  Rpwutioa  af  kningteea  ia 
yoatb  Bninnady  beiwiful,  to  u  to  hare  baea  at 
tbcLnl)' of  biicdl^.  Hiibdr,  whiah  «■ 
a  li^  bniWB,  fvted  at  ifae    fan  Wp,  lod  li 


wliicltbehHsivMMr'Aian.  Hewa^kMN- 
not  of  dift  hmic  HMNf  but  ndwr  Mow 
tiiiMh!->aK,  acsodas  te  Mr.-  UcfawdMM,  • 
OKMiMa  Mm  at  fc«ing-'aw»wly  taeapaj  &«ai 
iDg  tit*r<  ow^  tkixA,  He  wti  vigotout  aad  lel 
^nd  deti^Ki  in  the  exercite'of  tfaa  nrard, 
(f^nrA  AchM  related  ta  hw«bwa«nntMttVfihi< 
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Ilif  weapon  was,  I  believe,  not  ihe  rapier,  hnt  thf- 
backpsword,  of  which  he  recommeods  the  use  in 
liis  book  on  Education. 

His  eyes  are  said  never  to  have  been  bright; 
hntf  if  he  was  a  dexterous  fenficr,  they  must  have 
been  once  quick. 

His  domestic  habits,  so  far  as  they  are  knovn, 
vcre  those  of  a  tcvtn  student.  He  drank  little 
ttrong  drink  of  any  kind,  and  fed  without  excess 
in  quantity,  and  in  his  earlier  yean  without  deli- 
cacy of  choice.  In  his  youth  he  studied  late  at 
night ;  but  afterwards  changed  bis  hours,  and  rested 
in  bed  from  nine  to  four  in  the  summer,  aud  live 
in  the  winter.  The  course  of  his  day  was  best 
known  after  he  was  blind.  When  hi:  hrst  ro^e, 
he  heard  a  chapter  in  the  Hebrew  Bible,  and  thrn 
Rudied  till  twelve ;  then  took  some  exercise  for  an 
hour  i  then  dined,  then  played  on  the  organ,  and 
ung,  or  heard  another  sing ;  then  studied  to  six ; 
then  entertained  his  visitors  till  eight ;  then  sup- 
]»ed,  and,  after  a  pipe  of  tobacco  and  a  glass  of 
waier,  went  to  bed. 

So  b  his  life  deKribed-;  but  this  even  tenor  ap- 
pears attainable  only  in  Colleges.  He  that  lives 
in  the  world  will  sometimes  have  the  succession  of 
his  practice  broken  and  ctmfused.  Visitors,  of 
vhom  Milton  is  represented  to  have  had  grrat 
numbers,  will  comci  and  stay  utiieasonably ;  busi> 
ness,  of  which  every  man  has  somr,  muH  W  ^^uf^ 
wheo  otben  will  do  it. 


•ovMlMBJ^tftjhdi  (7  Uibiink)  pfihifi 
ibii  time  U*  dw^uen  wcncaplaycdL^  BMe 

leg  thfowp  cna.Uie  tm.  -:..    i<  it-';:  ••• 

cmt.  i  faitfKdvil  Mta.fae  knt  Ui  fomaAm 
MitelwUMMMi  lM»wi«v'AirtfceMaMI« 
jfridw^ Afc  lOiiciicJ  mfayaCBl,  M  BCtan  • 

hait.limtV-mA  fci»  feiendi,  w>* g»wa apa^ 
wtir  nA  bnpalM  ndipMnoii,  all  le  ifanawU 
aUebawMtoiio  grauer.Knia.     H>  M»al 


■  far  kit  i)^ 

'WlM.iferhkdii 
d  died  A 

17S9)  It  Had  M  hu«  leported  ilw  be  kiM  t 
ilmnMiA  pa— ji  by  iinfiiniiig  it- 1»  ■«»«<■[ 
and  ^t,.  m  tbe.  geaeid  dEpiethdon  Bpoa. 
Chaich,  be  bad  puped  an  cKMe  of  abeut  ti 
pmmda.  •'.'yev  beloa^nf  10  Watnimicr^JlU 
wUebt  U»  atlier  Amm  <rf  the  plnader  of  nl 
Tatnt  he  «■  jfanwiJubligid  10  tema.  H 
'tbcNnMd.|K«Bd^  which  ha  baA  plaeed  xb  jha  1 
dMwficc,  wOe  dw.kMi  There  it  ju  «b  m 
M  bcUefftL-ihat  -he  wai  cvcrTcibced  t*  indigBfi 
■iE&iMHit  hciiy^&w,  voe  cMnpetentlp  auppli 
■at  «MU  iKi  lilwy  befotrkt  dcub,  «A.^ic&. 
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.ftecD  hundred  poands,  on  which  his  widow 

d,  and  only  gave  one  hundred  co  each  of 

{hters. 

Uteratore  was  uoqnestionahly  great.     He 

the  languages  which  are  considered  cither 
:d  or  polite ;  Hebrew,  with  its  two  dia- 
reek,  Latin,  Italian,  French,  and  Spanish, 
a  his  skill  was  such  as  places  him  in  the 
k  of  writers  and  critics ;  and  be  appears  to 
Itivaced  Italian  with  uncommon  duigence. 
K>ki  in  which  his  daughter,  who  used  to 
him,  rcpfcsented  him  as  mou  delighting. 
Diner,  which  he  could  almost  repeat,  wtre 
hfetattorphoies  and  Euripides.  Hit  Enii^ 
,  by  Mr.  Cradock's  kindness,  now  in  my 
the  margin  is  sometimes  isoted:  but  I  have 
othing  remarkable. 

be  English  poeu  he  set  most  value  upon 
,  Shakspeare,  and  Cowley.  Spenser  was 
tly  his  favorite:  Shakspeare  he  may  easily 
x>sed  td   like,  with  every  other  skilful 

but  I  should  not  have  expected  that  Cow- 

osc  ideas  of  excellence  were  so  different 

i  own,  would  have  had  much  of  hu  appro* 

His  character  of  Dryden,  who  some  timet 

lim,  was,  that  he  was  a  good  rhymist,  but 

:hcological  opinions  are  said  to  have  been 
Ivinisfical;  and  after^%'ards,  petW'^s  >«iW\ 
a  to  /uie  the  P#c«byicf iwis,  to  \M«t  vta^nl 
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towvdi  Arminiantim-  In  the  mixed  <|ursibns 
theology  aod  govemmeni,  be  never  ihinlis  (hat  1 
can  recede  (ai  raough  from  popery,  or  preUci 
Ink  whil  Baudiui  say<^if  Eraiinui  Eeem)  ipplicab 
to  bim,  MOgii  iaitut  quod Jvgtrtl, '  jirmn  qhitd  t 
^keretur.  He  bad  Jetennincd  ratber  what  toco 
demn,  than  what  to  approve.  He  faai  not  am 
ciated  himself  viih  any  denomiaation  of  Pn 
tcstinti:  wc  know  ruber  whit  he  wu  not  thi 
what  be  vai.  He  wai  not  of  the  Church  i 
Rome;  he  wa(  not  of  the  Church  of  England. 

To  be  of  no  cbuich  U  dang;erous.  Retipai 
of  which  the  reward!  are  diitani,  and  which  a  n 
maied  only  by  Faiih  and  Hope,  will  glide  by  di 
greei  out  of  ihr  niind,  unteu  it  be  invigontcd  al 
reimpce.-cd  by  cvlernal  ordinancu,  by  dated  cal 
to  u'oiihlp,  and  ihe  salutary  influence  of  eiampli 
Milion,  whoapprars  to  have  had  a  fiiU  convictiD 
Af  the  initb  of  Chriitisnity,  and  to  have  rcgarih 
the  Holy  Scriptural  with  the  profoundest  vener 
tion,  lo  have  been  untainted  by  any  heretical  p 
culiariiy  of  opinion,  and  to  have  lived  in  a  coi 
finncil  belief  of  the  immediale  and  occasion; 
agency  of  Providence,  yet  grew  old  without  at 
viiiblc  wonhip.  In  the  dittribulion  of  bis  hour 
then-  wai  no  hour  of  pnycr,  either  aolilary,  ( 
uith  his   household;  oroitliug  public  prayers,   I 

Of  this  omission  the  reason  has  ^een  soujchi 
"pon  J  supposition  which  tm^^iV  iiwet  w>\itt!«& 
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aen  live  with  iheir  own  approbation,  and 

their  conduct  to  themselves.  Prayer  cer- 
was  not  thought  superfluous  by  him,  who 
enu  our  first  p^enu  as  praying  accepubly 

state  of  innocence,  and  efficaciously  after 
'all.  That  he  lived  without  prayer  can  hardly 
nned ;  his  studies  and  meditations  were  an 
al  prayer.  The  neglect  of  it  in  his  &mlly 
robiibly  a  fault  for  which  he  condemned  him- 
and  which  he  intended  to  correct,   but  that 

as  too  often  happens,  intercepted  his  refor- 
1. 
(  political  notions  were  those  of  an  acrimo- 

and  surly  republican,  for  which  it  is  not 
1  that  he  gave  any  better  reason  than  that 
'dar  government  was  the  moU  frugal  \  for  the 
•ngs  of  a  monarchy  would  set  vp  an  ordinary 
nweeUtk*  It  is  surely  very  shallow  policy, 
jpposcs  money  to  be  the  chief  good;  and 
ihis,  without  considering  that  the  support  and 
cc  of  a  Court  is,  for  the  most  part,  only  a 
ular  kind  of  traffic,  for  which  money  is  cir- 
d,  without  any  national  impoverishment. 
Iton's  republicanism  was,  I  am  afraid,  found* 

an  envious  hatred  of  greatness,  and  a  sullen 

of  independence  i  in  petulance  impatient  of 
>1,  and  pride  disdainful  of  superiority.     lie 

monarchs  in  the  state,  and  prelates  in  the 
h ;  for  he  hated  all  whom  he  ^i'as  required  ir. 
It  is  to  be  suspected,  th^t  his  prcdoininsirA 
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esire  was  tor  deitroy  fatBer  dwi  cstabliAiitf  iHJ 
ic  felt  not  so  mncli  the  love  of  Kberty'  ii'lidUi 
nance  to  ntlMKit^.      4  ■  .  r* 

It  hot  te<tt  obtervc^  that  ibey  wild  ttbM' 
clamour  lor  Hbert^  do  M  ttpft  libetlAiy  |(miir!l 
What  we  know  iof  Mihon^  dtfraecer,  a 
tic  relatioai,  »,  that'  he  tras  aevcit  and 
Hit  family  consisted  cf  women}  and  tbeni 
in  his  boohs  something  like  aTittkish 
females,  as  aahordinate  and  inferior  beni^; 
bis  own  daughters  nfight  not  break  the  raidtii*' 
sufiercd  them  to  be  depressed  by  a  mean  vitt  if 
norious  education,  lie  thought  wonran  made  mS 
for  obiedience,  and.  man  only  for  rebellion. 

Of  his  family  some  account  may  be  expMr 
His  sister,  first  married  10  Mr.  philips,  alter^ 
manried  Kir.  Agar,  a  friend  of  her  first  hndM 
who  niiDceeded  mm  in  the  Crown^bfli^.     Sllb 
by  her  first  husband  (Edvard  and  John,  t1|e 
nephews  whom  Milton  educated ;  $fad  by  hi 
cood,  two  daughters. 

Hb  brother,  Sir  Christopher,  had  two  d 
tcrs,  Maiy  lUd  Catbarhie^i  and  a  son  Tl 

.  *  Mtitkfkmmpenommen  livinl at  lIollMrty  ibmc 
ITdA^  and  U  ttait.tiaw  vmtemeA  aucb  a  dd^nreuf  he 
ttrcniefVat  cn^Hrll  thi|A  on  8t\Bdafs  and  Pnfrr^fi 
a  mile  up  a  atccp  M  to  JUynptrchapeL .  One  of. ' 
Ninci}Ntwo  at  tne  time  of  ner  dcaili.    'Fh^  iMiei 
Jfniiwn  li»  fewf  and  their  nasM*  Were ronvpted  mto  IV 
r/u:  Crowuohice  oMmiioned  ia  ibc  two  i9$t  paragupl 
io  undcnund  tht  Crowa-vil&ct  of  \Ykc  ^v>xu«tCtan 
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cceeded  Agar  in  the  Crown-office,  and  left 
Iter  living  in  1749  in  Grosvcnor-street. 
on  had  children  o^ly  by  hit  firat  mrife; 
Mary,  and  Deborah.  Anne,  thougMk- 
,  married  a  master-builder,  and  died  o^ier 
ild.  Mary  died  single.  Deborah  married 
tm  Clark,  a  weaver  in  Spital-fields,  and  lived 
-six  years,  to  August  1727.  This  is  the 
:r  of  whom  public  mention  has  been  made, 
fold  repeat  the  first  lines  of  Homer,  the 
orphoses,  and  some  of  Euripides,  by  hav- 
en read  them.  Yet  here  incredulity  is  ready 
e  a  stand.  Many  repetitions  are  necessary 
n  the  memory  lines  not  understood ;  and 
ould  Milton  wish  or  want  to  hear  them  bo 
These  lines  were  at  the  beginning  of  the 
Of  a  book  written  in  a  language  not  un- 
k1,  the  beginning  raises  no  more  attention 
le  end ;  and  as  those  that  understand  it  know 
mly  the  beginning  best,  its  rehearsal  will 
I  be  necessary.  It  is  not  likely  that  Milton 
:d  any  passage  to  be  so  much  repeated  as  that 
ighter  could  learn  it ;  nor  likely  that  he  de- 
be  initial  lines  to  be  read  at  all ;  nor  that 
ighter,  weary  of  the  drudgery  of  pronoun- 
ddeal  sounds,  would  voluntarily  commit  them 
mory. 

this  gentlewoman  Addison  made  a  pTestut^ 
omised  sonit  establishment ;  but  died  %ooxi 
Qaeeu  Caroline  sent  her  fifty  ttuincai.    SVe 

'ON.       VOL,  i.  Q 
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id  seven  sons  and -three  daughters;  hut  nonet 

lem  had  any  children,  eaicept  her  ion  Caleb  ^ 

icr   daughter   Elizabeth.      Caleb  vent  to  fb 

it^coige  in  the  East  Indies,  and  had  two  sooty  < 

wamn  nothing  is  now  known.     Elizabeth  nurri^ 

Thomas  Foster,  a  weaver  in  Spital-ficlds  |  and  b^ 

seven  children,  who  all  died.     She  kept  a  pea 

grocer's  or  chandler's  shop,  first  at  HoUoway, 

afterwards  in  Cock-lane  near  Shoreditch  Ch 

She  knew  little  of  her  grandfather,  and  that 

was  not  good.     She  told  of  his  harshness  to  h 

daughters,  and  hU  refusal  to  have  them  taught  ( 

write;  and,  in  opposition  to  other  accounts*  repr 

sented  him  as  delicate,  though  temperate,  in  J 

diet. 

In  1750,  April  5,  Camvs  was  played  tor 
benefit.     She  had  so  little  acquaintance  with 
version  of  g^ucty,  that  she  did  not  know  what 
intended  when  a  benefit  was  offered   her. 
profiu  of  the  night  were  only  one  hundred 
thirty  pounds,  though  Dr.  Newton  brought  a 
contribution ;  and  twenty  pounds  were  giv< 
Tonson,  a  man  who  is  to  Imb  praised  as  often 
is  named.    Of  this  sum  one  hundred  pound 
placed  in  the  stocks,  after  some  debate  betwf 
and  her  husband  in  whose  name  it  should 
tered;  and  the  rest  augmented  their  littlf 
with  which  they  removed  to  Islington.     1 
tbc  greatest  benef^tction  that  Paradise  L 
juvcmcd  the  autiior's  descendwu  >  vA  xc 
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bo  has  now  attcmptpd  to  relate  his  Life,   had 
e  honour  of  contributing  a  Prologue. 


IN  the  examination  of  Milton's  poetical  works, 
shall  pay  so  much  regard  to  time  as  to  begin  with 
is  juvenile  productions.  For  his  early  pieces  he 
ems  to  have  had  a  degree  of  fondness  not  very 
adable;  what  he  has  once  written  he  resolves  to 
"eservc,  and  give  to  the  public  an  unfinished 
)em,  which  he  broke  off  because  he  was  nothing 
tisjied  with  what  he  had  ,done,  supposing  his 
adcrs  less  nice  than  himself.  These  preludes  to 
s  future  labors  are  in  Italian,  Latin,  and  English. 
f  the  Italian  I  cannot  pretend  to  speak  as  a  cri- 
: ;  but  I  heard  them  commended  by  a  man  well 
lalified  to  decide  their  merit.  The  Latin  pieces 
t  lusciously  elegant;  but  the  delight  which  they 
ford  is  rather  by  the  exquisite  imitation  of  the  an- 
ent  writers,  by  the  purity  of  the  diction,  and  the 
annony  of  the  numbers,  than  by  any  power  of 
ivention,  or  vigour  of  sentiment.  They  are  not 
1  of  equal  value ;  the  elegies  excel  the  odes  ;  and 
Hnc  of  the  exercises  on  Gua-powdcr  Treason 
light  have  been  spared. 

The  English  poems,  though  they  make  no  pro- 
'iscs  of  Paradise  Lost,  have  this  evidence  of  gc- 
ittJ,  that  they  have  a  cast  original  and  unborrowed, 
ut  their  peculiarity  is  not  exceWeivee  •,  '\^  x^acn 
Terfrom  verses  of  others,    they   dVKcx   ^ot   vV^ 
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Mne;  for  Aey  aie  too  often  dutinguiihed 
poliive  buihDcn  j  the  comluiiattoM  of  wo 
sew,  btit  tbtj  ne  dm  plcnirgi  the  rlijni 
epitbet*  icein  to  be  Uborioutly  toughti  m 
leatly  tpplied. 

tW  in  ibe  curly  para  of  hit  lile  be  wro 
Bmcb  cue  appcu*  bom  hi)  munucdpti,  I 
ptcfened  «  Caiobridge,  in  which  many 
(miller  workl  uc  fbuod  M  tbcy  were  fint  \ 
with  the  tubiequeiit  corcectioM.  Such  i 
diew  haw  excellence  ii  icquircd  i  what  wi 
ever  to  do  with  eue,  we  ntaitkain&ntEo  i 
diligence. 

ThoK  who  adniie  the  beautiei  of  thi 
poet  tocnelitaet  brce  their  own  judgment  in 
approbuion  of  hii  little  plecci,  and  previ 
ihcmtelvci  to  thiak  that  admirable  which 
tingnlac.  All  that  than  compotitioDi  ci 
manly  Uiain  it  neatneit  and  eUgance. 
never  leuncd  the  art  of  doing  little  thiD| 
grace ;  he  overlooked  the  milder  excellc 
(uavity  and  loftncM ;  he  vrai  a  litm  that 
iHnixJaiidBigtitKid. 

On^  of  the  poemi  on  which  much  pn 
been  beitowed  ii  Lycidat ;  of  which  the  di 
hanh,  the  ihymci  Dnceiiain,  and  the  Duml 
pleaiing.  What  beauty  there  is  we  mult 
filre  icek  in  the  scntimcnii  and  imago.  L 
to  be  coufdered  ai  the  cffiiion  of  real  p; 
6>r  pMtion  na*  not  aitci  icmo^^  i\Wi!x» 
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scure  opinions.  Passion  plucks  no  berries  from 
the  myrtle  and  ivy,  nor  calls  upon  Arethuse  and 
Miocius,  nor  tells  of  rough  satyrs' zxi'^  fauns  with 
doven  hecL  Where  there  is  leisure  for  fiction  there 
ij  little  grief.  * 

In  this  poem  there  is  no  nature,  for  there  is  no 
troth;  there  is  no  art,  for  there,  is  nothing  new. 
Its  form  is  that  of  a  pastoral,  easy,  vulgar,  and 
therefore  disgusting  ;  whatever  images  it  can  sup* 
ply  are  long  ago  exhausted  ;  and  its  inherent  im- 
probability alwiays  forces  dissatisfaction  on  the  mind. 
When  Cowley  tells  of  Her\'cy,  that  they  studied 
together,  it  is  easy  to  suppose  how  much  he  must 
miss  the  companion  of  his  labours,  and  the  partner 
of  his  discoveries;  but  what  image  of  tenderness 
can  be  excited  by  these  lines  I 

We  drove  a  field,  and  both  together  heard 
What  time  the  grey  fly  winds  her  sultry  horn. 
Battening  our  flocks  with  the  fresh  dews  of  night. 

We  know  that  they  never  drove  a  field,  and  that 
they  had  no  flocks  to  batten ;  and  though  it  be  al- 
lowed that  the  representation  may  be  allegorical, 
the  true  meaning  is  so  uncertain,  and  remote,  that 
it  is  never  sought  because  it  cannot  be  known  when 
it  is  found. 

Among  the  flocks,  and  copses,  and  flowers,  ap- 
pear the  heathen  deities;  Jove  and  Phcebus,  Nep- 
tune and  iEolus,  with  a  long  train  of  mytVioXo^vcA 
/a»^j7>  sucA  as  a  College  easily  suppVics.     Ko- 
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thing  can  Icti  displiy  knowledge,  or  leu  excrciu 
invention,  tlian  to  tell  bow  a  ihepheid  hat  lott  tut 
companion,  and  must  now  feed  hi*  flock*  alone, 

wiihout  any  judge  of  bis  ikiU  in  piping;  and  bow 
one  god  askj  another  god  what  is  become  of  Lych 
das,  and  how  neither  god  can  tell.  He  who  thnt 
gricvei  will  excite  no  sj'mpathy;  he  who  tbn 
praisei  will  confer  no  honor. 

This  poem  hai  yet  a  grosser  fault.  With  thcM 
triftii^  fictions  are  mingled  the  most  awful  nxl 
sacred  truths,  such  as  ought  never  to  be  poUmcd 
with  such  ineveiend  combinations.  The  ifacpbod 
likewi«e  is  now  a  feeder  of  sheep,  and  afterwards 
an  ecclesiastical  pastor,  a  superinlcndant  of  • 
Christian  flock.  Such  equivocation!  arc  alwayi 
unskilful ;  but  here  they  are  indecent,  and  at  leM 
approach  to  impiety,  of  wbicb,  however,  I  believe 
the  writer  not  to  have  been  conscious. 

Such  is  the  power  of  reputation  justly  acquired, 
that  its  blaze  drives  away  the  eye  fronj  nice  exa- 
mination. Surely  no  man  could  have  fancied  that 
he  read  Lytidat  with  pleasure,  had  he  not  known 
its  author. 

Of  the  two  pieces,  VAlUgro  and  //  Pemcrout 
I  believe  -opinion  is  uniform ;  every  man  that  read* 
them,  reads  them  wiih  pleasure.  The  autbor'ider 
sign  is  not,  what  Theobald  baa  remarked,  merely 
to  shew  how  objeets  derive  their  colours  from  the 
Mund,    by  representing  the  operation  of  the  MOP 
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things  upon  the  gay  and  the  melancholy  temper, 
or  upon  the  same  man  as  he  is  differently  disposed ; 
but  rather  how,  among  the  successive  variety  of 
appearances,  every  disposition  of  mind  takes  hold 
QB  those  by  which  it  may  be  gratified. 

The  chearful  man  hears  the  lark  in  the  morn- 
ing ;  the  pensim  man  hears  the  nightingale  in  the 
evening.  The  chearful  man  sees  the  cock  strut, 
and  hears  the  horn  and  hounds  echo  in  the  wood ; 
then  walks,  not  unseen^  to  observe  the  glory  of  the 
rising  sun,  or  listen  to  the  singing  milk-maid,  and 
view  the  labors  of  the  plowman  and  the  mower; 
then  casts  his  eye  about  him  over  scenes  of  smiling 
plenty,  and  looks  up  to  the  distant  tower,  the  re- 
iidence  of  some  fair  inhabitant ;  thus  he  pursues 
rural  gaiety  through  a  day  of  labour  or  of  play, 
md  delights  himself  at  night  with  the  fanciful  nar- 
ratives of  superstitious  ignorance. 

The  pensive  man,  at  one  time,  walks  unseen  to 
muse  at  midnight;  and  at  another  hears  the  sullen 
curfew.  If  the  weather  drives  him  home,  he  sits 
in  a  room  lighted  only  by  glowing  embers ;  or  by 
a  lonely  lamp  outwatches  the  North  Star,  to  dis- 
cover the  habitation  of  separate  souls,  and  varies 
the  shades  of  meditation,  by  contemplating  the 
magnificent  or  pathetic  scenes  of  tragic  and  epic 
poetry.  When  the  morning  comes,  a  morning 
gloomy  with  rain  and  wind,  he  walks  into  the  dark 
trackless  woods,  falls  asleep  by  some  mutmvvcm^ 
Witer,  and  wJth  mplancboly  enthutmm  ^-^^^cxft 
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'  Mime  dream  of  progpesuctdon»  or  MMM  i 
played  by  atrial  perfonnen. 

Both  Mirth  and  Mehncboly  are  ^litary,  i 
inhabitantt  of  the  breast,  that  neither  yeceivi 
transmit  communication ;  no  mendon  it  die# 
made  of  a  .philoaophical  friend,  or  a  pleasant 
panion.  The  teriontneit  does  not  arise  firon 
participation  of  calamity,  nor  the  gaiety  fiton 
pleasures  of  the  bottle. 

-  The  man  of  ckearfiUneUf  having  exhaostei 
country,  tries  what  t&wertd  cities  will  afford 
xn ingles  with  scenes  of  splendor,  gay  assem 
and  nuptial  festivities ;  but  he  mingles  a 
spectator,  as,  when  the  learned  comedies  of  Jo 
or  the  wild  dramas  6f  Shakspeare,  are  exhil 
jjc  attends  the  theatre. 

The  pensive  man  never  loses  himself  in  cr 
|>ut  walks  the  cloitter,  or  frequents  the  cath 
j^iltcm  probably  had  not  yet  forsaken  the  CI 
Both  his  characters  delight  in  music;  b 
j^eins  to  think  that  chearful  notes  would  hai 
^ned  from  Pluto  a  complete  dismission  of 
SicCf  of  whom  solemn  sounds  only  piocn 
con^J***'""*^  release. 

pot  the  old  age  of  Chearfulness  he  mak 
pyCTvi**^ ;  but  Melancholy  he  conductt  witb 
dignity  to  the  dose  of  Ufc.  HU  Chearfuh 
^th<^^  *c^»^»  and  hit  Pensivenett  withoi 


^  7 /rro*^  these  two  pocin*  tXifc  i 


vGcaL%<^«  arc 
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perly  selected,  and  nicely  distinguished;  but  the 
colours  of  the  diction  seem  not  sufficiently  discri- 
miDated.  I  know  not  whether  the  characters  arc 
kept  sufficiently  apart.  No  mirth  can,  indeed,  be 
found  in  his  xnelaneholy  /Put  I  am  afraid  that  I 
always  meet  some  melancholy  in  his  mirth.  They 
jtre  two  noble  effi}rts  of  imagination  *. 

The  greatest  of  his  juvenile  performances  is  the 
Mask  of  Camus f  in  which  may  very  plainly  be  dis- 
covered the  dawn  or  twilight  of  Paradise  Lost, 
Milton  appears  to  have  formed  very  early  that 
system  of  diction,  and  mode  of  verse,  which  his 
Qatarer  judgment  approved,  and  from  which  he 
Dcver  endeavored  nor  desired  to  deviate. 

Nor  does  Comus  afford  only  a  specimen  of  his 
language:  it  exhibits  likewise  his  power  of  de- 
tcriptiou  and  his  vigour  of  sentiment,  employed  in 
the  praise  and  defence  of  virtue.  A  work  more 
^ly  poetical  is  rarely  found ;  allusions,  images, 
and  descriptive  epithets,  embellish  almost  every 
period  with  lavish  decoration.  As  a  series  of  lines, 
^refore,  it  may  be  considered  as  worthy  of  all  the 
admiration  with  which  the  votaries  have  received  it* 

•  Mr.  Warton  intimates  (and  there  can  be  little  doubt  of  the 
^rothof  his  conjecture)  that  Milton  borrowed  many  of  the  ima- 
l^  in  these  two  fine  poems  from  *  Burton's  Anatomy  of  Melan- 
choly,' a  book  published  in  1631,  and  at  sundry  times  since, 
'•xjunding  in  learning,  curious  information,  and  pleasantry.  Mr. 
^*non  says,  that  Milton  appears  to  have  been  an  attentive 
fc'der  thereof;  and  to  this  assertion  I  ad4,  ot  m'j  o>nwV^v\ovj- 
'^e,  that  it  was  a  book  that  Dr.  Johnson  frequenVV^  le^tx^^vo^ 
^Bua/ oOers have  done,  for  amusement  aivei\3^c  l^VxtMt  ^ 
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As  a  drama  it  is  deficient.     The  action 
probable.     A  Masque,  in  those  parts  vh( 
pernatural  intervention  is  admitted,  must 
be  given  up  to  all  tb^reaks  of  imagination 
^o  far  as  the  action  iHKierely  human,  it  oi 
be  reasonable,  which  can  hardly  be  said 
conduct  of  the  two  brothers;    >rho,   when 
sister  sinks  with  fatigue  in  a  pathless  wild 
wander  both  away  together  in  search  of  ben- 
far  to  find  their  vray   back,   and  leave  a    h 
Lady  to  all  the   sadness   and  danger  of  sc 
This  however  is  a  defect  overbalanced   by  i 
venience. 

What  deserves  more  reprehension  is,  t1 
prologue  spoken  in  the  wild  wood  by  the 
ant  Spirit  is  addressed  to  the  audience  ;  a  m 
communication  so  contrary  to  the  nature  < 
matic  representation,  that  no  precedents  cs 
port  it. 

The  discourse  of  the  Spirit  is  too  long ; 
jection  that  may  be  made  to  almost  all  the  i 
ing  speeches  ;  they  have  not  the  spriteline 
dialogue  animated  by  reciprocal  contentio 
seem  rather  declamations  deliberately  com 
and  formally  repeated,  on  a  moral  question, 
auditor  therefore  listens  as  to  a  lecture,  v 
passion,  without  anxiety. 

The  song  of  Comus  has  airiness  and  y 
but,  wlmt  may  recommend  M\\\^ow'&  vcvcvraU  ; 
Jf  his  poetry,  the  inviuuous  lo  ^Xt-Aswxo.  ^x 
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Dcral,  that  they  excite  no  distinct  images  of  cor- 
lupt  enjoyment,  and  take  no  dangerous  huld  on 
tlie  fancv. 

The  following  soliloquies  of  Comus  and  t!ic 
Lady  are  elegant,  but  tedious.  The  song  niii^t 
owe  much  to  the  voice,  if  it  ever  can  delight.  At 
Ittt  the  Brothers  enter,  with  too  much  tranquillity  ; 
nd  when  they  have  feared  lest  their  sister  .should 
be  in  danger,  and  hoped  that  she  is  not  in  danger, 
die  Elder  makes  a  speech  in  praise  of  chastity,  and 
tbe  Younger  finds  how  fine  it  is  to  be  a  philo^io- 
pbcr. 

Then  descends  the  Spirit  in  form  of  a  shepherd  ; 
and  the  Brother,  instead  of  being  in  haste  k^  ask 
bis  help,  praises  his  singing,  and  enquires  his  biisi. 
oca  iu  that  place.  It  is  remarkable,  that  at  thi^ 
intcmcw  the  Brother  is  taken  with  a  short  fit  of 
rhyming.  The  Spirit  relates  that  the  Lady  is  in 
the  power  of  Comus  ;  the  Brother  moralises  again ; 
uid  the  Spirit  makes  a  lung  narration,  of  no  use 
hccause  it  is  false,  and  therefore  unsuitable  to  a 
good  Being. 

In  all  these  parts  the  language  is  poetical,  and 
the  sentiments  arc  generous;  but  there  is  somcihing 
vaijting  to  allure  attention. 

The  dispute  between  the  Lady  and  Comus  is 
the  most  animated  and  affecting  scene  of  the  drama, 
and  wants  nothing  but  a  brisker  reciprocation  of 
objections  and  replies  to  invite  attention,  aiid  dc« 
tain  it. 


The  (ongi  are  Tigoroui,  »ni  full  of  imagi 
but  they  arc  harsh  in  their  diction,  uxl  not ' 
musical  in  their  nuiDben. 

Throughout  the  whole,  the  figure)  are  too  b 
and  the  language  too  luxuriant  for  dialogue. 
a  drama  in  the  epic  nyle,  inelegantly  apleodid, 
tediously  instructlTe. 

Tlie  Smmeti  were  written  in  difierent  pait 
Milton's  life,  upon  different  occasion).  They 
serve  not  any  particular  criliciim  ;  for  of  (he 
il  can  only  be  said,  that  they  arc  not  bad; 
perhaps  only  the  eighth  and  tweoty-firsi  are  t 
entitled  to  this  slender  commendation.  The  h 
of  a  sonnet,  however  adapted  to  the  Italian 
guage,  ku  never  succeeded  io  ours,  which,  ha' 
great  variety  of  term i nation,  requires  the  rhyme 
be  often  changed. 

Those  little  pieces  may  be  dispatched  w!tl 
much  anxiety;  a  greater  work  calls  for  grc 
care.  I  am  now  to  examine  Paradise  Last 
poem,  which,  considered  with  respect  to  del 
may  claim  the  first  place,  and  with  respect  to 
formance,  the  second,  among  the  production 
the  human  mind. 

By  the  general  consent  of  critics,  the  first  pi 
of  geniui  is  due  to  the  writer  of  an  epic  poen 
it  requirea  an  assemblage  of  all  the  powcrt  W 
are  ungly  sufficient  for  other  compositions.  Pc 
II  tie  irt  of  uniting  pleasure  fiiih  tmih,  by  cal 
'oiaginitioB  lo  the  help  ot  luson.    ^'^i'<^  V 
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es  to  teach  the  most  important  truths  by 
pleasing  precepts,  and  therefore  relates 
tat  event  in  the  most  affecting  manner, 
must  supply  the  writer  with  the  rudiments 
ion, -which  he  must  improve  and  exalt  by 
art,  must  animate  by  dramatic  energy,  and 
by  retrospection  and  anticipation ;  mora- 
t  teach  him  the  exact  bounds,  and  different 
>f  Vice  and  virtue ;  from  policy,  and  the 
of  life,  he  has  to  learn  the  discriminations 
cter,  and  the  tendency  of  the  passions, 
Qgle  or  combined ;   and  physiology  must' 
lim  with  illustrations  and  images.     To  put 
iterials  to  poetical  use,  is  required  an  ima- 
capable  of  painting  nature,  and  realizing 
Nor  is  he  yet  a  poet  till  he  has  attained 
le  extension  of  his  language,  distinguished 
lelicacies  of  phrase,  and  all  the  colors  of 
nd' learned  to  adjust  their  different  sounds 
e  varieties  of  metrical  modulation. 
I  is  of  opinion  that  the  poet's  first  work  is 
.  firoraif  which  his  fable  is  afterwards  to 
r  and  establish.     This  seems  to  have  been 
ess  only  of  Milton ;  the  moral  of  other 
s  incidental  and  consequent ;  in  Milton's 
8  essential  and  intrinsic.    His  purpose  was 
:  useful  and  the  most  arduous ;  to  vindicate 
r  of  God  to  man ;  to  shew  the  te^soivaLVA^-^ 
t^iffoo,  and  the  necessity  of  o\)t^\ctvcit  x<i 
irJLjnr. 


H 


To  CI 


.f>-  .! 


narnliaa  anfulljr  cooiliuciut,  to  as  to 
riosity,  and  uupcuc  cx'pccuiion.  In 
fail  work,  MihoD  muH  be  cooicsied  to 
led  evciy  oifacr  pact.  He  hai  involve 
count  (rf'  (he  Fall  of  Man  the  event* 
ceded,  and  ihoic  that  were  lo  fbliow  it 
tcrwovcn  the  whole  lyitem  of  iheolog; 
piopiicty,  thai  cvciy  pail  appcais  to  be 
and  icaicely  my  recital  is  wished 
the  lake  of  ijuicteiiiog  the  prc^rcM  o 

The  tubject  of  m  epic  poem  is  i 
event  of  great  imponance-  Thai  of  M 
the  destruction  of  a  city,  the  craiduct  c 
01  the  foundation  of  an  cmpiic.  Hi< 
the  fate  of  worlds,  the  revoluuons  of 
of  eaiih ;  rebellion,  agalnil  the  Supr 
laiicd  by  the  highest  order  of  created  I 
overthrow  of  their   host,   and  the  pui 


;    the 


of  a 


;  their  original  happinei 
cence,  their  foifcituie  of  immortality 
lesioraiion  to  hope  and  peace. 

Great  cventt  caa  be  hastened  or  re 
by  pertoni  of  elevated  dignity.  Befor 
oeii  displayed  in  Milmn's  poem,  all  oth 
shrinks  away.  The  weakest  of  bi>  ag 
bighesl  anid  noblest  of  human  belugi, 
/lareaU  of  jauikiarl ;  wilb  ni^qk  »U 
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s  consented ;  on  M'hose  rectitude,  or  deviation 
11,  depended  the  state  of  terrestrial  nature, 
he  condition  of  all  the  future  inhabitants  of 
lobe. 

f  the  other  agents  in  the  poem,  the  chief  are 
as  it  is  irreverence  to  name  on  slight  occa- 
The  rest  were  lower  powers; 

—  of  which  the  least  could  wield 

ose  elements,  and  arm  him  with  the  force 

all  their  regions ; 

:n,  which  only  the  control  of  Omnipotence 
tins  from  laying  creation  waste,  and  filling  the 
expanse  of  space  with  ruin  and  confusion, 
isplay  the  motives  and  actions  of  beings  thus 
ior,  so  far  as  human  reason  can  examine  them^ 
iman  imagination  represent  them,  is  the  task 
h  this  mighty  poet  has  undertaken  and  per- 

!d. 

I  the  4Exami  nation  of  epic  poems  much  specu- 
1  is  commonly  employed  upon  the  characters. 
characters  in  the  Paradise  Lost,  which  admit 
camination,  arc  those  of  angels  and  of  man ; 
gels  good  and  evil ;  of  man  in  his  innocent 
inful  state, 
mong  the  angels,  the  virtue    of  Raphael    is 

and  placid,  of  easy  condescension  and  free 
nunication ;  that  of  Michael  is  regal  and  lofty^ 

as  TMy  seem,  attentive  to  the  dignity  ol  \v\^ 
nature,     Abdicl  and    Gabriel  ^pp^^T   oce^* 

II  2 
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lionaHy.  W  act  ai  every  incident  requitet;  tlK 
Eoliuiy  fidelity  of  Abdiel  h  veryimubly  paifMdL 

or  the  evil  angels  the  cliaracleri  are  moie  £> 
venilied.  To  Satan,  ai  Addison  obscrrci,  Mch 
sentiments  are  given  as  suit  lit  miut  txaited  tad 
most  depraved  tang.  Milton  bas  been  ccruarell  hf 
Cliirke*,  fui  the  impiety  vrlucb  sometinles  hlt^ 
from  Satan's  mouth.  For  there  are  thoi^Ittl,  ■ 
he  Justly  remarks,  which  no  observation  of  cb»' 
racier  can  justify,  because  no  good  man  wooU 
willingly  permit  them  to  pass,  however  iransieiltlfi 
through  bis  ovm  mind.  To  make  Satm  tpcak-M  % 
rebel,  uritboat  uy  fuch  expreaiom  at  mi^  OMt 
the  reader**  unaginatian,  wai  indeed  one  of  At 
great  diSculiiei  in  Milton'i  undertaking,  and  I 
cannot  but  think  that  he  has  eiiricated  hunietf 
with  great  happioesi.  There  is  in  Satan's  speeelM 
little  thai  can  ^ve  pain  to  a.  pious  ear.  The  li» 
guage  of  rebellion  cannot  be  the  same  with  di* 
of  obedience. ,  The  malignity  of  Satan  IbaBa  ia 
haugbiinest  and  tAalinacy ;  but  hi*  eapreniana  *R 
ocimmonly  general,  and  no  otherwise  oScvive  Am 
as  they  are  wicked. 

The  other  chiefs  of  the  celestial  lebettiiM  «• 
very  judiciously  discriminated  in  the  fint  and  M> 
cood  books;  and  the  feiociaiu  cbuactcr  of  U<^ 
loch  appears,  both  in  the  battle  and  the  coamdli 
with  exact  conuslcncy. 

To  Adam  aiuk  to  ¥.ve  axe  ^ven,  during  ilidt 
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innocence,  such  sentiments  as  innocence  can  ge- 
nerate and  utter.  Their  love  is  pure  benevolence 
and  mutual  veneration ;  their  repasts  are  ^vithout 
luxury,  and  their  diligence  without  toil.  Their 
addresses  to  their  Maker  have  little  more  than  the 
voice  of  admiration  and  gratitude.  Fruition  left 
them  nothing  to  ask;  and  innocence  left  them  no- 
thing to  fear. 

But  with  guilt  enter  distrust  and  discord,  mu- 
tual accusation,  and  stubborn  self-defence ;  they 
regard  each  other  with  alienated  minds,  and  dread 
their  Creator  as  the  avenger  of  their  transgression. 
At-last  they  seek  shelter  in  his  mercy,  soften  to  re- 
pentance, and  melt  in  supplication.  Both  before 
and  after  the  Fall,  the  superiority  of^||H&  is  di- 
ligently sustained.  .  'j^^^v' 

Of  the  probable  and  the  martfelloJUKtm  "p^rts 
of  a  vulgar  epic  poem,  which  immerge  the  critic  in 
deep  consideration,  iht  Paradise  Lost  rcqanes  little 
to  be  said.'  It  contains  the  history  of  a  miracle  of 
Creation  and  Redemption ;  it  displays  the  power 
and  the  mercy  of  the  Supreme  Being ;  the  probable 
therefore  is  fnarvellous,  and  the  marvellous  is  pro- 
bable. The  substance  of  the  narrative  is  truth  ; 
and,  as  truth  allows  no  choice,  it  is  like  necessity, 
soperiorto  rule.  To  the  accidental  or  adventitious 
parts,  as  to  every  thing  human,  some  slight  ex- 
ceptions may  be  made.  But  the  main  fabric  is  im- 
movably supported. 

h  is  justly  remarked  by  Addison,  that  ll:\\s  ^o«.tcv 

H  3 


hu,  bf  tfae  uBra  of-  iM  obiect^  At  idfHttgi . 
above  all  oihera,  ihM  it  it  anTeWly  mi.  p«if 
tually  inteitniiig.  All  wmkinJ  will,  IhitN^  JL 
■gBi,  bcutlM  MOW  relawai  to  Adui  and'to  K**i 
■nd  mu«t  pnttkc  of  that  good  nd  nil  viaA  -^ 


Of  the  imtkMtty,  *a  tailed  fiow  •Jk.  M 
(ui%a»!ii  b^  which  ii  meant  the  occwionil-  iBUn 
potitioD  of  lapenKtml  power,  inodKr  fertile  to> 
pic  of  criliol  remaiki,  horn  it  no  i 
becauK  every  thing  ia  done  nnder  i 
and  visible  diiiectioivof  Heaven:  bat  die  mla-  il 
o  part  of  the  action  cooll 
d  by  any  other  mem. 
■f  i  think  there  are  only  cwo^  am 
ael'i  relation  of  the  war  in  kcsfMi 
tpwphetic  account  of  the  chn^e*  H 
ID  dut  world.  Both  are  doaely  coniitetM  ' 
wth  the  great  action :  ooe  wai  Decenary  to  AidHf 
11  a  warning,  the  other  ai  a  cooiolatian. 

To  tile  completeneu  or  integrity  of  the  den^ 
soihing  can  be  objected}  ithaidiMinctlyandelc^f 
wbat  Ariatotla  requirei,  a  beginning,  a  middle,  tod 
an  end.  There  it  perli^  no  poem,  of  the-  imm 
length,  (ram  wblch  to  little  cao  be  taken  wdtont 
apparent  mniilUMN,  Here  are  no  fonenl  pnOt 
aor  ii  there  any  long  deiciiption  of  a  tbieM.  TIW 
thorl  digrewont  at  the  beginning  of  (be  tkifd, 
seventh,  and   oinifa    bookt,    might    doubtleu    be 
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take  away  ?  or  who  does  not  vrish  that  the  author 
of  the  Uiad  had  gratified  succeeding  ages  with  a 
fitiie  knowledge  of  himself.  Perhaps  no  passages 
aic  more  frequently  or  more  attentively  read  than  • 
AoK  extrmsfc  paragraphs  ;  and,  since  the  end  of 
poetry  is  pleasure,  that  cannot  he  unpoetical  with 
vfckh  all  are  pleased. 

The  questionSy  whether  the  action  of  the  poem 
be  stiictly  me^  whether  the  poem  can  he  properly 
iemied  heroic^  and  who  is  the  hero,  are  raised  hy 
lacb  readers  as  draw  ihfeir  principles  of  judgment 
lathcr  from  hooks  than  from  reason.  Milton, 
tbaa^  be  intituled  Paradise  Lest  only  a  poem,  yet 
ealls  it  himself  heroic  song,  Dryden,  petulantly 
ind  indecently,  denies  the  heroism  of  Adam,  he- 
canse  be  was  overcome;  hut  there  is  no  reason 
why  the  hero  should  not  he  unfortunate,  except 
ctt^isbed  practice,  since  success  and  virtue  do  not 
go  necessarily  together.  Cato  is  the  hero  of  Lucan ; 
but  Locan's  authority  will  not  he  suffered  by  Quin- 
tilian  to  decide.  However,  if  success  be  necessary, 
Adam's  deceiver  was  at  last  crushed ;  Adam  was 
icstored  to  his  Maker's  favor,  and  therefore  may 
•ecntely  resume  his  human  rank. 

After  the  scheme  and  fabric  of  the  poem,  must 
be  considered  its  component  parts,  the  sentiments 
and  the  diction. 

The  sentiments,  as  expressive  of  manners,  or  ap- 
piopriated  to  characters,  are,  for  the  ^ttAVtx  Y^xX, 
tmexceptionably  just, 
SpJcadki passages,  containing  U&soivs  o^  taoi^vvv 
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or  precepts  of  prudence,  occur  leldom.  Such  t 
ihe  original  formaiion  of  this  poem,  that,  w  il  ad 
mils  no  human  manners  till  the  Fall,  it  can  givi 
litilc  iniitaoce  (o  human  conduct.  lu  end  it  U 
laise  the  thoughts  above  lublunaiy  cam  or  |>Ie> 
suTcs.  Vet  the  praise  of  that  foititude,  with  whicl 
Abdiel  maintained  his  singulaiily  of  virtue  ag>M 
(he  icoin  of  muliitudei,  may  be  accoromaitated  ti 
all  timet ;  and  Raphaet'i  reproof  of  Adim'i  ciui 
osity  after  the  planetary  motions,  with  the  aniwc 
relumed  by  Adam,  may  be  confidently  oppotcd  t< 
any  rule  of  life  which  any  poet  has  dc-liveied. 

The  thoughts  which  are  occasionally  called  fort] 
in  the  progress,  are  such  as  could  only  be  producei 
by  an  imagination  in  the  highest  degree  fervid  aw 
active,  to  which  materials  were  supplied  by  incessan 
(tudy  and  unlimited  curiosity.  The  heat  of  Miltoo' 
mind  might  be  said  to  sublimate  his  leamiog,  b 
throw  oif  into  his  work  the  spirit  of  science,  ua 
mingled  with  its  grosser  parts. 

Me  had  considered  creation  in  its  whole  extent 
and  hit  descripuons  are  therefore  learned.  He  hai 
accustomed  hjs  imagination  to  unrestrained  iodol 
gence,  and  his  conceptioiu  therefore  were  exten 
tive.  The  characteristic  quality  of  his  poem  t 
sublimity.  He  sometimes  descends  to  the  elegant 
but  his  element  is  the  great.  He  can  occasionall; 
invest  himself  with  grace  ;  but  his  natural  port  i 
gigantic  loftiness*.  He  can  please  when  pleasuP 
M  required  ;  but  it  is  his  pecuVtM  f  Q-#ei  Vo  aajmish 
'4's^raiii  tecmt  iletjantescmulttun'ta  JKUoniajm,  '^ 
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He  seems  to  have  been  well  acquainted  with  his 
ovn  genius,  and  to  know  what  it  was  that  Nature 
had  bestowed  upon  him  moie  bountifully  than  upon 
otben ;  the  power  of  displaying  the  vast,  illumi- 
BHiog  the  splendid,  enforcing  the  awful,  darkening 
tile  gIooiny»  and  aggravating  the  dreadful ;  he  there- 
fere  chose  a  subject  on  which  too  much  could  not 
be  said,  on  which  he  might  tire  his  fancy  without 
&  censure  of  extravagance. 

The  aq>pearances  of  nature,  and  the  occurrences 
t)f  \ifcf  did  not  satiate  his  appetite  of  greatness. 
To  paint  things  as  they  are,  requires  a  minute  at- 
leiitioD,  and  employs  the  memory  rather  than  the 
hocy*  Milton*s  delight  was  to  sport  in  the  wide 
Rgions  of  possibility ;  reality  was  a  scene  too  nar- 
low  for  his  mind.  He  sent'  his  faculties  out  upon 
discovery^  into  worlds  where  only  imagination  can 
tranrel,  and  delighted  to  form  new  modes  of  ex- 
Btcnce,  and  furnish  sentiment  and  action  to  supe- 
lior  beings,  to  trace  the  counsels  of  hell,  or  accom- 
pany the  choirs  of  heaven. 

But  he  could  not  be  always  in  other  worlds  ;  he 
»a$t  sometimes  revisit  earth,  and  tell  of  things  vi- 
able and  known.  When  he  cannot  raise  wonder 
l>y  the  sublimity  of  his  mind,  he  gives  delight  by 
its  fertility. 

Whatever  be  bis  subject,  he  never  fails  to  fill 
the  imagination.     But  his  images  and  descriptions 
<>f  the  scenes  or  operations  of  Nature  do  noi  see.YCv. 
19  Ik  always  copied  from  original  form,noi  \.o\\^Nt 
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ihc  frcshnrss,  [jcin»i,  jiid  eiiciKy  ol 
observalion.  He  avi  Naiure,  as  Oryd 
it,  tkroagh  tkt  tpKlacUt  ef  haaks ;  and 
MMOnt  call*  loraing  to  hii  astiiunce. 
den  of  Eden  biingi  to  bii  mind  ibe  va 
wheie  Proserpine  wis  pihciiog  Son 
makci  hii  way  through  fighting  element 
between  the  Cyancan  rocks,  or  Uljati 
two  Sicilian  whirlpools,  when  be  ibunn' 
on  the  larboard.  The  mythological  al 
beenjuscl)'  censured,  ai  not  being  alwi' 
notice  of  their  vanity;  but  they  ecuittil 
to  ihc  narration,  and  produce  an  altera 
of  the  memory  and  the  fim 


HUsi: 


than  those  of  hii  predecessors.  But 
confine  himself  within  ihc  limits  of  rig 
parison  ;  his  great  enccllenrp  is  amptili 
expands  the  advemitioiis  image  beyond 
tioDs  which  ihe  occa<iun  rfquircd. 
paring  the  shield  of  Sauii  to  the  orb  ol 
he  crowds  the  imagination  u'iih  the  d 
the  telescope,  and  all  the  wonders 
telescope  discoicrs. 

Of  his  moral  seniiments  it  is  hardl) 
affirm  that  ihey  excel  those,  of  all  other 
ihii  supeiiority  he  was  indebted  to  his  ac 
with  the  sacred  writings.  The  ancient  < 
wanting  the  light  of  Revelation,  were  v 
Jul  leacbcrs  of  viiiut ;  iVicii  ^lutci^l 
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ly  be  great,  but  they  are  not  amiable.  The 
ader  may  rise  from  their  works  with  a  greater 
^ice  of  active  or  passive  fortitude,  and  sometimes 
fpnidence  ;  but  be  will  be  able  to  carry  away  few 
cccpts  of  justice,  and  none  of  mercy. 

From  the  Italian  writers  it  appears,  that  the  ad- 
ntages  of  even  Christian  knowledge  may  be  pos- 
Bed  in  vain.  Ariosto*s  pravity  is  generally 
lOvni ;  and  though  the  Deliverance  of  Jerusalem 
ay  be  considered  as  a  sacred  subject,  the  poet  has 
en  very  sparing  of  moral  Instruction. 

In  MUton  every  line  breathes  sanctity  of  thought, 
id  pority  of  manners,  except  when  the  train  of 
e  ourarion  requires  the  introduction  of  the  rebel- 
ous  spirits ;  and  even  they  are  compelled  to  ac- 
xywlcdge  their  subjection  to  God,  in  such  a 
amer  as  excites  reverence,  and  confirms  piety. 

Of  haman  beiiigs  there  are  but  two ;  but  those 
x>  are  the  parents  of  mankind,  venerable  before 
eir  £adl  for  dignity  and  innocence,  and  amiable 
ter  it  for  repentance  and  submission.  In  their 
tt  state  their  affection  is  tender  without  weakness, 
d  their  piety  sublime  without  presumption. 
Hien  tbey  have  sinned,  they  shew  how  discord 
gins  in  mutual  frailty,  and  how  it  ought  to  cease 
mutual  forbearance,  how  confidence  of  the  divine 
ror  is  forfeited  by  sin,  and  how  hope  of  pardon 
ay  be  obtained  by  penitence  and  prayer.  A  state 
\  uwoceucc  we  can  only  conceive,  if  mdted,  vcv 
-  pretent  misery,  it  be  possible  to  conctwe.  \v 
the  sentiments  dnd  worship  propcs  lo  ^  ^^\\« 
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and  offu-nding  Being,  we  have  all  lo  learn,  a 
have  all  to  pracdic. 

The  pact,  v'hatercr  be  dooe,  U  inxft  | 
Out  piogeaiton,  in  iheic  finttcue^cmncnad 
angels  i  even  when  folly  ud  m  hti  ieg 
them,  the)'  had  not  in  their  humiliuianflc^ 
mean  iuitari ;  and  they  riie  again  ta  revcR 
regard,  when  we  (ind  that  theuptayenwercbei 

M  human  pajtions  did  not  efttcr  the.  vorii 
(ore  the  Fall,  there  is  in  the  P*T»dilt  Lut 
opponunitv  for  the  pathetic)  bvt  wtMt  Intlc'i 
is  baa  not  been  lost.  Thu  puiion  wUol^ii] 
liar  Co  rational  nature,  the  u^niili  irinngfitM 
consriotuaeu  of  transgretsitm,  aod  tbe  hdini 
tending  the  tense  of  the  Divine  DiiplcuuR. 
very  justly  described  and  forcibly  impreueiL 
the  passions  are  moved  txi\y  -on  one  OCCH 
sublimity  is  [he  general  and  pnvailing  quili 
\   sublimity  vaiiouil)'  moiiified,  ■ 


:sdesc 


,pt.v, 


The  defect!  and  faults  of  Paradiie  laU 
faults  and  defect!  cvety  work  of  man  muitlu 
is  the  business  of  impartial  criticinit  tt>  <1hc 
As,  in  diaplaylng  the  cKcelleiKe  of  Hiltoa,  Ii 
not  made  long  i^iiotaiioiu,  bcciuae  a£  leU 
beauties  tfaerc  bad  been  no  end,  I  ihallin  dw 

jft^e^&aan;  for  what  £nglUbnuii  uoitah 

j^-j^uialiLiii^f  Milton,  ^laVlia^'iK  vnc 


md  which  he  imputed  to  the  obtrn- 
vijer,  whom  the  auihor'i  blindneii 
10  employ  ;  a  luppotiiioa  laih  and 
he  thou^t  it  true,  aad  vile  and  per- 
i  it  ntd,  be  in  private  allowed  it  (o 

>f  Paradue  Last  has  ibii  inconvenia 
wopriKi  oritlieT  human  action*  nor 
rt.  The  man  and  wontaa  who  act 
e  in  a  itatc  which  no  otbcr  man  or 
«i  know.  The  teaia  findi  no  trans- 
ch  be  can  be  engaged;  behold*  no 
rhicb  he  can  by  any  eSoit  of  imagiiia- 
Mlf;  he  haf,thcrefbie,  little  natural 
'mpathy. 

deed,  feel  ihe  e^cli  of  Adam's  dit- 
-e  all  lin  like  Adam,  and  like  bim. 


they  have  been  tHught  lo  our  infancy; 
miagled  with  our  solitary  thoughts  ai 
convcmtioii,  and  are  habitually  inten 
the  whole  texture  of  life.  Being  tht 
new,  they  raiie  no  unaccustomed  emc 
mind;  what  we  knew  before,  we  car 
what  ii  not  unexpecied,  cannot  surprije. 

Of  the  ideas  suggested  by  ihc'se  iv 
from  tome  we  recede  with  reverence,  e: 
tiated  houn  require  their  association ; 
Otheri  we  shrink  with  horror,  or  admit 
■t  salutary  inflictions,  as  coanterpcises 
leiests  and  passions.  Such  images  rat) 
the  career  of  fancy  thin  incite  it. 

Pleasure  and  terror  are  indeed  tl 
sources  of  poeuy ;  but  poetical  plcasu 
such  as  human  imagination  can  at  leas 
and  poetical  terror  such  as  human  si 
fortitude  may  combat.  The  good  a 
Eternity  aie  too  ponderous  for  the  wi[ 
llu  mind  sinks  under  ihem  in  passive  hi 
content  with  calm  belief  and  humble  at 

Known  truths,  however,  may  lake 

appearance,  and  be  conveyed  to  the 

new  tiain  of  intermediate  images.     T. 

tiat  undertaken,  and   performed   with 

and  vigor  of  mind  peculiar  to  himself. 

eomiden   the   few    radical    positions 

Scriptures   affbidtd    him,   wiU  wonde 

^"eigctic   operation    he    expaMci  Aw 

extcat,  and  ramiHcd  tbem  M>  so  »»"^ 
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IS  he  was  by  religious  reverence  from  li- 
aess  of  fiction. 

is  a  full  display  of  the  united   force  of 

od  genius ;  of  a  great  accumulation  of  ma- 

with   judgment  to  digest,    and   fancy  to 

le  them  :  Milton  was  able  to   select  from 

,  or  from  story,   from  ancient  fable,  or  from 

.n  science,*,  whatever  could  illustrate  or  adorn 

.oughts.     An  accumulation  of  knowledge  im- 

lated  his  mind,  fermented  by  study,  and  ex- 

i  by  imagination. 

:  has  been  therefore  said,  without  an  indecent 
erbole,  by  one  of  his  encomiasts,  that  in  read- 
Paradise  Lost  we    read  a  book  of  universal 
iwledge. 

But  original  deficience  cannot  be  supplied.  The 
int  of  human  interest  is  always  felt.  Paradise  Lost 
one  of  the  books  which  the  reader  admires  and 
rs  down,  and  forgets  to  take  up  again.  None 
it  wished  it  longer  than  it  is.  Its  perusal  is  a 
ty  rather  than  a  pleasure.  We  read  Milton  for 
traction,  retire  harrassed,  and  overburdened,  and 
>k  elsewhere  for  recreation ;  we  desert  our  master, 
1  seek  for  companions. 

Another  inconvenience  of  Milton's  design  is,  ^ 

It  it  requires  the  description  of  what  cannot  be  I 

Bcribed,  the  agency  of  spirits.     He  saw  that  im-  f 

iteriality  supplied  no  images,  and  that  he  could 
t  show  amgels  acting  but  by  instrumetvls  o^  ^cuc»tv  \ 
iJ^fiicfore  invested  them  with  form  axvd^  trvaxvtx. 
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This,  being  necessary,  wai  therefore  d 
and  he  should  have  secured  ihc  consiitei 
tjuaa,  by  keeping  immateriality  out  cf 
enticing  hit  reader  to  drop  it  from  hii 
Bui  he  haj  unhappily  perplexed  hii  poeti 
philosophy.      Hit  infernal  and  celestial  [ 


body.  When  Satan  walks  with  fait  li 
ihe  bumiitg  marie,  he  has  a  body ;  wh 
pacsage  between  faell  and  the  new  world 
■  danger  of  sinking  in  itie  vacuity,  and  is 
by  a  gust  of  riling  vapors,  he  has  a  boi 
he  animates  the  toad,  he  seems  to  be  n 
rial  can  penetrate  mailer  ai  pleasure ; 
starts  up  in  kh  Dian  ihapi,  lie  has  at  lea 
mined  form ;  and  when  he  is  broug 
Gabriel,  he  has  a  spear  and  a  shield, 
bad  the  power  of  hiding  in  the  toad,  t 
arms  of  the  contending  angels  are  evit 

The  vulgar  inhabitants  of  Pandi:monl 
incorporeal  spirits,  are  at  large,  theu/^ 
number,  in  a  limited  space :  yet  in  the  b< 
they  were  overwhelmed  by  mountains,  t 
hurt  them,  cmsked  in  upon  their  fubsi 
groan  gross  iy  sinning,  This  likewise 
to  the  uncorrupied  angels,  who  were  c 
the  soantr  for  thtir  arms,  far  anarmed 
taiily  as  spirits  have  evaded  by  central 
wmie.     Even  as  spirits  they  are  hardly 
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xtion  and  remove  are  images  of  matter; 
f  could  have  escaped  without  their  armor, 
It  have  escaped  from  it,  and  left  only  the 
itx  to  be  battered.  Uriel,  when  he  ridea 
cam,  is  material ;  Satan  is  material  when 
d  of  the  prowess  of  Adam, 
•nfusion  of  spirit  and  matter,  which  per- 
whole  narratioii  of  the  war  of  heaven, 
Ji  incongruity ;  and  the  book,  in  which 
cd,  is,  I  believe,  the  favorite  of  chil- 
gradually  neglected  as  Imowledge  is  in- 

Jie  operation  of  immaterial  agents,  which 
explained,  may  be  considered  that  of  al* 
persons,  which  havq  no  real  existence* 
causes  into  agents,  to  invest  abstract  ideas 
1,  and  animate  them  with  activity,  has 
en  the  right  of  poetry.  But  such  airy 
I  for  the  most  part,  suffered  only  to  do  their 
Bee,  and  retire.  Thus  Fame  tells  a  tale, 
ry  hovers  over  a  general,  or  perches  on 
;  but  Fame  and  Victory  can  do  no  more* 
hem  any  real  employment,  or  ascribe  to 
material  agency,  is  to  make  them  allego- 
>nger,  but  to  shock  the  mind  by  ascribing 
ion-entity.  In  the  Prometheus  of  iEschy- 
:  Violence  and  Strength^  and  in  the  Akestis 
les,  we  see  Deaths  brought  upon  the  stage, 
ve  persons  of  the  drama ;  but  no  prccer 
justify  absurdity. 
1  3 


lOi  Mffft  ov  litLir&ir. 

Milfoa*t  tllcgbry  tff  Sh  A^  IMA  ii  mk 
eSfy  ha\tf*  Sin  is  ibdeed  tke  iDelter  6f  D 
and  Hmy  be  allowed  to  be  the  portieM  of  bdl} 
when  ibey  stop  the  journey  of  Setao,  m  joittoe 
iccibed  m  red,  and  when  Death  ofibri  him  b 
the  all^ory  k  broken.  That  SiA  and  Dtttfa  d 
hifte  thetm  the  #ay  to  hell,  might  hkf«  bee 
lOfredi  bot  ihef  cadnot  fbdlilite  the'pihn^ 
bnildii^  »  bridge,  becansi  the  difficulty  of  8l 
passage  is  described  as  real  and  sensible,  an 
bridge  ought  to  be  only  figurative.  The  he 
signed  to  the  rebellious  spiritsi  is  described  s 
less  local  than  the  residence  of  mart.  It  is  f 
in  some  distant  part  of  space,  separated  froi 
legions  of  harmony  and  order  by  a  chaotic  ' 
and  an  unoccupied  ^^acuity;  but  Sin  mAA  1 
worked  up  a  liuie  of  aggravated  soiif  demented 
MsphMiS ;  a  work  too  bul)iy  fer  ideal  alrchitie 

This  unskilful  allegory  appears  to  me  one  c 
greatest  faults  of  the  poem ;  and  to  this  theri 
no  temptation,  but  the  author's-  opinion  i 
beauty. 

To  the  cbndnct  of  the  narrative  some  objc 
may  be  made.  Satan  b  with  great  expect 
brought  before  Gabriel  in  Pakadise,  and  is  sui 
to  go  vkvf  unmolested.  The  creation  of  n 
repl'eai^nted  as  the  consequence  of  the  vacuir 
in  h^ven  by  the  expulsion  of  the  rebels ;  yet 
nemiotu  it  as  a  report  rife  in  heaven  bcfbi 
departure* 
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To  find  sentiments  (or  the  state  of  innocence, 
was  very  difficult ;  and  something  of  anticipation 
perhaps  is  now  and  then  discovered.  Adjm*s  dis- 
coarse  of  dreams  seems  not  to  be  the  speculation  of 
anew-created  being.  I  know  not  whether  his  an- 
iver  to  the  angel's  reproof  (or  curiosity  docs  not 
want  something  of  propriety ;  it  is  the  speech  of  a 
Bum  acquainted  with  many  other  men.  Some  phi- 
losophical notions,  especially  when  the  philc^ophy 
ii  (alse,  might  have  been  better  omitted.  The  an- 
gel, in  a  comparison,  speaks  of  timorous  deer,  he- 
fcre  deer  were  yet  timorous,  and  before  Adam 
coald  understand  the  comparison. 

Dryden  remarks,  that  Milton  has  some  fl-its 
among  his  elevations.  This  is  only  to  say,  that  all 
the  parts  are  not  equal.  In  every  work,  one  part 
must  be  for  the  sake  of  others ;  a  palace  must  have 
passages;  a  poem  must  have  transitions.  It  is  no 
more  to  be  required  that  wit  should  always  he 
blaung,  than  that  the  sun  should  always  stau'l  at 
noon.  In  a  great  work  there  is  a  vicissitude  L>f  lu- 
minous and  opaque  parts,  as  there  is  in  th.*  woild 
a  succession  of  dav  suid  ni^ht.  Milton,  w  hcu  he 
has  expatiated  in  the  sky,  may  be  allowed  some*- 
times  to  revisit  earth  ;  for  what  other  author  ever 
soared  so  high,  or  sustained  his  flight  so  long  ? 

Milton,   being  well  versed  in  the  Italian  pr>et<?, 
appears  to  have  borrowed  often  from  them ;  and, 
as  every  man  catches  something  from  h'\^  covxv>^7v- 
iiJoDs,  bis  desire  of  imiutiDg  Ariosio\  \c\a>^  \vja 
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ditgnccd  bit  work  wiib  the  ParaSu  tf  I 
ficnon  not  in  itself  iU-inugiiied,  but  too  la 
fof  iu  pUce. 

Hit  play  on  wordi,  in  which  he  delig 
often;  hit  equivocation!,  which  Bcnilcy 
votin  to  defend  by  ihe  example  of  the  ai 
hit  unnccctsary  and  ungraceful  ulc  of  tcmu 
it  it  not  nccutary  to  mention,  because  ihey 
uly  Temarked,  and  geneially  censured,  and 
bear  to  little  proportion  to  ihc:  whole,  tbi 
tcarccly  deserve  the  attention  of  a  critic. 

Such  are  the  faults  o£  thai:  wonderful  pi 
ance  Paradiie  Lost ;  which  be  who  can  pui 
lance  with  iti  bcautiei  muit  be  cpnsidered 
nice  but  ai  dull,  at  less  to  be  censured  far  i 
candor,  than  pitied  for  want  of  sensibility. 

Of  Pariidise  Rigained,  the  geneml  ju 
teems  now  to  be  right,  that  it  it  in  many  pa 
ganl,  and  every-wheie  instrictive.  It  was 
be  lupposed  that  the  writer  of  i'^nialtifZtii 
ever  wrilc  witboift  great  eHuuons  of  iant 
exalted  piecepit  of  wisdom.  The  basis  of  P 
Regaintd  is  narrow ;  a  dialogue  without  act 
never  please  like  an  union  of  the  narrative  9 
malic  powers.  Had  this  poem  been  written 
Milton,  but  by  some  imitator,  it  would  have 
cd  md  received  universal  praise. 

If  Paradiie  Regained  has  been  too  much 
dated,  Sampson  Agimiitcs  \as  in  requital  \k 
Biuch  admired.     It  could  ot\\'j  ^  t'j  \qw 
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the  bigotry  of  learning,  that  Milton 
*er  the  ancient  tragedies,  with  their  en- 

of  a  chorus,  to  the  exhibitions  of  the 
d  English  stages;  and  it  is  only  by  a 
dence  in  the  reputation  of  Milton,  that 
in  be  praised  in  which  the  intermediate 

neither  cause  nor  consequence,  neither 

retard  the  catastrophe. 

tragedy  are  however  many  particular 
many  just  sentiments  and  striking  lines  ; 
ts  that  power  of  attracting  the  attention 
ell-connected  plan  produced. 

would  not  have  excelled  in  dramatic 
le  knew  human  nature  onlv  in  the  gross, 
:ver  studied  the  shades  of  character,  nor 
lations  of  concurring,  or  the  perplexity 
ing  passv>ns.  He  had  read  much,  and 
:  books  could  teach ;  but  had  mingled 
e  world,  and  was  deficient  in  the  know- 
:h  experience  must  corifer. 
h  all  his  greater  works  there  prevails  an 
:culiarity  of  Diction,  a  mode  and  cast  of 

which  bears  little  resemblance  to  that , 
mer  writer,  and  which  is  so  far  removed 
non  use,  that  an  unlearned  reader,  when 
tens  his  book,  finds  himself  surprised  by  . 
;uage. 

>velty  has  been,  by  those  who  can  find 
rcng  in  Milton,  imputed  to  \\\s  \2L\>oi;\o\yV 
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citdeivours  after  words  luilable  to  the  giandci 
hii  ideas.  Our  lamgtiagt,  tvft  AiUitoo,  nsjf  ■ 
km.  Bat  tbe  truth  ii,  tlut,  both  in  prate 
vcne,  he  hid  ibnned  fail  Kyk  bf  ■  pemne 
pedantic  priDciple.  He  wu  itmitnt  M  u«e  j 
lisb  wordi  vith  ■  foreign  idiom.  Thit  in  tii 
prote  it  diKOKied  tad  coademned ;  tot  I 
judgment  opeiatct  freely,  oeiifaer  igfteiied  bjr 
beauty,  nor  aved  hf  the  dignity  of  hit  thou| 
but  luch  it  the  power  of  hit  poeny,  tlm  bit  c 
pbcyed  without  rctiftmce,  (he  reader  feelt  hn 
in  uptivity  to  a  higher  and  a  ooblei  mind,' 


Mihon'i  ttyU  wai  not  modified  by  hit  ndr 
vhat  ii  ifaown  wiib  greater  extent  in  ParaJiit . 
may  be  fouiid  in  Canu,  One  toarce  of  hit  [ 
liarity  wu  bit  familiarity  witl^tbe  Tu*can  p< 
the  dispoiition  of  hit  wordi  it,  I  think,  freqm 
Italian;  perhapi  lomedmet  combined  with  i 
tenguei.  Of.  him,  at  but,  m«y  be  laid  what 
ton  sayi  of  Spenaer,  that  it  vmtt  no  langaagt, 
has  (bim'd  what  Butler  calls  a  Saiytmtisk  Dit 
in  itself  barth  and  baibarousr  but  made,  by 
alted  gcniiu  and  cittentive  learning,  the  vehic! 
so  much  inttruction  and  lo  much  pleasure, 
like  other  lovers,'  we  find  grace  in  its  deformit; 
Whatever  be  the  faults  of  bis  diction,  he  c« 
want  (be  praise  of  copiouinail  and  variety;  be 
ffiaftcr  of  tut  language  ia  ;u  f»\l  uueikt  t  wd 
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;cfcd  the  melodious  words  with  such  diligence, 
t  from  his  book  alone  the  Art  of  English  Po- 
f  might  be  learned. 

^er  his  diction,  something  must  be  said  of  his 
tifcaium.  The  measure^  he  says,  is  the  English 
vie  verse  toithout  rhyme.  Of  this  mode  he  had 
ay  examples  among  the  Italians,  and  some  in 
own  country.  The  Earl  of  Surrey  is  said  to 
«  translated  one  of  Virgil's  books  without 
me;  and,  beudes  our  tragedies,  a  few  short 
ms  had  appeared  in  blank  verse,  particularly 
:  tending  to  reconcile  the  nation  to  Raleigh's 
d  attempt  upon  Guiana,  and  probably  written 
Raleigh  himself.  These  petty  performances 
not  be  supposed  to  have  much  influenced  Mil- 
,  who  more  probably  took  his  hint  from  Tris- 
)'s  Italia  Liherata;  and,  finding  blank  verse 
ier  than  rhyme,  was  desirous  of  persuading  him- 
F  that  it  is  better. 

Rhyme,  he  says,  and  says  truly,  is  no  necessary 
'unci  of  true  poetry.  But,  perhaps,  of  poetry  as 
nental  operation,  metre  or  music  is  no  necessary 
unct :  it  is  however  by  the  music  of  metre  that 
etry  has  been  discriminated  in  all  languages; 
1,  in  languages  melodiously  constructed  with  a 
e  proportion  of  long  and  short  syllables,  metre 
sitffictent.  But  one  language  cannot  communi- 
tc  its  rules  to  another :  where  metre  is  scanty  and 
iperfec^  some  help  is  necessary.  The  mu%\c  ol 
EqgUsb  heroic  line  « riitcs  the  car   &o  £^ta\'f , 
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that  it  is  eaitly  loM^  uokuall  tbe  ^lUbk*<  at 
line  coHOpeiate.  together;  this  co?opentiaiiL 
only  obtained  by  the  preservation  of  evny. 
unmingled  vifth  aiyifther.  as  a  disttuct  systdft 
sounds ;  and  this  disfipctncsa  ia  obtaioi:d  and^ 
served  by  the  axiificfc  of  rhyme*  The 
pauses,  so  m^ch  boasted  by  the  kiv^-  of 
verse,  changes  the  measures 'of  an  Fagliishj 
the  periods  of  a  declaimer;  and  there  ate. 
few  skil&il.  and  happy  readers  of  Millop, 
enable  their  audience  to  perceive  ^here.  thclNrifi' 
end  or  begin.  BUttA  verses  said  an  ingepiooa.  crilill 
seems  to  h  verse  only  to  the  eye.  ^  '  J  , 

Poetry  may  subsist  without  rhyme^  but  JEagU  ' 
poetry  will  not  often  please ;  nor  can  rh]nnft,0PM 
be  safely  spared  but  where  the  subject  is  able  H 
support  itself.     Blank  verse  makes,  some  qipiOMh 
to  that  which  is  called  the  iapgda^ry  s^le ;  hm 
neither  the  easiness  of  prose,  nor  the  melody :tf' 
numbers^  and  therefore  tires  fay  long  contiauanca* 
Of  the  Italian  writers  without  rhyme,  whomMib . 
top  alleges  as  precedenis,  not  one  is  popular;  whiH 
reasonxonld  uige  in  its  defence. has  been  confturf 
by  the  ear.  •:■ 

But,  whateieer  be  the  advantage  of  rhym^  i 
cannot  prevail  on  myself  to.wiskthat  Miltim,  had 
been  a  rhymer;  for  I  cannot  wish,  his  .wock.to.  bft 
other  than  it  is;  yet,  like  tithar  hemes,  he  is.  M 
be  admired  nther  than  imitated*     He  that  thinks 
J^JmscIf  csipsdiie  of  a&toiu&bin^..  ma^.  nixvu^  \\is^ 
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t  thote  that  hope  only  to  please  mutt 
d  to  rhyme. 

{best  praise  of  genius  is  original  invcn« 
Iton  cannot  be  said  to  have  contrived 
ire  of  an  epic  poem»  and  therefore  owes 
to  that  vigor  and  amplitude  of  mind  to 
generations  must  be  indebted  for  the  an 
I  mfrration,  for  the  texture  of  the  foble« 
on  of  incidentt,  the  interposition  of  dia^ 
eI  all  the  stratagems  that  surprise  and  en* 
Btion.  But«  dP  all  the  borrowers  froifi 
lilton  is  perhaps  the  least  indebted.  He 
-ally  a  thinker  for  himself,  confident  of 
bilities,  and  disdainful  of  help  or  bin- 
e  did  not  refuse  admission  to  the  thoughts 
of  his  predecessors,  but  he  did  not  seek 
om  his  contemporaries  he  neither  courted 
'ed  suppon;  there  is  in  his  writings  no* 
/hich  the  pride  of  other  authors  might  be 
or  favor  gained ;  no  exchange  of  praise, 
ration  of  support.  His  great  works  w^eic 
I  under  discountenance,  and  in  blindness, 
ilties  vanished  at  his  touch ;  he  was  bom 
ver  is  arduous ;  and  his  work  is  not  the 
f  heroic  poems,  only  because  it  is  not 
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■r  is  Engliih  hnoic  writ  without  rkyme, 
Hemtr  in  Crtik,  and  of  Virgil  in  U- 
t  iting  no  ntcttsery  adjtaict  or  true  vr- 
'  poem  ITT  gmJ  vent,  i»  longer  woril- 

tut  tie  invention  of  a  barharetu  Mgt, 
vrtlcktd  matter  and  lame  metre ;  grot' J 
ice  by  the  ute  ofieme  famont  maJerm 
Tied  away  by  cnttom,  bat  myci  to  their 
ion,  hindrance,  and  constraint  to  ex- 
V  things  otherwise,  and  for  the  most 
it  than  ehe  they  mould  have  txpreu'd 
ot  teilhout  cause,  thtrrfire,  some  both 
d  Spanish  poets  of  prime  note  have  rt- 
<ne  both  in  longer  and  shorter  aiorhs,  as 

long  since  our  best  English  tragedies, 
•  of  itself,  10  all  judicious  ears,  trivial, 

true  mviica/ delight ;  a/iich  tomsistt 
I  numbers,  ^t  quantity  of  tyllablts,  and 
'orioiisly  drawn  out  from  One  verst  i»t» 
ot  in  tit  jingling  sound  of  lihe  endings, 
■oidid  bv  the  learned  Ancients  both  IS 
i  all  good  oratory.      This  neglect  then, 

so  latle  is  to  be  lahen  for  a  defect 
may  seen  so  /lerhaps  to  Iitt/^arTeaicTl, 
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tAdi  it  rmtAtr  is  to  ie  esteemed  am  exmmp 
the  first  im  Emgiisk^  ofawciemt  lUerty  rea 
to  keroic  poem^  from  tkt  tromblesome  and  « 
bondage  of  rhyming* 
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BOOK  I. 

First  Book  proposes, first  in  brief,  the  whole  subject,  Man's, 
ubedience,  and  the  km  tiiereupon  of  Paradise  wbereiu  he 
A  plac'd :  then  touchea  the  prime  cause  of  his  £kll,  the  scr- 
Dt,  or  rather  Satan  in  the  serpent ;  who  revolting  froA  God, 
i  (Irawii^  to  his  side  mnnj  kgkms  of  ai^ls.  was  by  the 
nraand  of  God  driven  out  of  Heaven  with  all  his  crew  into 
:  great  Deep.    Which  action  passM  over,  the  Poem  hastes 

0  the  nutist  of  things,  presenting  Satan  with  his  angels  now 
ling  into  Hell,  descriuM  here,  not  in  the  center  (fi)r  Heaven 
deardi  may  be  supposed  as  yet  not  made,  ccttainly  not  yet 
:uned)  but  in  a  place  of  utter  darkness,  fitliest  caUcd  Chaos : 
re  Satan  with  his  angels  lying  on  the  burning  lake,  thunder- 
ack  and  astunish'cL  after  a  certain  space  recovers  as  from 
nfusion,  calls  up  bim  who  next  in  order  and  dignity  lay  by 
n;  they  confer  of  their  miaerablc  fall.  Satan  awakens  all 
( legions,  who  lay  till  then  in  tlie  «ame  manner  confounded : 
*.y  rise,  their  numbers,  array  of  battel,  their  chief  leaders 
m'd,  according  to  the  idoU  kftown  afterwards  in  Canaair 
d  the  countries  a^ioining.  To  these  Satan  directs  his  speech, 
mforts  them  with  hope' yet  of  regaining  Heaven,  but  tells 
em,  lastly,  of  a  new  world  and  new  kind  of  creature  to  be 
nted,  accurdiDg  to  an  ancient  prophecy  or  report  in  Hea- 
n :  fur  that  angels  were  long  before  this  visible,  creation 
4  the  uuittion  of  manv  ancient  Father^  To-  lind  out  the 
ith  of  this  prophecjr,  and  what  to  determine  thereon,  he  re- 

1  to  a  full  council.  W  hat  his  associates  thepce  attempt. 
Ddemuuiuin  the  palace  of  Satan  rises,  suddenly  built  out  of 
:  Deep :  the  infernal  Peers  there  sit  in  council. 

«   ■      ■ 

'  Man's  first  <Usobcdiencc,  and  the  fruit 
that  forbidden  Tree-,  whose  mortal  taste 
ight  death  into  the  world,  and  all  our  woe, 
ih  loss  of  £den,  iiU  one  greater  ^/lan 
ore  us,  aad  ftgain  xhc  biigsiul  wati,  -  •     ^ 

K  3 
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Sing  heav*nly  Muse  &  that  on  the  secret  top 
Of  Orcb,  or  of  Siiiai»  didst  inspiie 
That  Shepherd,  who  first  taD|rht  the  Chosen  Sc 
In  the  beginning  how  the  Heav*!!*  and  Earth 
Rose  out  of  Chaos :  or  if  Sion  hill 
Delight  thee  moret  and  Siloa's  brook  that  floi« 
Fast  by  the  oracle  of  God ;  I  thence 
Invoke  thy  aid  to  my  adventrcNU  soag« 
That  with  no  middle  flight  intends  to  soar 
Above  th'  Aonian  mount,  while  it  pursues 
Things  unattempted  yet  in  prokc  or  rhyme. 
And  chiefly  Thou,  O  Spi'rit  I  that  dost  prefei 
Before  all  tomplei  th'  upright  heart  and  pure, 
Instruct  me,  for  Thou  know'st ;  Thou  from  the 
Wast  present,  and  with  mighty  wings  outspread 
Dove-like  satst  brooding  on  the  vast  abyss. 
And  mad^t  it  pregnant :  what  in  me  is  dark 
lllumin,  what  is  low  rai&eand  support; 
That  to  the  height  of  this  great  argument 
I  may  assert  eternal  Providence, 
And  justify  the  ways  of  God  to  men. 
i  Say  ftrst,  for  Heav*n  hides  nothing  from  thy ' 

Kor  the  deep  tract  oJF  Hell,  say  first  what  can 
I  Mov'd  our  grand  parents,  in  that  happy  state, 

' '  favor'd  of  Hcav'n  so  highly,  to  (all  off 

I  From  ilieir  Creator,  and  tmisgress  his  will 

']\         For  one  rcsiraint,  lords  of  the  world  besides  ? 
1[         Who  first  seducM  ihcm  to  that  foul  revolt? 
'!         Th'  infernal  Serpent  *,  he  it  was,  whose  guik 
Siirr'd  up  witli  tnyy  and  tcvt»|^e«  ^tcKKxVi 
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what  time  hit  prid^ 
a  out  from  Hcav'ii«  with  all  bis  hoit 
(eliy  by  whose  aid  aspiring 
;lf  in  glory'  above  his  peers, 
»  have  equall'd  the  Most  High»       40 
'd  I  aod  with  ambitious  aim 
throne  and  monarchy  of  God 
lus  war  in  Heav'n  and  battel  proud 
tiempt.     Htm  the  Almighty  Power    . 
ong  flaming  from  th'  ethereal  sky;  45 
IS  ruin  and  combustion,  down 
ss  perdition,  there  to  dwell 
a  chains  and  penal  fire, 
defy  th'  Omnipotent  to  arms* 
the  space  that  measures  day  and  night 
len,  he  with  his  horrid  crew  51 

I'd,  rolling  in  the  fiery  gulf, 
though  immortal :  but  his  doom 
01  to  more  wrath ;  for  now  the  thought 
t  happineu  and  lasting  pain  55 

ro ;  round  be  throws  his  baleful  eyes, 
s'd  huge  affliction  and  dismay 
obdurate  pride  and  stcdfast  hate : 
for  as  angels  ken,  he  views 
situation  waste  and  wild ;  fiO 

horrible  on  all  sides  round 
it  furnace  flam'd,  yet  from  those  flames 
ut  rather  darkneu  visible 
to  diKover  sights  of  woe, 
anow,  4lol9hil  ahadct,  whcfc  Veux  ^^ 
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And  Rest  cm  never  dwell,  Hope  never  comes 
That  comn  to  all ;  but  tortuie  without  end ' 
Slill  urg«i,  and  a  fiery  delage,  fed 
With  cvcF-burning  lulphur  uncontum'd: 
Such  place  eternal  Jmtice  hid  prepar'd 
For  those  rebellioua,  here  their  prii'on  ordaio'j 
In  utter  dirkneu,  and  their  portion  act 
As  far  remov'd  from  God  and  light  of  Heav'4 
As  from  the  center  thrice  to  th'  utnunt  pole. 
O  how  unlike  the  place  from  whence  they  (ell 
There  the  companions  of  his  fall,  o'ervhclm'd 
With  (loodi  and  whirlwinds  of  tcmpestuoDi  fin 
He  soon  discemi,  and  welt'ring  by  hi»  licie 
One  next  himself  in  pow'r,  and  next  in  crime, 
Long  after  linown  in  Palefline,  and  nam'd 
Beelzebub.     To  whotn  the  Arch-enemy, 
And  thence  in  Helv'n  call'd  Satan,  with  bold  wc 
Breaking  the  hoH^d  silence  thus  began. 

If   thou   beest   be;  but   O   how  (idl'nl  h 
cbang'd 
FrOm  him,  who  in  the  happy  realiiii  of  light 
Cl'ith'd  with  transcendent  brightness  didst  onuh 
Myriadi  though  bright !  If  he  whom  mutual  li:ag 
United  iboughti  and  counsels,  equal  hope ' 
And  hazard  in  the  glorious  enterprise, 
Join'dwith  me  Once,  now  misery  bath  join'd 
In'cqual  ru'in:    into  what  pit  (hou  secst 
From  what  highth    fall'n,   lo  much    the  strong 
prov'd 
Jic  w/lh  his  thnndcr'  »n4fil\  tiita-^'n'iVTvM 
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be  force  of  those  dire  arms  ?  yet  not  for  those, 
for  what  the  potent  Victor  in  his  rage  95 

an  elie  inflict,  do  L  repent  or  change, 
iMMigh  chang'd  in  outward  lustre,  that  fixM  mind, 
ind  high  disdain  from  sense  of  injur'd  merit, 
lac  with  the  Mightiest  rais'd  me  to  conteiMl, 
ind  to  the  fierce  contention  brought  along      100 
umimerable  force  of  spirits  arm'd, 
liat  durst  dislike  his  reign,  and  me  picferringy 
(is  utmost  pow'r  with  adverse  pow'r  oppos'd 
n  dubiout  battel  on  the  plains  of  Heav'n, 
kod  shook  hh  throne.     What  though  the  field  be 
lost?  105 

l11  is  not  lost ;  th*  unconquerable  will, 
Lnd  study  of  revenge,  immortal  hatCt 
knd  courage  never  to  submit  or  yield, 
Lnd  what  is  else  not  to  be  overcome; 
hat  gloTy  never  shall  his  wrath  or  might        110 
Ixtort  from  me.     To  bow  and  sue  for  grace 
Vith  suppliant  knee,  and  deify  his  power^ 
Vbo  from  the  terror  of  this  arm  so  late 
Viubtcd  his  empire ;  that  were  low  indeed, 
bat  were  an  ignominy'  and  shame  beneath     115 
'his  down&l ;  since  by  fate  the  strength  of  godt 
Lnd  this  empyreal  substance  cannot  fail, 
ince  through  experience  of  this  great  event 
1  arms  not  worse,  in  foresight  much  advanc'd, 
l^e  may  with  more  successful  hope  resolve     1^0 
o  wage  by  force  or  guile  eternal  war, 
feconcihable  to  our  fnund  Foe, 
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'Who  now  iriuinpli^,  and  in  ih'  excess  of 
Sole  reigning  holds  the  tvrannv  of  Hcav 
So  sjiake  ih'  apostate  angel,  ihoii^h  in 
Vaunting  aloud,  but  rack'd  uiih  deep  del 
And  him  thus  answer'd  soon  his  bold  eoi 
O  Princcl    O  Chief  of  many  throned 
That  led  ih'  imbaiMiy  seraphim  lo  war 
Under  ihyciinJoci,  and  in  drcadfiil  deedj 
Fcarleii,  indanger'd  Hu'av'ii's  pcrpclual  t 
And  put  to  pmof  his  high  siipremacv. 
Whether  upheld  by  strength,  or  chanec, 
Too  well  I  sec  and  me  the  dire  event, 
That  wilh  sad  overthrow  and  fou)  dL-fcal 
Hath  lost  us  Heav'n,  and  all  ihii  mighty  j 
In  horrible  di-struetion  laid  thus  low. 
As  far  as  gods  and  hcav'iily  essences 
Can  perish  :  for  the  mind  and  spi'rit  rcma 
Invincible,  and  vigor  ii>on  return*, 
Though  all  our  glory' extinct,  and  h^ippy 
Here  swallow'd  up  !n  endless  miscri'. 
But  what  if  he  our  Conqu'ror  (whom  I  n 
Of  force  believe  almighty,  since  no  kss 
Than  such  could  haveo'erpow'r'd  snsli  fore 
Have  left  us  this  our  spi'rit  and  strength  < 
Strongly  to  suffer  and  support  our  pains, 
1  hat  we  tnay  so  suthcc  his  vcngetiil  ire, 
Or  do  him  mightier  service  as  his  thr.ills 
Bt'  rj^ht  of  war,  whaie'et'  his  bus'ncss  he, 
//(■/<.■  /;.  the  fie;irt  of  HcU  to  vmt  «v  (ite 
Or  do  liii  crraiid.  in  the  g\ooTov  Otf^', 
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'hat  can  it  then  avail,  though  yet  wc  feel 
rcn;;th  undxmtnixhMy  or  eternal  being 
3  undergo  eternal  punishment  ?  133 

'hereto  with  speedy  words  th'  Arch-fiend  rcply'd- 
Fall'n  Cherub !  to  be  weak  is  miserable 
oing  or  suffering :  but  of  this  he  sure, 
3  do  aught  good  never  will  be  our  task. 
It  ever  to  do  ill  our  sole  delight,  160 

s  bc'in:;  ihc  contrar)'  to  his  high  will 
Hiom  we  resist.     If  then  his  providence 
ut  of  our  evil  seek  to  bring  forth  good, 
ur  labor  must  be  to  pervert  that  end, 
nd  out  of  good  still  to  find  means  of  evil :    163 
'hich  oft-times  may  succeed,  so  as  perhaps 
all  grieve  him,  if  I  fail  not,  and  disturb 
is  inmost  counsels  from  their  destined  aim. 
It  see  the  angry  Victor  hath  recallM 
is  ministers  of  vengeance  and  pursuit  170 

ick  to  the  gates  of  Heav'n :  the  sulph'rous  hall 
ot  after  us  in  storm,  o'erblown  hath  laid 
K>  fjcry  surge,  that  from  the  precipice 
f  Hcav'n  received  us  falling;  and  the  thunder, 
^ng'd  with  red  lightning  and  impetuous  rage,  175 
rhaps  hath  spent  his  shafts,  and  ceases  now 
)  bellow  through  the  vast  and  boundless  Deep, 
t  us  not  slip  th*  occasion,  whether  scorn, 
'  satiate  fury  yield  it  from  our  foe. 
:st  thou  yon  dreary  plain,  forlorn  and  wild,    180 
■e  seat  of  Desolation,  void  of  lights 
e  what  the  glimmmag  of  tbcsc  Vi\'vA  ^wsit^ 
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Casts  pale  and  dreadful  P  thither  let  us  tend 
From  off  the  totsing  of  these  fiery  waveS| 
There  rest|  if  any  rest  on  bvhoiirilMRt 
And  re-vsMaaUipg  our  aflkted 
Consult  hsm  we  may  hcQCcfartb 
Our  £neny»  oar  own  loss  how  itfiirt 
Hovf  oveicome  this  dive  calimityt 
What  reinibrceiiient  we  may  gwi  Ipoaa  1mjib|  1A 
If  not,  whai  reM>lutioo  fnm  despur.  .    / 

Thus  Satan  talking  to  his  nearest  mate    ;  i'-.*-!*'^ 
With  head  o^ift  above  the  wave^  and  cyea  '  a-  C 
That  sparkling  ^blaa'dt  lus  other  para  besUea     '  ' 
Prone  on  the  lloodt  extended  loqg  and  laige   195 
Lay  floating  many  a  rood,  in  bulk  as  huga. 
As  whom  die  fables  name  of  monstrous  siae» 
I'iunian,  or  £arth*bom,  that  warr'd  on  JovCt 
Briareos  or  Typhqn,  ythQm  the  den 
By  anciem  Tarsus  held,  or  that  sea-beast      ,  MB. 
Leviathan,  wbich  God  of  all  his  works 
Created  hugest  that  swim  th'  ocean  stream : 
Him  haply  skmb'ring  on  the  Norway  foam 
The  pilot  of  some  small  night-foondei'd  skiff 
Deeming  some  iland,  oft^  as  sea-men  tell|       MS 
With  fixed  anchor  in  his  skaly  rind 
Moors  by  his  side  imder  the  lee,  while  nigbt 
Invests  the  sea,  and  wished  mom  delays : 
So  stretch'd  out  huge  in  length  the  Aicb  fitai 

Chained  on  the  burmng  lake,  nor  ever  tKence  910 
Had  nt*n  or  kav'd  lut  kead,  \Mi  ^ibai  >^ 'widX 
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d  high  pemuMioii  of  all-niltng.  Heaven 

ft  bim  at  large  to  bb  own  dark  designs ; 

at  with  reiterated  crimes  be  might 

ap  on  himself  damnation,  while  he  sought  21 5 

il  to  others ;  and,  enraged,  might  see 

rw  all  his  malice  serv'd  bat  to  bring  forth 

inite  goodness,  grace  and  mercy  shown 

I  Man  by  bim  sedoc'd ;  but  cm  himself 

eble  confosioQ,  wrath  and  vengeance  pour'd.  220 

rthwith  upright  he  rears  from  off  the  pool 

I  mighty  stature  ;  on  each  hand  the  flames 

iv*n  backward  slope  their  pointing  spires,  and 

roll'd 
billows,  leave  i'  th'  midst  a  horrid  vale. 
len  with  expanded  wings  he  steers  his  flight   2^3 
oft,  incumbent  on  the  dusky  air 
lat  felt  unusual  weight,  till  on  dry  land 
t  lights,  if  it  were  land  that  ever  burn'd 
ith  solid,  as  the  lake  with  liquid  fire, 
id  such  appear'd  in  hue,  as  when  the  force    230 
F  subterranean  wind  transports  a  hill 
»m  from  Pelorus,  or  the  shattered  side 
F  thund'ring  i£tna,  whose  combustible 
sd  fueVd  entrails  thence  conceiving  fire, 
blim'd  with  min'ral  fury,  aid  the  winds,      235 
)d  leave  a  singed  bottom  all  involv'd 
^ith  stench  and  smoke :-«— such  testing  found  the 

sole 
f  uMesi  feet.     Him  foUow'd  his  next  m^le, 
tAg/oryu^  to  have  'scMp^d  the  Sty^  ftoo^ 

O1.0  I,  ^ 
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Af  goili,  and  by  their  own  recovei'd  s 
Not  by  the  luff'nnce  of  lupemal  Ft 
Ii  thii  the  region,  ihu  the  loil,  th 
Said  then  ihe  lost  Areli-aDgel,  thii  ti 
'I'hat  we  mun  change  for  Heav'n,  i 

Fur  thai  ccteitial  lij^t  P*  Be'itio,ii 
Who  now  is  Sovran  can  diipoie  ami 
What  ihall  be  right ;  farthett  from  I 
Whom  rcai'on  hath  eqoall'd,  (btc 

supreme 
Above  hii  equals.  FireweV  hjiipy  f 
Where  Joy  for  ever  dwells :  Hail  Hori 
Infernal  World !  and  chou  profonndi 
Receive  thf  new  poisesrar ;  one  wh 
A  mind  not  m  be  rhan^d  by  place  ( 
I'he  mind  is  its  own  place,  and  in  if 
C^n  make  a  hcAv'n  of  Hell,  a  hell  of . 
WhM  inaitcr  where,  if  I  he  sdtl  the 
And  i^'hat  1  should  be,  aU  but  less  ll 
Whom  thunder  had  made  i^eaicrP  I 
We  shall  be  free ;  tb'  Almighty  hall 
Here  for  his  envy— —will  not  drive  us 
Here  we  may  reign  seetire,  and  in  m 
To  rci^n  is  worth  ambition  though  ii 
Better  to  reign  in  Hell,  than  serve  in 
But  wherefore  let  we  then  our  faithi 
Th'  a»sociales  and  copanners  of  our  ! 
J.ie  ib:i*  ationish'd  on  th'  oblivious  j 
And  caU  tbum  not  to  share  W^iii  va 
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In  this  unhappy  mansion,  or  once  more 
With  rallied  anus  to  try  what  may  be  yet 
Rcgain'd  inHeav'n,  orwhat  more  lost  in  Hell  P  !^70 

So  Satan  spake,  and  him  Beelzebub 
Thus  alnswer'd.     Leader  of  those  armies  bright ! 
Which  but  th'  Omnipotent  none  could  have  foil'd. 
If  once  they  hear  that  voice — their  liveliest  pledge 
Of  hope  in  fiears  and  dangers,  heard  so  oft      21b 
In  worst  extremes,  and  on  the  perilous  edge 
Of  battel  when  it  rag'd,  in  all  assaults 
Their  surest  signal — they  will  soon  resume 
New  courage  and  revive,  though  now  they  lie 
Grovelling  and  prostrate  on  yon  lake  of  (ire,   280 
(As  we  ere  while)  astounded  and  amaz'd. 
No  wonder )  fall'n  such  a  pernicious  higbth. 

He  scarce  had  ceas'd,  when  the  superior  Fiend 
Was  moving  tow'ard  the  shore ;  his  pond'rous 

shield, 
Ethereal  temper,  massy,  large  and  round,        285 
Behind  him  cast ;  the  broad  circumference 
Hung  on  his  shoulders  like  the  moon,  whose  orb 
Through  optic  glass  the  Tuscan  artist  vic\^s 
At  evening  from  the  top  of  Fesole, 
Or  in  Valdarno,  to  descry  new  lands,  J? 90 

Rivers  or  mountains  in  her  spotty  globe  : — 
His  spear,  to  equal  which  the  tallest  pine 
Hewn  on  Norwegian  hills,  to  be  the  mast 
Of  some  great  amniiral,  were  but  a  wand, 
He  M'aJk'd  with  to  supjtort  uneasy  slcps  ^i*^^^^' 

Over  the  burning  marie  (not  like  l\\osc  ste^^ 

L    2 
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Oo  Hem^s  umm)  md  thBiiiiil  jfilHu  ':«?:v 
Snoie  OK  lis  m«  toiAM^  i«aii*:Ml*bti!'i 
Nadilcts  Ik  to  mkHTi.  liU-M,Af^fefeMi^-^L.Oll 
Of  Umt  '"tf^T^  jIM  lM-iMPo4*  laA^^rfMi 
Hii  l^knv  hiBbI  i^MHi  nM  Iqr 

TUck  ••  mombmI  liMi»iM 
In  ValloMkoi^  ifhm  AP 

Afloce,  vim  wUi  ton 
Hith  vtxM  the  liJtM 

tluew 
Busirii  umI  hit  McipluMi  dwrtlff* 
Wmie  wiik  p«fffidMiM  iMicd  ikef 
The  icjMuraen  of  G«shtQ,  who  Mteld 
Eroni  the  nfe  ihoitt  ihtif  Soimm 
And  hrohea  chariot  «lMd%  to  thick 
Aofcct  md  loft  liy  thctCt  covering  uni  flofldy .  V 
Under  untffiffit  of  their  hidcoos  dMH^^B* 

fit  caird  10  lo«d»  thoi  ill  ik  hoOow  4B«r    -' 
Of  HeU  fcaooadcd.    PvaMtl  FoicMmt    M 

Warrionl  the  iow*r  qf  Hoiv'at  ooco  fomh^ 

loit,  .  •       •■! 

If  such  iHoniihnicnt  aM  that  cm  aeiae 

Etennl  spi'ritt ;  or  have  yon  chot'n  thii  plaoe 

After  the  toil  of  battel  to  vepoee 

Your  wearied  virtoe,  fcr  the  etie  ywi  find 

To  tlambcr  here*  ai  in  the  vakt  of  Uenr'n  ? 

Or  in  thii  ahfect  poftun  havt  yc  tiwom 

To'  adore  the  Coofttcror  I  who  now  hcholdi 

Cherub  and  fcraph  iolU&%  m  t^  fiQo4 
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icatter'd  arms  and  ensigns,  till  anon        di^5 
ft  puriuers  from  Heav'n  gates  discern 
/antage,  and  descending  tread  us  down 
rooping,  or  ynth  linked  thunderbolts 
(  us  to  the  bottom  of  this  gulf. 
!  arise  I  or  be  for  ever  fall'n.  330 

f  heard,  and  were  abash'd,  and  up  they 

sprung 

he  wing,  as  when  men  wont  to  watch 
y,  sleeping  found  by  whom  they  dread, 
and  bestir  themselves  ere  well  awake, 
i  they  not  perceive  the  evil  plight        336 
:h  they  were,  or  the  fierce  pains  not  feel; 
their  General's  voice  they  soon  obeyM 
:rable.     As  when  the  potent  rod 
tram's  son,  in  Egypt's  evil  day, 
round  the  coast,  up  call'd  a  pitchy  cloud 
ists,  warping  on  the  eastern  wind,         3il 
'er  the  realm  of  impious  Pharaoh  nung 
ght,  and  darkeu'd  all  the  land  of  Nile  : 
iberless  were  those  bad  angels  seen 
ig  on  wing  under  the  cope  of  Hell        345 
upper,  nether,  and  surrounding  fires ; 

a  signal  giv'n,  th'  uplifted  spear 
r  great  Sultan  waving  to  direct 
oursc,  in  even  balance  down  they  light 
firm  brimstone,  and  fill  all  the  plain ;    330 
itude,  like  which  the  pop'lous  North 
Qcvcr  from  h:ii  frozen  loins,  to  ^ms 
r  ihc  Dmhslw,  when  her  bub^ioua  ^ok^ 
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Came  like  a  deluge  on  the  South,  vaA  spn 
Bcncalh  Gibnllar  lo  the  Lyhian  sucU. 
Fonhwiili  imm  cveiy  *f  uwliaa  and  CKb  b 

TbdrpMlGHMi^itei  ^aSkmihtttm 

EmUmt  til njawly  Jijuiin^        ' 

Aid  paiw^  ^«m  is  Hn«c««*  <■  iImm 
T]w«|b  cf  (beir  OMMi  in  be»*iily  raoMdi 
Be  na  mBorial,  Hotted  (Nt  wtf  rM'4 
Bjr  *av  nbdUcM  bea  iha  hooki  s(  Liib. 
Nor  M  iIk7  ]wt  wmat  ^  iM  o(  Etc 
Got  Atm  an*  Mmk^  till  wvf  raq  tft*  t^ 
Thno^  Cod**  Ugh  wff'nMc  far  Hm. 

MM, 

By  Utititt  Mrf  bw  ilw  gfCMest.pwt 
OfMMikiBd  tlcjr  Mna^iMl  to  fcraltc 
God  ibMT  Crutor,  aodl  ib'  nmMUc 
Gloqrflffawi  tlutt  BMtc.ibem  to  trawbta 
Ofi  i«  Ac  «Re  of  a  bniie,  wion'i 
Witb  pf  fcliyoM  liill  of  pomp  atwi  gaU, 
And  deviU  to  idofe  dor  dotie* : 
Tben  woe  tbcjr  known  m  nra  by  variom 
And  vwioM  idoli  dirough  the  Hutbeu  wori 
Say,  Muie  t  ibcir  namei  tben  knowD,  wbo  fi 

lut, 
Rotw'd  ffOia  the  aluBbeT,  on  thai  fiery  coi 
At  their  great  EMp'ror'a  call,  ai  nest  in  i 
Came  Mi^jr  «Anc  he  Mood  on  the  hare  ■ 
Wtate  the  ynowiwiow  croud  atoodyeiiloi 
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king  to  fcek  their  prey  on  earth,  durst  fix 
teau  kmg  after  next  the  scat  of  God, 
*  altars  by  his  altar,  gods  ador*d 
ig  the  nations  round,  and  dam  abide      38# 
ah  thundering  out  of  Sion,  tiiron*d 
xn  the  cherubim ;  yea,  often  pbc'd 
in  his  sanctuary  itself  their  shrines, 
Binsaioiis ;  and  with  cursed  things 
nly  rites  and  solemn  feasts  proWd,        390 
•rith  their  darkneu  durst  affront  his  light. 
Moloch,  horrid  king,  besmear'd  with  blood 
iman  sacrifice,  and  parents*  ttars, 
gh  for  the  hoise  of  drums  and  timbreb  loud 
r  children's  cries  unheard,  that  pass'd  through 
fire  3!^^ 

Is  grim  idol.     Him  the  Ammonite 
shipt  in  Rabba  and  her  wat'ry  plain, 
rgob  and  in  Basan,  to  the  stream 
tmost  Amon.     Nor  content  with  such 
cious  neighborhood,  the  wisest  heart        400 
olomon  he  led  by  fraud  to  build 
:mple  right  against  the  temple*  of  God 
lac  opprobrious  hill,  and  made  his  grove 
pleasant  valley'  of  Hinnom,  Tophct  thence 
black  Gehenna  caird,  the  type  of  Hell.  405 
Chemot,  th'  obscene  dread  of  Moab's  sons, 
Aroar  to  Nebo  and  the  wild 
»uthmost  Abarim  ;  in  Hescbon 
Horonaim,  Scon's  realm,  beyond 
hw'ry  dale  of  Sibma  clad  with  V\nit%i     ^V^ 
fcgI6  f»  tb'  Asphaltic  poo\. 
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IVor  his  mhfr  n^mc,  wlien  he  eniic'd 
I.rad  in  Siiiim  on  ihcir  mjrch  from  Nile 
Til  do  him  wanron  rites,  which  ccul  the&i 
Yet  Lhence  hii  luit&l  orgies  he  inlai^d 
Ym'd  10  ibat  hill  of  scandal  by  the  grovfe 
OF  Moloch  homicide,  lust  hard  by  hate ; 
Till  good  Joiiah  drove  them  thence  to  H 
With  these  'came  they,  vfho  from  the  1 

flood 
Of  old  Euphrjtes  to  the  brook  that  parts 
Egypt  from  Syrian  ground,  had  general  n; 
Of  Baiilim  and  Ashtaroih,  those  mate, 
These  feminine.  ,  For  spirits  vben  they  f 
Can  either  sex  assume,  or  boih ;  so  so^ 
And  uni:ompounded  is  iheir  essence  pure. 
Not  ly'd  or  mnnaded  with  joint  or  limb, 
Nor  founded  on  the  brittle  strength  of  bo 
Like  cumb'rous  flesh ;  but  in  what  shape  th 
Dilated  or  condens'd,  brigliC  or  obscuie. 
Can  execute  iheir  sry  purposes, 
And  works  of  love  or  enmity  fulfil. 
For  those  the  race  of  Israel  oft  forsook 
I'lieir  living  .Strength,  and  unfrequented  1i 
His  righteous  alt*r,  bowing  lowly  down 
To  bestial  gudi ;  for  which  their  heads  as  U 
Bow'd  down  in  haiiel,  sunk  before  the  spc 
Of  despicable  foes.      Wiih  the^c  in  troop 
Came  Astoieili,  u'honi  ibc  PlicEnicians  cal 
AsMrtc,  giiceii  of  Hcav'ii,  with  crescttit  h 
't'a  whose  iUjiffjt  imagi:  nightly  \>7  i.\»t:  too 
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Sidontan  virgins  paid  Hieir  vowt  and  songs, 
In  Sion  also  not  unsung,  where  stood 
Her  temple  on  th'  ofFensive  mountain,  built 
By  that  uxorious  king,  whose  heart  though  large, 
Begird  by  fair  idolatresses,  fell  445 

to  idols  foul.     Thammuz  came  next  behind, 
Whose  annual  wound  in  Lebanon  allur'd 
The  Syrian  damsels  to  lament  his  fate 
In  amorous  ditties  all  a  summer's  day. 
While  smooth  Adonis  from  his  native  rock    450 
lUn  purple  to  the  sea,  suppos'd  with  blood 
Of  Thammuz  yearly  wounded  :  the  lovertalc 
Infected-  Sion's  daughters  with  like  heat, 
Whose  wanton  passions  in  the  sacred  porch 
Eiekiel  saw,  when  by  the  vision  led  455 

His  eye  survey'd  the  dark  idolatries 
Of  alienated  Judah.     Next  came  one 
Who  moum'd  in  earnest,  when  the  captive  ark 
Maim'd  his  brute  image,  head  and  hands  lopt  off 
In  his  own  temple,  on  the  grunsel  edge,  460 

Where  he  fell  flat,  and  sham*d  his  worshippers  : 
Dagon  his  name,  sea-monster,  upward  man 
And  downward  fish  :  yet  had  his  temple  high 
Hear'd  in  Azotus,  dreaded  through  the  coast 
Of  Palestine,  in  Gath  and  Ascalon,  46d 

And  Accaron  and  Gaza*s  frontier  bounds. 
Him  followM  Rimmon,  whose  delightful  seat 
Was  fair  Damascus,  on  the  fertil  banks 
Of  AhhsMM  and  Pharph^r,  lucid  siTtams. 
«r  also'  a^mt  the  bouhc  of  God  vw  \>d\^  *.   ^'  ^ 


1'^ 
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A  L|Kr  once  lie  Ion,  anj  galu'd  i  king, 
iWa-i  his  ioitish  coiiqa'ror,  whom  he  drew 
God's  allur  to  diapaiage^nd  displace 
For  one  of  Syri^Q  mode,  whereon  to  bum 
His  odiotA  oETcrings,  and  adori^  the  godi 
Wliotn  he  had  vanquish'd.     After  these  appi 
A  Clew  vho  under  names  uf  old  renown, 
Ositii,  Iiii,  Onis,  and  their  train, 
'With  monstrous  shapes  and  sorceries  abux'd 
Fanatic  Egypt  and  her  priesls,  to  seek 
I'hcir  wand'ring  gods  disguis'd  in  brutish  Ibi 
Rather  than  human.     Nor  did  Isnel  'scape 
Th'  infection,  when  their  bunou'd  gold  com] 
The  calf  in  Oreb  ;  and  the  rebel  king 
Doubled  that  sin  in  Bethel  and  in  Dan, 
Liketiing  his  Maker  to  the  graii;d  ox, 
Jehovah,  who  in  one  night  when  he  pass'd 
('rum  Egypt  marching,  equall'd  with  one  ati 
Jioth  her  first-born  and  all  her  bleating  gods. 
Belial  came  last,  than  whom  a  spiVil  more  1 
Fell  not  from  Hcav'n,  or  more  gross  to  love 
Vice  for  iiielf :   to  him  no  temple  stood 
C)t  altar  imok'd  ;  yet  who  more  oft  than  he 
In  temples  and  at  altars,  when  the  priest 
Turns  Atheist,  as  did  Eli's  sons,  who  fill'd 
Wiih  lust  and  violence  ibc  house  of  God  ? 
Ill  courts  and  pahccs  he  also  reigns 
And  in  luxurious  cities,  where  the  noise 
O/  ri'ot  ascends  above  ihot  \i>tvu:M  vo'^tra, 
-■Inrl  injury  a.-;d  outrage  ;    and  v.A»t\\ '^'^^v 
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Darkens  the  streets,  then  wander  forth  the  sons 
Of  Belial,  flown  with  insolence  and  wine. 
Witness  the  streets  of  Sodom,  and  that  night 
In  Gibcah,  when  the  hospitable  door 
Expos'd  a  matron  to  avoid  worse  rape.  .50 5 

These  were  the  prime  in  order  and  in  might ; 
The  rest  were  long  to  tell,  though  far  renownM, 
Th'  Ionian  gods,  of  Javan*s  issue  held 
Gods,  yet  confess*d  later  than  hcav'n  and  earth, 
Their  boasted  parents:  Titan  Hcav*n's  first-born, 
With  his  enormous  brood,  and  birthright  seiz'd  511 
By  younger  Saturn  ;  he  from  mightier  Jove 
His  own  and  Rhea's  son  like  measure  found  ; 
So  Jove  usurping  reign'd :  these  first  in  Crete 
And  Ida  known,  thence  on  the  snowy  top        5 1 5 
Of  cold  Olympus  rul'd  the  middle  air, 
Their  highest  hcav'n;  or  on  the  Delphian  cliff, 
Or  in  Dodona,  and  through  all  the  bounds 
Of  Doric  land ;  or  who  with  Saturn  old 
Fled  over  Adria  to  th'  Hesperian  fields,  j20 

And  o'er  the  Celtic  roam'd  the  utmost  ilcs. 
All  these  and  more  came  flocking;  but  with 
looks 
Down  cast  and  damp,  yet  such  ^^  herein  appc;^r'd 
Obscure  some  glimpse  of  joy,  to'  have  found  their 
chief  3^ 

^^ot  in  despair,  to'  have  found  thcrp.j^'lvcs  not  lo&t 
^D  loss  itself;  which  on  his  count'nancc  cast 
Like  doubtful  hue :  but  be  his  wonlcd  '^nde 
oon  recoJIcctlng,   with  high  words,  iVi^il  \>oxt 
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Semblance  of  worth  not  tubiiance,  gently  ni 
T  heir  {aiming  coungei  ancl  diipell'd  thdrfan 
Then  ftnh  aninu^  ihtt  at  ilw  mriiki  tM 
Of  traapcM  loud  uid  cbriom  be  iipMaM 
Hh  iwg^  modaidt  ibit  ptMd  bnMr  dAi 
Azaiet  M  hit  right,  t  cbcnib  till  t 
Who  forthwith  (roa  the  jittering  uaff  mil 
Th'  ImpcriAi  cntigB,  whidi  (iiU  high  wittmf 
Shone  like  t  meteor  nteuoiiig  to  (he  wia4 
With  geait  and  goldeo  liuure  rich  iai^lM*d, 
Seripbic  unu  lod  trapbiei;  til  tbe'vrfUk 
Suooroii*  metal  Mowing  miiiial  MHiadi  t  - 
At  which  the  nmveiwl  bau  upient 
A  ihout  ttui  lore  Hell'i  concave,  and  hefoo 
Frighted  ibe  ttigt  oF  Chiot  and  old  Ni^t.' 
All  in  a  moment  through  the  ^ootn  w^  a 
Ten  ihotuaod  banner*  riie  into  the  lir 
With  orient  colon  waving :  with  them  tom 
A  forcH  huge  of  ipean ;  and  thronging  beh 
Appear'd,  and  Krried  diield*  in  thick  amjr 
Of  depth  imineatnid>U :  aooa  tbejr  move 
In  perfect  phalanx  to  the  Dorian  mood 
Of  flutei  and  loft  recorder ;  luch  ai  taia'd 
To  highth  of  Dobleit  temper  hcroei  old 
Arming  to  battel,  and  iniicid  of  rage 
Deliberate  valor  breath'd,  firm  and  unmovN 
With  dicad  of  death  to  flight  tx  foul  retreat  | 
Nor  wanting  pow'r  to  nutigate  and  'iwage 
HVtA  mlemn  toiicha  trouUed  '&loaL^^a, « 
Anguith  nd  doobt  and  Ecu  u&  vsnvvf  a 
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>om  moital  or  immorul  minds.     Thus  they 
ktttfaing  united  force  with  fixed  thought        560 
4ov'd  on  in  silence  to  soft  pipes,  that  charmM 
llieir  painful  steps  o'er  the  burnt  soil ;  and  now 
\dvanc*d  in  view  they  stand,  a  horrid  from 
i)f  dreadful  length  and  dazzling  arms,  in  guise 
Df  warriors  old  with  order'd  spear  and  shield,    363 
\waiiing  what  command  their  mighty  Chief 
[iad  to  impose  :  he  through  the  armed  files 
Dans  his  experienc*d  eye,  and  soon  traverse 
The  whole  battalion  views  their  order  due, 
rheir  visages  and  stature  as  of  gods,  570 

Their  number  last  he  sums.    And  now  his  heart 
Distends  with  pride,  and  hardening  in  his  strength 
Glories :  for  never  since  created  man 
Met  such  embodied  force,  as  nam*d  with  these 
Could  merit  more  than  that  small  infantry      573 
Warr'd  on  by  cranes ;  though  all  the  giant  brood 
Of  Phlegra  with  th'  heroic  race  were  join*d 
That  fought  at  Thebes  and  Ilium,  on  each  side 
Mix*d  with  auxiliar  gods ;  and  what  resounds 
la  £ible  or  romance  of  Uther*s  son  580 

Begirt  with  British  and  Armoric  knights  ; 
And  all  who  since,  baptiz'd  or  infidel, 
'ousted  in  Aspramont  or  Montalban, 
Dimiasco,  or  Marocco,  or  Trebisond, 
Dr  whom  Biierta  sent  from  Afric  shore,  585 

iVben  Cbarlemain  with  all  his  peerage  CcW 
)y  Faaunbbia*     Thus  hr  these  beyond 
Ttajmc  ofmoiuJ  prowtu,  yet  obtem^d 

VOL*   i»  n 
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Their  driJil  Com  m  binder  r  he  abov 
In  ihnpc  and  gesture  piuudly  emin 
Stood  like  a  lowtr;  hii  form  had 
All  her  orig'inal  biigtitncu,  nor  ap 
l,rss  ihan  Arch-angul  min'd,  and  tl 
Of  glory'  ebscur'd ;  u  when  ihe  Si 
Looks  ihroiigh  the  horizontal  miit) 
fihorn  of  hil  beams,  or  from  bchinc 
In  dim  eclipse  diaasiroiii  twilight  si 
On  half  the  nallons,  and  with  fear 
Perplexes  monarchi.  Darken'd  sc 
Above  ihcni  all  ih'  Arch-angrt:  bul 
necp  scars  of  tliiindfr  had  iiiircncl 
S»i  on  his  faded  chccl;,'  but  under  I 
Of  daunltcts  eouragc.  and  consider 
Wailing  revenge  ;  cnicl  his  eye,  li 
4>igi»  of  remorse  and  passion  lo  bcl 
The  fellows  of  his  etinic,  the  folio 
(Far  other  once  beheld  iu  bliiis]  coi 
For  ever  now  lo  h^ivo  their  lot  in  [ 
Millions  of  spirits  for  bis  fault  ame 
Ofilcav'ii.  and  from  eternal  splcndi 
Fur  his  revolt,  v.^i  faithful  how  the 
Their  glnry  vit'her'd  :  as  ^^■hl■n  He 
llath  scaili'd  the  forest  oaks,  or  mo 
With  iiimcd*iop  ihi'ir  slatelv  KfowtJ 
.Sunds  on  the  hlasied  heaih. '  He  no^ 
'i'o  speak  ;  whciedt  their  doubled  ra 
J''r»m  wing  lo  win);,  and  half  enclo: 
Vliih  all  his  pccri  •.  wmioti,Vt\i 
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Thrice  he  assay'd,  and  thrice  in  spite  of  scorn 
Tcan,  such  as  angels  weep,  burst  forth :  at  lu.<{t  6^20 
Words  interwove  with  sighs  found  out  their  way, 

O  myriads  of  immortal  Spi'rits,  O  Powers 
Matchless,  but  with  th'  Almighty,  and  that  strife 
Wds  not  inglorious,  though  th*  event  was  dire, 
As  this  place  testifies,  and  this  dire  change       6*25 
Hateful  to  utter  :  but  what  pow'r  of  mind 
Forc^cing  or  presaging,  from  the  depth 
Of  knowledge  pa«t  or  present,  could  have  fearM, 
How  such  united  force  of  gods,  liow  such 
As  stood  like  these,  could  ever  know  repuhc  ?  630 
For  who  can  yet  believe,  though  after  loss, 
J'hat  all  these  puissant  legions,  whose  exile 
Hath  emptied  Heav'n,  shall  fail  to  re-ascend 
Sclf-rais*d,  and  repossess  their  native  scat  ? 
For  me  be  witness  all  the  host  of  Heav'n,        635 
If  counsels  different,  or  danger  shunn'd 
By  mc,  have  lost  our  hopes.    But  he  who  reigns 
Nfonarch  in  Heav'n,  till  then  as  one  secure 
Sat  on  his  throne,  upheld  by  old  repute, 
oonscnt  or  custom,  and  his  regal  state  640 

Put  forth  at  full,  but  still  his  strength  conccal'd, 
*Wich  tempted  our  attempt,  and  wrought,  our  fall. 
leiiceforth  his  might  we  know,  and  know  our  own, 
o  as  not  cither  to  provoke,  or  dread 
Jew  war,  provok'd;  our  better  part  remains     64  j 
o  work  in  close  design,  by  fraud  or  ji;u\k, 
\^}tat  force  effected  not :  that  he  no  \css 
Jcngih  from  us  may  find,  who  ovcicotcvc^ 
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By  forct,  hath  overromt  but  half  his  foe 
Space  may  jjruduce  new  voildn)  uhcrco 
There  wcni  a  fame  in  Heav'n  that  he  ere  loi 
Intended  to  crcaK,  and  therein  plant 
A  generalion,  wIkma  hii  choice  regard 
Shoyld  favoT  equal  10  the  imt  of  Hov'q 
Thiiber,  if  bui  10  pry,  thall  be  perhapi 
Our  firit  cniplion,  thiiber  or  eliewhcrc : 
For  ihi)  internal  pit  iball  never  bold 
Celcitial  spi'riit  in  bondage,  dot  ih'  tbyt* 
Long  uiidcr  darkneii  cover.     But  tbcie  I 
Full  council  must  inalure  :  peace  ii  dcspai 
For  who  can  think  lubmitiiini  P   War  the 
OpcD  or  undcKlood  muil  be  rciolv'd. 

He  ipalu;:  and  ro  confitni  his  words, 
Millions  of  [Umiiig  swords,  drawn  from  I 
Of  mighty  cberubim ;  the  sudden  blaze 
Far  round  illumin'd  Hell:  highly  they  f 
Against  ihe  Higbcil,  and  Scree  with  gras 
Clash'd  on  their  sounding  shields  (he  din 
Hurling  defiance  tow'ard  the  vault  of  lit 
There  stood  a  hill  not  far,  whose  grimly 
Bclcb'd  fire  and  rolling  imoke;  the  test 
Shone  with  a  glossy  icurf,  undoubted  sig 
I'bat  in  hji  womb  was  bid  metallic  oic. 
The  work  of  sulphur.  Thither  wing'd  v 
A  numerout  brigade  haucii'd:  as  when  li 
Of  pioneers  with  spade  and  pickaxe  arm' 
Foreran  the  royal  camp,  to  tiCTicU  a  tcli 
Or  can  a  rampart.     Mammon  \e4  vWn 
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imon,  the  least  erected  spi'rit  that  fell 
n  Hcav'n,  for  e'en  in  Heav*n  his  looks  and 
thoughts  680 

:c  always  downward  bent,  admiring;  more 
riches  of  Heav'n's  pavement,  trodden  gold, 
n  aught  divine  or  holy  else  enjoy *d 
isiou  beatific :  by  him  first 
.  also,  and  by  his  suggestion  taught,  685 

uickM  the  center,  and  with  impious  hands 
fd  the  bowels  of  their  mother  Eanh 
treastires  better  hid.     Soon  had  his  crew 
n'd  into  the  hill  a  spacious  wound, 
diggM  out  ribs  of  gold.   Let  none  admire  690 
:  riches  grow  in  Hell ;  that  soil  may  best 
!r\'e  the  precious  banc.     And  here  let  those 

0  l)oast  in  mortal  things,  and  wond'ring  tell 
Vahel,  and  the  works  of  Mcmphlan  kinj^s, 

n  how  their  greatest  monuments  of  fame     693 
strength  and  art  arc  easily  out-done 
pirits  reprobate,  and  in  an  hour 
It  in  an  a^c  they  with  inressant  toil 
hands  innumerable  scarce  perform. 

1  on  the  plain  in  many  cells  prepared,        70t) 
und^'meath  had  veins  of  liquid  fire 

d  from  the  lake,  a  second  multitude 
1  wondrous  art  foundt'd  the  massv  ore, 
ring  each  kind,  and  scumm'd  the  bullion  dross : 
ird  as  soon  had  form'd  within  the  ground  70c» 
ri.^j;*  nrauJd,and  from  rhc 'boiVm^  ctW^ 

AI    3 
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By  strange  conveyance  fill'd  each  hollow 
As  in  an  organ  from  unc  blasi  of  wind 
'1  o  many  u  row  of  pipes  ihc  ioiind<board 
Anon  out  of  tbe  canh  a  ^[ic  huge 
Roic  like  tn  cxhalaiion,  with  the  wund 
Of  dulcet  lymphaDici  and  voice*  iweel, 
Built  tike  ft  temple,  where  pitanen  toum 
Were  lei,  and  Doric  pitUn  ovcrUid 
With  goUen  architrave;  nor  did  there  v 
Cornice  m  fteeie,  with  botijr  Kulpturci  [ 
Tbe  roof  wu  fretted  gold.     Not  Babylo 
Nor  great  Alciira  wch  tnagoificence 
EquaU'd  in  >11  their  gloriei,  to  ituhrine 
BeIui  or  Scrapit  their  god),  or  leal 
Their  king],  when  Egypt  with  Atiyria  it 
In  wealth  and  luxury.     Th'  atcending  pi 
Stood  fix'd  her  stately  highih,  and  strait  t 
Opening  their  brazen  folds,  diicover  wid 
Within  her  ample  ipaeei  o'ct  the  imootli 
And  level  pavement :  from  the  atGlied  re 
Pendent  by  subtle  magic  many  a  tow 
Of  starry  lainpi  and  blazing  crestcll  fed 
With  Naphtha  and  Aiphaliui,  yielded  1 
At  from  a  sky.     Tbe  hasty  multitude 
Admiring  eotei'd,  and  the  work  tome  pis 
And  some  the  architect:  his  band  wat  ki 
In  Keav'n  by  many  a  towered  itruetute  b 
Where  iccptei'd  angels  held  their  reside: 
And  MU  u  pt'axe*,  vrbom  the  lupitne  H 
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Ejuihcd  to  such  power,  and  gave  to  mle. 

Each  in  hk  hierarchy,  the  ocden  bright. 

Nor  was  his  name  unheard  or  unadora'd 

Ir  iiicient  Greece ;  and  in  Ausonian  land 

Men  caird  him  Mulciber ;  and  how  he  feU    740 

Fiom  Heav*n  they  fiibled,  thrown  hy  angry  Jove 

Slieer  o'er  the  crystal  hattlements }  from  morn 

To  noon  he  fell,  from  noon  to  dewy  eve, 

A  tummcr's  day;  and  with  the  setting  sun 

Dropt  from  the  senith  like  a  falling  star,        743 

On  Lemnos  th*  iEgean  ile :  thus  they  relate, 

Erring,  for  he  with  this  rebellious  rout 

^ell  long  before ;  nor  ought  avail'd  him  now 

ro'have  built  inHeav'n  hi^  tow*rs ;  nor  did  be  'scape 

^y  all  his  eiigins,  but  was  headlong  tent         730 

^th  his  industrious  crew  to  build  in  Hell. 

Meanwhile  the  wiriged  heralds  by  command 
)f  tovian  pow*r,  with  awful  ceremony 
Vnd  trumpet's  sound,  throughout  the  boit  produiin 
V  solemn  council  forthwith  to  be  held  755 

It  Pandemonium,  the  high  capital 
>f  Saian  and  his  peers :  their  summons  caird 
rom  e>*ery  band  and  squared  jcgiment 
Iv  ^race  or  choice  the  worthiest ;  they  anon 
Vith  hiuidr«di  and  with  thousands  troopii^  came 
kttended:  all  access  was  throng'd,  the  gales,  761 
kiid  porches  wide,  but  chief 'ibe  spacious  hall 
Though  like  a  cover'.d  ^Id*  where  champioru  be  Id 
Votn  tide  in  aim'd,  uid  at  the  So\dau*%  tWw 
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Dcfj'J  ilic  best  of  Pinim  chival^ 
'I'o  tnoiml'combai,  or  caicer  wiili  lar 
Thick  twafiii'A,-bMh''bi]-the  J^wnd  i 
Bnuh'd  JriA  Ik^ltt'kf'ti^ffiiig  vinj 
itftpringamt,  ii^ifcn'ilwStmVith  Ta 

In  duitSn;  t^jfram^Wetli'deWi  i 
Fly  to  and'fVo,'or  otj  (fie  Anodtfaei  j 
Th^  tuMnf  of-thirir  .(tnw4iiilt  etude 
New  rubbM  wiili  Intifi,  ^pattaie  and 
Thrinnte  aSain.  So'thidc  Ale  Kiy 
Swann'd  and  'were  stcaiten'd;  tiirihe 
Behold  'i  iihiDder  t  ibey  b'tit  aaw  wb,; 
In  liigimi  tb  saipau  Earth'i  ^aot  ttn 
Now  leu  thin  Miulleit  dwarft,  in  nui 
Throng  tnniiberlets,  Itlic  tliai  pygmca 
Beyond  ihc  IndUn  ttiquht,  or  fiery  ici 
Whose  midni^t  revels  by  a  fdrcst  »< 
Or  foDntiin  soihe  btiand  peasant  lec 
^  dreams  he  Mcs,  w1iile'over-1iehd  ' 
Siu  arbitreis,  and  nearer  to  the  earth 
Whee  1 1  he/paltf  cbutie^d'ey  on^hti/  nt 
Intent,  with' joctind  ini^e  charm  hit 
At  onM'wilH  jby  stid  fear  hii  heart  r 
Th'iii  iticorpOTcal -ipi'riti  to  sinallcst  f 
Redkic^'thurr  sbapei  immense,  and  « 
I'hoogh  <Hthout\iunitjcr  still  amidst  (I 
6f  <TO>t  Infernal  coun^  But  far  witli 
And  imheirw™  dimensions  lite  ifii 
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it  Mnphk  lords  and  cbenibim 

tccen  and  secret  conclave  tat  795 

and  deini-gods  on  golden  seats, 

t  and  full.     After  slioft  silence  then 

amom  rrad,  the  great  consult  bc|^* 


TAt  End  o/tki  firtt  Mmk. 
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Ui  llareii 


(Cbt  SCtgununt. 

bHun,  StuQ  drbuH  wlifti 
Hi  for  tbe  reonrcry  at  llrivt 
»  A  tUrtl  piupuiul  in  ur^-f 
,  tD  icaicli  Uw  Irulh  o(  ihsl  j 


n-iuiB.    He  puN«  qn  hit  jsnnuyn  HeU 
ihui,  and  irha  liniKn  n  fUMd  thein.bT  wt 


Id  ir.H  on  a  ihmne  oFroyil  state, 
Oulshone  the  wcalih  of  Oimus  and 
Or  whtre  ihc  gnrgcuus  East  with  ti 
Show'is  on  hci  kings  batbdric  peul 
Saiaji  exalted  sal,  by  merit  lais'd 
To  that  bad  eminence ;  and  from  di 
Thus  high  uplifted  beyond  hope,  .-a] 
Beyond  thus  high,  insati»ic  lo  punu 
Vain  war  vith  Heav'n,  and  by  succi 
His  proud  imaginations  thus  display' 
Pow'rsl  and  Dominions!  Doiiits 
For  since  no  deep  wiv\"u  \i"  %'AK 
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.  vigor,  though  oppress*d  and  fall'ii, 
t  Heav'n  for  lost.     From  this  descent 
Virtues  rising,  will  appear  15 

irious  and  more  dread  than  firom  no  lall^ 
t  themselves  to  fear  no  second  fate, 
gh  just  right,  and  the  fix*d  laws  of  Heav'j4 
create  your  leader,  next  free  choice, 
lat  besides,  in  counsel  or  in  fight,  ^0 

:n  achievM  of  merit,  yet  this  loss 
at  least  recovered,  hath  much  more 
'd  in  a  safe  unenvicd  throne 
with  full  consent.     The  happier  state 
'n,  which  follows  dignity,  might  draw  23 
im  each  inferior ;  but  who  here 
iry  whom  the  highest  place  expases  , 

t  to  stand  against  die  I'hundVcr^s  aim 
Iwark,  and  condemns  to  greatest  share 
:ss  pain?  where  there  is  then  no  good  30 
:h  to  strive,  no  strife  can  grow  up  there 
:tion;  for  none  sure  will  claim  in  IIcll 
ice,  none,  whose  portion  is  so  small 
;nt  pain,  that  with  ambitious  mind 
^'ct  more.     With  this  advantage  then  3  j 
n,  and  firm  faith,  and  firm  accord, 
an  can  be  in  Heav'n,  we  now  return 
1  our  just  inheritance  of  old, 
prosper  than  prosperity 
ive  assured  us ;  and  by  what  best  way,       40 
r  of  open  war  or  covert  guile, 
debate;   who. can  advise,  nvay  s^c^V. 
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He  eei.M ;  and  next  him  Moloch, 
SLOod  up,  the  stTOngeii  and  the  fici 
Tb«  fought  ID  Mcn'ii,  mw  {cKcr  I 
Ilii  tniit  wn  with  ih'  £ienn]  to  b 
E^utl  ID  iirengtfa,  and  ntbcr  than  I 
Car'd  fwi  to  be  at  all  i  vitb  lh«  a 
Went  alt  bli  fear:  of  God.  or  Hcl 
He  reck'd  not ;  and  dwie  wotda  there 

My  •cnience  t*  ibr  open  war :  a 
More  uoexpcrt,  I  boot  iu>i :  ihcm 
Contrive  who  need,  or  when  tbey  i 
For  while  they  ait  eootriving,  ihall 
Millioni  that  atand  in  armi,  and  loi 
The  ngna)  lo  aaecnd,  hi  ling'ring  1: 
Heav'n'i  fugitive*,  md  for  iheir  dw 
Accept  ihia  dark  oppiobrioui  den  o 
The  priton  of  hii  ivranny  who  reig 
By  our  delay  P  No,'  let  u)  ralbcr  cl 
Arin'd  wiih  Hell  ^mn  and  fury,  9 
O'er  Heav'n'i  high  tow'n  to  force  1 
Turning  our  (onurei  into  horrid  an 
A^ntt  the  Tort'rerj  when  to  mee 
Of  hi*  Almighty  engine  he  tball  hi 
la&riwl  thunder,  and  for  lightning 
Black  fire  and  horror  ihoi  with  equ^ 
Among  U*  angeli,  and  hi*  ibroae  il 
Mix'd  with  Tartarean  nilpbur,  and 
Hi*  own  invented  torment*.  But  ] 
The  way  *eemi  difficult  and  Maep  u 
With  B^righl  wing  ■g^im  »U^ 
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h  bethink  them,  if  the  sleepy  drench 
forgetful  lake  benumb  not  still, 
our  proper  motion  we  ascend  15 

•ur  native  seat :  descent  and  fall 
i  adverse.     Who  but  felt  of  late, 
:he  fierce  Foe  hung  on  our  broken  rear 
g,  and  punued  us  through  the  deep, 
'hat  compulsion  and  laborious  flight       80 
ik  thus  low  ?  Th*  ascent  is  easy  then ; 
nt  is  fear'd ;  should  we  again  provoke 
onger,  some  worse  way  his  wrath  may  find 
destruction ;  if  there  be  in  Hell 
be  worse  destroyed;  what  can  be  worse    85 
>  dwell  here,  driv'nout  from  bliss,  condcmn*d 
abhorred  deep  to  utter  woe ; 
pain  of  unextinguishablc  fire 
(crcise  us  without  hope  of  end, 
isals  of  his  anger,  when  the  scourge         90 
bly,  and  the  torturing  hour 
s  to  penance  ?  More  destroy'd  than  thus 
)uld  be  quite  abolished  and  expire. 
ear  we  then?  what  doubt  we  to  incense 
lost  ire  ?  which  to  the  highth  enrag'd,    9  5 
ither  quite  consume  us,  and  reduce 
hing  this  essential,  happier  far 
liserable  to  have  eternal  being : 
ur  substanc'j  be  indeed  divine, 
nnot  cease  to  be,  we  arc  at  worst  100 

i  side  nothing  i   and  hy  proof  we  fec\ 
w'r  suBicient  to  disturb  his  Hcav^n^ 

O4V.        VOL,    I,  ^ 


r'l 


ISO  pAiiADiit  zmr'. 

And  viih  perpetual  innndt  to'llM 
Thoagti  inacccMiblc,  lui  &tal  dm 
WUch  i(MN  ricnity  H  jet  tcfoto 

He  endcA  fanriBB^  ndUilM 
Detp'ntc  ineDp,  ind  factd  itufji 
To  let*  than  pub.  Oa  tV'«li«r-t 
^lial,  in  act  more  gncdnl  lod  ltd 
A  &irer  pencm  loit  not  Het«*bi  1 
For  Agility  cdmpoc'd  and  U^  cxp 
But  all  WK  hUe  mpA  Ulknr  j  ^Mki 
Diopt  '""i'"!  and  cdold  nuke  tUe 
The  better  Teatoo,  to  pciptex  ani'i 
Matuicitcouiueli:  for  hii  itMajjltti ' 
To  vice  inihutiioui,  Init  to  boUcr^ 
Timoroui  and  ilothfiil:  yet  he  pU 
And  with  pcrmaxive  accent  thut  be 

I  should  be  imich  for  open  war, 
As  not  behind  in  hate ;  if  what  wai 
Main  rcaion  to  persuade  immediate 
Did  not  disiuade  mc  most,  and  leei 
Ominous  conjecture  on  ibc  whole  ■ 
When  he  who  most  excels  in  fa«  < 
In  what  he  countcli  and'ih  ythM  ei 
Mitirustful,  grouAdrbii  coiiiagc  On 
And  utter  diuolution,  ai  the  scope 
Of  all  hii  aim,  after  tome  dire  leve 
Fint,  what  revenge?  Ihe'towert  of  1 
With  armed  watch,  that  render  all 
impregnable  i  oft  on  the  bord'ring 
lucitmp'tbeit  legioni,  oi  VuV  <Anu 
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i  widjc  into  the  rejilm  of  Night, 
prize.     Or  could  we  break  our  vny 
i  at  our  heels  all  Hell  shpuld  ris^  1 36 
rst  insurrection,  to  confound 
lest  light,  yet  our  great  Enemy 
itible  would  on  his  throne 
Ml,  and  th'  ethereal  mould 

stain,  would  soon  expel  1 40 

r,  and  puige  off  the  baser  fire 

Thus  repuls'd,  our  final  hope 
r :  we  must  exasperate 
r  Victor  to  spend  all  his  rage, 
ist  end  us,  that  must  be  our  cure,  145 
pre  ;  sad  cure ;  for  who  would  lose, 

of  pain,  this  intellectual  being, 
;hts  that  wander  through  eternity, 
ther,  swallow'd  up  and  lost 
womb  of  uncreated  Night,  150 

mse  and  motion?  and  who  knows, 
rood,  whether  our  angry  Foe 
or  will  ever  ?  how  he  can 

that  he  never  will  is  sure, 
wise,  let  loose  at  once  his  ire,       155 
gh  impotence,  or  unaware, 
enemies  their  wish,  and,  end 

anger,  whom  his  anger  saves 
[idless  ?  Wherefore  cease  we  then  ? 
o  counsel  war,  we  are  decreicd^     \^*^ 
f  desdn'd  to  eternal  woe  ; 
ng,  whm  can  wc  suffer  nvoie« 
N  2  -  ■ 
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What  can  we  luOer  wonc  ?  Ii  tbii  i 
Thu  utiiog,  thu*  cowaltiii^,  tbiu  ii 
Wirat  wboive  flcdinnin,  piinu*dai 
With  Hen*!!'*  iffictii^  tfannder,  m 
Tbc  Deep  to  theltei  u*  f  thii  Hell 
A  Tcfnge bom dioK  weuDdi :  etwht 
Chtiad  on  tlie  burDtog  Uke  7  Alt  ■ 
What  if  ihe  bmtb  that  kiodlcd  tboi 
Awak'd  thould  Mow  them  into  tev'i 
And  plunge  tii  in  ihe-flamei  ?  oth 
Should  intermiiied  Vengtaiice  arm  ; 
Hit  xd  right  hznd  to  plague  ui  ?  wl 
Titi  itotei  were  opcn'd,  and  ihi*  fin 
Of  Hcit  ihould  ipout  her  caiatacti  i 
Inipendenl  horrors,  thrcal'ninj;  hidei 
One  day  upon  our  hcadi ;  while  we 
J>csigning  or  exhorting  gloriouiwai 
Caught  in  a  iiety  tempest  shall  be  1 
Each  on  his  rock  transfix'd,  the  spoi 
Of  wracking  whirluinds,  or  for  eve: 
Under  yon  boiling  ocean,  wrapt  in 
There  to  converse  with  everlatting  ] 
Unreipited,  unpitied,  unrepriev'd, 
Af^t  of  hopelesi  end  P  thi)  would  1 
War  therefore,  open  or  conceal'd. 
My  voice  disiuades ;  for  what  can  Co 
With  him,  or  who  deceive  hb  mini 
Vicwi  all  thTbgi  at  one  viewf  he 

highth 
All  ilicsc  our  moiioTiavawvwwsn 
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Not  more  almighty  to  resist  our  might 
Than  wise  to  frustrate  all  our  plots  and  wiles. 
Shall  we  then  live  thus  vile,  the  race  of  Heaven 
Thus  trampled,  thus  expell'd  to  suifer  here      195 
Chains  and  these  torments  ?  better  these  than  worse 
By  my  advice ;  since  &te  inevitable 
Subdues  us,  and  omnipotent  decree, 
I'he  Victor's  will.     To  suffer,  as  to  do. 
Our  strength  is-  equa^l,  nor  the  law  unjust         200 
That  so  ordains :  this  was  at  first  resolv*d, 
If  we  were  wise,  against  so  great  a  foe 
Contending,  and  so  doubtful  what  might  fall. 
I  laugh,  when  those  who  at  the  spear  are  bold 
And  ventrous,  if  that  fail  them,  shrink  and  fear 
What  yet  they  know  must  follow,  to  endure    20 G 
Exile,  or  ignominy',  or  bonds,  or  pain. 
The  sentence  of  Ktheir  conqu'ror :  this  is  now 
Our  doom ;  which  if  we  can  sustain  and  bear, 
Our  supreme  Foe  in  time  may  much  remit     210 
His  anger,  and  perhaps  thus  far  rcmov'd 
Not  mind  us  not  offending,  satisfy'd 
With  what  is  punishM;  whence  these  raging  fires 
Will  slacken,  if  his  breath  stir  not  their  fiames. 
Our  purer  essence  then  will  overcome  21  j 

Their  noxious  vs^or,  or  inurM  not  feel. 
Or  chai^M  at  length,  and  to  the  place  conformM 
In  temper  and  in  nature,  will  receive 
Familiar  the  fierce  heat,  and  void  of  pain ; 
This  horror  yrill  grow  mild,  this  darkness  U^t> 
Besides  wh^t  hope  the  nevcr-cuding  f\\^\\t        '^^V 

N  3 
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or  r.iiurf  ilay:;  may  bring,  «  hai  chancf,  v,hat  cbai 
Vorlh  wailing,  since  our  prctcnl  lot  jppcan 
for  happy  lliough  but  ill,  for  ill  not  worst, 
If  wc  procurt  noi  to  ounclvci  more  woe.        2 

Thus  Btlijl  wilh  words  cloth'd  in  Reason's  g 
Couiacl'd  ignoble  case,  and  peaceful  sloth, 
Not  peace:  and  aftcir  him  thus  Mammon  apakc 

Either  to  disinihrone  the  Xing  of  Heaven 
■We  war,  if  war  be  best,  or  to  regain  2 

Our  own  right  lost :  him  lo  unthrone  we  then 
May  hope,  when  everlasting  Fate  shall  yield 
To  fickle  Chance,  nnJ  Chaos  judge  the  itrifc: 
The  fortiier  v»in  to  hope  aigucs  as  vain 
The  latter:  for  what  place  can  be  for  ui  S 

Within  Heav'n's  bound,  unless  HeavVs  LoiiJ 

preme 
Weovecpow'r?  Suppose  he  should  relent. 
And  publish  glare  to  all,  nn  promise  made 
Of  new  subjeeiioh;  wlih  what  eyes  could  we 
Stand  in  his  presence  humble,  and  receive       ! 
Strict  laws  impoi'd,  to  celebrate  his  ihroue 
Wiih  watblcd  hymns,  >nd  to  his  Godhead  sing 
forc'd  balkbtjah's;  while  he  lotdly  sit. 
Our  envied  Sovran,  and  his  altar  bre^thci 
Ambrosial  odors  and  airlrosial  (lowen,  i 

Our  servile  offerirgs  ?   This  must  be  our  talk 
In  Hcav'n,  this  our  delight ;  h 
Elcmity  to  spent  in  woiship  paid 
Tn  uhom  we  hale  t  Let  ui  wot  then  ^ursi 
JJ/  fcrcc  inipessible,\ij\eivi:  oWi^'i 
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able,  though  in  Heav'n,  our  state 

3id  vassalage ;  but  rathenseek 

good  lirom  ounelves,  and  from  oar  Ofwn 

miselves,  though  in  this  vast  recess, 

.  to  none  accountable,  preferring  255 

:rty  before  the  easy  yoke 

le  pomp.     Our  greatness  will  appear 

)st  conspicuous,  when  great  things  of  small, 

F  hurtful,  prosp'rous  of  adverse 

create,  and  in  what  place  soe'er         260 

[ndcr  ev'il,  and  work  ease  out  of  pain 

labor  and  ^durance.     This  deep  world 
less  do  we  dread  ?  How  oft  ataiidst 
ouds  and  dark  doth  Heav'n*s  alUruling  Sire 

reside,  his  glory  unobscur'd,  26  5 

b  the  majesty  of  darkness  round 
is  throne ;  from  whence  deep  thunders  roar 
g  their  rage,  and  Heav'n  resembles  Hell  ? 
ir  darkness,  cannot  we  his  light 
ivhen  we  please  ?  This  desert  soil       270 
lot  her  hidden  lustre,  gems  and  gold ; 
it  we  skill  or  art,  from  whence  to  raise 
ence ;  and  what  can  Heav'n  show  more  ? 
nents  also  may  in  length  of  time 
our  elements,  these  piercing  fires        275 
IS  now  severe,  our  temper  chang'd 
ir  temper;  which  must  needs  remove 
•ible  of  pain.     All  things  invite 
:ful  counsels^  and  the  settled  slala 

how  in  la/eiy  best  wc  may  ^^^ 
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Cumposc  our  presinl  cvilj,  with  rfgard 
Of  vihil  wc  aic  and  wlicrc,  diimiisingqui 
AH  ihoughtt  of  wu:  ye  hive  wh^t  1  adv 
Kc  Karce  bad  Rnith'd,  when  lucb  murn 
Th'  aiicmbly,  «i  when  hollow  locki  retail 
The  sound  of  btuil'ring  windi,  which  all  ni 
Had  roiii'd  the  lea,  aovr  with  hoanc  cadci 
Sea>faring  men  a'cr-walch'd,  whox  barkb 
Or  pinnace  anebon  in  a  (Craggy  hijr 
Aflcr  ihc  tcmpcil:  lUcb  applaiue  was  hc^ 
Ai  Mammon  ended,  and  hii  lentencc  pleai 
Advising  peace  t  for  luch  anolhct  fie)^ 
They  dreaded  worse  than  Hell:  JO  laucht 
Of  thunder  and  the  tword  of  Michael 
Wrought  still  within  them;  andnoleude! 
To  found  this  nether  empire,  which  luight 
By  policy,  and  long  process  of  time. 
In  emulation  opposite  to  Heav'n* 
\Vbich  when  Beelzebub  perceiv'd,  than  w 
Salan  except,  none  higher  sal,  with  grave 
Aspect  he  rose,  and  in  his  rising  scem'd 
A  pill'ar  of  slate ;  deep  on  his  front  iogn 
Deliberation  sat  arul  public  care  ; 
And  piincely  counsel  in  his  face  yet  shon 
Majesiic  though  in  ruin:  sage  he  stood 
With  Atlanlean  shoulders  ht  to  bear 
The  weight  of  niighiiest  monarchies ;  his 
Drew  audience  and  aiiention  still  as  night 
Ur  summer's  noon-tide  air,  while  ihus  he 
7/jronMaiidI]nperiii\?oVti\o5i^rKi^Q 


Book  IL  PARADISE    LOST.  157 

Ethereal  Virtues  !  or  tlicsc  titles  now  311 

Must  \vc  renounce,  and  changing  style  be  call'd 
Princes  of  Hell  ?  for  so  the  popular  vote 
Inclines,  here  to  continue*,  and  build  up  here 
A  growing  empire;  doubtless;  while  we  dream, 
And  know  not  that  the  King  of  Hcav'n  hath  doom'd 
This  place  our  dungeon,  not  our  safe  retreat 
Beyond  his  potent  arm,  to  live  exempt 
From  Hcav'n*s  high  jurisdiction,  in  new  league 
Banded  against  his  throne,  but  to  remain  d!^0 

In  strictest  bondage,  though  thus  far  remov'd 
Under  th*  inevitable  curb,  reserv'd 
His  captive  multitude:  for  he,  be  sure. 
In  highth  or  depth,  still  first  and  last  will  reign 
Sole  King,  and  of  his  kingdom  lose  no  part      3!^ 5 
By  our  revolt,  but  over  Hell  extend 
His  empire,  and  with  iron  sceptre  rule 
Us  here,  as  with  his  golden  those  in  Hcav*n. 
What  sit  v;e  then  projecting  peace  and  war? 
War  harh  determinM  us,  and  foil'd  with  loss    330 
Irreparahlc  ;   terms  of  peace  yet  none 
Vouchsaf'd  or  sought;  for  what  peace  will  be  given 
To  lis  inslav'd,  but  custody  severe. 
And  stripes,  and  arbitrary  punishment 
Inflicted?  and  what  peace  can  we  return  335 

But  to  our  power  hostility  and  hate, 
Untam'd  reluctance,  and  revenge  though  slow. 
Yet  ever  plotting  how  the  Conqu'rOT  Wa^I 
May  reap  his  conquest,  and  mav  \casi  tc\ow 
In  doing  what  wc  most  in  suffcnng  £cc.\>  *2>'' 


Nor  uili  occasion  wiiit,  nor  ihall  vc  neet 
Willi  diingcroui  expcditian  (o  invade 
Hcav'n,  whoK  hi^  vralli  (car  no  luault  < 
Or  unbuth  from  ibe  deep.  What  if  m 
Sonte  easier  entcrp^^te  7  There  it  a  place 
(If  ancient  and  prophetic  fame  la  Heavei 
Err  not)  aootbei  world,  ibe  happy  leat 
Of  some  new  rice  cill'd  J^ifUf  about  thi 
To  be  created  liHe  to  ui,  though  lesi 
In  power  and  excellence,  but  (avor'd  mo 
Of  him  whorulei  above;  lo  wai  hitwil 
Pronounc'd  among  the  godj,  otid  by  an  o 
That  jhook  Hcav '  n'l  w  hole  ci  rcumfEttnce  i 
Thither  let  ui  licndallourthou^U,  to  1 
What  creatures  there  inhabit,  of  what  moi 
Or  lubitance,  how  cndu'd,  and  what  theii 
And  where  their  wcakneu,  how  atlempte 
By  force  ot  subtlety.  Though  Heav'n  b 
And  Heav'nU  bi)^  Arbiiiaior  sit  secure  , 
In  hi]  own  strength,  this  place  may  lie  cxg 
llie  utmost  border  of  his  kingdom;  Icf 
To  their  defence  who  hold  it :  here  pcrb 
Some  advantageous  act  may  be  achiev'd 
By  sudden  onset,  either  with  Hell  fire 
To  waste  his  whol^  creation,  or  possess 
All  as  our  own,  and  drive  as  we  were  dr 
The  puny  inhabitants,  or  if  not  drive. 
Seduce  them  to  our  party,  that  their  Go< 
May  prove  iheir  foe,  aiiiwiiii  itYtwiwi^' 
A  hotiih  bis  own  woiki.    T\«i  i(o»A4  » 
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7enge,  ahd  interrupt  his  joy 

isioita,  and  our  joy  upraise 

bancc ;  when  his  darling  sons, 

loiig  to  partake  with  us,  shall  curse 

mginal,  and  faded  bliss,  373 

an.     Advise  if  this  be  worth 

,  or  to  sit  in  darkness  here 

in  empires.     Thus  Beelzebub 

devilish  counsel,  first  devis'd 

(id  ib  t>art  prbpbsM :  for  whence,  389 

e  author  of  all  ill,  could  spring 

lalice,  to  confound  the  race 

1  in  one  root,  and  earth  with  Hell 

ind  involve,  done  all  to  spite 

Creator  ?   But  their  spite  still  »cr\cs 
)  augment.     The  bold  design         J86 
ty  those  infernal  StateSf  and  joy 
all  their  eyes;  with  full  assent 

whereat  his  speech  he  thus  renews, 
ve  ye  judg'd,  well  ended  long  debate, 
»ds,  and  like  to  what  ye  are,  391 

s  resolv'd,  which  from  the  lowest  deep 
norc  lift  us  up,  in  spite  of  fate, 
ancient  seat ;  perhaps  in  view 
ight  confines,  whence  with  neighboring 
s  395 

une  excursion  we  may  chance 
sav'n ;  or  else  in  some  mild  zotv^ 
nv/shed  of  Heav*n*s  fair  light 
f  the  bright^Bdn^  onctA  bc;&xa 
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Purge  off  thit  gloom :  the  m>&  delicio) 
To  Meti  the  tear  of  tbue  cotroiive  file 
Sbal1brtvbeherb»lin.  Butfintwhonid 
In  Kirch  ofibii  newwotld?  wbomilu 
Sufficient  ?  who  shall  tempt  will)  wand! 
The  dirk  UDbottom'd  infinite  tbyu. 
And  through  tbc  palpable  abtcuFc  fiul 
His  uocouih  waf,  or  (pread  hi*  aeiy  9i 
Upborne  with  inde&tigable  wingi 
Over  the  vait  abrupt,  ere  be  arrive 
The  happy  ilcP  whatitrcngth,  whatu 
Suffice,  or  what  cvaiiou  bear  bim  lafe 
Through  the  ttiict  icnleriei  uid  UU/oe 
O  [  angcli  watching  round  ? '  Here  he  I 
All  circumipection,  and  we  now  no  let 
Choice  in  our  lufTiagc  ;  for  on  whom  w< 
The  weight  of  M  and  our  lail  hope  it 
Tbi>  laid,  he  tal ;  and  enpectatioo  bi 
His  look  lucpenx,  awaiting  who  appea 
To  second,  or  oppose,  or  undertake 
The  perilous  attempt!  but  ^11  tat  mule 
Pund'ring  the  danger  with  deep  ihoughi 
In  athen  count'nancc  read  hit  own  disi 
Aiioniih'd :  none  among  the  cboice  ai 
Of  those  Heav'n-wjciing  champion*  coi 
So  hardy  a)  loprotferor  accept 
Alone  the  dreadful  voyage  j  till  at  lasi 
iialan,  whom  now  trauicendant  glory  r 
Above  hii  fellows,  with  monarchal  pri 
Comcioui  of  bighuL  <MQnb,  usran'd 
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O  Progeny  of  Heaven!  empyrcilThronci !  i30 
Wiih  rcuon  hatb  deep  lilenccand  iemut 
iui'd  ui,  thvugh  undUtnay'd :  longU  ihe  wjy 
And  hztd,  ihai  out  oFHell  leads  up  to  lighi) 
Oar  ptijtm  tuong)  ibit  huge  convex  of  Etc, 
Outrjgeoui  lo  devour,  immurcc  ui  lound         43J> 
Mpcfjid,  and  gates  of  biirtiing  adamant 
Bjir'd  over  ui  prohibit  all  cgreii. 
These  pasa'd,  if  any  p»!i,  the  viiid  profound 
Of  unessential  Night  rcceivei  him  next      ' 
Wide  gaping,  and  vilth  utier  low  of  being       4 -! ^ 
Threiiens  him,  plung'd  in  ihal  abortive  gulf. 
If  thence  he  'icjpe  inio  whatever  world, 
Or  unknown  region,  what  remains  him  ita 
Than  unknown  clangers,  tod  ai  hard  ctmpt  P 
Bat  I  should  ill  bccutae  this  ibrone.O  Peers!   Hi 
And  this  imperial  ^ovranty,  adurn'd 
M'iih  splendor,  arm'd  with  power,  if  aught  propo>'d 
And  judg'd  of  public  moment,  in  the  ifaapc 
Of  difficuily'  or  dangor  could  deter 
*<Ie  from  atrenipting.     Wherefore  do'  1  aisumir 
1  licse  loyakici,  and  not  refuse  lo  reign,  i  J  t 

Ktfusing  lo  acccpi  as  great  a  share 
Of  hsn'd  34  of  honor,  due  alike 
Td  him  who  rcigni,  and  to  much  to  him  due 
Of  hazard  mote,  as  he  above  the  rest  ■15.) 

High  honor'd  liis  ?  Go  ihcrefore  mighty  Pom  i^ts  I 
Ttirot  of  Heav'n,  though  fall'n ;  intend  at  honif, 
y-%\t  here  shall  be  our  home,  what  best  ma^  c^^ 
'1  he  prtsen^  mini)',  md  render  Htll 


x^ciiverancc  lUT'inaii :  nin  cmcrpmc     ' 
None  shall  partake  with  me.     Thus  tayiu 
The  Monarch,  and  prevented  all  reply. 
Prudent,  lest  from  his  resolution  rais*d 
Others  among  the  chl^f  ihight  btttr  HbVr 
(Certain  to  he  tcMd)'^ithaittnt*ih^fa^ 
And  ISO  refus^cl  niigHt*iii  bpthion  soUki 
Plis  nvah,  viimiitig  theH^  the  fa^  refffUe 
Which  he  thrOa^  hsbard  huge  mhtt  M 

they  / 

Dreaded  not  more  th*  l&dventure  tli^nlib' 
Forbidding  ;  and  at  once  with  him  they  idi 
Their  rising  all  at  ohce  was  as  the  soatid 
Of  thunder  heatd  remote.  T^w^ards  liim  t! 
With  awful  reverence  protle ;  ^mid  as  a  got 
£xtol  him  eiqual  to  the  kig'hest-in  Heav^ 
Nor  fail'd  they  to  express  how  mtM:h  tbey 
That  for  the  general  safety  he  despised 
His  own :  for  neither  do  the  spirits  damn' 
Lose  all  their  virtue ;  lest  bad  men  shotili 
Their  specious  deeds  on  earth,  which  glory* 
Or  close  ambition  vamish'd  o*er  with  zeal 
Thus  they  their  doubtful  consultations  dai 
Ended  rejoicing  in  their  matchless  chief; 
As  when,  from  mountain  lo^^  i!!a«.  ^-^^j  0 
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liccnding,  while  the  North-wind  sleeps,  o*er-spread 

Icav'n's  checrfal  face,  the  louring  clement     490 

•cowls  o'er  the  darken'd  landskip  snow,  or  shower; 

f  chance  the  radiant  sun:  with  finrewel  sweet 

Lx|cnd  bis  e^'niug  beam,  the  fields  revive, 

fbe  birds  their  notes  renew,  and  bleating  herds 

/itti^st  their  joy,  that,  hill  and  valley  rings.       495 

!>  shame  to  men !  devil  with  devil  damn'd 

Firm  concord  holds,  men  only  disagree 

Of  creatures  rational,  though  under  hope 

Of  heav'nly  grace:  and  God  proclaiming  peace, 

Yet  live  in  hatred,  enmity,  and  strife  500 

A.mong  themselves,  and  levy  cruel  wars. 

Wasting  the  earth,  each  other  to  destroy : 

As  if  (which  might  induce  us  to  accord) 

Man  had  not  hellish  foes  enow  besides. 

That  day  and  night  for  his  destruction  wait.     503 

The  Stygian  council  thus  dissolv'd ;  and  forth 
In  order  came  the  grand  infernal  Peers : 
Midst  came  their  mighty  paramount,  and  secm'd 
Alone  th'  antagonist  of  Heav'n,  nor  less  509 

Than  HelTs  dread  emperor  with  pomp  supreme^ 
And  God-like  imitated  state;  him  round 
A  globe  of  iiery  seraphim  inclos'd 
With  brij(ht  imbiazonry,  and  horrent  arms. 
Then  of  their  session  ended  they  bid  cry 
With  trumpets'  regal  sound  the  great  result :   515 
Tow'ards  the  four  winds  four  speedy  cherubLiri 
Put  to  their  mouths  the  sounding  akVieia^ 
B}'  herald's  voice  cxplain'd ;  the  \io\\oV  sJd^^'^ 

o2 
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Hcjrd  hr  ,ind  wide,  and  all  llic  hn«  of  HcH 
With  deaf'nlng  shoui  icHirnM  ihcra  Imidac 
Tbetice  more  at  ease  theii  mindi,  and  ion 

By  false  prcmrinpiuoii'i  hopr,  ihe  rangfd  po 
Ditband,  and  waad'cing,  each  hit  srvenl  W3 
Punuci,  u  inclination  or  sii  choice 
Leads  liim  perplcx'd,  u'licrF  he  roaj'  liVrlici 
Truce  to  his  testlrss  though  is,  and  entertain 
The  irksorae  hours,  till  his  great  chief  rcmr 
Part  on  ihe  plain,  or  in  (he  ait  sublime. 
Upon  the  Vising,  or  in  swift  race  contend, 
As  at  ih'  Olympian  games  or  Pythian  fields 
Part  cuib  iheir  fiery  needs,  or  shun  the  goa 
With  rapid  whecl«,  or  fronted  btigads  form. 
At  when  to  warn  proud  cities  war  appears 
Wag'd  in  ihc  troubled  ikv,  and  armies  nisli 
To  battel  in  the  clouds,  before  each  van 
Pritk  forth  the  aiiry  knigbu,  and  couch  iheii 
Till  thickest  iegioni  close  ;  with  feats  of  ai 
From  cither  end  of  Heav'n  the  welkin  hiimi 
Olherl  with  vast  Typhoran  rage  more  fell 
Rend  up  both  rocki  and  hilli,  and  ride  the  ai 
Iti  whirlwind  ;  Heli  scarce  holds  the  wild  u] 
Ai  when  Alcides,  from  Oechalia  crown'd 
With  conquest,  felt  ih'  envenom 'd  robe,  an. 
Through  pain  up  by  the  ropts  Thesialiati  p 
And  Liehas  from  the  top  of  Oet»  threw 
Into  ih'  fuboic  *ea,      OvVieis  mwe  mi\i, 
RcUiitied  iti  a  silent  vaUev,  s\ii% 
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With  notes  ^ngelical  to  many  a  harp 
1  heir  own  heroic  deeds  and  hapless  fall 
By  doom  of  bauel;  ^d  complain  that  Fate     5»0 
Free  viTt^e  ^ould  Enthral  to  force  or  chance. 
Their  song  was  partial,  but  the  harmony 
(What  could  it  less  when  spi'rits  immortal  sing?) 
Suspended  Hell,  and  took  with  ravishment       554 
The  throngii^  audience.  In  discourse  more  sweet 
(For  eloquence  the  soul,  song  charms  the  sense,) 
Others  apart  sat  on  a  hill  tetir*d, 
Jn  thoughts  more  elevate,  and  reason'd  high 
Of  providence,  foreknowledge,  will,  and  fate, 
Fix'd  fate,  free  will,  foreknowledge  absolute,     560 
And  found  no  end,  in  wand'ring  mazes  lost. 
Qf  good  and  evil  much  they  argued  then. 
Of  happiness  and  final  misery. 
Passion  and  apathy,  and  glory'  and  shame. 
Vain  wisdom  all  and  false  philosophy :  b^S 

Yet  with  a  pleasing  sorcery  could  charm 
piiin  for  a  while  or  anguish,  and  excite 
Fallacious  hope,  or  arm  th'  obdured  breast 
With  stubborn  patience  as  with  triple  steel. 
Another  part  in  squadrons  and  gross  bands,        570 
On  |>ol.d  adventure  to  discover  wide 
That  dismal  world,  if  any  clime  perhaps 
Might  yield  them  easier  habitation,  bend 
Four  ways  their  flying  march,  along  the  banks 
Of  four  infernal  rivers,  that  disgorge  57  5 

Into  the  bumij:^  Jake  their  baleful  streams ', 
Abhorred  Styx,  the  Hood  of  deadly  \\^lc  *, 

o   3 
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Hii  Arficron  of  mirn'K,  black  and  dcei 
CocvtJi,  tiam'd  of  lamfniation  loud 
Heard  on  ihe  rueful  slreara ;  fierce  Phle 
Whoje  waves  of  lorrent  fire  iRflame  i 
Far  off  from  these  a  slow  and  silenl  ■( 
Lethe  the  river  of  oblivion  rolls 
Her  wat'ry  labyrinth,  whereof  who  di 
Forlhu'ith  his  former  slale  and  be'tng  tc 
For^ts  both  joy  and  grief,  pleasure  a 
Beyond  this  flood  a  froien  continent 
X.Ics  dark  and  wild,  bcai  with  pcrpetu 
Of  whirlwind  and  dire  hail,  which  oi 
Thaws  not,  but  gathers  heap,  and  ruin  i 
Of  ancient  pile ;  or  else  deep  snnw  an 
A  gulf  profound  as  that  Serbonlan  bo\ 
Betwixt  Daniiala  and  Mount  Casius  oI 
Where  armies  whole  have  sunk ;  the 
Rums  frore,  and  cold  performs  th'  effec 
'i'hither  by  harpy-footed  furies  hal'd 
At  cenaiu  revolutions  aU  the  damn'd 
Are  brought,  and  feel  bv  luins  the  bit 
Of  Trice  extremes,  extremes  by  ehsng 
from  beds  of  niging  fire  to  starve  in 
'i  heir  soft  eihercal  warmth,  and  then 
Immoveable,  inhx'd,  and  frozen  rnun 
I'criods  of  lime,  thence  htirried  bark 
'J  hey  ferry  over  ibis  Lethean  sound 
Both  to  and  fro,  iheit  suirow  to  augn 
And  wish  aud  suugnle,  as  thc^  'fsss, 
'J'/w  (cjjj/ifiiig  stream,  with  one  smaV 


ficok  //.  PARADISE     LOST.  167 

In  sweet  forgctfulncss  all  pain  and  woe, 
All  in  one  moment,  and  so  near  the  brink ; 
■  But  Fate  withstands,  and  to  oppose  th*  attempt  610 
Medusa  with  Grorgonian  terror  guards 
The  ford,  and  o£  itself  the  water  flics 
All  taste  of  living  wight,  as  once  it  fled 
The  lip  of  Tantalus.     Thus  roving  on  614 

Id  confus*d  march  forlorn,  th*  adventurous  hands 
With  shudd'ring  horror  pale,  and  eves  aghast, 
View'd  first  their  lamentable  lot,  and  found 
No  rest :  through  many  a  dark  and  dreary  vale 
They  pass'd,  and  many  a  region  dolorous, 
0*er  many  a  frozen,  many  a  fiery  Alp,  690 

Rocksi  raves,  lakes,  fens,  bogs,  dens,  and  shades  of 
A  universe  of  death,  which  God  by  curse     [death, 
Created  ev'il,  for  evil  only  good 
Where  all  life  dies,  death  lives,  and  nature  breeds, 
Pcr\'erse,  all  monstrous,  all  prodigious  things,   6*23 
Abominable,  inutterable,  and  worse 
Than  fables  yet  have  feign*d,  or  fear  ConceivM, 
Gorgons,  and  hydras,  and  chimeras  dire. 

Mean  while  the  adversarv*  of  God  and  man, 
Satan  wiili  thoughts  inflam'd  of  hig*hest  design, 
Puts  on  swift  wings,  and  tow'ards  the  gates  of  Hell 
Explores  his  solitary  flight :  sometimes 
He  scours  the  right  hand  coast,  sometimes  the  left, 
Now  shaves  with  level  wing  the  deep,  then  soars 
Up  to  the  fiery  concave  towering  high.  635 

As  when  far  off  at  sea  a  fleet  dcsci^'^A 
l/artgs  m  thr  clouds,  by  ecjuinocuai  v;\\\^'=^ 
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Clax  s;iiliii^  from  Bcngah  or  the  isles 
O!  TiiTijl-j  aiiL'. '!  idorc,  whence  mercbi 
'1  hcic  i^icy  drugs:  ihey  on  ibe  trading 
Through  ibe  wide  Etbiopian  to  the  Cip 
Ply  siemming  nightly  tow'ard  the  pglt. 
Far  off  tite  Hying  Fiend  :  at  lut  i^pcK 
He)l  boiindi  high  teaching  to  the  horric 
And  thrice  thiee-fold  the  gates,   three 

Three  iroo,  three  of  adamantine  rock, 
Impenetrable,  impal'd  wiih  circling  fire 
Yet  unconium'd.  Befoie  the  gates  the 
On  either  side  a  formiilablc  shape ; 
The  one  scem'd  woman  to  the  waisi,  and 
But  ended  foul  in  muny  a  scaly  fold 
Vijluminous  and  vast,  a  serpent  arm'd 
With  uiortal  sting:  about  her  middle  r 
A  cry  of  hell-hounds  never  ceasing  bar 
With  wide  Ccrberean  mouths  full  loud 
A  hideous  peal ;  yet,  when  they  list,  w 
ir  ouglt:  disturb'd  their  noise,  into  her  ' 
And  kennel  there,  yet  there  still  bark'd  ; 
Within  unseen.  Far  less  abhorr'd  thai 
Vox'tl  Scylla  bathing  In  the  sea  thai  pai 
Calabria  fium  the  hoarse  Trinacrian  sho 
Nor  uglinr  follow  the  Night-hag,  when 
In  secret,  riding  through  the  air  sliF  con 
Lur'd  with  the  smell  of  infant  blood,  ic 
Wiib  J.3/)Jand  witches,  while  the  lib'ri 
Jiclipsci  at  their  chaniis.     T\ic  oi.\it\ 
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r  shape  it  might  be  callM  that  shape  had  none 

)istin^uishable  m  member,  joint,  or  limb, 

)r  substance  might  be  calPd  that  shadow  seemM, 

'or each  scem'd  either;  black  it  stood  as  Night, 

icrce  as  ten  Furies,  terrible  as  Hell,  671 

Ind  shook  a  dreadful  dart ;  what  seemM  his  head 

*hc  likeness  of  a  kingly  cro^^^l  had  on. 

atan  was  now  at  hand,  and  from  his  seat 

*hc  monster  moving  onward  came  as  fast         675 

fVith  horrid  strides,  Hell  trembled  as  he  strode. 

h'  undaunted  Fiend  what  this  might  be  admir'd, 
Vdmir'd,  not  fear'd;  God  and  his  Son  except, 
Seated  thing  nought  valued  he  nor  shunn'd; 
ind  with  disdainful  look  thus  first  began.       680 

Whence  and  what  art  thou,  execrable  shape ! 
That  dar*st,  though  grim  and  terrible,  advance 
rhy  miscreated  front  athwart  my  way 
To  yonder  gates?  through  them  I  mean  to  pass, 
That  be  assurM,  without  leave  ask'd'of  thee :      685 
Retire,  or  taste  thy  folly',  and  learn  by  proof, 
Hell-bom,  not  to  contend  with  spi*rits  of  Heav*n. 

To  whom  the  goblin  full  of  wrath  reply'd. 
\n  thou  that  traitor  angel,  art  thou  he 
Who  first  broke  peace  in  Heav'n  and  faith,  till  then 
Jnbrokin,  and  in  proud  rebellious  arms  691 

Drew  after  him  the  third  part  of  Heav'n's  sons 
[^onjur'd  against  the  Hig'hest.  for  which  both  thou 
\nd  thcv,  outcast  from  God,  are  hete.  cotvdtYcvrJ  ^ 
To  waste  eternal  dayx  in  woe  and  pait\^  ^Si'^"> 

mf  reckon'st  thou  thyself  vrith  spViiXs  o^  W^ys'  ^ 


Hell-doom'il,  and  lirearh'H  dtfiancc 
Where  I  reign  kiii^,  and  to  encage  i 
1  hy  king  und  lord  P  Back  ip  thy  pu 
Falw  ^iiive  1  and  to  thy  spcei  »cU 
Lest,  wilh  a  whip  of  tcoipioiu  I  pui 
'I'hy  ling'iiiig,  ocwiib  one  (iroke  ol 
Sirange  horror  teize  ihec',  and  ^vip 
So  spake  the  grisly  Terror,  and  i 
So  speaking  ai)d  so  thrcat'niQg,  grew 
Marc  drijadful  and  derorm  :  on  th' 
Inccns'd  widi  indignation  Sataustooi 
UnicriifyM,  and  like  a  cornel  hum'd 
That  tires  the  length  of  Opbiuchus 
In  th'  Aiciic  iky,  and  fiom  his  hou 
Shakes  pestiLncc  and  war.  Each  a 
J,e\ti;'d  his  deadly  aim;  lUcir  fadl 
Nosrcoitd  stroke  intend,  and  such  a 
Kach  cast  at  ih'  other,  as  when  two 
With  IkavVi;  aitiUcry  fraught,  cod 
Over  (he  Caspiar.,  ihcn  stand  from  i 
1  Wring  a  '.pace,  [ill  winds  the  sigiu 
To  join  thcii  dark  eiicounitr  in  mid 
So  frowii'J  the  mighty  combawnii,  ll 
Crew  liarW  at  their  frown,  so  match 
For  nrvtr  but  once  more  was  either 
To  mc^et  Ml  gmal  a  kie :  and  now  gj 
Had  hecn  acliicv'd,  whereof  all  Hcl 
Had  not  the  sn^ky  sotcercss  that  sat 
Fast  by  Hull  gnte,  and  kept  ihe  {jla 
Jlis'n,  and  with  hideous  wwti'j  tva\ 
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O  Fattbcr !  wiut  tnteods  thy  hand,  the  cry'd, 
Ag^ifist  thy  ott&y  aon?  What  fuiy*,  O  Son ! 
tonauu  thee  to  bcikdthat  noria]  dtrt 
AguMt  ihy  &thez^t  hend  ?  ind  know'tt  for  whom ; 
For  him  trbd  «tt  above  and  lailgbi  the  while  731 
At  ihee  oftfaun'd  bb  drndgey  to  execute 
Whate*er  hnwiatfay  which  be  calk  Justice,  bids; 
Hit  wrath,  which  oiie  day  will  destroy  ye  both. 

'  She  tpribe,  atid  at  h€t  words  the  hellish  pest  735 
Forbore»  then  these  to  h£r  Satan  retam'd. 

So  tthUige'thy  Mteiy,  luid  thy  words  to  strange 
Thou  interfKMiest,  that  my  sudden  hand 
Prevented  spares  ttfieU  thee  yet  by  deeds 
IVbat  it  intends ;  till  fint  I  know  of  thee,      740 
What  tiding  th6u  art,  thus  double-lbnn'd,.  and  why 
lo  this  inieriial  vale  first  met  thou  calPst 
Me  Father,  and  that  phantasm  call'st  my  Son ; 
I  know  thee  not,  nor  ev^r  saw  till  now 
Sight  Inore  detestable  than  him  and  thtc,        745 

To*  whom  thu^the  portress  of  Hell  gate  reply'd. 
Hast  thOu  forgot  me  then,  and  do  I  seem 
Now  in  thiiie  eye  so  foul  ?  once  deem'd  so  fair 
In  Heav'n,  when  at  th*  assembly,  and  in  sight 
Of  all  the  seraphim  with  thee  combined  750 

In  boTd  conspiracy  against  Heav'n's  King, 
All  on  a  sudden  miserable  pain 
Surpri&'d  thee,  dim  thine  tye»9  and  ^iizzy  swum 
In  darkness,  while  Iky  head  flames  thick  and  fast 
Threw  Forth,  tili^n  the  left,$ide  6ptn\n^Wv^«^*\"o'"^ 
Ukcst  to  ihec'm  §bipe  and  coum^iAiicc  W\^Vt 


172  PAaAona  lost.  Boiltt. 

'I  hcEi  sliiEilng  heav'iilv  fair,  a  godded  arni'J 
Out  of  ihy  hi:ad  E  sprung :  amueineut  iKii'd 
All  ih'  host  of  Heav'u ;   b>ick  they  recoiL'd  i&iid 
At  iyiii,  and  cuU'd  Jue  Sin,  and  fur  a  siga        760 
Portenioui  lieltl  me  ;  but  rdmiliar  grown, 
1  ptusi'd,  Bndvridi  umclive  graces  wan 
The  man  avenc,  thee  chie%,  wlio  full  oft 
Thyself  in  me  thy  perfect  image  viewing 
Ber:am'i(  enamor'd,  and  tucll  jay  tliou  tiiok'u  TfiJ 
VViih  me  in  secret,  that  ray  womb  concciv'd 
A  gr<»i'ing  burden.     Mean  while  war  arojc. 
And  fields  were  fougbt  inHeav*!);  wherein  reiw 
(For  whit  could  eltei')  to  our  almighty  Fue 
Clear  victtHy,  to  oac  part  lot;  and  roue  TI<I 

Thioughall  the  empyrean:  down  they  fell 
Driv'n  headlong  fiom  the  pitch  of  Heiv'a,  dawn 
Into  this  deep,  and  in  ihe  general  fall 
I  also  I  at  which  time  thli  jiowcrful  kc;r 
Into  my  hand  was  given,  with  charge  to  keep     tVt 
Thcrie  gates  For  ever  shut,  whicli  none  can  pass 
Without  my  ope'ning.     Pensive  here  I  m 
Alone,  hue  long  1  cat  not,  till  my  womb         , 
PiL'gnant  by  tfiee,  and  now  excessive  grown, 
Prodigioui  motion  felt  and  rueful  throes.         ltd 
At  last  this  odious  olfspring  whom  thouseeu 
Thine  own  begotten,  breaking  violent  way 
Tore  through  my  entrails,  tlut,  with  fear  and  pai° 
Dietorted,  all  my  nether  ih^  (bus  grew 
Trsnsform'is  but  be  trcj  mVciwieift'i 
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^de  to  destroy  :  I  fled,  and  cry*d  out  Death : 
sU  trembled  at  the  hideous  name,  and  sigh'd 
om  all  her  caves,  and  back  resounded  Death. 
Bed,  but  he  pursued,  (though  more,  it  seems, 
flam'd  with  lust  than  rage)  and  swifter  far,    791 
e  overtook  his  mother  all  dismayed, 
nd  in  embraces  forcible  and  foul 
gendring  with  me,  of  that  rape  begot 
bese  yelling  monsters,  that  with  ceaseless  cry  7  9  d 
irround  me,  as  thou  saw'st,  hourly  conceiv*d 
nd  hourly  born,  with  sorrow  infinite 
o  me  i  for  when  they  list,  into  the  womb 
hat  bred  them  they  return,  and  howl  and  gaaw 
ly  bowels,  their  repast;  then  bursting  forth  800 
ifresh  with  conscious  terrors  vex  me  round, 
hat  rest  or  intermission  none  I  find. 
icfore  mine  eyes  in  opposition  sits 
rrim  Death  my  son  and  foe,  who  sets  them  on, 
Ind  me  his  parent  would  full  soon  devour       SO  3 
or  want  of  other  prey,  but  that  he  knows 
lis  en4  with  mine  involved ;  and  knows  that  I 
hould  prove  a  bitter  morsel,  and  his  bane, 
Vhenever  that  shall  be ;  so  Fate  pronouncM. 
•ut^hou,  O  Father!  I  forewarn  thee,  shun     810 
iis  deadly  arrow ;  neither  vainly  hope 
o  be  invulnerable  in  those  bright  arms, 
'hough  tempered  heav'nly,  for  that  mortal  dint, 
ave  he  who  reigns  above,  none  can  res'\s\.. 
She  Snisb'd,  and  the  subtle  Fiend  Vvvs  \oit    ^\- 
on  Icstm^dn^w  milder,  and  thus  ansviti'  <i  ^^oo^} 


174  PARADISE    LOST.  Book  > 

Dear  Daughter !  since  thou  claim'st  me  for  thysii 
And  my  Cur  ton  here  thow'it  mci  the  dear  ple(%e 
Of  dallttDce  bad  wtfch  thee  ih  Hmv^,  «Dd  Jo^ 
Then  tweet,  now  ad  to  mention,  throi%hdlre  dlt^ 
Befairn  us  tmforeseen,  mithoi^ht  of;  'komr  4i 
I  come  no  enemy,  but  to  tet  free 
From  out  this  dark  and  dismal  house  of  paiii 
Both  him  and  thee,  and  all  the  beav'nly  holt 
Of  spi'rits  that  in  our  just  pretences  irmM     M 
Fell  with  us  froin  on  high :  from  them  J  §o 
This  uncouth  erratid  sole,  and  one  for  all 
Myself  expose,  with  lonely  steps  to'tre^ 
Th'  unfounded  deep,  and  through  theToid  Amm 
To  search  with  wand'ring  quest  a  place  frwBtoU 
Should  be,  and,  by  concurring  signs,  ere.  now  "SI' 
Created  vast  and  round,  a  place  df  bliss 
In  the  purlieus  of  Heav'n,  and  therein  plaa'd 
A  race  of  upstart  creatures,  to  supply 
Perhaps  our  vacant  room,  though  more  removed, 
I.cst  Heav'n  surchargM  with  potent  multkttde  991 
M-ight  hap  to  move  new  broils :  be  this  or  aught 
Than  this  more  secret  now  designed,  I  haste 
To  know,  and  this  once  known,  shall  soon  retura 
And  bring  ye  to  the  place  where  thou  ond'IMh 
Shall  dwell  at  ease,  ainl  up  and  down  unseen  t4< 
Wing  silently  the  buxom  air,  imbalm'd 
With  odors ;  there  ye  shall  be  fed  and  filled 
i^nmeasurably,  all- things  shall  be  your  prsy* 
He  ceas'd,  for  both  sctwC^  Vv\^>j  '^'^it  • 
Death  ^ 
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orrible  a  ghastly  smile,  to  hear 
e  ifaould  be  fiUM,  and  blest  his  oiaw 
0  that  good  hour:  no  less  rejoic'd 
r  bad,  and  thus  bespake  her  sire. 
^  of  this  infernal  pit  by  due,  850 

nnmand  of  Heaven's  all-powerful  King 
f  him  forbidden  to  unlock 
mantine  gates ;  against  all  force 
iy  stands  to  interpose  his  dart, 
>  be  o*ermatch'd  by  living  might.     855 
owe  I  to  his  commands  above 
s  me,  and  hath  hither  thrust  me  down 
;loom  of  Tartarus  profound, 
lateful  office  hefe  confin'dt 
of  Heav'n,  and  heav'nly-born,         860 
^rpetual  agony  and  pain, 
ors  and  with  clamors,  compass'd  round 
)wn  brood,  that  on  my  bowels  feed  ? 
my  father,  thou  my  author,  thou 
gav*st  me';  wHom  should  I  obey     865 
whom  follow  ?  thou  wilt  bring  me  soon 
cw  world  of  light  and  bliss,  among 
who  live  at  ease,  wliere  I  shall  reign 
;bt  hand  voluptuous,  as  beseems 
Iter  and  thy  darling,  without  end.       870 
tying,  from  her  side  the  &tal  key, 
oient  of  all  our  woe,  she  took  ; 
irds  the  gate  rolling  her  bestial  ttaitv^ 
the  huge  portcullis  high  updicvi^ 
hcnelf,  not  all  theSty^an^^ow^^^  ^'^^ 
P   2 
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Could  once  have  mov'd  ;  then  in  the  key-hole  turns 
Th'  intricate  wards,  and  every  bolt  and  bar 
Of  massy  11*00  or  solid  rock  with  ease 
Unfastens  :  on  a  sudden  open  fly 
With  impetuous  recoil  and  jarring  sound        880 
Th'  ih&mal  doon,  and  on  their  hinges  grate 
Harsh  thunder,  that  the  lowest  bottom  shook 
Of  Erebus.     She  open'd,  but  to  shut 
ExcelPd  her  pow'r ;  the  gates  wide  open  stood, 
That  with  extended  wing^  a  banner'd  host      881 
Under  spread  ensigns  marching  might  pass  throng 
With  horsie  and  chariou  rank'd  in  loose  amy; ' 
So  wide  they  stood,  and  like  a  fiirnacc*  mouth    ' 
Cast  forth  redounding  smoke  and  ruddy  flame. 
Before  their  eyes  in  sudden  view  appear  890 

The  secrets  of  the  hoary  deep,  a  dark 
Illimitable  ocean,  without  bound. 
Without  diihension,  where  length,  breadth,  td 

highth, 
And  time,  and  place,  are  lost ;  where  eldest  Nig^ 
And  Chaos,  ancestors  of  Nature,  hold  89J 

Eternal  anarchy,  amidst  the  noise 
Of  endless  wars,  and  by  confusion  stand. 
For  hot,   cold,   moist,  and  dry,  four  champion 

fierce, 
Strive  here  for  mast'ry,  and  to  battel  bring 
Their  cmbryon  atoms;  they  around  the  flag    90( 
Of  each  his  faction,  in  several  clans, 
I^ight-ann'd  or  heavy,  sharp,  smooiVi,  sMilft  or  slow 
Swarm  populous,  unnumbered  »&  vVvt  ^-mv^ 
Oi  BdTca  OT  Cyrcne's  lotr'id  &o\\, 
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)sicie  with  warring  winds*  and  poiie  905 
htcr  wtt)gi«    To  whom  tbeie  moil;  adhere* 
a  mmnent  ^  Chaot  unipire  litty 
lecitton  more  embroili  the  firay 
1  he  rcignt :  next  him  high  aihiter 
;ovenu  all.     Into  thia  wild  abyn      AlO 
ih  of  Nature  and  perbapt  her  grave, 
sr  aea,  nor  thore,  nor  air,  nor  fire, 
leie  in  their  pregnant  causes  mix'd 
ty,  and  which  thus  must  ever  fightf 
i'  almighty  Maker  them  ordain  915 

materials  to  creafte  ^aore- worlds : 
wild  abyss  the  wary  Fiend 
the  brink  of  Hell  and  look'd  a  while» 
r  his  voyage ;  for  no  narrow  frith 
>  cross.     Nor  was  his  ear  less  pealM  930 
ises  loud  and  ruinous  (to  compare 
ngs  with  small)  than  when  Bellona  storms, 
her  battering  engkies  bent  to  rase 
•ital  city* ;  or  less  than  if  this  frame 
'n  were  filing,  aiid  these  elementt     925 
f  had  from  her  axle  torn 
Fast  £arth.     At  last  his  sail-broad  vans 
is  for  flight,  and  in  the  surging  smoke 
spurns  the  ground ;  thence  many  a  league, 
lottdy  chair,  ascending  rides  930 

s  i  but  that  scat  soon  failing,  meets 
cuity :  all  unawares 
r  his  pennons  vain  plumb  down  Vie  d\o^ 
Aod  fkthom  deep,  au4  to  tbi«  \iout 
p  3 
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Down  had  been  falling,  had  not  by  ill  chance  9 
The  stTnna'  ri:buS'of  lOinc  tumuli uous  cluud, 
Insiinci  vuh  iiie  and  niin;,  hurried  him 
A3  many  milci  ilofi  :  that  fury  slay'd, 
Quench'd  in  a  boggy  lyrtii,  Deither  lea, 
Nor  good  dry  land:  nigb  founder 'd  on  he  fares,  9 
Ticadinglhe  cciidc  consistence,  half  on  foi>t. 
Half  tly'ing ;  behoves  him  now  both  oar  and  lai 
As  wliEn  a  gtyphon  through  the  wildcrni^ss 
With  winged  course,  o'er  hill  or  moory  dak. 
Pursues  the  Arimaspian,  who  by  stealth  £ 

Had  frotn  his  wakeful  cusiudy  purloin'd 
The  guarded  gold :  u>  eagerly  the  Fiend 
O'er  bug,  or  steep,  through  strait,  rough,  dt^nsc 

With  head,  hands,  win^s,  or  feet,  pursuct  his  w 
And  swims,  or  sinks,  or  wades,  ot  creeps,  or  fli 
At  length  a  universal  hubbub  wild  i 

Of  stunning  sounds  and  voices  all  confus'd. 
Dome  through  the  hollow  dark,  assaults  his  eai 
With  loudest  N-ehe me ncc  ;  thither  he  plies. 
Undaunted  to  meet  there  whatever  povrer        i 
Or  spirit  of  the  iKlbermasl  abyts 
Might  in  that  muse  reside,  of  whom  to  ask 
Which  way  the  nearest  coast  of  daiknesi  tie* 
Bord'ring  on  light ;  when  strait  behold  the  tb 
Of  Chaoi,  and  hit  dark  pavilion  spread  ! 

Wide  on  the  wasteful  deep ;  with  him  enthitx 
Safsable-venei  Nighi,  t\dcn  o4  v\iro^, 
7  he  consort  of  his  ici^n-.  a,ii4\>i  ftitTOWaiA 
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A.det»  and  the  dreaded  name 
aigon;  Rumor  next  and  Chance,    %S^ 
It  and  Copfasion  all  embroil'dy 
[d  with  a  tbonsand  ▼arioua  nioiithi. 
>atan  turning  boldly,  thus.   Ye  Powen  I 
\  of  this  nethermost  abyss  I  ' 
ancient  Night  1  I  come  no  spy,      970 
ose  to  explore  or  to  disturb 

of  your  realm,  but  by  coottiaint 
this  darksome  desert,  as  my  way 
;h  your  spacious  empire  up  to  light, 

without  guide,  half  lost,  I  seek     975 
est  path  leads  where  your  gloomy  bounds 
Lh  Heav'n ;  or  if  some  other  place, 
dominion  Won,  th'  ethereal  King 
tely,  thither  to  arrive 
i  profound ;  direct  my  course ;      980 
>  mean  recompense  it  brings 
hoof,  if  I  that  region  4ost, 
ion  thence  expell'd,  reduce 
^inal  darkness  and  your  sway, 
ny  present  journey)  and  once  more  98^ 
tandard  there  of  ancient  Night ; 
i'  advantage  all,  mine  the  revenge, 
tan  i  and  him  thus  the  Anarch  old, 
ng  speech  and  visage  incompos'd, 

I  know  thee,  stranger !  who  thou  art, 
:y  leading  angel,  who  of  late  991 

agsuast  HeavVs  King)  iVioi^^  v«ci- 
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Fle4iMK  in  tUoMe  dwMgh  ihc  fiig|bliA  Itep  i 
With  ruin  upon,  kuin,  nmn  amMMt  ■*  9M 

ConfuBion  wofw  coifimdMl)  mtHean^-fftm'^ 
Four*d  out  by  niUioni  bcr  ikiofiout  Ittids 
Pursuing.  I  upon  my  froptisls  hcie 
Keep  residence ;  i£  all  I  cmk  ifill 
That  little  vrhich  UUhuito 
Encroached  on  still  thraugfa  ytitr  ialtatiae 
Weaknin^  the  sccpcre  oJF  old  Nigk :  §m  HUL' 
Your  dungeon  stretching  hr  and  wide  hcfMlii 
Now  lately  Heav'n  and  Earth,  anocher  worldf 
Hung  o'er  my  realm,  linkM  in  a  golden  chain  l%09 
To  that  side  Heav'n  from  whence  your  legioat  fcttll 
If  that  way  he  your  walk,  you  have  not  &t|  1 
So  much  the  hearer  dai^er;  go  and  speed;  ^ 
Havoc  and  spoil  and  ruin  are  my  gain*  t 

He  ceas*d ;  and  Satan  stayed  not  to  feply,  lU^l 
But  glad  that  now  his  sea  should  find  a  shoiei  ^^ 
With  fresh  alacrity  and  force  renew'd  ,    i 

Springs  upward  like  a  pyramid  of  fire  '' 

Into  the  wild  expanse,  and  through  the  shock  ^ 
Of  fighting  elements,  on  all  sides  rowid  lOlti 
Environ'd  wins  his  way ;  hasder  heset  '^ 

And  more  indanger*d,  than  when  Argo  passed 
Through  Bosporus  betwixt  the  jostling  lOcks  i      i 
Or  when  Ulysses  on  the  larbord  shunned  '< 

Charybdis,  and  by  the  other  whirlpool  steered* 
So  he  with  difficulty'  and  labor  bard  1021 
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v*d  on,  with  difficulty*  and  labor  he ; 

he  once  past,  soon  after  when  Man  fiell, 
nge  alteration  1  Sin  and  Death  amain 
lowing  his  track,  such  was  the  will  of  Heav'n, 
^d  after  him  a  brood  and  beaten  way        1026 
XT  the  dark  abyss,  whose  boiling  gulf 
mcly  endur'd  a  bridge  of  wondrous  length 
ND  Hell  continu^  reaching  th'  outmost  orb 
-  this  frail  world ;  hy  which  the  spt'rits  perverse 
1th  easy  intercourse  pass  to  and  fro  1031 

» tempt  or  punish  mortals,  except  whom 
)d  and  good  angels  guard  by  special  grace. 
Bat  now  at  last  the  sacred  influence 
F  light  appears,  and  from  the  walls  of  Heav*n 
oots  far  into  the  bosom  of  dim  Night        1036 
glimmering  dawn ;  here  Nature  first  begins 
:r  farthest  verge,  and  Chaos  to  retire 
i  firom  her  outmost  works  a  broken  foe, 
^ith  tumult  less  apd  with  less  hostile  din,  1040 
lat  Satan  with  less  toil,  and  now  with  ease 
^afts  on  the  calmer  wave  by  dubious  light, 
id  like  a  weather-beaten  vessel  holds 
adly  the  port,  though  shrouds  and  tackle  torn ; 
r  in  the  emptier  waste,  resembling  air,       1045 
'^eighs  his  spread  wings,  at  leisure  to  behold 
r  off  th'  empyreal  Heav'n,  extended  wide 

circuit,  undetermin'd  square  or  round, 
^ith  opal  tow'rs  and  battlements  adom'd 
^ hvwg  sstpbir,  oace  bit  native  seat;  \^^^ 
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And  fast  by  hanging  in  t  golden  cba 
Thit  pendent  wofldi  in  bigDcM  tt  a  i 
Of  imilteit  mgninide  cIon  bj>  tlia  : 
Tbltber  liill  Imight  «ith  miiebieMM 
Aocun'd,  ind  ia  ■  coned  hour  kt  It 


Tif  End  if  tAe  Stc§»d  & 
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BOOK  m*. 
(It(e  fCciitimcnt* 

Cod  siuingon  hU  throne  seeifSaUn  flying  towards  this  world,  then 
newly  created «  shows  him  to  the  zson  who  sat  at  his  right  hand  ; 
foretells  the  success  of  Satan  in  perverting  Mankind ;  clears 
his  own  justice  and  wisdcun  from  all  HnputatioD^  having  creat- 
ed Man  free  and  able  enough  to  have  withstood  his  Tempter  i 
yet  dectatres  his  pofpose  of  grace  towards  liim,  rn  regard  ha 
fell  not  of  his  own  malice,  as  did  Satan,  but  by  him  seduced. 
The  Son  of  God  renders  praises  to  his  Father  for  the  manifesta- 
tion of  hU  gracious  purpose  towards  Man ;  but  God  again, 
dedar^  that  grace  cannot  be  extended  towards  Man  wiiiiuut 
the  satisfaction  of  -divine  justice ;  Man  hath  offended  the 

'  majesty  of  God  by  aspikring  to  Godhead,  and  therefore  with 
all  his  progeny  devoted  to  death  must  die,  unless  some  one 
can  be  fourid  sufikient  to  answer  for  his  offence,  and  undergo 
his  punishment  The  Son  of  God  freely  offers  himself  a  ran- 
somc  for  Man :  the  Father  accepts  him,  ordains  his  incarna- 
tion, pronounces  his  exaltation  abuve  all  names  in  heaven 
and  earth ;  commands  all  the  angels  to  adore  him ;  they  uoey, 
and  hymning  to  their  harps  in  fall  quire,  celebrate  the  Father 
and  the  Son.  Mean  while  Satan  alights  upon  the  uare  convex 
of  this  world's  outermost  orb ;  where  wandering  he  first  finds 
a  place,  since  called  the  Limbo  of  Vanity ;  what  {lersons  and 
things  fly  up  thither  j  tlience  comes  to  the  gate  of  Heaven, 
described  ascending  by  stairs,  and  the  waters  above  the  firma- 
ment that  flow  about  it  >  his.  paassge  thence  to  the  orb  of  the 
sun  i  he  finds  tliere  Uriel  the  regent  of  that  orb,  but  first 
chane;es  himself  into  the  shape  of  a  meaner  an^el ;  and  pre- 
tending a  zei^lous  desire  to  behold  the  new  creation,  and  Man 
wlN)m  God  had  placed  here,  inquires  of  him  the  place  of  his 
habitation,  and  is  directed ;  aligbtji  first  on  Mount  Niphatcs. 

Hail!  holy  Light !  offspring  of  Heav'n  first-born, 

Or  of  th'  Eternal  coeternal  beam 

May  I  express  thee'  unblam'd  ?  since  God  is  light, 

And  never  but  in  unapproached  UgVit 

Vu'ch  from  eternity 9  dwell  ihcii  '\u  i\vtc^  ^ 
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Bright  effluence  of  bright  essence  incrcatc. 
Or  hear'il  ihou  ralher  pure  ethereal  stream, 
Whose  fountain  who  shall  tell  ^  bi^fore  ihc  sun. 
Before  the  heav'm  thou  wen,  and  at  the  voice 
Of  God,  a»  with  a  niaotle  didit  invest  Id 

The  riling  vorld  of  waicrs  dark  and  deep. 
Won  from  the  void  and  formless  infinite. 
Thee  I  revisit  now  with  bolder  wing, 
'    Escap'd  ibc  Slyglan  pool,  tbuuvb  long  delain'd 
In  thai  obscure  sojourn,  while  in  mj'  flight        IJ 
Thioughulteraiid  through  middle  darkness  bonw 
-With  oiher  notes  than  to  tb*  Orphean  lytc 
1  sung  of  Chaos  and  eiemal  Nigbi, 
Taught  by  the  heav'nlj'  Muse  to  venture  down 
The  dark  descent,  and  up  to  re-ascend,  2f> 

Though  hard  and  rare :   ihce  I  revisit  safe, 
Aud  feel  thy  sovran  vital  lamp :  but  ihou 
Revisii'st  not  thoc  eyes,  that  roll  io  vain 
To  find  ihy  piercing  rav,  and  find  no  dawn  i 
So  thick  3  drop  serene  hath  quench'd  their  orbs,  il 
Or  diiti  luffiuion  vcil'd.      Yet  not  the  more 
Cease  I  to  wander  where  the  Muses  haunt^ 
Clear  spring,  or  shady  grove,  or  sunny  hill, 
Smit  with  the  love  of  sacred  long  ;  bat  chief 
Tbee,  Sion,  and  the  flowery  brooks  beneath,    3" 
That  wash  thy  baltow'd  feet,  siid  warbling  How, 
Nightly  I  visit :  nor  someiimes  forget 
Those  other  two  cqaali'd  with  tne  In  fate, 
.*cJ  Hiere  f  eqtiall'd  with  tViem  iniuiown, 
Jllind  Thimyvii  and  bl'ini  M.«QTiiiw,  ^"i 
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:sias  and  Phineus  prophets  old  : 

d  on  thoughts,  that  voluntary  move 

3US  numbers ;  as  the  wakeful  bird 

kling,  and  in  shadiest  covert  hid 

r  nocturnal  note.    Thus  with  the  year  40 

etum,  but  not  to  me  tetumt 

:he  sweet  approach  of  ev*n  or  mom, 

of  vernal  bloom,  or  summer's  rose» 

{,  or  herds,  or  human  face  divine; 

d  instead,  and  ever-during  dark  4  5 

4  me,  from  the  cheerful  ways  of  men 

and  for  the  bc>ok  of  Knowledge  bit 

I  with  a  universal  blank 

re's  works  to  me  expung'd  and  ras'd, 

iom  at  one  entrance  quite  shut  out.      50 

the  rather  thou,  celestial  Light, 
vard,  and  the  Mind  through  all  her  powers 
,  there  plant  eyes,  all  mist  from  thence 
d  disperse,  that  I  may  see  and  tell 
;s  invisible  to  mortal  sight.  5.i 

had  th'  almighty  Father  from  above, 
e  pure  empyrean  where  he  sits 
"on'd  above  all  highth,  bent  down  his  eye, 

works  and  their  works  at  once  to  view : 
im  all  the  sanctities  of  Heav'n  60 

ick  as  stars,  and  from  his  sight  received 
:  past  utt'rance  ;  on  his  right 
ant  image  of  his  glory  sat, 
•  Son;  on  earth  he  first  be\\c\A 
£rft  Parents,  yet  the  only  tv*Q  ^^ 
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Of  ntfiktddy  ki  the  hiKfpf  gntaffbe'dk 
Reaping  faamoital  iiniiu-of  jof  wad  laic» 
Unintcnrnpted  joy,  nnrivall'd  love 
In  blissful  folitode;  lie  thoi  mrey'd 
Hell  tnd  the  golf  betwees,  «id  8mm  that' 
Coasting  the  wall  of  Heiv'n  oo  tUa  aide  Nf|) 
In  the  don  air  luMime,  and^ieady  new 
To  stoop  with  weaiicd  wingi  and  williiig  feet 
On  the  bare  outaide  of  thu  world,  tiiat  aeei^ 
Firm  land  iobosoni'd,  without  fiimemcnt. 
Uncertain  which,  in  ocean  or  in  air. 
Him  God  beholding  from  his  prospect  high, 
Wherein  past,  present,  future,  he  beholds, 
'i^hus  to  his  only  .Son  foreseeing  spake. 

Only  begotten  Son !  seest  thou  what  rage 
I'ransports  our  adversary  ?  whom  no  boondf 
Prescribed,  no  bars  of  Hell,  nor  all  the  chaiM 
HcapM  6n  him  there,  nor  yet  the  main  abyss' 
Wide  interrupt  can  hold ;  iK>  bent-he  leemi 
On  desperate  revenge,  that  shall  redound 
Upon  his  own  rebellious  head.     And  hoar 
Through  all  restraint  broke  looae  he  wingihii' 
Not  far  off  Heav'n,  in  the  predncta  of  l^gltt, 
Directly  tow*ards  the  new  created  "world. 
And  man  there  placed,  with  purpose  to  assay 
If  him  by  force  he  can  destroy,  or  wone, 
By  some  false  guile  pervert ;  and  ihall  pefvn^ 
For  Man  will  hearken  to  his  glozing  lies. 
And  easily  transgress  the  sole  command. 
Sole  pledge  of  his  obedkticf.  to  >«^%iflX% 


Book  III,  PARAOIS£   LOST.  187 

He  and  his  fiitbless  progeny :  Whose  fault  ? 
Whose  but  his  own  ?  Ingi^te  1  he  bad  of  xne 
All  he  could  have  :  I  ihade  him  just  and  right, 
Safficient  to  have  stood,  though  free  to  fall. 
Such  I  created  all  th'  ethereal  powers  100 

And  spi'rits,  both  them  who  stood  and  them  who 

fkird: 
Freely  they  stood  who  stood,  and  fell  who  fell. 
Not  free,  what  proof  could  they  have  giv'n  sincere 
Of  true  allegiance,  constant  faith  or  love, 
Where  only  what  they  needs  must  do  appearM,  105 
Npt  what  they  would  ?  what  praise  could  they  re- 
What  pleasure  I  from  such  obedience  paid,  [ceive  ? 
When  will  and  reason  (reason  also*  is  choice) 
l/sclcss  and  vain,  of  freedom  both  dcspoilM, 
Made  passive  both,  had  serv'd  Necessity,         110 
N*ot  me  ?  They  therefore  as  to  right  belong'd, 
^0  were  created,  nor  can  justly*  accuse 
^heir  Maker,  or  their  making,  or  their  fate, 
Is  if  predestination  over-rul'd 
^heir  will,  dispos'd  by  absolute  decree  115 

)r  high  foreknowledge;  they  themselves  decreed 
'heir  own  revolt,  not  I;  if  I  foreknew, 
oreknowledge  had  no  influence  on  their  fault, 
^hich  had  no  less  prov'd  certain  unforeknown. 
3  without  least  impulse  or  shadow'  of  fate,     1^0 
>r  aught  by  me  immutably  foreseen, 
hey  trespass,  authors  to  themselves  in  all 
oth  what  the/ judge  and  what  they  cWist*,  lot  ^% 
hrm'd  them  frce^  and  free  they  ia\i%X.  ictxwa^ 

q2 
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Till  they  inthral  themselves;  I  else  must  change 
Their  nature,  and  revoke  the  high  decree  li 
Unchangeable,  eternal,  which  ordain'd 
Their  freedom,  they  themselves  ordain'd  thenr  fi 
The  fint  tort  by  their  own  tugge«tion  fell,  '  ' 
Self-tempted,  lelf^depravM :  Man  fells,  deceived  }i 
By  th'  other  first:  Man  therefore  shall  find  grao 
The  other  none :  in  mercy'  and  justice  botht  ' 
Through  Heav'n  and  Earth,  so  shall  my  glory* exc 
But  mercy  first  and  last  shall  brightest  shine. 

Thus  while  God  sj>3ke,  ambrosial  fragrance  fl 
All  Heav*n,  and  in  the  blessed  spi'rits  elect;  I 
Sense  of  new  joy  ineffable  diffus'd : 
Beyond  compare  the  Son  of  God  was  seen 
Most  glorious ;  in  him  all  his  Father  shone 
Substantially  expressM  ;  and  in  his  face  1 

Divine  compassion  visibly  appear'd. 
Love  without  end,  and  without  measure  grace, 
Which  utt'ring  thus  he  to  his  Father  spake. 

O  Father  1  gracious  was  that  word  which  ck 
Thy  sovran  sentence,  that  Man  should  find  grace}! 
For  which  both  Heav'n  and  £arth  shall  high  ti 
Thy  praises,  with  th'  innumerable  sound 
Of  hymns  and  sacred  songs,  wherewith  thy  thr 
Incompass*d  shall  resound  thee  ever  blest. 
For  should  Man  finally  be  lost  ?  Should  Man,  1 
Thy  creature  late  so  lov'd,  thy  youngest  son, 
Fall  circumvented  thus  by  fraud,  though  join'd 
M^jVA  bis  own  folly  \  tViat  \)e  ttom  iVite:  Cw, 
That  far  be  from  thcc  \  UaiViei^  njVo  ^n\>\^^ 
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Of  all  things  made,  and  judgcst  only  right,      lob 
Or  ihall  the  Adversary  thus  obtain 
Hii  end,  and  frustrate  thine !  shall  be  fulfil 
Hit  malice,  and  thy  goodness  bring  to  naught, 
Or  proud  return,  though  to  his  heavier  doom, 
Yet  with  revenge  accomplish'd,  and  to  Hell    1 69 
^nw  after  him  the  whole  race  of  Mankind, 
Bf  him  corrupted !  or  wilt  thou  thyself 
Abolish  thy  creation,  and  unmake 
For  him,  what  for  thy  glory  thou  hast  made ! 
**-Sp  should  thy  goodness  and  thy  greatness  botb 
Be  question'd  and  blasphem'd  without  defence. 

To  whom  the  great  Creator  thus  replyM : 
0  Son  1  in  whom  my  soul  hath  chief  delight, 
Son  of  my  bosom,  Son  who  art  alone 
My  word,  my  wisdom,  and  effectual  might,     170 
All  hast  thou  spoken  as  my  thoughts  are,  all 
As  my  eternal  purpose  hath  decreed : 
Nfan  shall  not  quite  be  lost,  but  savM  who  will, 
Vet  not  of  will  in  him,  but  grace  in  me 
Freely  vouchsaf'd;  once  more  I  will  renew    173 
flis  lapsed  powers,  though  forfeit  and  inthraird 
)y  sin  to  foul  exorbitant  desires; 
Jpheld  by  me,  yet  once  more  he  shall  stand 
3n  even  ground  against  his  mortal  foe, 
ly  me  upheld,  that  he  may  know  how  frail     1  SO 
iis  fall'n  condition  is,  and  to  me  owe 
Ml  his  deliverance,  and  to  none  but  me* 
>ome  I  have  chosen  of  peculiar  grace 
ZJect  above  (he  rest;  so  i J  my  ViW  • 

q3 
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The  rest  shall  hear  me  call,  and  oft  be  waruM  18. 

'I  heir  sinful  state,  and  to  appease  betimes 

Th^  incensed  Deity,  while  offerM  grace 

Invites ;  for  I  will  clear  their  senses  dark, 

What  may  suffice,  and  soften  stony  hearts     ' 

To  pray,  repent,  and  bring  obedience  due*  .-  H^ 

To  prayV,  repentance,  and  obedience  due, 

Though  but  endeavorM  with  sincere  inrent. 

Mine  car  shall  not  be  slow,  mine  eye  not  shut 

And  I  will  place  within  them  as  a  guide 

My  timpire  Conscience,  whom  if  they  will  beVi  19i 

Light  after  light  well  usM  they  shall  atutn. 

And  to  the  end  persisting,  safe  arrive. 

This  my  long  suff 'ranee  and  my  day  of  grace 

They  who  neglect  and  scorn  shall  never  taste , 

But  hard  be  harden'd,  blind  be  blinded  more,  W 

That  they  may  stumble  on,  and  deeper  fall ; 

And  none  but  such  from  mercy  I  exclude. 

But  yet  all  is  not  done ;  Man  disobeying, 

Disloyal  breaks  his  fealty,  and  sins 

Against  the  high  supremacy  of  Heav'n,  20 

Affecting  Godhead,  and  so  losing  all. 

To  expiate  his  treason  hath  naught  left. 

But  to  destruction  sacred  and  devote, 

He  with  his  whole  posterity  must  die, 

Di^  he  or  Justice  must;  uflless  for  him  21 

Some  other  able,  and  as  vrilling,  pay 

The  rigid  satis^urtion,  death  for  death. 

Say  heav'nJy  Pow'rs !  where  shall  we  find  such  lo^ 

Which  of  ye  will  b(  moTiaA  u>  xt^ttm 
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liflan's  mortal  crime,  aDd  just  th'  unjust  to  save  ?  2 1 5 
Buells  in  all  Heaven  chanty  so  dear  ? 

He  a&k'd,  but  all  the  heav'nly  quire  stood  mute. 
And  silence  was  in  Heav'n :  on  Man's  behalf 
Patron  or  intercessor  none  appeared. 
Much  less  that  durst  upon  his  own  head  draw  220 
The  deadly  forfeiture,  and  ransom  set. 
And  now  without  redemption  all  mankind 
Must  have  been  lost,  adjudg'd  to  Death  and  Hell 
By  doom  severe,  had,  not  the  Son  of  God, 
In  whom  the  fulness  dwells  of  love  divine,     223 
His  dearest  mediation  thus  renewM : 

Father!  thy  word  is  past,  Man  shall  find  grace ; 
And  shall  Grace  not  find  means,  that  finds  her  way, 
1  he  speediest  of  thy  winged  messengers, 
To  visit  all  thy  creatures,  and  to  all  230 

Comes  unprevented,  unimplor*d,  unsought? 
Happy  for  Man,  so  coming ;  he  her  aid 
Can  never  seek,  once  dead  in  sins  and  lost ; 
Atonement  for  himself  or  offering  meet, 
Indebted  and  undone,  hath  none  to  bring:       235 
Behold  me  then ;  me  for  him,  life  for  life 
I  offer ;  on  me  let  thine  anger  fall ; 
Account  me  Man ;  I  for  his  sake  will  leave 
Thy  bosom,  and  this  glory  next  to  thee 
Freely  put  oflf,  and  for  him  lastly  die  240 

Well  pleasM ;  on  me  let  Death  wreck  all  his  rage  ; 
Under  his  gloomy  power  I  shall  not  long 
Lie  vanquished  ;  thou  hast  giv*n  me  to  possess 
Life  in  myself  for  ev'cr;  by  thct  1  Xvit^^ 
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Tliough  now  to  Death  I  yield,  and  am  his  due  245 
All  that  of  me  can  die;  yet  that  debt  paid, 
Thou  wilt  nolt  leave  me  in  the  loathsome  gme 
His  prey,  nor  suffer  my  unspotted  soul 
For  ever  with  Corruption  there  to  dwell ; 
But  I  shall  rise  victorious*  and  subdue  fM 

My  vanquisher,  spoil'd  of  his  vaunted  spcii!; 
Death  his  death's  wound  shall  then  receive,  and  stoop 
Inglorious,  of  his  mortal  sting  disarm'd. 
I  through  the  ample  air  in  triumph  high 
Shall  lead  Hell  captive  maugre  Hell,  and  show  951. 
,  The  pow'rs  of  darkness  bound.    Thou  at  the  ngbt 
Pleas'd,  out  of  Heav*n  shalt  look  down  and  sniki 
While  by  thee  rais'd  I  ruin  all  my  (bes, 
Death  last,  and  with  his  carcass  glut  the  grave : 
Then  with  the  multitude  of  my  redeem'd        260 
Shall  enter  Heav'n  long  absent,  and  return, 
Father  I  to  see  thy  face,  wherein  no  cloud 
Of  anger  shall  remain,  but  peace  assured 
And  reconcilement;  wrath  shall  be  no  more 
Thenceforth,  but  in  thy  presence  joy  entire.     265 

His  words  here  ended,  but  his  meek  aspect 
Silent  yet  spake,  and  breath'd  immortal  love 
To  mortal  men,  above  which  only  shone 
Filial  obedience :  as  a  sacrifice 
Glad  to  be  offer*d,  he  attends  the  will  2"0 

Of  his  great  Father.    Admiration  seiz*d 
All  Hcav'n  what  this  might  mean,  and  whether  tend 
Wond*ring,  but  soon  th*  Almighty  thus  reply'd : 
O  thou  ID  Hcav*n  and  EwiYi  x^xt  ot\^  ^^^ 
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id  out  for  Mankind  under  wrath,  O  thou  275 
iole  complacence  i  well  thou  know'tt  how  dear 
ne  are  all  my  works,  nor  Man  the  least, 
agh  last  created ;  that  for  him  I  spare 
:  from  my  bosom  and  right  hand,  to  save, 
osing  thee  a  while,  the  whole  race  lost.     1^80 
u  therefore,  whom  thou  only  canst  redeem^ 
ir  nature  also  to  thy  nature  join  ; 
be  thyself  Man  among  men  on  earth, 
e  fiesh,  when  time  shall  be,  of  Virgin  seed, 
trondrous  birth:  be  thou  in  Adam's  room  SS2 
head  of  all  Mankind,  though  Adam*s  son. 
n  him  perish  all  men,  so  in  thee, 
rom  a  second  root,  shall  be  restored 
Tiany*  as  arc  restorM,  without  thcc  none, 
crime  makes  guilty  all  his  sons ;  fhy  rae'rit  290 
uted  shall  absolve  them  who  renounce 
ir  own  both  righteous  and  unrighteous  deeds, 

I  live  in  thee  transplanted,  and  from  thee 
eive  new  life.     So  Man,  as  is  most  just, 

II  satisfy  for  Man,  be  judg'd  and  die,  295 
1  dying  rise,  and  rising  with  him  raise 
brethren,  ransom'd  with  his  own  dear  life. 
leav'nly  love  shall  outdo  hellish  h^te, 

ing  to  death,  and  dying  to  redeem, 

iearly  to  redeem  what  hellish  hate  800 

'asily  dcstroy'd,  and  still  destroys 

hose  who,  when  they  may,  accept  not  grace. 

r  shah  thoi},  by  descending  to  a&sumt 

's  nature,  lessen  or  degrade  th'\uc  ovin* 
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Then  crownM  again,  their  golden  harps  they  tool: 
Harps  ever  tun*d,  that  glittering  by  their  side  36' 
Like  quivers  hung,  and  with  preamble  sweet 
Of  channing  symphony  they  tntioduoe  ■ 
Their  sacred  song,  and  waken  npturet  hi^  ;■  ■ 
No  voice  exempt,  no  voice  but  well  couU  joit  SI 
Melodipus  part,  such  concord  is  in  Heav'n. 

Thee,  Father  t  first  they  sung  Omnipotenii 
Immutable,  Immortal,  Infiiiite, 
Eternal  King ;  thee  Author  of  all  beings 
Fountain  of  light,  thyself  invisible  tf 

Amidst  the  glorious  brightness  where  thou  siAl 
ThronM  inaccessible,  but  when  thou  shad'st  "•■  - 
The  full  blaze  of  thy  beams,  and  throu^  a  ddt 
Drawn  round  about  thee  like  a  radiant  shrine, 
Dark  with  excessive  bright  thy  skirts  appear,  M 
Yet  dazzle  Heav'n,  that  brightest  seraphim 
Approach  not,  but  with  both  wings  veil  their  Vft 
Thee  next  they  sang  of  all  creation  first. 
Begotten  Son,. Divine  Similitude, 
In  whose  conspicuous  countenance,  without  cks 
Made  visible,  th*  almighty  Father  shines,        81 
Whom  else  no  creature  can  behold;  on  thee 
Impressed  th'  effulgence  of  his  glory'  abides, 
Transfus'd  on  thee  his  ample  Spirit  rests. 
He  Heav'n  of  Heav'ns  and  all  the  pow'rs  thetti 
By  thee  created,  and  by  thee  threw  down       8 
Th'  aspiring  Dominations :  thou  that  day 
Thy  Father's  dreadful  thunder  didst  not  spare. 
Nor  stop  thy  flamiag  chmot  >«\i^t\»^  ^^as.  ^dw 


i 
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HeavVs  everlasting  frame,  while  o'er  the  necks  395 
Thou  drov*st  of  warring  angels  disarray M. 
Back  from  pursuit  thy  powers  with  loud  acclaim 
Thee  only*  ektoll'd,  Son  of  thy  Father's  might, 
To  execute  fierce  vengeance  on  his  foes,  399 

Not  so  on  Man :  him  through  their  inalice  fall'n, 
Father  of  mercy'  and  grace  I  thou  didst  not  doom 
^  strictly,  but  much  more  to  pity'  incline : 
No  sooner  did  thy  dear  and  only  Son 
u      Perceive  thee  purpos'd  not  to  doom  frail  Man 
j     ^strictly,  but  much  more  to  pity  inclin'd,    40^ 
Be  to  appease  thy  wrath,  and  end  the  strife 
Of  Mercy'  and  Justice  in  thy  face  discern'd, 
Kegardless  of  the  bliss  wherein  he  sat 
Second  to  thee,  offer'd  himself  to  die 
for  Man's  offence.     O  unexampled  love,       41^ 
X^ve  no  where  to  be  found  less  than  divine  ! 
Hail,  Son  of  God!  Saviour  of  Men!  thy  name 
Shall  be  the  copious  matter  of  my  Song 
Henceforth,  and  never  shall  my  Harp  thy  praise 
Forget,  nor  from  thy  Father's  praise  disjoin.    415 

Thus  they  in  Heav'n,  above  the  starry  sphere, 
Their  happy  hours  in  joy  and  hymning  spent. 
Meanwhile  upon  the  firm  opacous  globe 
Of  this  round  world,  whose  first  convex  divides 
The  luminous  inferior  orbs  inclos'd  429 

From  Chaos  and  th'  inroad  of  Darkness  old, 
Satan  alighted  walks :  a  globe  far  off 
It  seem'd,  now  seems  a  boundless  coTvVvxvt"^\. 
ZbrA,  waste,  2nd  wild,  under  the  iioviSi  ol  ^\^^ 
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Starless  exposM,  and  ever-threatning  storms 
Of  Chaos  blust'ring  roand,  inclemeBt  sk^i 
Save  OD  that  side  which  from  the  wall  of  "Hb| 
Though  distant  &r«  some  small  reflectida  ffu 
Of  glimmering  air,  lest  irexM  with  tempcar  loi 
Here  walk'd  the  Fiend  at  laige  in'spacioas  field*  * 
As  when  a  vulture  on  Imaus  bred, 
Whose  snowy  ridge  the  rovidg  Tartar  boaiMh 
Dislodging  from  a  region  scarce  of  prey 
To  goi;ge  the  flesh  of  lamhs  or  yeanling  kidi 
On  hills  where Bod^  are  fed,  flies  tow'ard  tlie  sffi 
Of  Ganges  or  Hydaspes,  Indian  streams,        ^ 
But  in  his  way  lightt  on  the  barren  plaihl      ' 
Of  Sericana,  where -Chineses  drive 
With  sails  and  wind  their  cany  waggons  lights 
So  on  this  windy  sea  of  land  the  Fiend  "4 

Walk*d  up  and  down  alone  bent  on  his  prey-; 
Alone,  for  other  creature  in  this  place 
Living  or  lifeless  to  be  found  was  none  ; 
None  yet,  but  store  hereafter  from  the  earth 
Up  hither  like  aereal  vapors  flew  i 

Of  all  things  transitory'  and  vain,  when  Sin 
With  vanity  had  fiUM  the  works  of  men ; 
Both  all  things  vain,  and  all  who  in  vain  thing 
Built  their  (ond  hopes  of  glory*  or  lasting  faow 
Or  happiness  in  this  or  th'  other  life ;  ^ 

All  who  have  their  reward  on  earth,  the  firuits 
Of  painful  superstition  and  blind  zeal, 
Naught  seeking  but  the  ^tWisc  ol  tnttv^  tee  fin 
J^dt  fctriiution^  empty  as  tW\t  dttd*  \ 
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All  th'  iinaccomplish'd  works  of  Nature's  hand, 
Al)ortive,. monstrous,  or  unkindly  mixM, .       456 
Dissolv'd  on  earth,  fleet  hither,  and  in  vain, 
"^ill  final  dissolution,  wander  here. 
Not  in  thc.neighb*ring  moon,  as  some  have  drcamM ; 
^      ^liose  argent  tields  more  likely  habitants,        460 
^nmslated  saints,  or  middle  spirits  iiold 
betwixt  th'  angelical  and  human  kind. 
Hither  of  ill-join'd  sons  and  daughters  born 
^irst  from  the  ancient  world  those  giants  came 
With  many  a  vain  exploit,  though  then  renown'd : 
^iie  builders  next  of  Babel  on  the  plain  466 

Of  Senjiaar,  and  still  with  vain  design 
^cw  Babels,  had  they  wherewithal  would  build  : 
Others  came  single ;  he  who  to  be  deem*d    " 
A  god  leap'd  fondly  into  JEtna.  fiames,  470 

■Empedocles ;  and  he  who  to  enjoy 
Plato's  Elysium,  leap'd  iiito  the  sea, 
Cleombrotus  ;  and  many  more  too  long, 
Embryos  and  idiots,  eremites  and  friers 
White,  black,  and  gray,  with  all  their  trumper)'. 
Here  pilgrims  roam,  that  strayM  so  far  to  seek  476 
In  Golgotha  him  dead,  who  lives  in  Heav*n; 
And  they  who  to  be  sure  of  Paradise 
Dying  put  on  the  weeds  of  Dominic, 
Or  in  Franciscan  think  to  pass  disguisM ;  480 

They  pass  the  planets  sev*n,  and  pass  the  fix'd, 
And  that  crystalline  sphere  whose  balance  weighs 
The  trepidation  talk*d,  and  that  ftrsi  moV^-, 
And  now  S^nt  Peter  at  Hcav'iVs  v.''\cVfc\.  ^tt-XiVi 

K  2 
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To  wait  tliemwith  his  k«ys,  and  now  at  fool  48 
Of  Httv'a't  ucent  the/  lifi  dieir  tea,  wkea,  hi 
A  violetu  crou  wind  from  eiiher  c«i«t    • 
Btowi  them  tnotrtne  ten  thouuDd  lognci  naf 
Into  ibe  deriotu  tir ;  tbea  night  ye  Me 
CowU,  hoodi,  u>d  kabiii  with  ifacir  weiren  MM 
And  Suiicr'd  icto  ngi,  then  reliqnu,  bead*,    4) 
Indulgeccea,  dtipeniei,  pardom,  bulli. 
The  ipon  of  windi :  all  thue  iipwhirl'd  tloft 
Fij  o'er  the  backiide  of  the  world  ht  off 
Into  t.Litnbo  large  and  broad,  (ince  call'd       4! 
The  Paradiie  of  Fooli,  to  fevf  unknowo 
Long  after,  now  unpeopled,  and  untrod. 
All  thii  daik  globe  the  Fiend  found  u  he  pM^4 
And  long  he  wandct'd,  till  at  laiC  t  gleam 
Ordawning  light  tum'dthiiber-waTd  in faute  iO 
Hii  iiavcll'd  itcpi :  far  diiiaut  h«  detcriei 
Ascending  b^  degreci  magnificent 
Up  to  the  will  of  Heav'ti  a  itructure  bi^.: 
At  lop  wherEof,  but  far  more  rich,  appeai'd 
The  work  as  of  a  kingly  palace  gale,  IG 

With  froniiipicce  of  diamond  and  gold 
EmbcUiih'd ;  thick  with  ipaikling  orient  gem* 
The  portal  shone,  inimitable  on  earth 
hy  model,  or  by  shading  pencil  drawn. 
The  stairs  were  such  as  whereon  Jacob  saw      f  I 
Angels  ascending  and  descending,  hands 
Orgijdui^^  '"'i^'i'i  when  he  from  Esau  fled    ~ 
^;^^gyii0^t^  in  the  field  o(  Lw 
AUACim^M'Bji.akhi  under  the  o^mV-j, 
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;  CTy*d,  This  is  the  gate  of  Heav*n.   515 
lysteriously  was  meant,  nor  stood 
^s,  but  drawn  up  to  Heav'n  sometimes 
ind  underneath  a  bright  sea  llow'd 
ir  of  liquid  pearl,  whereon 
came  from  earth  sailing  arriv'd      520 
angelf ,  or  flew  o'er  the  lake 
hariot  drawn  by  fiery  steeds, 
/ere  then  let  down,  whether  to  dare 
by  easy'  ascent,  or  aggravate 
lusion  from  the  doors  of  bliss :      B2& 
ist  which  open'd  from  beneath, 
e  blissful  seat  of  Paradise, 
loMHi  to  th'  Earth,  a  passage  wide, 
af  than  that  of  after  times 
It  Sion,  and,  though  that  were  large, 
romis'd  Land  to  God  so  dear,        531 
o  visit  oft  those  happy  tribes, 
bests  his  angels  to  and  fro 
ent,  and  his  eye  with  choice  regard 
\s  the  fount  of  Jordan's  flood  535 

I,  where  the  Holy  Land 
R^'pt  and  th'  Arabian  shore ; 
opening  seem'd,  where  bounds  were 

,  such  as  bound  the  ocean  wave, 
lence,  now  on  the  lower  stair        540 
by  steps  of  gold  to  Heaven  gate,   , 
with  wonder  at  the  sudi«5t.Nit^i**  ."* : 
rorld  at  once.     As  wJ^TVa^iccyAX 
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Through  dark  and  deiert  ways  with  peril 
All  night,  at  last  by  break  of  cheerful  dawn    5tf 
Obtains  the  brow  of  some  high-climbtng  hilly 
Which  to  his  eye  discovert  unaware 
The  goodly  prospect  of  some  foreign  land 
First  seen,  or  some  renewn'd  metropolis 
With  glist*nng  spires  and  pinnacles  adom'd,  IM- 
Which  now  the  rising  sun  gilds  with  bis  beami: 
Such  wonder  scia^d,  though  after  Heaven  secOi 
The  tpi'rit  malign,  but  much  more  envy  sei^di 
At  sight  of  all  this  world  beheld  so  fair. 
Round  he  surveys  (and  well  might,  where  he  stood 
So  high  above  the  circling  canopy  bbS 

Of  Night's  extended  shade j  from  eastern  point 
Of  Libra  to  the  fleecy  star  that  bears 
Andromeda  far  off  Atlantic  seas 
Beyond  th*  horizon  ;  then  from  pole  to  pole    56f 
He  views  in  breadth,  and  without  longer  pause 
Down  right  into  the  world's  first  region  throws 
His  flight  precipitant,  and  winds  with  ease 
'I'h rough  the  pure  marble  air  his  oblique  way 
Amongst  innumerable  stars,  that  shone  Ao3 

Stars  distant,  but  nigh  hand  seem'd  other  worldi  i 
Or  other  worlds  they  seem'd,  or  happy  isles, 
Like  those  Hesperian  gardens  fam'd  of  old. 
Fortunate  fields,  and  groves,  and  flow'ry  faleif 
Thrice  happy  isles,  but  who  dwelt  happy  theft  5<« 
He  stayM  not  to  inquire  :  above  them  all 
The  golden  sun  in  splendor  likest  Heav'n 
Allur'd  his  eye:  th'iiVict  Viv^  coMx^t  \it  V«xids 
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the  calm  firmament,  (but  up  or  down, 
e,  or  eccentric,  bard  to  tell,  575 

tude,)  where  the  great  luminary 
e  vulgar  constellations  thick, 
m  his  lordly  eye  keep  distance  due, 
s  light  from  far;  they  as^hey  move 
irry  dance  in  numbers  that  compute    580 
>nths  and  years,  tow'ards  his  all-cheering 
lamp 

ift  their  various  motions,  or  are  tunt*d 
lagnetic  beam,  that  gently  warms 
verse,  and  to  each  inward  part 
ctle  penetration,  though  unseen,         585 
ivisible  virtue  ev'n  to  the  deep ; 
rously  was  set  his  station  bright, 
nds  the  Fiend,  a  spot  like  which  perhaps 
Tier  in  the  sun's  lucent  orb 
I  his  glazM  optic  tube  yet  never  saw.  590 
re  he  found  beyond  expression  bright, 
d  with  aught  on  earth,  mcul  or  stone ; 
parts  like,  but  all  alike  inforniM 
diant  light,  as  glowing  ir'on  with  fire  ; 
,  part  seem*d  gold,  part  silver  clear ;    595 
carbuncle  most  or  chrysolite, 
topaz,  to  the  twelve  that  shone 
n*s  breast-plate,  and  a  stone  besides 
I  rather  oft  than  elsewhere  seen, 
ne,  or  like  to  that  which  here  below   600 
hers  in  vain  so  long  have  sou^X.% 
though  by  their  power{u\  MX.  X.Yvc^\i\xA 
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Volatile  Hermes,  and  call  up  unbound 
In  various  shapes  old  Proteus  from  the  lea, 
Drain'd  through  a  limbec  to  hi<  native  formu  6i 
What  wonder  then  if  fields  tad  repom  hdx 
Breathe  forth  elixir  pure,  and  rtvtn  ran  ' 
Potable  gold,  when  with  one  virtnoot  tbdch 
'th*  arch-chemic  Sun,  so  far  from  us  remotei 
Produces,  with  terrestrial  humor  mix'd,  6i 

Here  in  the  dark  so  many  precious  thingf 
Of  color  glorious,  and  effect  so  rare  ? 
Here  matter  new  to  gaze  the  devil  met 
Undazzled;  far  and  wide  his  eye  commands; 
For  sight  no  obstacle  found  here,  nor  sluide»   6! 
But  all  sun-shine,  as  when  his  beams  alraoon 
Culminate  from  th'  equator,  as  they  now 
Siiot  upward  still  dirent,  whence  no  way  round 
Shadow  from  body'  opaque  can  fall ;  and  th'  ail 
No  where  so  clear,  sharpen'd  his  visual  ray    6: 
To  objects  distant  far,  whereby  he  soon 
Saw  within  ken  a  glorious  angel  stand. 
The  same  whom  John  saw  also  in  the  sun  : 
His  back  was  turn'd  ;  but  not  his  brightness  bid 
Of  beaming  sunny  rays  a  golden  tiar  6 

Circled  his  head,  nor  less  his  locks  behind 
Illustrious  on  bis  shoulders  fledge  with  wings 
Lay  waving  round ;  on  some  great  charge  emplo) 
He  seemM,  or  fix'd  in  cogitation  deep.    ■ 
Clad  was  the  spi'rit  impure,  as  now  in  hope  6! 
To  find  who  might  direct  Vi\^  vjMi^t«\^^v^\ 
To  Pandite  the  bappy  teal  oi  maxi^ 
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His  journey's  end  and  our  beginning  woe. 
But  fint  lie  quts  to  change. his  proper  shape, 
^ch  else  might  work  him  danger  or  delay :  635 
•And  now  a  itripling  cherub  he  appears, 
Not  of  the  prime,  yet  such  as  in  his  &ce 
Vouth  smil'd  celestial,  and  to  every  limb 
Suitable  grace  diffus'd,  so  well  he  feign'd : 
Under  a  coronet  his  flowing  hair  640 

In  curls  on  either  cheek  play'd ;  wings  he  wore 
Of  many  a  color'd  plume  spiinkled  with  gold. 
His  habit  fit  for  speed  succinct,  and  held 
Before  his  decent  st^ps  a  silver  wand. 
He  drew  not  nigh  unheard ;  the  angel  bright,  645 
£re  he  drew  nigh,  his  radiant  visage  tum'd, 
Admonish'd  by  his  ear,  and  strait  was  known 
Th*  arch-angel  Uriel,  one  of  the  seven 
Who  in  God's  presence,  nearest  to  his  throne, 
Stand  ready  at  command,  and  are  his  eyes        650 
That  run  throu^  all  the  Heaven's,  or  down  to 

th*.  Earth 
Bear  his  swift  errands,  over  moist  and  dry, 
O'er  sea  and  land :  him  Satan  thus  accosu. 

Uriel,  for  thou  of  those  seven  spi'rits  that  stand 
In  sight  of  God's  high  throne,  gloriously  bright, 
The  first  art  woftt  his  great  authentic  will         656 
Interpreter  through  highest  Heav'n  to  bring, 
Where  all  his  sons  thy  embassy  attend  ; 
And  here  art  likeliest  by  supreme  decree 
Like  honor  to  obtain,  and  as  his  e^&  ^^^ 

To  visit  oft  this  new  creation  round  % 
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Unspeakable  desire  to  see,  and  know 
All  these  his  wondrous  works,  but  chiefly  M 
Hit  chief  deli|^t  and  fiTor,  him  for  Yfhom 
All  these  his  storks  so  wondrous  he  4>rdain'4t 
Hath  brought  me  from  the  quires  iof  cherab) 
Alone  thus  waodring.     Brightest  senph,  tcl 
In  whick  of  all  these  shining  orbs  hath  Man 
His  fixed  seat,  or  fixed  seat  hath  iione» 
But  all  these  shining  orbs  his  chcMCe  to  dwell ; 
That  I  may  find  him,  and  with  secret  gaie 
Or, open  admiration  him  behold. 
On  whom  the*  great  Creator  hath  bestow*d 
Worlds,  and  on  whom  hath  all  these  gnces  pc 
That  both  iniiim  and  all  things,  at  it  meet| 
The  universal  Maker  we  may  praise  ; 
Who  justly  hath  dnv*n  out  his  rebel  (bet 
To  deepest  Hell,  and  to  repair  that  loss 
Created  this  new  happy  race  of  men 
To  serve  him  better :  wise  are  all  Jiis  wayt« 
So  spake  the  fal^  Dissembler  unperceivM 
For  neither  man  nor  angel  can  discern 
Hypocrisy,  the  only*  evil  that  walks 
Invisible,  except  to  God  alone, 
By  his  permissive  will,  through  Heav*!!  and  E 
And  oft  though  Wisdom  wake.  Suspicion  sle< 
At  Wisdom't  gate,  and  to  Simplicity 
Kesfgns  her  charge,  while  Goodness  thinks  m 
Where  no  ill  seems :  which  now  for  once  be, 
Uriel,  though  regent  o£  iHe  ^viw,  ^sv^  VvtVd 
The  sbdrpcsi  sighted  s^Vxii  oi  *N\  \iv  Ws;«.V' 
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n.   .     Who  to  the  fraudulent  impostor  foul 
In  bis  uprightness  answer  thus  retumM. 

Fair  angel,  thy  desire  which  tends  to  know 
The  works  of  God,  thereby  to  glorify  695 

The  great  Work-master,  leads  to  no  excess 
That  reaches  blame,  but  rather  merits  praise 
The  more  it  seems  excess,  that  led  thee  hither 
From  thy  empyreal  mansion  thus  alone. 
To  witness  with  thine  eyes  what  some  perhaps  700 
Contented  with  report  hear  only'  in  Heav'n : 
For  wonderful  indeed  are  all  his  works, 
Pleasant  to  know,  and  worthiest  to  be  all 
Had  in  remembrance  always  with  delight; 
Butwhat  created  mind  can  comprehend  705 

Their  number,  or  the  wisdom  infinite 
That  brought  them  forth,  but  hid  their  causes  deep  P 
I  saw  when  at  his  word  the  formless  mass. 
This  world's  material  mould,  came  to  a  heap : 
Confusion  heard  his  voice,  and  wild  Uproar    7 1 Q 
Stood  rulM,  stood  vast  Infinitude  confm'd ; 
Till  at  his  second  bidding  Darkness  fled. 
Light  shone,  and  order  from  disorder  sprung : 
Swift  to  their  several  quarters  hasted  then 
The  cumbrous  elements,  earth,  flood,  air,  fire ;   715 
And  this  ethereal  quintessence  of  Heav'n 
Flew  upward,  spirited  with  various  forms 
That  rolPd  orbicular,  and  turnM  to  stars 
Numberless,  as  thou  seest,  and  how  they  move ; 
Each  had  his  place  appointed,  cacV\  \i\s  Q^\3ki^t:\ 
The  rest  in  circuit  walls  this  UliivtUC.  ^'^^ 


$08  PAKADtll    LOlV. 

Look  downward  on  ihai  globe,  whc 
With   light  from    hence,    ihough 

Tbit  place  i>  Earth  Ac  km  of  Mm 
HU  day,  vrbicb  elw  m  ih'  otber  hei 
Night  vrould  invade ;  but  tbae  t 

(So  call  ilial  oppoute  ftir  ttar)  hei 
Timely*' intcrpoiet,  and  her  mcmtli! 
Still  ending,  ittll  icnewing,  tfaraogl 
With  boTTOw'd  ligbt  iHrcountem 
Hence  Gil)  and  emptia  to  enligbK 
And  io  her  pale  dominion  cbedu  I 
Tbic  tpoc  to  whicli  I  ptnm  it  Pbw 
Adam's  abode,  tboK  lofiiribado  h: 
Thy  way  thou  camt  not  mitt,  me  : 
Thus  laid,  he  tum'd;  and  Satan 
As  lo  superior  ipi'ria  is  wont  in  H 
Where  honor  due  and  reverencj!  n 
Took  leave,  and  tow'ard  ihc  coajc  ol 
Down  from  th'  ecliptic,  sped  with 
I'hrows  hi>  sleep  Sight  in  many  ar 
Nor  siay'd,  till  on  Niphaie*'  top  hi 
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r  in  pros])ect  of  Eden,  and  nifh  the  place  where  b« 
)w  attempt  the  bold  enterprise  which  he  undenook 
lainst  God  and  Man,  falls  into  many  doubts  with  him* 
i  many  passions,  fear,  envy,  and  despair :  but  at  length 
IS  himself  in  evil,  journeys  on  to  Paradise,  whose  out- 
-otpect  and  situation  is  de9cribed,overleaps  the  bounds, 
he  shape  of  a  cormorant  on  the  tree  of  Life,  as  highest 
garden,  to  look  about  him.  The  garden  described;  Sttr 
st  sight  of  Adam  and  Eve  i  his  wonder  at  their  excel- 
rm  and  happy  state,  but  with  resolution  to  work  their 
fcrhears  tlieir  discourse,  thence  gathers  that  the  tree  of 
:dge  was  forbidden  them  to  ear  of,  under  penalty  of 
and  thereon  intends  to  found  his  tempution  by  se- 
them  to  transgress :  then  leaves  them  a  while,  to  know 
of  their  state  by  some  other  means.  Mean  while  Uriel 
iing  on  a  sunbeam  warns  Gabriel^  who  had  in  charge 
le  of  Paradise,  that  some  evil  spirit  had  escaped  the 
ind  passed  at  noon  b^  his  sphere  tn  the  shajie  of  a  g«od 
iown  to  Paradise,  discovered  after  by  bis  furious  ges- 
1  t!ie  mount.  Gabriel  pVomises  to  find  him  ere  morn- 
light  coming  on,  Adam  and  Eve  discourse  of  going  to 
est:  their  bower  described;  their  evening  worship. 
1  drawing  forth  his  bands  of  night-watch  to  walk  the 
of  Paradise,  appoints  two  strong  angels  to  Adam's 
lest  the  evil  Spirit  should  be  there  duingsome  harm  to 
or  Eve  sleeping ;  there  they  find  him  at  the  ear  of  Eve, 
Dg  her  itt  a  dream,  and  bring  him,  though  unwilling,  to 
1 J  by  whom  questioned,  he  scornfully  answers,  pre- 
esiscance,  but  hindered  by  a  sign  from  Heaven,  flies  out 
idiw. 

R  that  warning  voice,  which  he  who  saw 
)Ocalyps  heard  cry  in  Heav'n  aloud^ 
irhcn  the  Dragon,  put  to  second  lOWX^ 
in'ous  down  to  be  revenged  on  men* 

'-  s 
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Woe  to  t}C  inhabitants  on  tarth  !  that  nov. 
While  time  was,  our  first  Parents  had  been  wa 
The  coining  of  their  secret  Foe,  and  'scap'd^ 
Haply  so  'scap'd  his  mortal  snare:  for  now 
Satan,  now  first  inflam'd  with  rage,  came  down 
The  tempter  ere  th'  accuser  of  Mankind, 
To  wreck  on  innocent  frail  Man  his  loss 
Of  that  first  battel,  and  his  flight  to  Hell : 
Yet  not  rejoiting  in  his  speed,  though  bold 
Far  off  and  fearless,  nor  with  cause  to  boasti 
Begins  his  dire  attempt,  which  nigh  the  birth 
Now  rolling  boils  in  his  tumultaoos  breast^ 
And  like  a  devilish  en^ne  back  recoik 
Upon  himself;  horror  and  doubt  distract 
His  troubled  thoughts,  and  from  the  bottom  it 
The  hell  within  him ;  for  within  him  hell 
He  brings,  and  round  about  him,  nor  from  hell 
One  step  no  more  than  from  himself  can  fly 
fiy  change  of  place:- now  Conscience  wakes  Det 
That  slumbered,  wakes  the  bitter  memory 
Of  what  he  was,  what  is,  and  what  must  be 
Worse  ;  of  worse    deeds  worse  sufferings  i 

ensue* 
Sometimes  tow'ards  Eden,  which  now  in  his  vii 
I^ay  pleasant,  his  griev'd  look  he  fixes  sad ; 
Sometimes  tow'ards  Hcav*n  and  the  full-blazing i 
Which  now  sat  high  in  his  meridian  tow'r : 
l^hen  much  revolving,  thus  in  sighs  began. 
O  Thou  thatwiih  suii^^'im^^orj  ttoWd-^ 
LooW$t  from  thy  so\cdotttv«Loti\T&iw^CftR.^Q^ 
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ew  world ;  at  whose  sight  all  the  stars 
r  diminish'd  heads;  to  thee  I  call,      S§ 
no  friendly  voice,  and  add  thy  name 
)  tell  thee  how  I  hate  thy  beams, 
g  to  my  remembrance  from  what  state 
w  glorious  once  above  thy  sphere ; 
:  and  worse  ambition  threw  me  down  40 
n  Heav*n  against  HcavVs  matchless  King : 
rfore !  he  descrv'd  no  such  return 
whom  he  created  what  I  was 
ight  eminence,  and  with  his  good        , 
i  none;  nor  was  his  service  hard.         45 
lid  be  less  than  to  afford  him  praise, 
jt  recompence,  and  pay  him  thanks, 
!   yet  all  his  good  prov'd  ill  in  me, 
ight  but  malice ;  lifted  up  so  high 
subjection,  and  thought  one  step  higher 
t  me  hig'hest,  and  in  a  moment  quit 
immense  of  endless  gratitude, 
some  still  paying,  still  to  owe, 
what  from  him  I  still  rectiv'd, 
rstood  not  that  a  gratefal  mind  55 

owes  not,  but  still  pays,  at  once 
ind  dischargM;  what  burden  then? 
pmvcrful  destiny  ordain*d 
inferior  angel,  I  had  stood 
Ty;  no  unboimdcd  hope  had  raisM       60 

Yet  why  not?  some  other  power 
light  have  axpjr'd,  and  me  iVvou^  rrvt^w 
'is  part;   but  other  power*  as  ^caX 
s  2 
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fell  not,  but  ttand  mwhaken,  fran  witbtii 
Or  from  withoat,  to  all  temptatioiii  vm'dL  61 
Hadst  thou  the  iame  free  will  andpow^qr  tottfo^r 
Thou  hadst:  whom  hast  thou  then  or  what  t*  ifi* 
But  Heav'n's  fre^  love  dealt  equally  to  all  ?  [crmi 
Be  then  his  love  accurs'd,  sbce  love  or  hate,  , 
I'd  me  alike,  it  deals  eternal  woe.  7t 

Nay  curs'd  be  thou :  since  against  his  thy  will 
Chose  freely  what  it  now  so  justly  ruea. 
Me  miserable !  which  way  shall  I  fly 
Infinite  wrath,  and  infinite  despair? 
Which  way  I  fly  is  Hell ;  myself  am  Mell ;     75 
And  in  the  lowest  deep  a  lower  deep 
Still  threatening  to  devour  me  opens  wide, 
To  which  the  hell  I  suffer  seems  a  heaven* 
O  thrn  at  last  relent :  is  there  no  place 
Left  for  repentance,  none  for  pardon  left  ?        80    r. 
None  left  but  by  submission ;  and  that  word 
Disdain  forbids  me,  and  my  dread  of  shame 
Among  the  spi*rits  beneath,  whom  I  seduc'd 
With  other  promises  and  other  vaunts 
Than  to  submit,  boasting  I  could  subdue  85 

Th'  Omnipotent.     Ay  me,  they  little  know 
How  dearly  I  abide  that  boast  so  vain. 
Under  what  torments  inwardly  I  groan, 
While  they  adore  me  on  the  throne  of  Hell* 
With  diadem  and  sceptre  high  advanc*d  M 

The  lower  still  I  fall,  only  supreme 
In  misery  ;  such  joy  Ambluon  finds. 
But  say  I  could  rcpeui,  axvd  cowX^  c^vsiixm. 
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ict  of  grace  my  former  state  ;  how  soon      94 

uld  highth  recal  high  thoughts,  how  soon  unsay 

at  feignM  submission  swt>re  ?  ease  would  recant 

/s  made  in  pain,  as  violent  and  void : 

never  can  true  reconcilement  grow 

ere  wounds  of  deadly  hate  have  picrc'd  so  deep : 

ich  would  b\it  lead  me  to  a  worse  relapse  100 

heavier  fall :  so  should  I  purchase  dear 
t  intermission  bought  with  double  smart, 
i  knows  myPunisher;  therefore  as  far 
n  granting  he,  as  I  from  begging  peace: 
hope  excluded  thus,  behold  in  stead       .105 
is  out-cast,  exil'd,  his  new  delight, 
kind  created,  and  for  him  this  world, 
ircwcl  Hope,  and  with  hope  farewel  Fear,        . 
wcl  Remorse  :   all  good  to  me  is  lost; 

be  thou  my  good;  by  thee  at  least  110 

ded  empire  with  HeavVs  King  I  hold, 
hee^  and  more  than  half  perhaps  will  reign; 
4an  ere  long,  a^d  this  new  world  shall  know, 
bus  while  he  spake,  each  passion  dhnm'd  his 

face 
cc  chang'd  with  pale,  ire,  envy,  and  despair  ; 
ch  marr*d  his  borrowed  visage,  and  betray'd  1 1  6 

counterfeit,  if  any  eye  beheld, 
leav'nly  minds  from  such  distempers  foul 
ever  clear.     Whereof  he  soon  aware, 

perturbation  smoothed  with  outward  calmi 
icer  of  fraud;  and  was  the  first  \*l\ 

practised  falsehood  under  seintVy  %\iov», 

$  3 
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Deep  malice  to  conceal,  coucb'd  wit 
Yci  noi  enough  had  practis'd  to  deed 
Uriel  ouce  wain'd;  whose  eye  jiuniu 
The  way  he  went,  and  on  th'  Aitymi 
Saw  him  dii£giir*d,  more  than  could 
Spitit  of  happy  loit :.  hii  geituiei  fie 
He  mark'd  and  mad  demeanor,  thea  i 
At  he  luppoi'd,  all  unohserr'd,  umei 
So  on  he  farei,  and  to  the  border  coi 
Of  Eden,  where  dclkiout  ParadiK, 
Now  nearer,  crowni  with  her  ioclotu 
A)  with  a  rural  mound,  thcchampaii 
Of  a  *icep  wildemeu,  whote  hairy  i 
With  thiciiei  overj5rown,  groieajue  a 
Aecen  deny'd;  and  overhead  up  gre 
Insuperable  highth  of  lufilcit  shade. 
Cedar,  and  pine,  and  fii,  and  branchia 
A  sylvan  scene,  and  as  the  ranks  asce 
Shade  abnv*  shade,  a  woody  theatre 
Of  sutcliest  view.  Yet  higher  than 
The  verd'rous  wait  of  Paradise  up  ip 
Which  lo  our  general  Sire  gave  pros 
Into  hi:  nether  empire  neighboring  r 
And  higher  than  that  wall  a  circling 
Of  goodliest  trees  loadrn  with  fairest 
Blouom*  and  fruits  at  once  of  golden 
Appear' d,  with  gay  cnamell'd  colors 
On  which  the  sun  more  glad  impress 
Than  in  fair  evcmag  c\oi^  o\  bamvd 
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>d  hath  show*r'd  the  earth;  so  lovely 
ikip :  and  of  pure  now  purer  air  [seem'd 
approach,  and  to  the  heart  inspires 
ight  and  joy,  able  to  drive  155 

s  but  despair :  now  gentle  gales 
:cir  odoriferous  wings  dispense 
rfumes,  and  whisper  whence  they  stole 
my  spails.    As  when  to  them  who  sail 
e  Cape  of  Hope,  and  now  are  past      160 
,  off  at  sea  north-east  winds  blow 
>rs  from  the  spicy  shore 

the  Blest ;  wixh  such  delay 

s*d  they  slack  their  course,  and  many  a 

ague  164 

ith  the  grateful  smell  old  Ocean  smiles : 

n*d  those  odorous  sweets  the  Fiend 

e  their  bane,  though  with  them  better 

lodcus  with  the  fishy  fume  [pleased 

e  him,  though  enamor'd,  from  the  spouse 

s  son,  and  with  a  vengeance  sent       171^ 

lia  post  to  Egypt,  there  fast  bound. 

>  th*  ascent  of  that  steep  savage  hill 

journey'd  on,  pensive  and  slow  ; 

'.r  way  found  none,  so  thick  intwin'd, 

intinued  brake,  the  undergrowtl)        175 

and  tangling  bushes  had  perplexed 
:>f  man  or  bea^t  that  passM  that  way : 
there  only  was,  and  that  look'd  east 
ber  side  ?  which  when  the  AtcW-^^Xoiv^vm  ^ 
tec  be  dkdam*d,  and  iw  couic^^v^    V^^ 
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At  one  ilight  bound  high  oyerltap'd  all  bomj  j     , 
Of  hili  or  highcM  wall,  and  sheer  within  ?   F 

LIghis  on  faic  fret.  As  when  a  pfowling  ito85"I 
Whom  hunger  drivei  (o  seek  new  haunts  ferpitf, 
Watching  where ihephctdipen  their  flocki at  n 
111  huidled  com  amid  ihe  field  secure,  i 

Leapt  o'er  ihe  fence  with  ease  mto  the  (old; 
Or  as  s  thief  Bern  to  unhoaid  (he  cash 
Ofsc 
Cross-bii 

In  ai  the  window  climbt,  or  o'er  ihe  lilei : 
So  cloinb  this  first  grand  Thief  into  God's  feldj 
£io  since  into  his  church  l«wd  hiiellngi  climb. 
Thence  up  he  flew,  and  on  the  tree  of  Life, 
The  middle  tree  and  highejt  there  that  grew,     191 
Sat  like  a  cormorant;  yet  not  true  life 
Thereby  le^in'd,  hut  sat  devising  death  | 

To  them  who  liv'dj  nor  on  the  virtue  thought        ' 
OF  (hat  life-giving  plant,  but  only  us'd 
for  prospect,  what  well  us'd  had  been  the  jMgt 
Of  immortality.     So  little  knowi  201 

Any  but  God  alone,  to  value  tight 
The  good  before  him,  hut  perrertj  best  thitigs 
To  worse  abuse,  or  to  their  meanest  uie. 
Bcneaih  him  with  new  wonder  now  he  view*     !fOI 
To  all  delight  of  human'seiue  expos'd 
In  narrow  room  Nature's  whole  wealth,  yu  moK, 
A  heav'n  on  earth :  for  blissful  Paradise 
Of  God  the  garden  was,  \)^\«m\n>.V  tvt 
Of  Edea  plaiiKi;  Edetk  5UwcV4\iM\TOt    %\^ 
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^rom  Auran  eastward  to  the  royal  towers 

3f  great  Seleucia,'  built  by  Grecian  kings, 

Dr  where  the  sons  of  Eden  long  before 

(Hrelt  in  Telassar :  in  this  pleasant  soil 

flit  far  more  pleasant  garden  God  ordainM ;        "2\'t 

[)ut  of  the  fertile  ground  he  causM  to  grow 

Ml  trees  of  noblest  kind  for  si^ht,  smell,  taste  ; 

^od  all  amid  them  &tood  the  tree  of  Liic, 

High  eminent,  blooming  ambrciial  fruit 

Of  vegetable  gold;  and  next  to  Life,  220 

Our  death  the  tree  of  Knowledge  grew  fast  by, 

iCnowledge  of  good  bought  dear  by  knowing  ill. 

^thward  through  Eden  went  a  river  large, 

^Jor  chang'd  his  course,  but  through  the  shn^jry  hill 

Pass'd  underneath  ingulf'd ;  fur  God  hp.d  th.ov/n 

That  mountain  as  his  garden  mould  high  rai.'d 

^pon  the  rapid  current,  which  through  veins 

Of  porous  earth  with  kindly  thirst  up  drawn, 

R-ose  a  fresh  fountain,  and  with  many  a  rill 

Water'd  the  garden;  thence  united  fell  i?30 

Down  the  steep  glade,  and  met  the  nether  flood, 

Which  from  his  darksome  passage  now  appears, 

A.Qd  now  divided  into  four  main  streams. 

Runs  diverse,  wand*ring  many  a  famous  realm 

A.nd  country,  whereof  here  needs  no  account ;   235 

But  rather  to  tell  how,  if  Art  could  tell, 

How  from  that  saphii  fount  the  crisped  brooks, 

Holling  on  orient  pearl  and  sands  of  gold, 

With  mazy  error  under  pendent  shades 

J^an  nectar,  visiting  cacA  plant,  and  fed  ^:\^ 


nn 
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Flow'it,  worthy*  of  ParadiK,  which  not  ncc 
In  licds  and  curious  knots,  buiE  Nature  boon 
Pour'd  forth  profuse  on  hill  and  dale  and  pi 
Both  where  the  morning  sun  first  warmly  n 
The  open  field,  and  where  the  nnpierc'd  shade 
Imbrown*d  the  noontide  bow'rs:  thus  was  thh 
A  happy  rural  seat  of  various  view ; 
Groves  whose  rich  trees  wept  odorous  gun 

balm,  > 

Others  whose  fruit  bumish'd  with  golden  rii 
Hung  amiable,  Hesperian  fables  true, 
If  true,  here  only',  and  of  delicious  taste: 
Betwixt  them  lawns,  or  level  downs,  and  flo 
Grazing  the  tender  herb,  were  intcrpos*d, 
Or  palmy  hilloc;  or  the  flow'ry  lap 
Of  some  irriguous  valley  spread  her  store, 
Flow*rs  of  all  hue,  and  without  thorn  the  ro 
Another  side,  umbrageous  grots  and  caves 
Of  cool  recess,  o'er  which  the  mantling  vine 
Lap  forth  her  purple  grape,  and  gently  cree 
Luxuriant ;  mean  while  murm'ring  waters  fall 
Down  the  slope  hills,  dispersed,  or  in  a  lak< 
That  to  the  fringed  bank  with  myrtle  crown 
Her  trystal  mirror  holds,  unite  their  stream; 
The  birds  their  quire  apply ;  airs,  vernal  air 
Breathing  the  smell  of  field  and  grove,  attune 
The  trembling  leaves,  while  universal  Pan 
Knit  with  the  Graces  and  the  Hours' in  dan 
Led  on  th*  eternal  Spfm^     "^ot  vWvK^\\  { 
OfEnna,  where  Proser^itv  ^vW\Y\^^Qsxt; 
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Herself  a  fairer  flow'r  by  gloomy  Dis  270 

Was  gather'd,  which  cost  Ceres  all  that  pain 

To  seek  her  through  the  world ;  nor  that  sweet 

Of  Daphne  by  Orontes,  and  th*  inspired       [grove 

Castalian  spring,  might  with  this  paradise 

Of  £den  strive;  nor  that  Nyseian  isle  276 

&irt  with  the  river  Triton,  where  ol.d  Cham, 

Whom  Gentiles  Ammon  call  and  Lybian  Jove, 

iid  Amahhea  and  her  florid  son 

^oung  Bacchus  from  his  stepdame  Rhea's  eye ; 

for  where  Abassin  kings  their  issue  guard,      289 

fount  Amara,  though  this  by  some  supposed 

'rue  Paradise  under  the  Ethiop  line 

>y  Nilus'  head,  inclos'd  with  shining  rock, 

L  whole  day's  journc;y  high,  but  wide  remote 

rom  this  Assyrian  garden,  where  the  Fiend     28S 

aw  undclightcd  all  delight,  all  kind 

If  living  creatures  new  to  sight  and  strange. 

Vo  of  far  nobler  shape  erect  and  tall, 

vodlike  erect,  with  native  honor  clad 

n  naked  majesty  seemM  lords  of  all,  299 

ind  worthy  saemM ;  for  in  their  looks  divine 

The  image  of  their  giorious  Maker  shone, 

Truth,  wisdom,  sanctitude  severe  and  pure, 

Severe  but  in  true  filial  freedom  placM) 

Whence  true  authority  in  men ;  though  both     29 k 

^ot  equal,  as  their  sex  not  equal  seemM  ; 

""or  contemplation  he  and  valor  form'd, 

^or  softness  she  and  syfeti  attractive  ^^ct\ 

(e  for  God  oaly,  she  for  God  m  hvm  •• 
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Hii  fair  la(ge  front  and  eye  «uMimc  i 
Absoluie  role ;  and  hyacinibin  lock* 

RpLmcl  from  his  parird  forelock  mini 
Cluiiering^,  but  not  beneaih  hii  ihouli 
She  31  a  v«il  down  lo  the  slender  wai 
Her  unadorned  golden  Iresses  wore 
Diihevcll'd,  but  in  wanton  ringlets  v. 
Ai  ihe  vine  curli  her  tendrili,  which 
Subjcciioir,  but  requir*d  with  gentle  I 
And  by  her  yielded,  by  him  best  rec< 
Yielded  wiih  coy  submiuion,  modcit 
And  iwee(  reluctiint  amorous  delay. 
Nor  (hose  myilL-rious  paiU  were  then 
Then  wns  not  guilty  shame,  disboncw 
Of  Nature's  works,  honor  diihonorah 
£in-brcd,  how  haic  ye  troubled  all  n 
With  &brf%t'i  instead,  mere  sltawi  of  i< 
And  hitninh'd  from  nmn'k  life  his  hap 
Simpliflty  and  ipolksi  innocence  ! 
So  pass'd  they  naked  on,  nor  shunn'd 
Of  God  or  angel,  for  they  thought  n 
So  band  in  band  thi'y  pass'd,  the  lovel 
That  ever  since  in  I.ove'*  embraces  r 
Adam  the  goodliest  man  of  men  sinci 
His  sons,  the  feircit  of  her  daughters 
Under  a  tuft  of  shade  that  On  a  gretr 
Stood  whisp'ring  soft,  by  a  fresh  fouu 
They  lat  them  dovn;  and  after  no  Ri 
Of  their  sweet  gatd'n'ii>a  \ADt  Onto! 
To  recominend  cool  T^v^^'^i*^^^ 
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whoUsmne  thirst  and  appetite         830 

111,'  to  their  supper  firnits  they  fcll» 

niits  which  the  compliant  bcmghs 

m,  aide-loi^  as  they  sat  recline 

;  downy  bank  damariiM  with  flowers ; 

pulp  they  chew,  and  in  the  rind    395 

'  thirsted  scoop  the  brimming  stream  ;  i 

purpose,  nor  endearing  smiles 

:>r  youthful  dalliance  as  beseems 

,  link'd  in  happy  nuptial  lestgue^ 

ley.     About  than  frisking  played  340 

>f  th'  earth,  since  wild,  and  of  all  chafe 

wilderness,  forest  or  den; 

e  lion  ramp*d,  and  in  bis  paw 

e  kid ;  bears,  tigers,  ounces,  pards, 

efiore  them ;  th*  unwieldy  elephant  345 

them   mirth  us'd   all   his   might,  and 

oboscis;  close  the  serpent  sly  [wreath'd 

,  wove  with  Gordian  twine 

I  train,  and  of  his  fatal  guile 

'  unheeded ;  others  on  the  grass      350 

nd  now  fili'd  with  pasture  gazing  sat, 

d  ruminating ;  for  the  sun 

as  hasting  now  with  prone  career 

in  isles,  and  in  th*  ascending  scale 

the  stars  that  usher  evening  rOse :  2B3 

in  still  in  gaze,  as  first  be  stood, 

.  at  length  failM  speech  recover*d  sad. 

J  what  do  mine  eyes  w'wVi  ^\tl\M^9Ml\ 

m  of  bliss  thus  hig|ii  adNW<4 
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Cfeatnrei «(  o^ttt  amU^ 

Not  fpiriiii  yet  to  Ww*afy  ipMifrta^k.. 

Little  tnfeiiar)  wImmb  aif  didiiipMifmto 

With  woader,  ad  cosld  lovi^  «r  liwlf  ibiili  '"^ 

In  tliem4iviqfr  icfemMttKC^  Hid 

The  Had  thii?  nmi'd  thm  tti 

povr'd* 
Ah,  gentle  Fnr  I  ye  little  tUdk^Ofwa^jb.  :>j 
Your  chage  i^|iiachei«  wheaall 
Will  vai^  and  ddirer  ^e-to  wbc^         [    v .  ti 
More  woe,  the  niore  yoar  tMte  it  now  fijtfft  ^ 
Happy,  hut  for  so  happy  ill  secor'd  M 

Long  to  continue,  and  thii  hi^  aeat  your  hofht 
111  fenc'd  fbr-Heav*n  to  keep  out  ach aloe 
As  now  is  cnter'd ;  yet  no  purpOs'd  fee 
To  you,  whom  I  ooold  pity  thna  forUmif 
Though  I  unpitied :  league  with  you  I  seek*  Sff 
And  mutual  amity  so  strait,  so  clotey 
That  I  with  you  must  dwell,  oryim  with  me 
Henceforth  ;  my  dwelling  haply  may  not  pka^ 
Like  this  fair  Pkradise,  your  seme,  yet  such 
Accept  your  Maker's  vork ;  he  give  at  me,  Vt 
Which  I  as  freely  give ;  Hell  shall  unfold^ 
To  entertain  you  two,  her  widest  giteiy 
And  send  forth  all  her  kuigs;  there  will  bt 
Not  like  these  narrow  limits,  to  receive    ,  '     '>^ 
Your  numerous  offspring ;  if  no  better  plaoe^  V 
Thank  him  who  puu  mc  loath  to  thii 
On  you  who  wrong  me  not  for  him  who  yn9ti^ 
And  should  I  at "y out  VwrnX^^vviott^tMu^ 
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Melt,  as  I  do,  yet  public  reason  just, 
Honor  and  empire  with  revenge  inlarg'd,         390 
By  conqa'sing  this  new  world,  compels  me  now 
To  do  what  else  though  damn'd  I  should  abhor. 

So  spake  the  Fiend,  and  with  necessity. 
The  t3rnnt's  plea,  excused  his  devilish  deeds. 
Then  from  his  lofty  stand  on  .that  high  tree     395 
Down  he  alights  ainong  the  sportful  herd 
Of  those  four-footed  kinds,  himsqlf  now  one, 
Now  other,  as  their  shape  served  best  his  end, 
Nearer  to  view  his  prey,  and  unespy'd 
To  mark  what  of  their  state  he  more  might  learn 
By  word  or  action  mark'd :  about  them  round  401 
A  lion  now  he  stalks  with  fiery  glare  ; 
Then  as  a  tiger,  who  by  chance  hath  spy'd 
In  some  purlieu  two  gentle  fawns  at  play. 
Strait  couches  close,  then  rising  changes  oft     405 
His  couchant  watch,  as  one  who  chose  his  ground. 
Whence  rushing  he  might  surest  seize  them  both 
Grip'd  in  each  paw :  when  Adam  first  of  men 
To  first  of  women  Eve  thus  moving  speech, 
Tum'd  him  all  ear  to  hear  new  utterance  flow.  410 

Sole  Partner,  and  sole  part,  ipf  all  these  joys, 
Dearer  thyself  than  all ;  needs  niqst  the  Power 
That  made  us,  and  fqr  us  this  ample  world, 
Be  infinitely  good,  and  of  his  good 
As  liberal  and  free  as  infinite ;  415 

That  rais'd  us  from  the  dust  and  plac'd  us  here 
hrall  this  happiness,  who  at  his  hand 
lave  nothing  merited,  oor  can  peiiona 
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Oag^  whereoC  be  iMth  needy  fw«k6  lega 
From  oi  no  other  lenrice  ihuk  t»  keep 
This  one,  tlui  emf  chuge,  of  all  the  tKe* 
In  Buidife  tint  hear  deHooitt  fruit  - 
86  varuyniy  not  to  taite  that  only  tree 
Of  Knowledlget  Ranted  hy  the  tree  of  Lift 
So  near  graw^deadi  to  ltle»  whatever  death  i 
Some  dreadfiil  thing  no  doubt;  €nr  we 

knov'it 
God  faith  pronounc'd  it  death  to  taste  that 
The  only  sign  of  our  obedience  left 
Among  fo  many  signs  of  power  and  rule 
Gooferr^d  upon  us,  and  dominion  given 
Over  all  other  creatures  that  possess 
Earth,  kir,  and  sea.     Then  let  us  not  thin] 
One  easy  prohibition,  who  enjoy 
free  leave  so  large  to  all  things  else,  and  d 
XJnlimited  of  manifold  delights: 
But  let  us  ever  praise  him,  and  extol 
His  bounty,  following  our  delightful  task 
To  prune  these  growing  plants,  and  ten 

flowers, 
^Vhich  were  it  toilsome*  yet  with  thee  wen 
To  whQm  thud  Eve  reply'd.    O  thou  fo 
And  from  whom  I  was  form'd  flesh  pf  thy 
And  without  whom  am  to  no  end,  my  guic 
And  head,  what  thou  hast  said  is  just  and  i 
Jor  we  to  him  indeed  all  praises  owe. 
And  dally  tbmfksi  I  chieEy  who  en^oy 
So  Bw  the  bappicf  lot,  enjoY\D^  i!ti^Q 
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iminent  by  so  much  odds»  while  thou 
:  consort  to  thyself  canst  no  where  find, 
t  day  I  oft  remember,  when  from  sleep 
St  awak'd,  and  found  myself  repos'd  450 

.er  a  shade  on  flow'rs,  much  wond'ring  where 
I  what  I   was,,  whence  thither  brought,  and 

how. 
distant  far  from  thence  a  munn'ring  sound 
v^aters  issued  from  a  cave,  and  spread 
>  a  liquid  plain,  then  stood  unmov'd  455 

:  as  th'  expanse  of  Heav'n ;  I  thither  wient 
:h  unexperienc'd  thought,  and  laid  me  down 
the  green  bank,  to  look  into  the  clear 
K>th  lake,  that  to  me  scem'd  another  sky. 
[  bent  down  to  look,  just  opposite  460 

bape  within  the  wat'ry  gleam  appear*d, 
ding  to  look  on  me  :  I  started  back, 
arted  back ;  but  plcas'd  I  soon  retum'd, 
is'd  it  retum'd  as  soon  with  answering  looks 
sympathy  and  love  :  there  I  had  fix'd     '   465 
:e  eyes  till  now,  and  pin*d  with  vain  desire, 
»  not  a  voice  thus  wam*d  me.  What  thou  seest, 
lat  there  thou  seest,.  fair  creature,  is  thyself ; 
:h  thee  it  came  and  goes :  but  follow  inc, 
I  I  will  bring  thee  where  no  shadow  stays  470 
'  coming,  and  thy  soft  embraces,  he 
lose  image  thou  art ;  him  thou  shalt  enjoy 
parably  thine,  to  him  shalt  bear 
Ititudes  like  thyself,  and  thetictWciXV^ 
her  of  Human  Race.    \A/liax  CQvC^^\  ^o^  \V 
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But  follo#9tfiit|  tnfiiiblj dmi  kd?  < 
Till  I  upfd  thee,  h&r  indeed  nd  ull» 
Under  t  phkan ;  yet  mpthooglbt  leu  firis^ 
Leis  wmniqg  loft,  lets  ami^^  nild^ 
Than  that  laiooth  vatfryr  ima^ :  hftck  1. 1| 
ThoQ  fDllowiog  oyd'st  aloud,  Return  Mr ! 
Whom  fly'tt  thou  ?  whom  thou  fly*st,  of  hi 
Hii  fieth,  hit  bone;  to  give  thee  be'ing  I  ka 
Out  of  my  aide  to  thee,  nearest  my  h^brf. 
Substantia  life,  to  have  thee  by  my  aide 
Henceforth  an  individual  solace  dear; 
9art  of  my  9oul  I  seek  thee,  and  thee  clain 
My  other  half;  with  that  thy  gentle  hand 
SeizM  mine ;  I  yieldedt  and  from  that  time 
How  beauty  is  excell'd  by  manly  gra|ce 
And  wisdom,  which  alone  is  truly  ^r* 

So  spake  our  general  Mother,  and  with  e 
Of  conjugal  attraction  unreprQv'd, 
And  meek  surrender,  half  embracing  lean'c 
Qn  our  first  Father;  half  her  swelling  brea 
Naked  met  his  under  the  flowing  gold 
Of  her  loose  tresses  hid :  he  in  delight 
9oth  of  her  beauty  and  subm^siye  charnMI 
Smird  with  superior  lovej\as  Jupiter 
On  Juno  smileS)  when  he  imprpgns  the  qloui 
That  ihed  May  fiow'rs;  and  picss*d  her  mal 
With  kisses  pure; :  aside  the  Devil  turn'd 
For  envy,  yet  with  jealous  leer  malign 
£yd  them  askance,  and  to  himself  thus  pla 
S/gbt  pauSul,  sight  tormenun^V  i3tm  ^ 
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idis'd  in  one  another's  arms,  ^06 

appier  l^n,  shall  enjoy  their  fill 

ss  on  bliss ;  while  I  to  Hell  am  thrust, 

e  neither  joy  nor  love,  but  fierce  desire, 

g  our  otl)er  tpnnents  not  the  least  6 1 0 

niiilfiird  with  pain  of  longing  pines. 

t  me  not  forget  what  I  have  gain'd 

their  own  mouths :  all  is  not  theirs  it  seems ; 

atal  tree  there  stands  of  Knowledge  call'd 

Iden  them  to  taste :  knowledge  forbidden  ? 

:ious,  reaspnlefs.     Why  should  their  Xx)r4 

them  that?  can  it  be  sin  to  know  ? 

t  be  death  ?  and  do  they  only  ^tand       x 

norance  ?  is  that  their  happy  state,  . 

>roof  of  their  obedience  and  their  faith  ?  520 

r  foundation  laid  whereon  to  build 

ruin  !  Hence  I  will  excite  their  minds 

more  desire  to  know,  and  to  reject 
•us  commands,  invented  wirh  design  5l?4 

:ep  them  low  whom  knowledge  might  exalt 

with  gods :  aspiring  to  be  such, 

taste  and  die :  whstt  likelier  can  ensile  ? 
rst  with  narrow  search  I  mui^t  walk  i^und 
garden,  and  no  corner  leave  unspy  V ;       ^29 
mce  but  Chance  may  lead  y^l^^re  I  inay  meei 

wand*ring  spl'iit  of  Hcfiv'n  by  fountain  side, 
,  thjck  shade  retirM,  from  him  to  draw 
i  further  would  be  leamM,  Live  while  ye  may, 
lappy  pair ;  enjoy,  till  I  ![etVLtn, 
pJcdsurcSf  for  long  woes  ue  lo  %\icct.^^,«  ^^^ 
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So  saying,  his  proud  step  he  seoinfiil  ton 
But  with  sly  circurnqtecdoOy  wai  hegm 
I'hrough  wood,  through  wtet  o'er  htllp  oV 

his  rcMun. 
Mean  while  in  utmost  longitude,  %here  hii 
With  etfth  and  ocean  meets,  the  lettiagiDii 
Slowly  descended,  and  with  right  asp^C 
Against  th^  eastern  gate  of  Paradise 
Leyell'd  his  evening  rays  fit  .was  a  rock 
Of  alabaster,  pil'd  up  to  the  clouds,- 
Conspicuous  far,  winding  with  one  ascent 
Accessible  from  earth,  one  entrance  high  > 
The  rest  was  craggy  cliff,  that  overhung 
Still  as  it  rose,  impossible  to  climb. 
Betwixt  these  rocky  pillars  Gabriel  sat. 
Chief  of  th*  angelic  guards,  awaiting  night ; 
About  him  exercis'd  heroic  games 
Th'  unarmed  youth  of  Hcav'n,  but  nigh  at  1 
Celestial  armory,  shields,  helms,  and  spean 
Hung  high  with  diamond  (laming,  and  with  ] 
Thither  came  Uiiel,  gliding  through  the  eve 
On  a  sun  beam,  swift  as  a  shooting  star 
In  autumn  thwarts  the  night,  when  vapors  fi 
loipress  the  air,  and  shows  the  mariner 
From  what  point  of  his  compass  to  beware 
Impetuous  winds  :  he  thus  began  in  haste. 

Gabriel,  to  thee  thy  course  by  lot  hath  gii 
Charge  and  strict  watch,  that  to  this  happy  { 
A^o  evil  thing  appro-Ac\\  or  eixlex  \t\. 
This  daty  at  feighth  o£  nootv  c^mc  xo  tk^  ^ 
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iloiii,  ai  he  icesn'd,  to  know       .  h65 
AlmightyV  works,  and  chiefly  Man*  ^ 
imase :  I  defcrib?d  his  way 
^eed,  and  mark'd  hit  aSry  gail ; 
oQttiit  Uuit  lies  firom  Eden  nonh,  569 
ust  lighted,  aqon  jliicern'd  his  looks 
Heav'n,  wi^h  pa»ions  foiilohacur*d; 
4r|aed  hiaa  stiU,  but  tmder  shade 
if  him :  onp  of  the  bapishM  ciew» 
ventnr'd  {iroip  (he  Deep,  to  laisK 
es;  hin^  thy  care  mint  he  to  find.  57S 
a  the  willed  warrior  thus  ittnrifd* 
onder  if  thy  piurfiBCt  sight, 
m's  hri^t  circle  wher^  thou  sitsc, 
wide ;  in  at  this  gate  none  pais 
ce  here  plac'd,  but  such  as  come    580 
nfiromHeav*n;  and  since  meridian  houy 
:  thence ;  if  spi'rit  of  other  sor^ 
have  o'er-leap'd  these  earthy  boonda 
:,  hard  thou  know'^  it  tq  exclude 
bstance  with  cqrporeal  bar>  fi8^ 

in  the  circuit  of  the^  walk^ 
rer  fhape  he  lurk,  of  whom 
t,  by  morrow  ({owning  I  shall  knoif  t 
is'd  he ;  and  Uriel  to  hi|  chaige 
in  that  brig^(  l)?am,  whose  point  now 
I'jJ  59Q 

lope  downward  to  the  <un  now  faXVa 
'  ^zorc9  :  whether  the  ^ntut  o^:^ 
taw  fwifty  ha4  tlutheixo\V^ 
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Djumal,  or  ttiii  iem  ToMbil  EAdlf" 
Br  ihoTter  (light  to  tb*  Eut,  MllU 
Atraying  with  reflected  poipk*  ttd| 
The  cloadi  that  on  hii  wcMeitt  throo 
Now  came  sdll  Evening  on,  and  T« 
Had  in  bcr  sober  livery  ill  tiling  cla 
Silence  accompanied ;  for  beut  and  1 
Tbey  to  ihcit  graity  couch,  ibeie  ta 
Were  ilunfc,  all  but  the  wakefal  mgj 
She  all  night  long  her  inMnnii  detci 
Silence  wai  pleas'd:  now  glow'd  the 
With  living  saphin:  Mespenu,  that 
The  starry  hoit,  rode  brightest,  till  t 
Rising  in  clouded  majesty,  at  length 
Apparent  queen  unveil'd  her  pecrlei 
And  o'er  the  dark  her  silver  mantle 
When  Adam  thus  to  Eve.  FairCo 
Of  nighl,  and  all  things  now  retir'd 
Mind  lu  of  like  repose,  since  God  I 
Labor  and  rest,  as  day  and  night  to 
Successive  i  and  the  linely  dew  of  si 
}^ov/  filing  y:j[b  sufl  slumbrous  wei 
Our  eye-lids :  other  creaturei  all  day 
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l^ith  first  approach  of  light,  wc  must  be  rigrn, 
.ndat  our  pleasant  labor,  to  reform  625 

on  fiow'ry  arbors,  yonder  alleys  green, 
)ur  walk  at  noon,  with  branches  overgrown, 
'bat  mock  our  scant  manuring,  and  require 
fore  hands  than  ours  to  lop  their  wanton  growth : 
'hose  blossoms  also,  and  those  dropping  gums, 
*hat  lie  bestrown  unsightly  and  unsmooth,        631 
Lsk  riddance,  if  we  mean  to  tread  with  ease ; 
lean  while,  as  Nature  V'iUsi  Night  bids  us  rest. 

To  whom  thus  Eve  with  perfect  beauty'  adornM. 
iy  Author  and  Disposer,  what  thou  bidst       633 
Fnargued  I  obey  \  so  God  ordains ; 
rod  is  thy  law,  thou  mine :  to  know  no  more 
s  Woman's  happiest  knowledge  and  her  praise. 
Vith  thee  conversing  I  forget  all  time ; 
ill  seasons  and  their  change,  all  please  alike.  640 
wect  is  the  breath  of  Morn,  her  rising  sweet, 
Vith  charm  of  earliest  birds ;  pleasant  the  Sun, 
Vhen  first  on  this  delightful  land  he  spreads 
lis  orient  beams,  on  herb,  tree,  fruit,  and  flower, 
rlist'ring  with  dew;  fragrant  the  fertile  Earth  64  5 
ifter  soft  show'rs;  and  sweet  the  coming  on 
)f  grateful  Evening  mild;  then  silent  Night 
Vith  this  her  solemn  bird,  and  this  fair  moon, 
Lnd  these  the  gems  of  Heav'n,  her  starry  train : 
)Ut  neither  breath  of  Mom,  when  she  ascends  6  jO 
Vith  charm  of  earliest  birds ;  nor  rising  sun 
)n  this  delightfol  land;  nor  herb,  fnut,  ^oniq.t, 
lisL'ring  with  dew;  nor  fragrance  al^ci  «\vq>kH\\ 
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Nor  fsntOoA  ETcnbg Duld)  nor  tlMl  Ki§0t'' 
With  thii  beriol£ibD  biid^nor  inA bytflMJMy  M 

Or  gUtt'iifljg  iur»li^  wkiMNU  tbw  »  Meet ! 
^ut  whereCbtc  til  m^t  iMgikuifetlMtet'iHiM 
This  glorioiu  li^t,  vhca  tle^  Itfdb  dniiilt^lb 

.  To  whom  our  gepenl'Aiiccitor  M|rf/«l«'  •* 
Daught^  of  God  toil  Mao,  accoiAplith'd  Jbrt^  M 
These  have  their  coune  to  finiih  roimd  lha«Mi 

By  morrow  eyemog^  and  fiKMnJnid  to  bid 

In  order,  though  to  ottiont  yHlmhonif 
Ministring  light  prepared,  they  set  and  rtie|, 
Lest  total  Darkness  should  hy  night  regain  '  (t 
Her  old  possession,  and  extinguish  life 
In  Nature  and  all  things,  which  these  soft  fiftt 
Not  only'  enlighten,  but  with  kindly  heat 
Of  various  influence  foment  and  warm» 
Temper  or  nourish,  or  in  part  shed  down       67 
Their  stellar  virtue  on  all  kinds  that  gronf 
On  earth,  made  hereby  apter  to  receive 
Perfection  from  the  sun*s  more  potent  fay; 
These  then,  though  unbeheld  in  deep  of  night, 
Shine  not  in  vain;  nor  think,  though  men  fR 
none^  6\ 

That  Heav'n  wonld  want  specutors,  Ood  wi 

praise) 
Millions  of  spiritual  creatures  walk  the  earth 
Unseen,  both  when  we  wake,  and  wheft  wc  dfli 
All  these  with  ceaseless  praise  his  works  hchoU 
Both  day  and  night  i  Iion<  oCieiiCtom  the  steep  6i 
Of  echoing  hill  or  xh\c!ii^v\ivr«N;^>Dkfi,'«i\ 
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Celestial  voices  to  the  midnight  air, 
Sole,  or  responsive  each  to  other's  note^ 
StDging  their  great  Creator  ?  oft  in  bands 
While  they  keep  watch,  or  nightly  rounding  walk 
With  heav'nly  touch  of  instrumental  sounds    686 
In  full  harmonic  number  join'd,  their  songs 
Divide  the  night,  and  lift  our  thoughts  to  Heav'n. 

Thus  talking  hand  in  hand  alone  they  pass'd 
On  to  their  blissful  bow'ri  it  was  a  place-       690 
Chos'n  by  the  sovran  Planter,  when  he  firamM 
All  things  to  man's  delightful  use ;  the  roof 
Of  thickest  covert  was  inwoyen  shade 
Laurel  and  myrtle,  and  what  higher  grew 
Of  firm  and  fragrant  leaf;  on  either  side         695 
Acanthus  and  each  odorous  bushy  shrub 
Fenc*d  up  the  verdant  wall ;  each  beauteous  flower, 
Irb  all  hues,  roses,  and  jessamin 
Rear'd  high  their  flourishM  heads  between,  and 
Mosaic ; .  underfoot  the  violet,  [wrought 

Crocus,  and  hyacinth  with  rich  inlay  701 

Broider'd  the  ground,  more  color'd  than  with  stone 
Of  costliest  emblem :  other  creature  here. 
Beast,  bird,  insect,  or  worm  durst  enter  none. 
Such  was  their  awe  of  Man.   In  shadier  bow'r  705 
More  sacred  and  se«[uester'd,  though  but  feignM, 
Pan  or  Sylvanui  never  slept,  nor  Nymph 
Nor  Faunus  haunted.     Here  in  close  recess 
With  flowers,  garlands,  and  sweet-smelling  herbs 
^Espoused  Eve  deck'd  first  her  nupuaV  V4>     'W^ 
AmI  heavenly  qaird  the  hymoiaean  ww\« , 
vox.  J,  u 
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Wlut  diy  the  genial  Mgp:l,la'OW  Su 
Brought  her  in  aaSud  bcanXf  n«e  ad 
More  lovely  thaR  Paiulorar  whvin  the 
Eodow'd.with  all  their  gift^  and  O  i 
In  aad  event,  -when  to  th'iinwiser  wmi 
Of  Japhet  brou^t  by  Hermei,  »he  in 
Maokbd  with  her  (air  looks,  u>  bew 
On  bim  who  had  alole  Jow'j  autheat 
Thus  at  iheir  thady  lodge  ftniv*tl,  bo 
Both  lurn'd,  and  under  open  skf  ador 
The  God  thai  made  both  iky,  air,  eatlh 
Which  they  beheld,  the  moon's  reipL 
And  starry  pole :  Thou  also  mad'lt  t] 
Maker  Ontnipoieoi,  anrt  thou  the  il^ 
Which  we  in  Out  appointed  work  en 
Have  finish' d,  h^ppy  in  our  mutual  h 
And  mutual  love,  the  crown  of  all  oi 
Ordain' d  by  ihee,  and  this  delicious  p 
For  us  too  large,  where  thy  abuodanc 
Partaker!,  anil  uncropt  falls  to  the  gn 
But  thou  hasi  promii'd  from  us  two  a 
To  fill  the  Earth,  who  shall  yith  us  ■ 
Thy  goodneu  infinite,  both  when  wc 
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irom  fab  hkr  spcmse,  nor  Eft  the  ritet 
CMS  of  conmilMal  lore  lefiDf'd :  * 
cr  hypocrites  cMterely  tilk  ■ 
ty  and 'place  and  innocencciy  !  745 

ig  as  impure  what  God  declares    ■  ■ 
xl -commands-  to  namc^  leaves  fkee  fo  all. 
ikcr  bids  increase ;  who  bids  abMm  ' 
Destroyer^  Ibe  to  God  and  Man  ? 
edded  Love  1  mysteriooi  law  i  tme  soorce  - 
lan  offspring !  s61e  propriet]^    • '     '  -  751 
disc  of  all  things  cOmmon  else* 
aduU'totts  Lost  was  driv'n  fifom  men-  -^' 
the  bestid  herds  to  range;  hy  thac" 
1  in  reason,  loyid,  just,  and  purei  '      755 
M  dear,  and  all  the  charities 
er,  son,  and  brother,  first  were  known* 
it,  that  I  should  Write  thee  sin  or  blame, 
ik  thee  unbefitting  holiest  place,     -   - 
al  fountain  of  domestic  sweets,  760 

bed  is  undefiPd  and  chsste  pTonounc*d, 
,  or  past,  as  saints  and  patriarchs  us'd. 
ove  his  golden  shafts  employs,  here  Kgbts 
stant  lamp,  and  waves  his  purple  wings, 
here  and  revels;  not  in  the  boi;^^  smile 
iotji,  loveless,  joyless,  unindeai'cl,         766 
Fruition ;  nor  in  court  amours, 
lance,  or  wanton  mask,  Or  midnight  ball, 
nate,  which  the  starv'd  lover  sings 
proud  fur,  best  fitted  vni\i  6as/Qsa\Ti.  *V*\^ 
\Wd  by  nigbttngalea  cnibrknt^'  %\e:^% 
u  2 
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And  on  their  naked  Hmbt  the  flow'fff  retf 
ShowVd  iotc»t  wlw^h  die  moot  Kjpni'd.  S 
blest  Pair  I  and  O  yet  faappienl  if  |e  tee 
No  iuq[»pier  state,  and  know  to  know  no  mo 

Now  had  Night  measured  with  h^  shade 
Half  way  up  hiU  this  vast  soUonar  vaaU» 
And  finom  their  ivory  port  the  cheiiibia 
Forth  issuing  at  th'  accustoni'd  hour  stood 
To  their  night  %iratches  in  warlike  paiade* 
-  When  Gabriel  to  his  next  in  power  thus : 

Uzziel,  half  these  draw  oS^  and  coast  tl 
With  strictest  watch ;  these  other  wheel  thi 
Our  circuit  meets  full  West.  As  flame  tl 
Half  wheeling  to  the  shield,  half  to  the  sp< 
From  these,  two  strong  and  subtle  spi'rits  i 
That  near  him  stood,  and  gave  them  thus  ii 

Ithuriel  and  Zephon,  with  wing'd  speo 
Search  through  this  Garden,  leave  unses 

nook; 
But  chiefly  where  those  two  fair  creatures 
Now  laid  perhaps  asleep  secure  of  harm. 
This  evening  from  the  sun's  decline  arriv' 
Who  tells  of  some  iofemal  spirit  seen 
Hitherward  bent  (who  could  have  thought? 
The  bars  of  Hell,  on  errand  bad  ho  doubt 
Such  where  ye  find,  seize  fast,  and  hither 

So  saying,  on  he  led  his  radiant  files, 
Pazzling  the  xx^oop ;  these  to  the  how'r  d 
Ip  search  of  whom  they  sou^Vvx.*.  Vv\tsvvVvere.tfa 
Squat  I'iks  a  ^oad,  close  av  0:v^  ^t  oi  ^Ne 
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Assaying  hj  bis  deviliih  iit  to  reach 

The  orgtDs  of  her  hncf^  and  widi  them  foige 

nhuioiia  u  he  list,  phntamis  and  diemifi 

^  if»  inspiring  irenonii  he  might  taint 

IV  animal  spirits  that  firom  pure  blood  arise    805 

Like  gentle  bieaths  ftom  rivers  pnie,  thence  raise 

At  lea^l  distempef'd,  discontented  thoaghts, 

Vain  hopes,  vain  Aims,  inordinate  detiret, 

HtWmn  up  with  high  conceits  engendering  pride. 

Him  thus  intent  Ithnriel  with  his  spear  810 

Touched  lightly ;  for  no  falsehood  ain  endure 

ToiMh  of  celestial  temper,  but  retumt  • 

Of  Itwee  to  its  OQirn  tikeness:  np  he  ttaita 

Oiscovcf^d  and  snrpris'd.     As  nrhen  n  spark 

Lights  on  a  heap  df  nitrous  powder,  laid         815 

Fit  for  the  lun  some  magazine  to  store 

Against  a  rumored  war,  the  smutty  grain 

With  sudden  blaze  diffus'd  inflames  the  aur : 

So  started  up  in  his  own  shape  the  Fiend* 

Back  stept  thos^  two  fair  angels  half  amaz-'d    8^20 

So  sudden  to' behold  the  grisly  King;     • 

Vet  thus,  unroov'd  with  fear,  accost  him  soon : 

Which  of  thos^  rebel  spi'rits  adjudg'd  to  Hell 
Com'st  thou,  escap'd  thy  prison  ?  arid  transfbirmM, 
Why  satst  thou  like  an  eneipy  in  wait  8S5 

Here  watching  at  the  head  of  these  that  sleep  P 

Know  ye  not  then,  said  Satan  filPd  with  scorn, 
Know  ye  not  me  ?  ye  knew  me  once  no  mate 
For  you,  there  sittmg  where  ye  Aimittwx.  wiax  \ 
\'ot  to  know  me  ai^guea  yoaradtet  va^'ofiwc^^  '^'^^ 

\i  3 
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The  lowest  oC )iyNir4l»oi§|. or  i£|^kM%.  -A. 

Why  aik  ye,  aad  aipttnnaM.  Wfb '       i. ;  ^T 

Your  m^tiy,  like  19  «dA  «  niKli « ipnt-  lAlY 

To  whom  tbM.ZeplM»».  ai«Vii||.«Mi»«j||i 

flcom*  .  .    ■   »>tt8iv 

Think  not.  levoliea  Spt^ril,  fkf  *i^  f^mki 
Or  undiiBiaiih^  bcidiiactt  lo  ks  kaMM*  a.  '  dl 
At  when  thou  ttood'«|  ia  HmrV 
That  glory  Uieii»  when  tkon  ii» 
Departed  horn  thee'i  and  tkoa  meakte^iM 
Thy  lin  and  place  of  doom  okacoie  aad  laaL:  Jll 
But  come«  for  thou,  be  nue,  ahalt  give  aoooptt  ' 
To  him  who  sent  us,  whoae  chai^  it  lo  keep 
This  place  inviolable,  and  these  from  harm. 

So  spake  the  cherub ;  and  his  graite  raboh^ 
Severe  in  youthful  beauty,  added  grace  M 

Invincible :  abash'd  the  devil  stood. 
And  felt  how  awful  Goodness  is,  and  snr 
Virtue'  in  her  shape  how  lovely;  saw,  and  ftA 
His  loss ;  but  chiefly  to  find  here  observed 
His  lustre  visibly  impair'd;  yet  seem'd  tff 

Undaunted.     If  I  must  contend,  said  ho, 
Bett  with  the  best,  the  sender  not  the  seiit» 
Or  all  at  once ;  more  glory  will  be  woi^  V 
Or  less  be  lost.     Thy  fear,  said  Zephon  boH 
Will  save  us  trial  what  the  least  can  do        Vf 
Single  against  thee  wicked,  and  thence  weak. 

The  Fiend  reply'd  not,  overcome  with  nfBf 
But  like  a  proud  steed  rein'd,  went  hanghty  ctt 
Champing  his  iron  cui\>  *.  \o  uxvt^  oc  ^ 
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^e  held  it  vain ;  awe  from  above  had  quellM  860 
iis  heart,  not  else  dismay'd.    Now  drew  they  nigh 
rhe  western  point,  where  thoie  half«fOiuiding  gaards 
but  met,  and  closing  atood  in  squadron  join'd, 
\waiting  next  command.     To  whom  their  chief» 
oabricl,  from  the  front  tbqs  call'd  aloud.        865 

O  Friends*  I  hear  the  tiead  of  nimble  feet 
Hasting  this  way,  and  now  by  glimpse  diKem 
[thuriel  and  Zephon  throogb  the  shade, 
^nd  with  them  comes  a  third  of  regal  port, 
But  hdcd  splendor  wan ;  who  by  hli  gait,      870 
^nd  fierce  demeanor  seems  the  Prince  of  Hell, 
Nf ot  likely  to  part  hence  without  contest ; 
Stand  firm,  for  in  his  look  Defiance  lours. 

He  scarce  had  ended,  when  those  two  approacHM, 
\nd  brief  related  whom  they  brought,  where  found, 
How  busied,  in  what  form  and  posture  couched.  876 

To  whom  with  stem  regard  thus  Gabriel  spake. 
Wliy  hast  thou,  Satan,  broke  the  bounds  prescribed 
Fo  thy  transgressions,  and  disturb'd  the  charge 
Df  others,  who  approve  not  to  transgress         880 
Sy  thy  example,  but  have  power  and  right 
To  <picstion  thy  bold  entrance  on  this  place ; 
Employ'd  it  seems  to  violate  sleep,  and  those 
Whose  dwelling  God  bath  planted  here  in  bliss  ? 

To  whom  thus  Satan  with  contemptuous  brow  : 
Gabriel,  thou  had&t  in  Heav'n  th'  esteem  of  wisc,8  8  6 
And  such  J  held  thee ;  but  this  question  ask'd 
Puts  me  in  doubt.  Live&therewV\o\c)\c%V\%\»iv^''^ 
Wbo  would  not,  /indingway»btc3k\w»tllt]|TcAV^ 
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And  boUly  vcotuiefto  frfmeverplice  •  -  {d 
Fartheit  fiwm  pain^  whtte  tboo  migfatllt  j» 
Tonnent  with  cate,  ind  semsfC 'fec9mpeM8<' 
Doli  with  delig^  wkidi  m  fhb  place  I  mm 
To  tbee'no  teuon,  wlw  *kBOw*tt  011I7  good^'i 
But  eyil  lum  not  try'd-i  tnd  irilt  ol^ct  "'' 
His  will  who  bound  «•?  tet  lum  fdftir  bar 
His  iron  gutes,  if  he  intends  our  stay 
In,  that  dtfk.durance :  thus  much  what  wm  ■ 
The  rest  is  true,  they  found  me  wheie  they  say  | 
But  that  implies  not  violence  or  harm. 

Thus  he  in  scorn.     The  warlike  angel  mc 
Disdainfully  half  smiling  thus  r^lyM  t 
O  loss  of  one  in  Heav*n  to  judge  of  wise,  * 
Since  Satan  fell,  whom  folly  overthfew. 
And  now  returns  him  from  his  prison  'scapM 
Gravely  in  doubt  whether  to  hold  them  wise 
Or  not,  who  ask  what  boldness  brought  him  1 
Unlicensed  from  his  bounds  in  Hell  prescrib'^ 
So  wise  he  judges  it  to  fly  from  pain 
However,  and  to  'scape  his  punishment. 
So  judge  thou  still,  presumptuous,  till  the  wi 
Which  thou  incurr'st  by  flying,  meet  thy  flig 
Sevenfold,  and  scourge  that  wisdom  back  to  i 
Which  taught  thee  yet  no  better,  that  no  pain 
Can  equal  anger  infinite  provok'd. 
Bat  wherefore  thou  alone  ?  >KYvete^ott  'Hfith  t 
Came  not  all  Hell  broke  loos<i^  "v&  ^^va  xa  • 
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IS  to  be  fled  P  or  thou  tban  they 
leiidiiic?  coungeoritChieft       9M 
Bight  from  pain,  hadit  thon  alfc^d  ^ 
ied  hoiithis  cnue  o£  flight, 
Badit  not  come  lole  fugitive*  . 
the  Fiend  thus  antucr'dfinownifligatcnit 
zu  endure,,  or  shrink  from  piin,    98^ 
eU  well  thou  know'st  I  stood 
when  in  battle  to  thy  aid 
vollied  thunder  made  all  s|peod« 
d  thy  else  not  dreaded  spear. 
words  at  random,  »  befen^         930 
^experience  what  behoves 
Mays  and  ill  successes  past . 
ladcr,  not  to  hasafd  all 
ys  of  danger  by  himself  nntry'd :. 
I  alone  first  undertook  995 

:  desolate  abyss,  and  gpy 
eated  world,  whereof  in  Hell 
silent,  here  in  hope  to  find 
:,  and  my  afflicted  powers, 
re  on  earth,  or  in  asid  ahr  I  940 

possession  put  to  try  once  move 
and  thy  gay  legions  dare  against  s 
er  business  were  to  serve  their  Lvrd 
Elcav'n,  with  songs  to  b3rinn  his  throne, 
'd  distances  to  cringe,  not  fi^t*     942 
a  the  wanior  angel  soon  leply'd. 
fttrait  unsay,  pret^m^  Ittsit 
pais,  profcsiing  ncii^OiMt  i»y{\ 
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Argurs  no  leader  biic  a  liar  trac'd, 
Skiiaii,  and  couldii  ihou  faithful  add  P 
O  Hcred  name  of  ^thfulncsi  proloi 
Faiibful  to  whomF  lo  Ay  rebellioul 
Army  of  ficiuli,  fit  bod/  10  fit  hud 
Wat  thn  youf  diicipline  and  bith  c 
Your  militarj'  obedieoM,  to  dinolvE 
Allcgianec  to  tb'  acknowledg'd  Paw 
And  thou,  sly  hypocrite,  who  now  ' 
Falcon  of  libeity,  who  more  ihan  th 
Once  fawn'd,  and  ciinj^'d,  and  tervil 
Heav'n's  awfal  Monarch  P  wherefofeb 
I'o  dispossess  him,  and  ihysetf  to  te 
But  mark  what  I  anecd  thee  now,  J 
Fly  thither  whence  thou  Oedst;  if  fi 
Within  these  hallow'd  timiti  thou  a 
Back  to  th'  infernal  pit  I  drag  thee  < 
And  seal  thee  so,  as  henceforth  not 
The  facil  gates  of  Hclt  loo  slightly 

So  threaten'^  hc)  but  Satan  to  ni 
Cave  heed,  but  waxing  more  in  rage 

Then  when  1  am  thy  captive  talk  < 
Proud  limitary  cherub,  bat  ere  then 
Far  heavier  load  thyself  expect  to  fe 
From  my  prevailing  arm,  though  H< 
Ride  on  thy  wings,  and  ibou  with  t) 
U&'dtothe  yoke,  draw 'st  his  triumphal 
In  progress  through  the  road  of  Hca 

While  thus  he  spake,  tW  atigAvt  i. 
Turn'ii  ticry  red,  sharp'nvn^m  moc 
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^ir  phalanx,  and  began  to  hem  him  round 
th  ported  spears,  as  thick  as  when  a  field  980 
Ceres  ripe  for  harvest  waving  bends 
r  bearded  grove  of  ears,  which  way  the  wind 
lys  them ;  the  careful  ploughman  doubting  stands, 
;t  on  the  threshing  floor  his  hopeful  sheaves 
ve  chaff.     On  t'other  side  Satan  alarm'd  985 
lecting  all  his  might  dilated  stood, 
e  Teneriff  or  Atlas  unremov'd  : 
.  stature  reach'd  the  sky,  and  on  his  crest 
Horror  plum'd;  nor  wanted  in  his  grasp  989 
hat  seem'd  both  spear  and  shield :  now  dreadful 
§ht  have  ensu'd,  nor  only  Paradise  [deeds 

:his  commotion,  but  the  starry  cope 
Heav'n  perhaps,  or  all  the  elements 
least  had  gone  to  wrack,  disturbed  and  torn 
xh  violence  of  this  conflict,  had  not  soon   99 it 
'  Eternal  to  prevent  such  horrid  fray 
og  forth  in  heav'n  his  golden  scales,  yet  seen 
ii^ixt  Astfea  and  the  Scorpion  sign, 
lercin  all  things  created  first  he  wcigh'd, 
:  pendulous  round  earth  with  balanc'd  air  1000 
rounterpoise,  now  ponders  all  events, 
.les  and  realms :  in  these  he  put  two  weights 
:  sequel  each  of  parting  and  of  fight ; 
;  latter  quick  up  flew,  and  kick'd  the  beam  ; 
lich  Gabriel  spying,thus bespake  the  Fiend.  1 005 
atani  know  thy  strength,  and  thou  know'st  miucs 
thcr  our  own  but  giv'n ;  "wVi^il  fc\Vj  ^Jtvtti 
toast  what  arms  can  do?  %iiicc  xSoAtvt  tvo  tcvqx^ 
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Than  H»v  'q  penniu,  nar  mine,  ihoogMix 
TotmnpletbecMfflure:  ferpraoflwki 
And  read  thy  lot  m  yon  cdettial  ugn, 
WhenAcm  vtvd^'d,  and ibown howl 
If  thou  reuit.  The  Fiend  look'd  np,  v 
HiiaioiiniedKaleiJoft:  nor  more ;  bat  I 
lilnnn'rin^  tod  wiOi  faim  fled  the  ihtdN 
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BOOK  V. 

(C(e  SCcsnnunt. 

ipjHroached,  Eve  relates  to  Adam  her  troaMetome 
,  he  likes  it  not,  yet  comforts  her:  thcj  come  forth  to 
sf  labors:  their  morning  hymn  at  the  door  of  tbeir 
Ood  to  render  man  inexcusable  sends  Baidiael  to 
A  him  of  his  obedience,  of  his  firee  estate,  of  hM  enemy 
hand,  wbo  he  is,  and  why  bis  enemy,  and  wbateTer  ebtf 
ail  Adam  to  know.  Raphael  comes  down  to  Paradise, 
earaoce  described,  bis  coming  discerned  by  Adam  afar 
ng  at  the  door  of  his  bower ;  he  goes  out  to  meet  him, 
tiioi  to  his  lodge,  entertains  him  with  the  choicest  froia 
dise  got  together  by  Evej  their  discourse  at  table;  Ra- 
lerforms  his  message,  minds  Adam  of  his  state  and  of  lii» 
i  rebtes  at  Adam's  request  who  that  enemy  is,  and  how 
le  to  be  so,  beginning  from  his  first  revolt  in  heaven, 
:  occasion  thereof;  how  he  drew  his  legions  after  him 
larts  of  the  North,  and  there  incited  them  to  rebel  with 
•rsuading  all  but  only  Abdiel  a  seraph^  who  in  argument 
les  and  opposes  him,  then  forsakes  him.      • 

Morn  her  rosy  steps  in  th*  eastern  clime 
ring,  sow'd  the  Earth  with  orient  pearl, 
Adam  wak'd,  so  custom'd,  for  his  sleep 
;ry  light  from  pure  digestion  hred, 
inp'rate  vapors  bland»  which  th'  only  sound  5 
ires  and  fuming  rills,  Aurora's  ian, 
f  dispersed,  and  the  shrill  matin  song 
ds  on  every  bough ;  so  much  the  more 
mder  was  to  find  unwaken'd  Eve 
lesses  discompos'd,  and  ^Vomi'vci^  Oaft£^  V^ 
wgh  im^uict  rest:  he  oa Vtt&  %\^ 


My  .fairest,  my  upous'd,  my  lateit  (i 
Hcav'ii'i  last  best  gift,  my  ever  new  < 
Awake :  the  muming  shines,  and  the  I 
Calls  us;  wc  lose  the  prime,  to  mar 
Our  tended  pknti,  how  blowi  the  cil 
Whit  drop)  the  myrrii,  ind  whM'lbc 
How  Nature  painu  her  coloit,  bow 
Sits  on  the  bloom  extraciing  liquid  r 

Such  whiip'ringwak'd  her,  but  witi 
On  Adam,  whom  embracing,  tbui  ili 

O  Sole  in  whom  my  tfaoughti  Em! 
My  glory,  my  perfection,  glid  I  tte 
Thy  face,  and  mom  relum'd;  for  1  1 
(Such  night  till  this  I  never  paw'd)  ) 
If  dTcam'd,  not  as  I  oft  am  wont,  of 
Works  of  day  pau'd,  or  mcurow*!  M 
But  of  ofiencc  and  trouble,  which  ni) 
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d  the  moon,  and  with  more  pleating  light 
sett  off  the  face  of  things,  in  vain, 
egard ;  Heav'n  vakes  with  all  hit  eyes, 
y  behold  but  thee,  Nature's  desire  ?      45 

sight  all  things  joy,  with  ravishment 

by  thy  beauty  still  to  gaze, 
at  thy  call,  but  found  thee  not ; 
hee  I  directed  then  my  walk ; 
nethought,  alone  I  pass'd  through  ways  60 
ight  me  on  a  sudden  to  the  trc 
icted  knowledge :  fair  it  seem'd, 
rcr  to  my  fancy  than  by  day : 

wond'ring  look'd,  beside  it  stood 
'd  and  wing*d  like  one  of  those  from  Heav'n 

seen  ;  his  dewy  locks  distilled  56 

I ;  on  that  tree  he  also  gaz'd ; 
air  plant,  said  he,  with  fruit  surchargM, 
3ne  to  case  thy  load  and  taste  thy  sweet, 
,  nor  Man?  is  knowledge  so  dcspis'd  ?  60 
,  or  what  reserve  forbids  to  taste  P" 
ho  will,  none  shall  from  me  with-hold 
ly  offer'd  good,  why  else  set  here  ? 
,  he  paus'd  not/  but  with  vent'rous  arm 
.'d,  he  tasted ;  me  damp  horror  chill'd  65 
x)ld  words  vouch'd  with  a  deed  so  bold : 
lus  overjoy'd,  O  fruit  divine, 
thyself,  but  much  more  sweet  thus  cropf, 
1  here,  it  seems,  as  only  fit 

yet  abk  to  make  gods  of  men  ••  '"i^. 

not  gods  of  men,  littce  good,  t\\c  tsioi^ 
X  2 


tti 
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Communicated  mote  abundsni  grows 
The  Auihof  not  impairM,  but  honoi 
Here,  Inppy  creature,  iair  ai^lic  E' 
Paitakc  tbou  altoj  li»ppy  though  di 
Happier  ihoa  inay'it  be,  worthier  cai 
Taitc  thii,  and  be  henceforth  atoaog 
Thyielf  a  goddew,  not  to  earth  conE 
But  lometimei  in  the  air,  u  we,  loiii 
Atcend  to  Heav'n,  by  merit  thioe,  ft 
What  life  the  god*  live  there,  and  ii 
So  >apng,  he  drew  nigh,  and  to  me 
Ev'n  to  my  mouth  of  that  tame  fniil 
Which  he  had  pluck'd ;  the  plcauul 
So  quicken'd  appetite,  that  I,  methoi 
Could  not  but  taite.  Forthwith  up 
With  him  I  flew,  and  undctnealh  bt 
The  earth  outitrcich'd  immense,  a  pi 
And  various  ;  wond'iing  al  oiy  flighl 
To  thii  high  eialtalSon  ;  suddenly 
My  guide  was  gone,  and  I,  methough 
Aod  fbll  asleep;  but  O  bow  glad  I 
To  find  this  but  a  dieam  I  Thus  Evr 
Rclaled,  and  thus  Adam  answer'd  sai 
Best  image  of  myseU  and  dearer  t 
The  trouble  of  thy  thoughts  this  oig] 
Affects  me  equally ;  nor  can  I  like 
I'his  uncooth  dream,  of  evil  sprung 
Yet  evil  whence  ?  in  thee  can  harbo 
CrcRied  pure.  But  know  that  in  ili 
^/c  many  lesici  faculties,  that  k.di 
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ts  chief;  among  tbcse  F»icy  nex€ 

e  holds;  of  all  external  things, 

he  five  watchful  senses  represent, 

J  imaginations,  aery  shape»,  105 

leason  joining  or  disjoining,  frames 

:  we*  affirm  or  what  deny,  and  call 

wledge  or  opinion  ;  then  retires 

private  cell  when  Nature  rests. 

rr  absence  mimic  Fancy  wakes  110 

te  her ;  but  misjoining  shapes, 

>rks  produces  oft,  aifd  most  in  dreams, 

ling  words  and  deeds  long  past  or  late.' 

:h  resemblances  methinks  I  find 

ast  evening's  talk,  in  this  thy  dream,   115 

addition  strange  ;  yet  be  not  sad. 
>  the  mind  of  God  or  man 
3e  and  go,  so  unapproved,  and  leave 
or  blame  behind :  which  gives  me  hope 
at  in  sleep  thou  didst  abhor  to  dream,  120 
thou  never  wilt  consent  to  do. 
ishearten'd  then,  nor  cloud  those  looks, 
nt  to  be  more  cheerful  and  serene, 
en  fair  Morning  first  smiles  on  the  world ; 
us  to  our  fresh  employments  rise         125  > 
:he  groves,  the  fountains,  and  the  flowers 
!n  now  their  choicest  bosom'd  smells, 

from  night,  and  kept  for  thee  in  store. 
:erM  he  his  fair  spouse,  and  she  was  chccrM, 
t]y  a  gentle  tear  let  fall  V^^ 

rer  eye,  4|id  wip'd  ihem  w\tVi\«.^  W\^  \ 
X  3 
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Two  other  precious  dropi  that  vead3r  atoody 
Each  in  their  cryital.  sluice,  he  ere  they  fell 
XissM,  as  the  gracious  sigos  of  sweet  remon 
And  pious  awe,  that  fear'd  to  have  offendec 

So  all  was  clear'd,  and  to  the  field  they  \ 
But  first,  from  under  shady  arbo'roas  roof 
Spon  as  they  forth  were  come  to  open  sighi 
Of  day-spring,  and  the  sun,  who  scarce  up 
With  wheels  yet  hovering  o'er  the  oceaii  hni 
Shot  parallel  to  the  earth  his  dewy  ray, 
Discovering  in  wide  landscape  all  the  east 
Of  Paradise  and  Eden's  happy  plains. 
Lowly  they  bowM  adoring,  and  began 
Their  orisons,  each  morning  duly  paid 
In  various  style ;  for  neither  various  style 
Nor  holy  rapture  wanted  they  to  praise 
Their  Maker,  in  fit  strains  pronounced  or  si 
Unmeditated,  such  prompt  eloquence 
Flow'd  from  their  lips,  in  prose  or  numerou 
More  tuneable  than  needed  lute  or  harp 
Vo  add  more  sweetness;  and  they  thus  beg 

These  are  thy  glorious  works,  Parent  of 
Almighty  !  thine  this  universal  frame. 
Thus  wondrous  fair;  thyself  how  w^ondrous 
Unspealuble,  who  sitst  above  these  heav'ns 
To  us  invisible,  or  dimly  seen 
In  these  thy  lowest  works ;  yet  tbe^e  declai 
Thy  goodness  beyond  thought,  and  power  i, 
Speak  ye  who  best  can  tcU,  ^e  sotvs  of  Li^l 
Angels;   (qt  yc  behold  him,  ?ivd  Vv\^  ^Qtkj 
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nd  choral  fymphonief,  day  without  nightt 

rcle  hit  throne  rejoicing ;  ye  in  Heav'n, 

n  Earth  join  all  ye  creatures  to  extol 

im  first,  htm  last,  him  midtty  and  without  end.  165 

irett  of  Stars,  last  in  the  train  of  Ni^ht, 

better  thou  belong  not  to  the  dawn, 

.re  pledge  of  day,  that  crown'st  the  smiling  Morn 

^th  thy  bright  circlet,  praise  him  in  thy  sphere, 

Hiile  day  arises,  that  sweet  hour  of  prime.    170 

lou  Sun,  of  this  great  world  both  eye  and  soul, 

cknowledge  him  diy  greater,  sound  his  praise 

thy  eternal  course,  both  when  thou  climb*st, 
nd  when  high  noon  hast  gain'd,  and  when  thou 
feirst,  174 

oon,  that  now  meet'st  the  orient  sun,  now  fly*st 
^ith  the  fix'd  stars,  lix'd  in  their  orb  that  flie$, 
ad  ye  five  other  wand'ring  fires  that  move 

mystic  dance  not  without  song,  resound 
is  praise,  who  out  of  darkness  callM  up  light. 
ir,  and  ye  Elements,  the  eldest  birth  180 

f  NatlUe's  womb,  that  in  quaternion  run 
rrpetual  circle,  multiform,  and  mix 
nd  nourish  all  things ;  let  your  ceaseless  change 
ary  to  our  great  Maker  still  new  praise, 
e  Mists  and  Exhalations  that  now  rise  185 

rom  hill  or  steaming  lake,  dusky  or  gray, 
ill  the  sun  paint  your  fleecy  ^kirts  with  gold, 
1  honor  to  the  world's  great  Author  nse, 
/bether  to  deck  with  cloudy  the  mtmcoVvl^^  ^^^^ 
rwct  tlif  thirsty  earth  with  UVV\d^^\»«%A^^ 


Ribing  or  falling  still  advance  his  praise. 
His  praise  ye  Winds,"  that  fiom  foar  quarte 
Breathe  .soft  or  laud ;  and  wave  your  topi,  j 
With  every  plailt,  in  sign  nf  worship  wav 
Fountaiju,  and  ye  ihac  wai^le  as  ye  flow 
Melodious  murmurs,  warbling  tune  fail  pr 
Join  voices  all  ye  living  Souls :  ye  Bird), 
That  singing  up  to  lieaven  gate  ascend. 
Bear  on  your  wings  and  in  yournotcs  his 
Ye  that  in  waleis  glide,  and  ye  ihat  walk 
The  earth,  and  stately  Ircad,  or  lowly  crei 
Witness  if  I  be  silent,  mom  or  even. 
To  hill  or  valley,  fbuniain,  or  fresh  shade 
Made  vocal  by  my  song,  and  taught  his  pi 
Hail,  universal  Lord!  be  bounteous  still 
To  give  us  only  good ;  and  if  the  night 
Have  galhcr'd  aught  of  evil  or  conceal'd. 
Disperse  it,  as  now  light  dispels  the  dark. 
So  pray'd  they  iimocent,  and  10  their  I 
Yirjn  peace  reco^  tr'd  soon  and  wonted  call 
Oil  to  their  morning's  rural  work  ihey  has 
Among  sweet  dews  and  flow'rs  ;  where  an 
Of  fruit-lriTS  over-woody  leach'd  too  fat 
Tiieir  pamper'd  boughs,  and  needed  hands 
Fruitless  embraces ;  or  ihey  led  the  vine 
I'o  wed  her  elm ;  shi^  spous'd  about  him 
Her  marriageable  arms,  and  with  her  brinj 
Her  dnw'r  ih'  adopted  clusters,  to  adorn 
Nis  barren  leaves.  Them  ^\vv\s  em.^Xo'f  4. 
WSih  pity  Heav'n's  liig^  Kins,  ^"*  '^'^  ^ 
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he  lodable  sIn*ri^  that  dkica'4       Ml 
uridi  TobiaSy  tnd  tecQf'd 
|e  yithtfcciw'i»iiimi  mimM  iwiil  .  r  > 
li,iiidhpi,tlHttiie«t*atwfail«ir«ij(iitlt , 
HeU-^ajafTd  duoy^  die  dwkpQvt  |i|lf  ; 
i  in  PafiMiie»  and  bow  diitiirbN^.     $96  ; 
the  bnmn  ^iry  liow  be  c^iigpt . . 
once  to  ruin  ill  Mankind*    • 
•e,  half  this  day  at  friend  ivith  friend 
rith  Adain«  in  idiat  bow*r  or  thade  980  ■ 
tt  htaa  fitoin  die  heat  of  noon  jM^d»; 
his  ^-labor  widi  fepast,     . 
:pose;  and  such  disoNSiae  biiqg  01^  . 
vise  bin  of  his  ba^y  state, 
in  bis  power  left  free  to  wlUt         $Zi  . 
own  free  will,  bb  will  tbon^  fiee» 
le;  whence  warn  him  to  beinife 
not  too  secure :  tell. him  withal 
V  and  from  whom ;  what  eaemyft 
lumself  from  Heav'n,  is  plotting  now 
r  others  from  like  state  of  bliss;      Sil 
e  ?  no,  frir  that  shall  be  withstgodj 
eit  and  lies ;  this  let  him  knowt 
ily  transgKssing  be  pietend 
inadmanish'd,  unfiBcewani!d«         ,  845.  : 
t  th'  eternal  Fad^r^  and.frdfiird 
:  .nor  deby'd  the  winged  saint 
baige  received ;  btttfrm  amo^g 
:el^tial  Ardoi^  where  he  stood     %%^ 


On  cWlt^^-lriM  fn^tig,  n  hb  ^mcm^MM'M 
TKrcM^  M  A' em^ea  ntS;  ^miUf 
Of  Hert^  •mrM,  the  g«e  settfc(tei(*dNHi 

Oft  g«lde(v  tiinges  lunrin^,  Si  by  liUrk  ''\  •■ 
Divine  ibe  Sovtan  Architect  brf fiWaWJ' -' 
From  hence  no  cloud,  or,  to  obst^tct^^'d 
Sur  inteTpos'd,  howevct  innll  he  lebi,  '  ■■-' 
Mot  DncOTiferm  to  other  shining  ghbet,'" 
Ednhind  the  ^rden  oF God,  with  cedars  tn) 
Above  all  hills.    At  when  by  i^bl  the  gla 
Of  Galileo,  less  atsDr'd,  oWrves 
Imagio'd  laads  and  regions  in  the  moon: 
Of  pilot,  from  amidst  the  Cycladei 
Selas  or  Santos  Erst  appearing,  kens 
A  cloudy  spot.     Down  thithoi'  proite  in  i!i 
He  speeds,  and  through  the  vast  ethereal  sV 
Sails  between  worlds  and  worlds,  with  sledd 
Now  on  the  polar  winds,  then  v-ith  quick  ' 
WtnuDwt  the  buxom  air;  tiilviihin  loar 
Of  toc'rnw  eaulei.  to'  all  the  fowls  he  tea 
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1  hill  Mm  jmAtlugb*  with  do^  '^ 

4))M»4jytifi.Heiiiv'As  tte  tIM.lkkftBCi  * 
i^d  Ap«  «lfl«v  jbiel  vitfc  JMboM  nwlv^ 
actiiPd.9i».  like  A4iiiafi  ton  beAbod»iS5 
iMipk  Uf  plynitt,lh»t  {MaMr'nly  iriyiBoe  fill'd 
invi^jMior  SmitkMr  hiataUiJic  Wnis 
gelt  iwAw«itdiga}Ml*>  fail  mne,' 
fi  )>ii  immgt  hi^  m  bopor^jic  j; :  .    -489 

Iflinerinf  teati  I^  fiMt'xif  wd  aok  it  t'^pse 
he  blittful  field,  through  groveupf  myrrhs 
iMf'fiAg  odof'i  caMiiai  naoi,  jMid  bfelm  ; 
dei9Mfi  of  swioeti;  forNatpre  hqn 
Qo'd  at  ia  her  piikne,  and  play'd  >at  witt  S9  ^ 
\spBL  fioMietf  pomiog  fbxth  moieiweec, 
«hoye  nile  «r  ait;  caonamit Hittk 
through  the  tpicy  Ibictt  imwaxdcolnc 
I  discernUI,  at  io  <the  door  he  tain- ' 
I  cool  hower,  adbile  DOir  the  Boonted  nA 
kvwB  direa  hit  fervid 'ni3rtta«afldk        901 
't  inaoott  ifonbt  novc  trangLlh  lhaar;^dain 
£ve  vnthki^  due  at  her  hour  prepared  ■  [needs : 
inner  tavory  frnitt«  of  tatte  «>  piaaie      "' 
appetite,  andnot  lUsrelifh  thint     ■  805 

xtt'iooi  drauj^ita  bcjtween,  fron  uuliiy  ttwhin, 
or  gnpe:  to  whom  thnt  Adam  call'd* 
tie  hither  Eve,  and  vocth  diy  ti^V>MSh!(Aji 
udtmoBg  choae  treet,  iriufcfjknmt^bw^ 
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Comeithiiwaj'motiq^i  Mcmi  ■notliqr  v 

Rit'n  oonuAnoatu  r .fc.i.  ....*.. 

To  ui  pcffeif*  be  hri 
Tbit  dty  to  be  onr  gnat. 
And  wb«  tbf  WMH  ooatoiB 

Ourbuf'dfiinBgcri  wellwiM^iAi 
Our  ipTCH  dtttr  <nn  gifi^  ad  lagi  ha 

From  Urge  bettow'd,  vfaw  HHMi«aW 
Her  fertile  grawib,  ad  bf  di 
More  &uitfiil,  vfaicb  nM» 
To  whom  Aat  Eve. 

Of  God  iiupe'd,  ihhI)  ito 
All  Kwnu,  ripe  for  nie  hup  oa  tbe  ttt 
Save  what  by  frugal  icoriug  bmUKH  ^in 
To  nouiiib,  md  lupcrfiwnii  moix  contna 
But  I  vilHiute,  and  from  eachboogh  n 
£ich  plant  indjuidcst  gawd,  will  pluckK 
To  cntcruin  air  ingel  gue«i  u  he 
Beholding  ihil)  codcu,  that  here  oo  can 
God  haxfa  dispeni'd  hit  bouniiei  ■■  in  hts*' 
So  caying,  with  diipilchfiil  looki  in  hi 
She  tuiu,  on  faoipinblc  tbooghu  iMcnt 
What  choice  to  chuie  for  delicacy  bat, 
What  order,  M  c«atTiv*d  at  not  to  muc 
Taitci,  not  well  joia'd,  inelegwu,  bat  bri 
Taste  altertatte  upheld  with  kindliat  cb 
Bestin  her  then,  and  fiotn  ckK  ttndm  ic 
WJtatcTer  EanbalL-bcwp^tuiAKi  ijii^ 


'ook  K.  PARADISE    LOST.  !?57 

(1  India  East  or  West,  or  middle  shore 
(1  Pontus  or  the  Punic  coast,  or  where  340 

Acinous  reign'd,  fruit  of  all  kinds,  in  coat 
Lough  or  smooth  rin'd,  or  heardcd  husk,  or  shell, 
he  gathers,  tribute  large,  and  on  the  board 
liea|A  with  unsparing  hand ;  for  drink  the  grape    . 
he  crushes,  inoffensive  must,  and  ineaths        349 
rom  many  a  berry',  and  from  sweet  kernels  press'd 
he  tempers  dulcet  creams,  nor  these  to  hold 
Vanu  her  fit  vessels  pure,  then  strain's  the  ground 
Vith  rose  and  odors  from  the  shrub  unfum*d. 

Mean  while  our  primitive  great  Sire«  to  meet  3^50 
[is  god-like  guest,  walks  forth,  without  more  train 
Lccompanied  than  with  his  own  complete 
'erfections ;  in  himself  was  all  his  state, 
lore  solemn  than  the  tedious  pomp  that  waits 
)n  princes,  when  their  rich  retinue  long         35  j 
)f  horses  led,  and  grooms  besmear'd  with  gold, 
)azzles  the  crowd,  and  sets  them  all  a-gapc. 
fearer  bis  presence  Adam  though  not  aw'd, 
et  with  submiss  approach  and  reverence  meek, 
kS  to'  a  superior  nature,  bowing  low,  360 

'bus  said.     Native  of  Heav'n  \  for  other  place 
[one  can  than  Heav'n  such  glorious  shape  contain ; 
incc  by  descending  from  the  thrones  above, 
'hose  happy  places  thou  hast  deign'd  a  while 
'o  want,  and  honor  these,  vouchsafe  with  us      365 
'wo'  only,  who  yet  by  sovr<m  gift  possess 
*jiis  spacious  ground,  in  ^'ondcr  shdd^  \kONS<it 
9  rest,  and  what  the  garden  choiceu\>t^\^ 

M(tTO^\        VOL.    I.  Y 
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To  sii  and  Utte,  till  thii  n 

Be  over,  and  tbe  tun  noce  coo)  decline. 

Whom  tlnu  ih'iiigelicVitMeaanm*^ 
Adam,  I  tfacMbfc  ctme,  nar  srt  ihMi  «•! 
Croted,  or  Mick  place  luK  facK  M  tod^ 
^1  nutjr  not  oft  mitt,  ilug^  ■P>'^  *>f-J 
To  viMt  thcei  le^oatfaoivkeMdqrliM* 
O'cnhadM  i  foi  tlieM  midJwwri^  till  cvooi 
I  have  It  will.  So  to  the  (ylviB  todge 
They  cimc,  tlut  like  Po«Ma^  arbor  mil 
With  Sow'icti  deck'dand  bifnat  Maalkf 
Undcck'd  nve  with  henel^  more  lowdrA 
Thin  wood^iytoph,  or  the  ftkcft  godden 
Of  three  that  in  HooDt  Ida  aajwd  ttrmt 
t^tood  to'  entertua  ber  gue«t  bom  Heav'n 
She  Deeded,  Viitne-proof  i  no  thongju  iufi 
Atier'd  her  cheek.  Oo  whom  the  angel  li 
Beiiow'd,  tbe  holy  latutuion  ui'd  ^ 
Long  aftcf  tt>  bletiMarVi  (eonMt  Eve.. 

Kiil,  Mother  of  lOi^dnd  1  wbow  fruitl 
Shall  ail  t}ie  world  Uor^ifiiimeroat  with  tl 
Than  wiihibcKvatiaiu  fruits  the  treeaof  G 
Have  beip'd  thii  table.  Rais'd  of  giany 
Their  tabic  vut  and  aurny  leau  bad  toaii 
And  pn  her  ample  iquaie  from  aide  to  (id 
All  Autumn  pil'd,  though  SpiJDg  and  AtUi 
Danc'd  band  in  hand.  .A  while  diicoune  tb 
No  Sat  leu  dinner  coot  i  when  thui  bega; 
Our  Author,  Hcav'itly  nnn^i,  fleue 
TJxse  bouades,  wlucb  out  ttgun^W^ib 
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lerfett  good,  unmeasurM  out,  descends, 
s  for  food  and  for  delight  hath  caus'd       400 
sarth  to  yield ;  unsavory  food  perhaps 
>iritual  natures ;  only  this  I  know, 
one  celestial  Father  gives  to  all. 
» whom  the  angel.     Therefore  what  he  gives 
3se  praise  be  ever  sung)  to  man  in  part   403 
ual,  may  of  purest  spi'rits  be  found 
ngratefol  food :  and  food  alike  those  pure 
igential  substances  require, 
»th  your  rational ;  and  both  contain 
in  them  every  lower  faculty  4 1  (^ 

nse,  whereby  they  hear,  see,  smell,  touch, 
ig  concoct,  digest,  assimilate,  [taste, 

:orporeal  to  incorporeal  turn, 
now,  whatever  was  created,  needs 
:  sustain'd  and  fed ;  of  elements  415 

;rosser  feeds  the  purer,  earth  the  sea, . 
and  the  sea  feed  air,  the  air  those  fir^s 
:al,  and  as  lowest  hrst  the  moon ; 
ice  in  her  visage  round  those  spots,  unpurgM 
irs  not  yet  into  her  substance  tum'd.       4^0 
oth  the  moon  no  nourishment  exhale 
her  moist  continent  to  higher  orbs, 
m,  that  light  imparts  to  all,  receives 
all  his  alimental  recompense 
ntd  exhalations,  and  at  even  425 

fith  the  ocean.    Though  in  Heaven  the  trees 
e  amb/osiaJ  fruitage  bear,  andVinei 
€cur}  thoiifja  from  off  the  bou|^  eacXi  ts^tw 

Y  2 


And  to  their  vtandi  tel  I ;  nor  tcenung 
I'he  angel,  nor  in  milt,  the  coimnon  ] 
Of  Theologiantj  but  with  keen  iups 
or  real  hunger,  and  concoctivc  heal 
To  tiaciiubiiaiiiiaie  t  what  redoundf,  t 
Through  ipi'ctn  with  cue;  nor  wond 
or  looiy  coal  ih*  empirrc  atchemiit 
.  Can  turn,  or  holda  it  pouible  to  CDm 
Metalt  of  iroislrtt  ore  to  perfect  gplt 
A>  from  the  mine.  Mcin  while  U  t 
Miniiicr'd  naked,  and  iheir  (lotuing  c 
With  plcaaant  liquon  erown'd  i  O  im 
Deserving  Parsdiie  I  if  ever,  then, 
Then  had  the  loni  of  God  excuse  to' 
Enamoi'd  at  that  light;  but  in  Aok 
Love  utilibidinnu)  reign'd,  nor  jealoui 
Was  undeniood,  the  injur'd  lonr^  1 
Thu9  whtn  wiik  meat)  and  diinki 
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iccedcd  human,  and  hii  waiy  ipcccb 

101  \o  ih'  empyreal  miniiici  he  fram'd.         460 

;  Inbabuani  wlih  God,  now  know  I  well 
iUf  (avor,  in  thU  honoi  done  to  man, 
indcr  whose  lowly  roof  thou  hati  vouchsaf 'd 
fD  enter,  and  lliese  eanbly  fruits  lo  laiie, 
bod  not  of  angels,  ycl  accepted  so,  465 

If  diat  more  willingly  ihou  couldic  not  iizctn 
l(Hcav*n'ihigh  feasts  to'  have  fed:  yet  what  coin> 
To  whom  itic  winged  hictarch  reply'd.    [piue? 
~  im,  one  Almighty  is,  from  whom 
111  things  proceed,  aiidup  lo  him  return,        470 
I  not  deprav'dfiom  good,  created  all 
BKh  to  pcrfcclion,  one  first  mailer  all, 
'Indued  with  various  forms,  various  degrees 
Of  (ubslance,  and  in  things  that  live,  of  life  ; 

>re  rcfin'd,  more  ipiiitoui,  and  puie,      475 
rer  to  him  plac'd  or  nearer  tending 
'bch  in  their  several  active  spheres  aisigii'd, 
'Till  body  up  to  spirit  work,  in  bounds 

iponion'd  to  each  kind.     So  from  the  root 
rinp  lighter  the  green  stalk,   from  ihcncc   the 
leaves  480 

nits  odorous  bieaihes:    Quwers  and  their  fruit, 
in's  nourishment,  by  gradual  tcale  suhlim'd, 
O  vital  spi'iils  aspire,  to  animal, 
I  intelleeiual ;  give  both  life  and  tense,         ^5 
'incy  and  undemanding ;  whence  the  soul 
^caioa  reccivci,  and  reason  is  hci  \icinSn 


If  I  tcfeie  Mik  bnt'coimic,  m-^mS 
To   proper  subttance:   ume   xnmf 

With  angeb  tnty  participite,  and  li 
No  ^traovenfent  ^m,  nor  tab  it^b 
Aad ftom  iliili  I  iii|iiinlii«ililliiriil 
Your  bodie*  may  at  Uk  nhi  'ilk'lk\ 
Imptov'd  bf  tnctof  tfaMi'iitdivlljii 
Ethereil,  u  we,  or  may  it  duAei- 
Hera  or  io  bcn'iAj  puwfiiet  dMAlj 
If  ye  be  ibhiKi  <AMiait,  akid  MMul' 
UiMlienMy  fino  fin  love  cAUr,  - 
'WftoK-progeny  ydn  ai^e. . '  MeA  Irt 
Yoar  fill  what  bi^oeti  tlni  hfiff 
Can  cmnprebendi  incapable^  oif  mm 
To  wbom-  the  I^march  of  hfaaki 
O  faroiablc  Spi'riti  prophim^  6tie 
Well  ba« thou  laugbt  theway  that  n 
Oar  kDowledgc,  ind  ihc  tcale  of  Ni 
From  centre  (o  circumference  wheret 
Id  coMemplaiion  of  created  tliKigi 
Bf  itep*  we  may  iieend  to  God,  I 
Wbat  meant  ibat  catition  joki'd,  If 'j 
Ol^icDt  ?  Can  we  want  obe^encc  ' 
To  him,  or  poaubly  hii  I<m«  desert. 
Who  ibim'd  w  from  dK  Amm,  «c& 
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» the  utmost  measure  of  what  hliss 

1  desires  can  seek  or  apprehend  ? 

whom  the  angel :  Son  of  Heav'n  and  Earth, 

;  That  thou  ait  happy,  owe  to  God ;  590 

liou  continuest  such,  owe  to 'thyself, 

i,  to  thy  obedience ;  therein  stand. 

ras  that  caution  giv'n  thee ;  be  advis'd. 

lade  thee  perfect,  not  immutable ; 

x)d  he  made  thee,  but  to  persevere         525 

t  it  in  thy  power ;  ordainM  thy  will 

are  free,  not  over-nil'd  by  fate 

cable,  or  strict  necessity  : 

3luntary  service  he  requires, 

ir  necessitated ;  such  with  him  530 

lo  acceptance,  nor  can  find ;  for  how 

arts,  not  free,  be  try'd  whether  they  serve 

ig  or  no,  who  will  but  what  they  must 

tiny,  and  can  no  other  chnse  ? 

*  and  all  th*  angelic  host,  that  stand        535 

It  of  God  enthron'd,  our  happy  state 

as  you  yours^  while  our  obedience  holds  : 

ler  surety  none  ;  freely  we  serve, 

;e  we  freely  love,  as  in  our  "will 

'c  or  not ;  in  this  we  s^nd  or  fall :       540 

}mc  are  falPn,  to  disobedience  fallen, 

3  from  Heav'n  to  deepest  Hell ;  O  fall 

what  hi^  state  of  bliss  into  what  woe  ! 

whom  our  great  Progenitor.     Thy  words 

ive,  and  with  more  delighted  cai,  tiV^ 

Instructor^  1  have  heard,  t\i^l  vAica 
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Cherubic  songi  by  niglit  from  oeig 
Aerial  music  lend :  nor  knew  I  a 
To  be  both  wilt  and  deed  created 
Yd  that  we  scier  thill  forget  to 
Out  \Uktt,  tai  dticf  him  whotci 
SiDgle  u  yet  to  juH|  my  conMint 
Ainu'd  tot',  and  ttill  utiire :  th 

tclt'it 
Htih  pau'd  in  Heav'ii,  lome  djoubt 
But  note  deiirc  to  bear,  if  thou  t 
Tbe  full  relaiioQ,  which  mtut  ncc 
Worthy  of  ucTcd  Silence  to  be  bi 
And  we  have  yet  large  day,  Cor  ki 
Huh  finiih'd  half  hii  jonniey',  u 
Hii  Mhcr  half  in  the  greatzone  a 

Tbui  Adam  made  requeit ;  am 
After  thort  pause  assenting,  thus  I 

Higfi  mailer  thou  iiijoin'sl  m 

Sad  task  and  hard :  for  how  thall 
To  haman  seme  tli'  invisible  expl 
Of  warring  spiriu?  howwithoul 
The  niin  of  so  many  glorious  one 
And  peifect  while  they  stood?  ho 
The  secrets  of  another  world,  perl 
Not  lawful  (o  reveal  ?  yet  for  thy 
This  is  diipens'd ;  and  what  surmi 
Of  human  sense,  I  shall  delineati 
Sy  iiieoing  spiriluai  to  co(5ota\  t 
As  may  fjcpivss  ihein  best  v  '^^o'^' 
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shadow'  of  Heav'n,  and  things  therein 
ber  like,  more  than  on-c;^h  is  thought  ? 
hit  world  was  not,  and  Chaos  wild 
ere  these  Heav'ns  now  roll,  where  Earth 
:ntre  pois'd ;  when  on  a  day     [now  rests 
though  in  eternity,  apply'd  A80 

measures  all  things  durable 

past,  and  future)  on  such  day 
s  great  year  brings  forth,  th*  empyreal 
»y  imperial  summons  calPd,  [host 

e  before  th*  Almighty's  throne       585 
tirom  all  the  ends  of  Heav'n  appeared 
r  hierarchs  in  orders  bright : 
nd  thousand  ensigns  high  ^vanc'd, 
nd  gonfalons  *twixt  van  and  rear 
he  air,  and  for  distinction  serve       §9Q 
hies,  of  orders,  and  degreies ; 

glittering  tissues  bear  imblaz'd 
orials,  acts  of  zeal  and  love 
minent.     Thus  when  in  orbs 
.nexpressible  they  stood,  595 

orb,  the  Father  infinite, 
n  bliss  imbosom'd  sat  the  Son, 
from  a  flaming  mount,  whose  top 
had  made  invisible,  thus  spake. 

ye  angels,  progeny  of  Light,  600 

Dominations,     Princedoms,     Virtues, 
wers, 

ecrce,  which  unrevbk'd  ibalV  %\%cA% 
bMvc  kegot  whopci  1  decWe 
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My  only  Son«  aod  on  this  holy  hill  -      '  V! 

Him  have  tDoiniedt  whom  ye  qow  bcboU  ttl- 1^ 
At  my  right  hand;  yoorbeid  I  hiiii  appoiaci  1^ 
And  by  myaelf  have  swora  to  idm  sfaill  btnr :'  ^  tt 
All  knees  in  Heav'a,  ^  shall  cocfest  him  htd^  .|^ 
Under  his  great  Ytce-geivmieigRdhMle  < 
United  as  one  tndividiial  fool  "  €lt 

For  ever  happy :  hinn  who  dbobeyty  }f 

Me  disobeys,  breaks  aoioa,  and  that  iaif         r  ^ 
Cast  out  from  God  and  bkssed  vision,  611a 
Into  utter  darkness,  deep  ingulf 'd,  his  place 
Ordain*d  without  redemption,  without  end.    611 

So  spake  th'  Omnipotent,  and  with  his 
All  seem*d  well  pleasM ;  all  seem'd,  hut  vei« 
That  day,  as  other  solemn  days,  they  spent     [ill*' 
In  song  and  dance  about  the  Sacred  Hill ; 
Mystical  dance,  which  yonder  starry  sphere  *  690 
Of  planets  and  of  fix*d  in  all  her  wheels 
Resembles  nearest,  mazes  intricate, 
Eccentric,  interv'olv'd,  yet  regular 
Then  most,  when  most  irregular  they  aeem  ; 
And  in  their  motions  Harmony  divine  6ftS 

So  smooths  her  charming  tones,  that  God's  own  or 
Listens  delighted.     Evening  now  approach*d 
(For  we  have  also'  our  evening  and  our  momy 
We  ours  for  change  delectable,  not  need) 
Forthwith  from  dance  lo  sweet  repast  they  turn  630 
Desirous ;  all  in  circles  as  they  stood, 
Tables  are  set,  and  on  a  sxiddtn  ^\Vd 
With  aDgeh*  food,  and  ru\>\cd  lu^cvu  ^ohi^ 
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jitsrl,  in  divnonil,  ui({  many  gold,  634 

it  of  delicious  vines,  the  gtowlb  of  Hcjv'n. 

Bow'nccpos'd,  and  with  fccihflow'rcTlfiovti'd, 
ey  m,  they  diiok,  and  in  communion  iv^ctl 
■ff  iEnnioiulily  and  Joy,  lecure 

lurfeil  where  full  measure  only  liouads 
Kn,  before  ih'  all-bounteous  King,  whoihonci'd 
jib  copioiu  hand,  rcjoiciog  in  their  joy.       Gtl 
iw  when  ainliroiial  Nighcwith  clouds  exhsl'd 
im  that  high  mount  of  Cod,  whence  ligbl  and 

ring  both,  ihcfacreof  bTighleil  hcav'nbad  clijng'd 
■  grateful  tuilighi  (jur  night  comci  uot  there 
darker  veil)  and  roieat  dews  diipoi'd  6'if) 

I  but  ih'  unsleeping  eyes  of  God  to  relt ; 

all  tlie  plain,  and  wider  far 
la  all  this  glubom  eirlb  in  plain  ouupread, 
ich  are  the  courts  of  God)  tli'  angelic  throng, 
^rs'd  in  bandi  and  Rles,  their  camp  extend 
living  streams  among  (ha  ircci  of  Life, 
'lions  numberless,  and  sudden  rear'd, 
ilial  tahenuclcs,  where  they  slvpl  634 

'd  wtib  cool  winds;  save  those  who  in  their 
ioui  hymns  about  the  lovian  throne  [I:ou^a'^ 
ite  all  night  loi^ :  but  not  so  wak  d 
lO  call  bim  now,  his  former  name 
kard  no  more  in  Heav'n  ;  be  of  the  firsi. 

the  first  afch-ingel,  grcM  in  power,       660 
ar  and  prjecmintnce,  yet  fraught 
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Monoi'd  bv  Ui  gnat  Fi^  ^itMtWRM  "^ '' 
Mcsnah  KiwAiiilited,  could  noi  bcur  661 

Throogh  ptiie  Art  liglii.  andihoughiliiinKlf  in- 
Deep  ndke  thence  conrdvingand  djidain,  [puVd. 
Soon  u  midDigbt  btmthi  on  ihc  dusky  hour 
Fiiendlie«  to ileepwiff  silence,  heresolT'd 
Wiffa  all  hit  k^ou  to  dislodge,  and  leave 
Unwonhipt,  iuMibeyl4  the  thrnne  wprcme      6"tl 
Contempniou*,  and  hh  next  suboidinacc 
Awlfcening,  thui  to  bim  In  teem  tpile. 

Sleep'st  ihou,  Companion  dear;  whit  ilen  ea 
Thy  eyc-lidi?  and  remcmbcr'n  what  decree' [cIm 
Of  yesterday,  lo  late  hatfa  pasi^d  the  lipi  ^' 
Of  Heav'n'*  Almighty,  Thou  to  me  t^' 
Wast  wont,  T  mine  to  thcc  wai  wont  t 
Rolh  waking  we  vcre  one  ;  how  then 
I'hy  sleep  dissent  f  New  laws  thou  sent  impoi'ili 
New  laws  from  him  who  reigns,  new  nuDdmu* 
raiie  -     BH 

In  us  who  seiTc,  new  counsels,  to  debate 
What  daublful  may  ensue :  mote  in  this,  pliei! ' 
To  utii^r  is  not  safe.     Assemble  thou 
OF  all  those  myriads  which  w^  lead  the  chirf;     . 
Tell  them  that  by  command,  ere  yet  dim  Kgkt 
Hei  shadowy  cloud  withdraws,  I  am  ta'hMtc, 
And  ail  who  under  me  their  banner*  wave, 
Homeward  with  flying  march  where  we  poNCIi 
7'be  quarters  of  the  North ;  there  to  piepue 

Fi'i  entertainment  to  recewe  o>ii  iynv%  *«! 

The  great  Meuiah,  and  V\im!*c<™n«Kt*»-i    ■ 
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Who  sjMfidily  Ahvougk  all  the  hiemdiMe 
Ifitendft^Mi  fmk$mmfkmtf,md  give  km. 

So  spake  the  hhtb  acob^mgd^  mi  iilbf'd 
Sl4  ioAKMfffitfl  tb^  UBtrnmcf  htemk    -■  695 

<>f  Im  Wi«B9ft04  ]« iQgBiher  calls, 
•Orseveffd  one  Ifyanctiboicgeiitpowcriy 
Undek'  btm  icgntl  tdls,  at  V  was  taught. 
That  the  Moat  Hi^  oawiiaiMUiig,  vow  creNi^ht, 
MOfw  ete.«iia:Mi8^t:hMkdiB«ctuaW'4  Hea^'n, 
X)ie  great  hknordMiLsindafdiiai  10  aovt;     701 
TelU  ite  snggpaied  eaaae,  «a4  oam  between 
.^^gibigiMHtfrtwyls  and  jeidonsics,  to  <oimi4 
Or  taint  mtcgppft.'hmt  all  dbey'd 
^Ok  npiiirnd.signdy  aad auftribr  voice  705 

Of  their  great  Potentate ;  for  great  indeed 
Hit  aamc^aodhig^  mu  his  degree  it^Hieav'n; 
His  count'MBce^  as  the  monuag  star  that  guides 
The  starcjr  flock,  allur'd  them,  and  with  lies 
Jtew  aiiia  hii^  the  Uiixd  pan  of  Hea^Vs  host.  7 1 1) 
Mean  while  th^ete^lal  Ejre,  whose ii|^  discerns 
Abstruscst  thoughts,  Mm  Ibith  his<holy  mount 
And  from  iwithia  the  g(ddfen.laiBps  that  hani 
Nighties  hefoac  him,  saw  wkhout  their  light 
(Kehelli6n  rising,  saw  in  whom,  how  ^MPead    715 
Among  the  sons  of  Mom, .  what  mnltitndes 
Were  banded  to  oppose  his  high  decrees  } 
And  smiling,  to  his  oplf  Son  thus  s^d* 

Son,  thoo  in  whoa-tt^r^oiy  I  beboM 
Jh.ful]  reijaieodeiiGe^'heir  of  all  my  mi^i^    *\^^ 
Mstf^7  h  oo«f.-eniicerat.iii».%Qi.\)e  «m' 
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Of  our  ttmaipotEiKc,  and  with  wliatanu 

We  mean  to  hold  what  anciently  wc  claim         ' 

OE  dicrjr  01  empire ;  luch  a  foe 

li  rising,  who  inlcaili  to'  creci  hit  throne       ift 

Equal  to  oun,  throaghout  the  spacioul  UtuAi  ' 

Noi  ioeootcnt,  hathinhis thought'io  try    '-   ''' 

In  battel,  what  oiu  piiwer  ii,  or  oat  li^it.    '     ' 

Let  us  adviiC,  and  to  thii  hiurd  dmr  '         '   ''• 

Wilh  ipecd  what  force  ii  lelt,  and  all  employ  TlO 

la  our  defence,  leit  unavrarei  wc  lose 

Thii  our  high  place,  our  sanctuary,  our  hill. 

I'o  whom  the  Sou  with  calm  aspect  and  cleitr 
Ligl.iiiing  divine,  inc9iit>le,  tereiK,  ■ 

Made  answer.  Mighty  Father,  thou  thy  fg^  Ijj 
5usil)-  halt  in  deiiiion,  and  secure 
Laugh'st  at  their  vain  deiigni  and  tumult)  vaii^ 
Matter  to  me  of  glory,  whom  their  hate 
Illiistiaies,  when  they  act  all  regal  powet 
Giv'n  me  to  quell  their  pride,  and  io  event      tVi 
Know  whether  I  be  dextroui  to  iubdue 
Thy  rebeli,  or  be  found  the  wont  in  Heav'n. 

So  spake  the.  Son  ;  but,  Satan  with  bis  powen 
Far  wai  advanc'd  on  winged  speed,  an  boit 
Innumeiablc  as  the  itan  of  night,  tti 

Or  si^iri  of  morniog,  dew-drops,  which  the  uui    ' 
Impcarlt  on  ever^  leaf  and  every  flower. 
Regions  they  pass'd,  the  mighty  regecKiet 
Of  Seraphim  and  Poteniatei  and  Thrvoet 
in  theie  triple  degicei  I  >c^\cnit  to  v^wb         1 K 
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lan  vhat  this  garden  is  to  all  the  earth, 

id  all  the  sea,  from  one  entire  glohose 

rctch'd  into  longitude  \  uhich  having  pais'd 

t  length  into  the  limits  of  the  North  ,  755 

ley  came,  and  Satan  to  his  royal  seat 

igh  on  a  hill,  for  blazing,  as  a  mount 

nis'd  on  a  mount,  with  pyramids  and*  towers 

om  diamond  quarries  hewn,  and  rocks  of  gold  ; 

he  palace  of  great  Lucifer,  (so  call  760 

hat  structure  in  the  dialect  of  men 

terpreted}  which  not  long  after,  he 

Fccting  all  equality  with  God, 

\.  imitation  of  that  mount  whereon 

fessiah  was  declarM  in  sight  of  Heav*n,  765 

he  Mountain  of  the  Congregation  call'd ; 

or  thither  he  assembled  all  his  train. 

retending  so  commanded  to  consult 

ibout  the  great  reception  of  their  King, 

'hiihcr  to  come,  and  with  calumnious  art        770 

)f  counterfeited  truth  thus  held  their  ears. 

Thrones,   Dominations,    Princedoms,   Virtues, 
f  these  magnific  titles  yet  remain  [Powers, 

"Jot  merely  titubr,  since  by  decree 
Another  now  hath  to  himself  ingross'd  775. 

Vll  power,  and  us  eclips*d,  under  the  name 
Df  King  Anointed,  for  whom  all  this  haste 
!)r  midnight  march,  and  hurried  meeting  here, 
rhls'only  to  consult  how  ire  may  best 
^'ith  what  may  be  devis*d  of  honots  iitvi        'V^^ 
Icceivc  him  coming  to  receive  from  Mi 

z  2 
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Knee-tribute  yet  nhpiid,  proithUioii  vlfe. 
Too  much  to  one,  bat  dcmMe  how'  cnduiM 
To  one  and  to  his  image  now  proclaimM  ? 
But  what  if  better  ^oantels  might  erect  781 

Our  minds,  and  teach  at  to  cast  off  this  ydkef 
Will  ye  submit  your  hecks,  and  chuse  ttf  beai' 
The  supple  knee  ?  ye  will  not,  if  I  trust 
Tt)  know  ye  right,  or  if  ye  know  ybunelves 
Natives  axid  sons  of  Heav*n  possess'd  beJbre    791 
By  none,  and  if  not  equal  all,  yet  free. 
Equally  free ;  for  orders  and  degrees 
Jar  not  with  liberty,  but  well  consist. 
Who  can  in  reason  then  or  right  assume 
Monarchy,  over  such  as  live  by  right  79S 

His  equals,  if  in  power  and  splendor  less, 
In  freedom  equal  ?  or  can  introduce 
Law  and  edict  on  us,  who  without  law 
£rr  not?  much  less  for  this  to  be  our  Lord, 
And  look  for  adoration  to  th*  abuse  SM 

Of  those  imperial  titles,  which  assert 
Our  being  ordain*d  to  govern,  not  to  serve. 

Thus  far  bis  bold  discourse  without  control 
Had  audience,  when  among  the  seraphim 
Abdiel,  than  whom  none  with  more  zeal  ador'd  805 
The  Deity',  and  divine  commands  obey'd, 
Stood  up,  and  in  a  flame  of  zeal  severe 
The  current  of  his  fury  thus  oppos'd. 

O  argument  blasphemous,  false  and  proud  1 
'Words  whicli  no  ear  ever  to  hear  in  Heav'n   81" 
Expected,  least  oC  aWitom  v\vtt^Vv!^\R.> 
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lyself  fo  high  above  rby  peers, 
with  impious  obloquy  condemn 
ecree  of  God,  pronoimc'd  ifld  cwofiH 
I  only  Son  by  right  endued  •  815 

I  sceptic,  every  soul  in  Heav'n 
the  knee,  and  in  that  honor  doe 
n  right(iil  King  ?  Unjust,  thott  say^ 
ist,  to  bind  with  laws  the  free, 
over  equals  to  let  reign,  820 

ill  with  onsucceeded  power, 
give  law  to  God,  shah  thou  dispute 
the  points  of  liberty,  who  inidii . 
t  thou  art,  and  ibrai'd  the  pow'rs  of 
:av'n  tS4 

pleas'd,  and  circumscribed  their  being? 
serience  taught  we  knew  how  good, 
r  good  and  of  our  dignity 
rdent  he  is,  havf  far  from  thought 
IS  less,  bent  rather  to  exalt 
state  under  one  head  more  near      8 3D 
But  ro  grant  it  thee  unjust, 
i  over  equals  monarch  reign t 
ongh  great  and  glorious  dost  tboii  Cdont, 
rlic  nature  jotn'd  in  one, 
im  begotten  Son  P  by  v^m  €^5 

Word  the  mighty  Father  made 
I,  ev*n   thee:    and  all  the  spi'rits  of 
:ated  in  their  bright  degrees,      [Heav'n 
lem  ti'ith  gloity',  aiKl  to  tVieir  ^i^  tvvBcC^ 
ywiii^tioas,  prixic«doiiis,v\ttttft%tY^>«^^^^ 
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EsscmUl  powen ;  nor  by  hit  reign  o1»nti4,  61     ^ 
Bui  more  iliiiiirioui  made:  lincc  he  (he  bud 
Ooe  o[  our  aumbet  thiu  reduc'd  bccomEs; 
His  laws  QUI  lawi :  ^1  honoi  lo  him  done 
Reiurqi  our  own.   Ccuc  then  ihii  iinpinu  npi 
And  tempt  not  theie ;  but  hasten  to  ippcue   Bli 
Th'  inccofcd  (itber,  and  th'  incensed  Sna, 
While  pardon  may  be  fmlncl  in  time  bcMMlgtt. 

So  spake  (be  fervent  angel ;  but  bit  «ca1 
None  lecondcd, M out  of  scajon  jndg'd,  W' 

Or  lingular  and  rash,  whereat  rcjoic'd 
Th'  Apoitue,  and  more  h  augfaiy  thui  reply'd- 

That  we  were  tona'd t hen say'sc  thou?  and  tb: 
Of  secondary  hands,  by  task  traniferr'd         [woit 
From  Father  to  hit  iion?  airange  point  and  ncwl 
DucciiQe  which  we  would  know  Vrtiencc  ioatit 
who  saw  Ut 

When  this  creation  was  7  remcmber'st  tboa 
Thy  making,  while  the  Maker  ^ve  thee  bcingf 
We  know  no  time  wheo  we  wercnot  uoow;  ' 
Know  none  before  us,  telf-begoC,  aelf-rais'd    Ml 
By  our  own  t|uick'ning  power,  wfaeo  h.tai  CoiaB 
Had  circled  hit  full  orb,  ibe  birth  mature 
Of  this  out  native  Heav'n,  ethereal  ions. 
Our  puisHOce  is  our  own ;  our  own  right  band 
Shall  teach  ui  Jiighett  deeds,  by  proof  to  tiy    UJ 
Who  is  out  equal :  then  tfaou  ahalt  behold 
Wlicthcr  by  supplication  we  intend 
Addre^,  and  to  begin  liv'  iVmv^IWf  throne  ' 

Beseeching  or  bci'w^t^.    t^a*  wy**^ 
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carry" to  th'  anointed  King ;  870 

vil  intercept  thy  flight. 

idas  the  aound  of  waters  deep 

ur  echo'd  to  his  words  applause 

nfinite  host ;  nor  less  for  that 

eraph  fearless,  though  alone        875 

ound  with  foes,  thus  answei'd  hold* 

:  from  God,  O  Spi'rtt  accurs'd» 

.1  good ;  I  see  thy  h\\ 

ad  thy  hapless  crew  involv'd 

>us  fraud,  contagion  spread         880 

rime  and  punisbmeut :  henceforth 

roubled  how  to  quit  the  yoke 

ssiah^  those  indulgent  laws 

low  vouchsafed ;  other  ^crecs 

ire  gone  forth  without  recal ;       885 

ccptrc,  which  thou  didst  reject, 

n  rod  to  bruise  and  break 

nee.     Well  thou  didst  ^vlse, 

y  advice  or  threats  I  fly 

tents  devoted,  lest  the  wrath         890 

iging  into  sudden  flame 

>t:  for  soon  expect  to  feel 

)n  thy  head,  devouring  fire. 

ated  thee  lamenting  learn, 

n  uncreate  thee  thou  shalt  know.  895 

le  seraph  Abdiel  faithful  found 

lithless,  fiiithfiil  only  he  s 

lera^Je  false,  unmov'd, 

cduc'df  umerrify'd 


27« 


E    lOtti 


Mn  loyalty  h«  kept,  b'n  l«v^%l>Mtlf 
Nor  number,  noresuip1«  tritbMili 
To  iwervefrtMn  irutli,  or  tha^  hi» 
Though  (ingle.  FroOi  unidM  (iMMi  I 
Long  vmy  ibiou^  hostile  icora,  ^Aiel 
Supernr,  nor  or  violence  fear'd  ttt^ 
An4  with  iFtoncd  scora  hi)  baci:  h« 
Oa  tboiefreudtovren  to  swift  4eNn 
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BOOK  VI. 
^U  Kwimtnu 

Raphael  continues  to  relate  how  Michael  and  Gabriel  were  sent 
toith  to  battle  against  Satan  and  his  angels.  The  fiist  A^ht 
described :  Satan  and  his  powers  retire  under  night :  he  calls 
a  a)uncil,  invents  devilish  engines,  which  in  the  second  day's 
light  put  Michael  and  his  Angels  to  some  disorder;  but  they 
at  length  pulling  up  mountains  overwhelmed  buih  the  force 
and  machines  of  Satan  :  yet  the  tumult  not  so  ending,  God  on 
the  thirvi  day  sends  Messiah  hisSon,  for  whom  he  had  reserved 
the  glory  of  that  victory :  he,  in  the  power  of  his  Father, 
coming  lo  the  place,  and  causing  all  his  legions  to  stand  stiU 
on  either  side,  with  his  chariot  and  thunder  driving  into  the 
mi  1st  of  his  enemies,  pursues  them,  unable  to  resist,  towards 
the  wall  of  Heaven ;  wnich  opening,  the^*  leap  down  with  her* 
ror  and  lonfusion  into  the  place  of  punishment  prepared  for 
them  in  the  deep:  Messiah  returns  with  triumpn  to  his  Fa- 
ther. 

-All  nrght  the  drcadless  Angel  unpursued 
Through  Heay'n's  wide  champaign  held  his  way; 

-  till  Morn, 
WakM  by  the  circling  Hours,  with  rosy  hand 
Unbarr'd  the  gates  of  Light.  There  is  a  cave 
Within  the  moiint  of  God,  fast  by  his  throne, 
Where  light  and  darkness  in  perpetual  round 
Lodge  and  dislodge  by  turns,  which  makes  through 
Grateful  vicissitude,  like  day  and  night;    [Heav*n 
Light  issues  forth,  and  at  the  other  door 
Obsequious  Darkness  enters,  till  Vicr  V\OMi  \^ 
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To  veil  tho  Hesveot  thoq^  ^atkaem  Aat  HJ^ 

.  well 
Seem  twilight  here :  and  now  went  fiMth  the  llMI 
Such  as  in  highest  Heav'n,  aiiiy'd  in  gold 
Empyreal :  from  hcfore  hervaiuah*d  Ni^ht^ 
Shot  through  with  orient  beama !  when  lU  the  fUl 
Covcr'd  with  thick  embattled  iqindiooi  brig|rt|    ' 
Chariots  and  flaming  arma,  and  fiery  ateedi 
Reflecting  blaze  on  blaze,  first  met  hia  view  t 
War  he  perceiv'd,  war  in  procincty  and  fimd 
Already  known  what  he  for  news  liad  thooglbt  M 
To  have  reported :  gladly  then  he  mix'd 
Among  tho$e  friendly  powers,  who  him  rectiv'd 
With  joy  and  acclamations  loud,  that  one. 
That  of  so  many  myriads,  fall'n,  yet  one 
ReturnM  not  lost :  on  to  the  Sacred  Hill 
They  led  him  high  applauded,  and  present 
Before  the  seat  supreme :  from  whence  a  voice 
From  midst  a  golden  cloud  thus  mild  was  hcari; 
Servant  of  God,  well  done,  well  hast  thoa  kn^ 
The  better  fight,  who  single  hast  maintained     M 
Against  revolted  multitudes  the  cause 
Of  truth,  in  word  mightier  than  they  in  arni) 
And  for  the  testimony'  of  truth  hast  borne 
Universal  reproach,  far  worse  to  bear 
Than  violence;  for  this  was  all  thy  care 
I'o  stand  approved  in  sight  of  God,  though  WmUi 
JudgM  thee  perverse :  the  easier  conquest  now 
Kcniains  thee,  aided  by  this  host  of  friends, 
Buck  on  thy  foes  mote  ^o\\Qi^\  v;)  i^Ns^xtk. 
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hiB  tcon^d  thon  didit  depart,  and  to  aabdae    40 
f  feice, 'wlip  renon  {or  tbdr  Ixir  fcl^e» 
S[pit  fciiOD  nv  'ute/t  uEify  md  for  ujak*  bd^ 
Janaht  who  by  ri^  of  merit  reiptt. 
0^  lUchad,  of  celestial  amies  prince, 
■d  tihon  in  adlitnypfowess  next 
ifcricl,  kid  forth,  to  iMttk  tli^  my  font 
ivlqahle^  lead  fciifdi  my  armed  Saints 
f  thowandt  lad  hj  millions  nagd  for  fi||)bi, 
ind  in  mimhier  to  that  C^dlesi  crev 
didlkMu;  Ana  With  lire  and  iiestile  aims      &d 
mUsd  assanlt^  and  to  thehrow  of  Heav*n 
ssningi  drife  t&em  out  fiom  God  sbdlHst 
to  their  place  of  pmnshmuenti^tliie  golf ' 
f  Tartamsy  which  ready  opens  wide 
it  fiery  Qiaos  to  receive  their  fidl. 
So  spake' the  Sovereign  Voice,  andcldads  began 
>  darken  all  the  hill,  and  smolEe  to  roll 
dndcy  wreathes,  reluctant  flames,  the  sigh 
f  Wradi  awiJcTd,  nor  with  less  dmd  the  loud 
heseal  tnmi^  from  on  high  *gan  blow:       60 
t  wUch  command  the  powers  militant, 
sat  stood  for  Heav'n,  in  mighty  quadrate  jmn'd 
f  union  irresistible,  mov'd  on 
silence  their  brij^tlegpoos,  to  the  sounil 
f  instrumental  harmony,  that  breaih*d 
cfoic  ardof  to  adven^root  deeds 
ader  theb  God-like  leaders,  in  the  canae 
fGod  and  hit  Messiah.    On  they  mn^ 

Ji2 


Nor  Jtrait'nmg  vak,  iior  wood, 
Their  pcrftcl  tanks  ;  for  hl%h  , 
Thcit  msich  was,  and  the  pm\' 
Their  nimble  tread  ;  3S  wLieii  ll 
Of  birds,  in  orderly  array  on  v;i 
Came  sumnjonM  over  EdCD  la  ■ 
Their  namfs  of  ttiee  ;  ia  over 
Of  Hcav'n  ihcy  maich'd,  and  m 
Tenfold  ihe  length  of  this  Icrrc 
Far  in  ih'  horijon  to  ihe  north  i 
FroiTi  skirt  to  skirt  a  fiery  rc^o 
In  hatlailoul  aspect,  and  nearer 
Bri^itlcd  with  upright  beams  iclc 
OF  rigid  sfesn,  atid  helmets  tbr 
Viiiiiii,  with  boastful  argumpnl 
The  handed  powers  of  Saian  hat 
With  fu.iousvupedilion;  for  tl 
That  self-same  day  by  fight,  or  (■ 
To  win  ihe  mount  of  Gad,  and 
To  Kt  the  cnvicr  of  his  state,  rl 
Aspircr,  but  their  thoughts  prov 
Id  the  mid-way  :  though  i^ttangi 
At  first,  that  AngeUhould  wl.l 
And  in  fierce  hosting  meet,  wh 
>So  oft  in  feui^als  cf  joy  and  lot 


Ui 
Hym 


isufoi 


g  lb'  eitrnal  Father: 
e  now  hegan,  and  rush 
■Ofonsizt  ended  won  e=c\.  ■,^;>^ 
JJrgli  in  the  midst,  i.j.l\u:i  * 


-  gf=» 


toi^VL 
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Th'  Apostate  in  his  sun-bright  chariot  sat,       100 
Idol  of  nujet^  divikie/iiictas'd  « 

"V^idi  flnunig  chdrobiiA  uid  golden  shields ; 
Tim  lighted  from  jUs  gorgeous  thrcmey  for  now 
*Twuct  hoit  ind  host  hot  nanow  space,  was  le(t| 
IL  dreadnil  intenraly  and  front',  to  front 
Picsemcd  stood  ia^rrible  amy 
Of  hideous  lei^ :'  befote  thte  cloudy  van, 
On  die  rongh  edge  of  batde  ere  ir  join'd, 
Satan  with  wi  «ad  han^ty  strides  advanc'd 
Came  tow'ring*  aim'd  in  adamant  and  gold :    110 
Ahdiel  ^lat  s^^  endui'd  not,  where  he  stood 
AmoB^  the  s^ghttcst,  bent  on  highest  deeds. 
And  drat  his  own  undannted  heart  explores : 

O  Hcacv'n  I  that  snch  resemblance  of  the  Highest 
Should  yet  remain,  where  frith  and  reilty 
Remain  not:  wherefore  shotlld  not  strength  and  might 
There  frol  where  Virtue  fails,  or  wealtest  prove 
Where  boldest,  thooj^  tb  sight  unconquerable  ? 
His  pmssaooe,  tiixsting  in  th*  Almi^ty*s  aid, 
I  nuan  to  trv^  whose  reason  I  have  try'd         120 
Unsound  ana  frlse;  nor  is  it  anght  but  just, 
Th*t  ho'  who  in  debate  of  tnlth  hath  won. 
Should  win  in  arms,  in  both  disputes  alike 
Victor;  thou^pi  brutish  diat  tbnt^st  and  foul. 
When  ttason  hath  to  do  with  force,  yet  so 
Most  reason  i^that  reason  overcome.. 

So  pondering,  and  from  his  armed  peers 
Forth  stepping  opporite,  half  way  he  met 
Hif  4mjgJoc,  at  thh  preytouoa  tcu(it% 
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IncensM,  and  thus  securely  him  defy'd:  130 

Proud,  art  thou  met  ?  thy  hope  was  to  ha\t  itachM 
The  height  of  thy  aspiring  uiioppos*d, 
The  throi«c  of  God  unguarded,  and  his  side 
Ahandoi^'d  at  the  ti-.rror  of  thy  power 
Or  potent  tonpuc:  fool,  rot  to  think  how  vain 
Ajr.iipst  ih'  Omuipoteiit  to  rise  in  am^s; 
WI}0  out  of  srr.Hiicst  things  could  without  end 
PInvtt  rais'd  inccs.snuc  armies  to  defeat 
Thv  folly;   or  with  sol'tnry  hand 
Rcavln.',;  beyond  ;jH  limit,  a:  one  blow  HO 

Unriiltd  tjoalcl  l.avc  i^KisljM  th'jc,  and  whilui'd 
1'hv  Icjiii^us  una^i  ciHiki.r.ss :    l»ut  ihou  sccst 
All  arc  i.ot  oi  thv    r.iij;   there  be  who  faith 
Prefer,  ijiul  pit;ty  to  Gjij,  {hoii;>h  then 
To  tliire  not  visible,  wlicn  I  alone 
Sccm'd  in  thy  wciid  eiioneous  to  dissent 
Frr^m  dli :  my  ^'^'C*  thou  sccst;  now  learn,  tooUc, 
PIov\f  few  sometimes  mav  know,  when  thousand* err. 
Whor^i  ihc  grand  foe,  with  scornful  eve  askancff 
Thus  answcr'd :  111  for  thee,  hut  in  wishM  hour  1 J^^ 
Of  my  revenge,  fiist  sought  for  thou  rctunrst 
From  flight,  seditious  Angel,  to  receive 
Thy  merited  reward,  the  first  assay 
Of  this  right  hand  provok'd,  since  fint  thationj* 
Inspir'd  with  coiuradiciion  durst  oppose 
A  third  part  of  the  Cods,  in  synod  met 
Their  deities  to  assert,  \\ho,  while  they  feci 
Vigour  divit\c  \s'iiV\"u\  \Vvc.vc\,  cau  allow 
Omnipotence  to  uonc.    Vkviv  vit^X  ^w.  ^vsi«- 
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J  fellows,  ambitious  to  win  ]  60 

some  plume,  that  thy  success  may  show 
m  to  the  rest :  this  pause  between 
r*d  lest  thou  boast)  to  let  thee  know  ; 
thought  that  Liberty  and  Hcav'n 
ily  souls  had  been  all  one  ;  but  now 
most  ihrougli  sloth  had  raihcr  serve, 
;  spi'rits,'  traiii'd  up  in  feast  and  song  ; 
thou  arm'd,  the  minstrelsy  of  Heav'n, 
vith  freedom  to  contend,  169 

heir  deeds  compar'd  this  day  shall  prove. 
Dm  in  brief  thus  Abdlel  stern  reply'd: 
still  thou  err'st,  nor  end  wilt  find 
,  from  the  patli  of  truth  remote: 
thou  deprav'st  it  with  the  name 
ide,  to  serve  whom  God  ordains, 
e  :   God  and  Nature  bid  the  same, 
who  rules  is  worthiest,  and  excels 
om  he  governs.     This  is  servitude, 
th*  unwise,  or  him  who  hath  rebelled 
is  worthier,  as  thine  now  serve  thcp,  1 80 
ot  free,  but  to  thyself  inthrallM ; 
y  dar'st  our  ministring  upbraid. 
>u  in  Hell,  thy  kingdom  ;  let  mc  ^x\^ 
I  God,  ever  blest,  and  his  divine 
bey,  worthiest  to  be  obey'd ; 
s  in  Hell,  not  realms  expect;  mean  while 
returned,  as  erst  thou  saidst,  from  flight, 
ing  on  thy  impious  crest  tectvie, 
ng,  a  noble  stroke  he  Vitied  \C\^^ 


li  rAtApiif  L9AT,         m  ^  i 

Which  hung  ooc,  hut  ip  twift  wic|i  le^aj^Ul  19|  | 
On  tbeprood  cittt  of  Satmy  dntnbadit^  j  I 
Nor  motion  of  swift  tfaooglit,  Ie»  mild  hb^ificl)'! 
Such  ruin  intercept :  ten  fmcu^yhi^  .   | 

He  back  recoil*di )  the  tenth  on  beiuM  kKe  .1 
His  masty^ipew  «pttay*ds  Mifcn-cafth.  j 

Winds  under  ground^  or  ^mUsn  forcing  mf      ■  1 
Sidelong  had  push'd  a  mmimatn  from,  his  seiS    .  .*  1 
Half  sunk  widi  all  his.  pines*     AmaaeMtettiMS)  .1 
The  rebel  thrones,  but 'greater  rage  to  see  ■ 
Thus  foiPd  their  mightiest:  oursjoyfill'dyanddisaty 
Presage  of  victory,  and  fierce  desire  SOI 

Of  battle :  vhereat  Michael  bid  sound 
Th*  arch-aogel  trumpet ;  through  the  vast  of  Hdn^ 
It  sounded,  and  the  faithful  armies  nu^ 
Hosanna  k>  the  High'cst:  nor  stood  at  gate,    ^ 
The  adverse  lemons,  nor  less  hideous  jdm*d 
The  horrid  shock :  npw  storming  fury  rose. 
And  clamor  such  as  heard  in  Heav'n  till  now 
Was  never ;  arms  on  armor  clashing  bray*d 
Horrible  discord,  and  the  madding  wheels       210 
Of  bracen  chariots  rag*d ;  dire  was  the  noise 
Of  conflict ;  over  bead  the  dismal  hiss 
Of  fiery  darts  in  flaming  volltes  flew, 
And  flying  vaulted  either  host  with  fire. 
So  under  fiery  cope  together  rush'd 
Both  battles  main,  with  ruinous  assault 
And  inextinguishable  rage ;  all  Heav*n 
Resounded,  and  had  Earth  been  then,  all  Earth 
Had  to  her  cenlte  ^YiooV*    \^\a^.  'v^tcts^^  m^Wa 


'  firc-encount'iii^  Angels  fought     S3 
iide,  ihe  Ica^t  of  whom  could  wield 
iL-nlt,  and  arm  him  with  the  force 


t  tegio 


<t  army  aumbcrlcst  (o  raise 
inibiitlion  warring,  and  disturb, 
't  deitroy,  thi:ir  bappy  native  scat; 
'ciernal  King  omnipoient 
trong  hold  of  Ilcav'n  high  ovcr-ml'd 
tl  their  might;  though  number'd  such 
vided  legion  might  have 
II  host,  in  strength  each  armed  hand 
led  in  fight  yet  leader  teem'd  ' 
,or  single  as  in  chief,  expert 
idvance,  or  stand,  or  turn  (he  sway 
open  when,  and  when  to  close 

of  grim  war:   no  thought  of  (light, 
:treat,  no  unbecoming  deed 
:d  fear !  each  on  himself  rely'd, 

■  ■  ■  ,t  lay- 


330 


:   deeds. 

of  eternal  feme                    840 

•,  hu.  inf 

initc ;  for  wide  was  spread 

ind  varioi 

js,  sometimes  on  firm  ground 

Eghi,  ih 

en  5oaiinf;  on  main  wing 

1  all  ihe  ; 

lir;   all  air  seem'd  then 

;  lire  :    lo 

Eg  time  in  even  scale 

bung;  ti 

ill  Satan,  who  that  day 

power  had  shown,  and  met  in  arms 

ranging 

ihiough  the  dire  attack 

jSeraphi 

m  conlus'd,  at  length          849 
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Saw  «hf(e  the  tword  o(  Mitliacl  imote,  and  Mti 
Sijuadroni  at  ance  ;   wiib  hage  two-hanilfd  ivny 
BrandijhM  aloft  the  honld  edge  came  down 
Wide  wasting:    lucb  dcsirnction  10  wicbstand 
He  hdsted,  and  oppos'd  the  rocky  orb 
Of  lenfbld  adainaDi,  his  ample  ihi eld, 
A  vast  icircumrccenec  i  at  his  approach 
I'he  great  arcb-angel  Cram  hii  warlike  toil 
Surceas'd,  and  gUd,  as  hoping  here  lo  end 
Inleninc  war  in  Heav'n,  th'  Arch-foe  subdu'd 
Or  captive  dragg'd  In  chains,  with  hostile  frown  3G0 
And  visage  all  inflam'd  first  thus  began  ; 

Author  of  evil,  unknown  till  thy  revolt, 
Unnam'd  in  Heav'n,  now  plcnleous,  ai  thou  KCK 
The  acu  of  Inufiil  nHEe,  btdiil  to  aU, 
Though  heavicM  ij  jiut  raeinue  on  tbpclf 
And  thy  adbcKntts  how  but  thoo  iimiA'd 
Heav*Q'(  bloifed  pewe,  and  into  nuure  bionght 
Misery,  unccealcd  iDI  Ac  ciimc 
Of  thy  rebellion?  how  lact  thou  initill'd 
Tby  malice  itno  ibomandi,  once  upright         S7lf 
And  Euihfiil,  now  prov'd  false  r*  But  think  oMlclt 
T*  Irmible  holy  rati  Heav'n  caM  (bee  out 
From  all  her  cMifinei.     Heav'n,  the  teat  of  Wm, 
Bfoolu  not  the  works  of  violence  and  maa. 
Hence  then,  and  evil  go  with  thee  almg, 
Thy  offspring,  to  the  place  of  evil,  Hell, 
Thou  and  thy  wicked  crew;  there  miogle  fanili^ . 
£k  this  avcu^ng  vmtai.  ^lef^n  x^v^  ftnata^ 
Or  tome  more  nidAca  vMiHanMt"«ui4i.Si»»,C(As 
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e  thee  with  augmented  pain*  280 

kc  the  Prince  of  Angels;  to  whofm  thus 
:rsary :  Nor  think  thou  with  wind 
breatt  to  awe  whom  yet  with  deeds 
St  not.   Hast  thoU  turn'd  the  least  of  these 
,  or  if  to  fall,  but  that  they  rise 
.sh*d,  easier  to  transact  with  me 
I  shouldst  hope,  imperious,  and  with  threats 
me  hence  ?  err  not  that  so  shall  end 
i  which  thou  call'st  evil,  but 'we  style 
:  of  glory ;  which  we  mean  to  win,  290 
his  Heav'n  itself  into  the  Hell 
lest,  here  however  to  dwell  free, 
reign :  meanwhile  thy  utmost  force, 
him  nam'd  Almighty  to  thy  aid, 
but  have  sought  thee  far  and  nigh, 
snded  parle,  and  both  address'd  for  fight 
ible  i  for  who,  though  with  the  tongue 
Is,  can  relate,  or  to  what  things 
earth  conspicuous,  that  may  lift 
iiagination  to  such  height  300 

;e  pow'r  ?  for  likest  gods  they  seem'd, 
y  or  mov'd,  in  stature,  motion,  arms, 
:ide  the  empire  of  great  Heav'n. 
]d  their  fiery  swords,  and  in  the  air 
rrid  'circles  ;  two  broad  suns  their  shields 
posite,  while  expectation  stood 
;  from  each  hand  with  speed  retir'd, 
rst  was  thickest  fight,  th*  angeWic  ^\qti'^> 

aq^c  &tld,  unsafe  wkhm  tUx  \sm^ 


Sliould  combal,  and  thtirjarro^.ifl 
I'ogcthci  both  witb  nexi  to'  almigh 
Uplifted  immineQI,  one  itroke  ibcy 
'I'hai:  might  dcwnnine,  tad  not  nco 
As  not  of  poio'r  al  Mice  i  nor  odda 
III  bwift  previ^iition ;  but  the  nrord 
Of  Michael,  from  the  maarj  of  G 
Wis  giv'n  him  tempu'd  lo,  diu  oc 
Nor  solid  might  TCsUt  ibal  edge;  il 
I'hc  sword  of  Suan  with  iteep  bra 
Descending,  and  in  half  cut  iheer; 
'But  with  iu'ifi  wheel  levene,  deep  i 
All  his  right  iide :  6eD  Satan  £nt 
And  wriih'd  hi^  (o  and  fro  coovoli 
The  griding  iword  i^ith  diKontiiiDDi 
Fiiu'dihroughbiiii:  butth'etlienaln 
Noi  long  diviuble;  and  fnxii  tbe  g 
A  stream  of  nccla'rous  humor  iiiuin 
Sanguine,  such  ai  celestial  ipi'rits  m 
Aud  all  bis  acmor  stain'd  ere  wbile 
Foiihwiih  Qii  all  sides  to  hit  aid  wai 
By  angels  many*  and  strong,  who  bi 
Defence,  while  otben  bore  him  on  i 
Bafk  to  his  chariot,  where  it  stood  i 
S  the  file*  of  wai;  thcie  ihi 


"L 


BookVL  PARADISE   LOST.  17 

Gnashing  for  anguish  and  despite  and  shame,   340 
To  find  himself  not  matchless,  and  his  pride 
Humbled  by  such  rebuke,  so  far  beneath 
His  confidence  to  equal  God  in  power. 
Yet  soon  he  heal'd;  for  spi'rits  that  live  throughout 
Vital  in  every  part,  not  as  frail  man 
In  entrails,  heart  or  head,  liver  or  reins, 
Cannot  but  by  annihilating  die  ; 
-  Nor  in  their  liquid  texture  mortal  wound 
Receive,  no  more  than  can  the  fluid  air  : 
All  heart  they  live,  all  head,  all  eye,  all  ear,  330 
All  intellect,  all  sense ;  and  as  they  please. 
They  limb  themselves,  and  color,  shape,  or  size 
Assume,  as  likes  them  best,  condense  or  rare. 

Meanwhile  in  other  parts  like  deeds  deserv*d 
Memorial,  where  the  might  of  Gabriel  foughr. 
And  with  fierce  ensigns  pierc'd  the  deep  array 
Of  Moloch  furious  king;  who  him  defy'd, 
And  at  his  chariot-wheels  to  drag  him  bound 
Threaten*d>  nor  from  the  Holy  One  of  Heav'n 
Refrain'd  his  tongue  blasphemous;  but  anon  360 
Down  cloven  to  the  waist,  with  shattered  arms 
And  uncouth  pain  fled  bellowing.     On  each  wing 
Uriel  and  Raphael  his  vaunting  foe. 
Though  huge,  and  in  a  rock  of  diamond  arm'd, 
Vanquish'd  Adramelech  and  Asmadai, 
Two  potent  thrones,  that  to  be  less  than  Gods 
Disdain'd,  but  meaner  thoughts  learn'd  in  their  flight. 
Mangled  y/'ith ghastly  wounds  (hrou^Vi  i^W't^sAiasi^* 
I^or  stood  unmindful  Abdicl  to  aoxio^ 

VOL,   JJ,  ^ 


Eternize  here  on  eirth ;  butthoieele 

Angeh,  conicnted  with  their  fame  in 
Seek  not  the  praise  of  men :  tbe  oth< 
In  might  though  wondrous  and  in  acti 
Nor  of  renown  lew  e»ger,  yet  by  doer 
Cancell'd  from  Heiv'n  and  lacred  ni 
Nameleii  in  dark  oblivion  let  them  i 
Far  iirengih  from  truth  divided  md  f 
Illaudable,  nought  meriti  but  diipran* 
And  ignominy,  yet  to  gtory  upirea 
Vain  glorioui,  and  through  inEamy  m 
Therefore  eternal  silence  be  their  doc 
And  noHT  their  mightieit  quell 'd,  the  b 
With  many  an  inroad  gar'd  ;  deformi 
Enter*d,  and  foul  Disorder;  all  the  { 
With  shiver'd  amor  stiown,  and  oit  a 
Chariot  and  charioteer  lay  overnim't 
A  nd  fiery  foaming  steedi ;  what  stoOi 
O'i'r-wearicd,  through  the  faint  Satan 
Defensive  scarce,  or  with  pale  Fe^r  i 


rif/.  PARADISE    LOST,  )t 

miEcrablc,  impenetiibi)'  atm'd;  400 

i>  high  adTaniagci  their  innocence 

K  them  above  tbcir  foei ;  not  to  bavc  sinn'd, 

o  have  diiobey'd ;   in  6ghl  they  iiood 
'Caricd,  anobnoxiouj  to  be  pain'd  [mov'd* 

If  wound,  though  fiom  ibcir  place  by  violence 
Now  Nighi  her  couisc  begin,  and  over  Hcav'a 
icing  daikness,  graceful  liuce  impot'd, 
ti  lilcrtce  on  the  odious  din  of  war  : 
tr  her  cloudy  coveil  both  rciir'd, 
I  "Wkior  ind  vancjuisfa'd :  on  ihe  fougbten  field  410 
I  Alichul  and  his  Angeli  picvaleitt 
IiiCamping,  plac'd  in  guard  ihtir  walchei  round, 
C^kmbK  waving  fires !  on  ih'  other  part 
S^n  vilb  bis  rebellious  djsappeat'd, 
lo  m  ibe  dark  dislodg'd  j  and  void  of  rest, 
fin  pweoiaiei  lo  council  call'd  by  oighi; 
■^"d  ill  ihe  midsi  ihus  undismay'd  begin  : 

C  now  in  danger  uy'd,  now  known  in  irmi 
^01  10  be  ovcipowcr'd,  companions  dear, 
•"wind  worthy  not  of  liberty  aioue,  420 

^"o  mean  pretence,  hoc  what  we  more  affect, 
""nor,  dominion,  glory,  and  renown  ; 
"'bo  hjvc  suslain'd  one  day  in  doubtful  fight 
f  And  if  o:ic  i)sy,  why  nor  elemal  days?) 
>^'bai  Heaven's  Lord  halh  powerfullest  to  stni 
^gainst  us  fioro  about  his  ihronc,  and  judg'd 
*->fficieni  10  subdue  ui  to  hi[  will, 
~tti  proves  not  so;  then  (illible,  ii  (cems, 
*^f  future  we  may  deem  him,  though  till  aatr 


OnnUcicnt  though  Tnafajhw^nilF'^Uf*'''' 
Some  diMdvaany  wi^wnhBtd—i-yi^  n-   ' 
Till  now  Dotfamn,  but Idm«   " 
SinccDowvefiiMl^dwaurai 
iDcapable  of  i&oml  Bjuiy, .  '  v 

Impciiihtble,  tad  ib<n|)i'pHc'd«iA  wogi^  ' 
Soon  clocing,  «m1  by  iHti«e  Tigarfeeal'jL  I 
Of  cvilibeo  M  nMllucuy^iA  .'.,. 
TheTcmedy;  pcHtiptman iwlid'UM^' 
Weapons  more  viotenl,  when  next  wc  meet, 
Miy  seive  to  beuer  ui,  tod  wooc  oar  fbc^  .  410 
Or  equal  whai  between  tu  made  the  oUm, 
In  nature  notie :  if  other  hidden  ciuae 
Left  them  luperioF,  while  we  cu  prcterre 
Unhurt  our  mindi  ind  undentaMliiig  wxnidi  . 
Due  leirch  ud  contulation  will  ditclq>e. 
He  sM ;  and  in  ih'  auerobly  next  upitopd 

.  Niiroch,  of  principalitiu  tbeprimc; 
A9  one  fae  atood  eicap'd  iirom  cruel  fight. 
Sore  loil'd,  bis  riven  arnu  to  havoc  hewn, 
And  cloudy  in  aspect  thus  answ'iing  apake  t    4J0 
Deliverer  from  new  Lords,  leader  to  free 
Enjoyment  of  our  right  a  Goda  ;  yet  Iwrd 
For  God',  and  100  unequal  work,  we  find, 
Against  unequal  arms  to  Gghl  ia  pain. 
Against  unpain'd,  impasiivc;  bwa  which  cvil 
Ruin  must  needs  ensae ;  for  wbti  avaitt        [pii* 
Vdlor  or  strength,  ihqugh  matcfaleai,  quell'd  witk 
Which  all  subiluei,  and  inaVM  temui  the  handt 

Ofmi^jhiicil?  Sense ot  ^VeaiHit ik -n™!  ■«<&. 
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oat  of  life  perhaps,  and  not  repiiifc»        460 

ve  contenr,  vhich  is  the  cilmeat  life  I 

lin  is  perfect  misery,  the  wont 

ik,  and  excessive,  overtumi 

ttience.     He  who,  thefefbre,  can  invent 

what  more  forcible  we  may  offend 

et  unwonnded  enemies,  or  arm 

Ives  with  like  defence,  to  me  descnret 

ss  than  for  deliverance  what  we  owe* 

bereto  with  look  compos'd  Satan  reply*d : 

ninvented  that,  which  thou  aright  470 

'st  so  main  to  our  success,  I  bring. 

h  of  us  who  beholds  the  bright  surface 

is  ethereous  mould  whereon  we  stand, 

ontinent  of  spacious  Heav'n,  adom'd 

plant,  fruit,  flow'r  ambrosial,  gems  and  gold ; 

e  eye  so  superficially  surveys 

things,  as  not  to  mind  (irom  whence  they  grow 

under  ground,  materials  dark  and  crudci 

irituous  and  fiery  spume,  till  touch'd 

Heaven's  ray,  and  temper*d  they  shoot  forth 

luteous,  opening  to  the  ambient  light?   481 

:  in  their  dark  nativity,  the  deep 

yield  us  pregnant  with  infernal  flames 

l\into  hollow  engines  long  and  round* 

.  ramm'd,  at  th'  other  bore  with  touch  of  fire 

id  and  infuriate,  shall  send  forth 

far  with  thuiid*riqg  noise  am<mg  our  fees 

mplements  of  Biiichief,  an  shiU  ^Vk 

ccsg  Mad  o'erwheJm  whatcxtt  iteindA 
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AdvcriF,  ih»  they  (ball  feir  we  have  dti 
The  ThuHl'Tcr  of  hit  onlj'  dtesiU.te 
Nor  long  tbd^  bt  oar  iAvetnytttn-i 
ESfett  ihill  cod  «iir  wiiW.  Hhb  wU 
Abandon  (ctf ;  O  (tmgtii  tad  Momat 
Think  notliingliiTd,  Dwd)  kn-to-he  A 
He  ended,  aiul  fail  wvtdi  their  dnop 
Fnligblcn'd,  uid  their  liyiiA'd  hope.i 
Tir  invention  ill  admiral,  nidnchilMto 
To  be  ih'  inventor  tniia'i)  MeWf*  its 
Once  found,  vthicfa  yet  vnfenad  dmk  ' 
Impossible:  yet  haply  of  tlifMce  ' - 
In  future  d>y>,  if  malice  iliMiM  donnd 
Some  one  intent  on  miichief,  or  inipi^ 
With  deviliih  machinxtion,  might  devii 
Like  instrumeni  to  plague  ibc  loiu  of  n 
For  sin,  on  war  and  mutual  daughter  be 
Forthwith  from  council  to  the  wock  tb 
None  arguing  stood  ;  innumerable  haiui 
Were  ready ;  in  a  momeoc  np  they  Wi 
Wide  ihc  celestial  toil,  and  lavr  beneati 
Th'  originali  of  Native  >o  diejr  crude 
Conception;  uilphuroua  and niiroui fbai 
They  found,  they  mingled,  and  with  K 
Concocted  and  adutted  theyreduc'd 
To  hlackeit  grain,  and  into  store  convey 
Pait  hidden  veint  digg'd  up  (nor  hat  ibi 
En ttaili  unlike)  of  miitenl  Wttooe,. 
Whereof  to  SwaA  tb«»t  tn^na  udtlM 
O/missiva  (uin;  pKiioK*iwyt*twi~ 
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Provide,  pernicioBft  with  ooe  touch  to  fife.      620 
iSo  all  ere  day-tpniig^  under  conKious  Night, 
.SecirtiheyliB|di'd^aa^moiclcrfec»  x 
With  iiknt  (DkcmMpccdqii  ttwjpy'd/ 

.  Nov  wlicB  fiupMom  orient  inikav'ii  appear'd, 
Up  jRve  the  liecor  Angel<.aiid  lo  vnt 
The  natin.tnunpet  Miiig:-  in  aim  they  stood 
Of  golden  panoply,  lefolgent  ^oet, 
Soon  himnded;  othen  &om  the  dawning  hills 
Look'dfottndf  *attd<tcaiita  each  coair-  light-armed 
r  Etch*  quacter,'  ta  desof  ihe  diitaat  fbe  •  -     [scour, 
Where  lodg'd,  or  whither  fled,  or  if  for  fight,  33 1 
In  inotioa<  or  in  halt; .  him  acxn  they  met 
Undcs  spread -eniagnt  moving  ni^  in  slow 
But  firm  battalion;  hack  with  speediest  sail 
Zophiel^  of  Checubun  the  swihcst  wing. 
Came  flying,  and  in  mid-air  aloud  thus  cry'd : 
.    Arm,  .warriors,  arm  for  fight ;  the  foe  at  hand. 
Whom  fled  we  thought,  will  save  nalong  pursuit 
This  day ;  fear  not  his  flight :  so  ihick  a  cloud 
'  He  comes,  and  rettled  in  his. fiice  I  see  540 

Sad  reaolutkm  and  secure :  let  each 
IHs  adamantine  coat  giid  well,  and  each 
Tit  well'  his  jielm,  gripe  fast  his  orbed  shield. 
Borne  ev'n  or  high ;  for  this  day  will  pour  down. 
If  I  conjeaore  aught,  no  drizzling  vbower, 
But  inttling  storm  of  arrows  barbed  with  fire. 

So  wam'd  he  them  aware  themselves,  and  soon 
In  orders  quit  of  all  hnpedincnt  *, 
Jjueuu  withoat  disturhdiBy  took ti!biim« 


ti  FAiukftift  horim        Btdf 

Asdonvardaofecmbtttkdt  vhcBUnU    SI 
Not  diitam  br  with  hacvy  ptce  the  be 
Approachiog  g^on  and  bnge,  in  hollov  cnbe    ■ 
Training  hii  defitish  engimry,  impal'd 
On  every  tide  with  ihadovii^  •quadram  dee^ 
To  hide  the  frmd.     At  imemew  both  itood 
A  while ;  but  raddenly  at  bead  appeared 
&itan,  and  thus  was  heard  oommanding  bod: 

Vanguard,  to  rigbt  and  left  the  fionft  indbU| 
That  all  may  aee  who  hate  us*  how  we  «ek 
Peace  and  composure,  and  with  open  breast    1^ 
Stand  ready  to  receive  them,  if  they  like 
Our  overture,  and  turn  not  back  perverse ; 
But  that  I  doubt ;  however  witness  HeaveOf 
Ileav'n  witness  thou  anon,  while  we  discharge 
Freely  our  pait ;  ye  who  appointed  stand, 
Do  as  you  have  in  charge,  and  briefly  touch 
What  we  propound,  and  loud  that  all  may  hat 

So  scoffing  in  ambiguous  words,  he  scarce 
Had  ended ;  when  to  right  and  left  the  front 
Divided,  and  to  either  flank  retir'd :  51 

Which  to  our  eyes  discover*d,  new  and  stnqgc, 
A  triple  mounted  row  of  pillars  laid 
On  wheels  (for  like  to  pillars  most  they  aeeB% 
Or  hollow*d  bodies  made  of  oak  or  flr. 
With  branches  lopt,  in  wood  or  mountain  &il'f 
Brass,  iron,  stony  mould,  had  not  their  moutill 
With  hideous  orifice  gap'd  on  us  wide. 
Portending  hollow  truce  :  at  each  behind 
A  Seraph  stood,  and  *\tv\v\^>a:dSi!^'^ri^ 
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Stood  waving  'tipt  with  fire ;  while  we  suspense 
Collected  stood  within  our  thoughts  anius'd,   581 
Not  long,  for  sudden  all  at  once  their  reeds 
Put  forth,  and  to  a  narrow  vent  apply'd 
With  nicest  touch.     Immediate  in  a  flame, 
But  soon  obscured  with  smoke,  all  Heav'n  appear'd, 
From  those  deep-throated  engines  belch'd,  whosc 
Imbowell'd  with  outrageous  noise  the  air,       [roar 
And  all  her  entrails  tore,  disgorging  foul 
Their  devilish  glut,  chain'd  thunderbolts  and  hail 
Of  iron  globes ;  which  on  the  victor  host       590 
Leveird  with  such  impetuous  fury  smote, 
That  whom  they  hit  none  on  their  feet  might  stand. 
Though  standing  else  as  rocks,  but  do,wn  they  fell 
By  thousands,  Angel  on  Arch-Angel  rolled ; 
The  sooner  for  their  arms  ;  unarm'd  they  might 
Have  easily,  as  Spi'rits  evaded  swift 
By  quick  contraction  or  remove  ;  but  now 
Foul  dissipation  followed  and  forc'd  lout; 
Nor  servM  it  to  relax  their  serried  files. 
What  should  they  do  ?  If  on  they  rush'd,  repulse 
Repeated,  and  indecent  overthrow  601 

Doubled,  would  render  them  yet  more  despisM, 
And  to  their  foes  a  laughter ;  for  in  view 
Stood  ranked  of  Seraphim  another  row, 
In  posture  to  displode  their  second  tire 
Of  thunder :  back  defeated  to  return 
They  worse  abhorr'd.    Satan  beheld  their  plight, 
And  to  his  mates  thus  in  derision  caVV  ^  \ 

O  frieadi,  why  comt  not  on  iVitM  '^v^lox^  T^\av\^'^. 


Ere  while  they  Gerrr  were  conui^ 
Toenicruin  them  ^r  with  open 
And  bceait,   (what  could  wc  moi 

OF  composition,  ilralt  tbey  clung 
Flew  oET,  and  into  itiange  vag'ne 
At  they  would  dance ;  yet  fur  a  e 
Somewhat  extravafcint  and  wild,  j 
For  joy  of  offer'd  peace :  bol  I  * 
If  our  ptoponli  once  again  were  I 
We  ihould  compel  them  to  a  qui 

To  whom  thui  Belial  in  like  g< 
Leader,  the  teimt  we  lent  were  i 
Of  hard  content*,  and  full  of  fbi 
Such  at  we  nughi  perceive  amui'i 
And  itumhled  many ;  who  receit 
Had  need  from  head  to  (bot  well 
Not  uotlerttood,  thii  ^ift  they  ha' 
They  ihow  ut  when  our  foes  wall 

So  they  amoag  ihemiclvei  tn  ( 
Stood  scoffing,  heighlen'd  in  theii 
All  doubt  of  victory;  eternal  mi 
To  match  with  iheir  invemions  i 
So  easy',  and  of  his  ihunder  mail 
And  all  his  host  dcridi:d,  while  ti 
A  while  in  trouble:  but  they  sto 
Rage  prompted  them  at  length. 
Against  luch  hcllith  mischief  lit  1 
fbnhmih  (beho\d  iVie  eiictW.nte 
Which  God  hath  m  Ww  roi^^^v-j 
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heir  ami  avsjr  Uiey  threw,  md  to  the  hilU 
'or  eaitb  hatli  tfaw  varieiy  fiom  Hm^         64D 
f  pkamc  dniate  in  bill  and  data) 
^  M  ibclightniaggliaipM  tbey  iBBi'tbeyflev) 
ran  tbdr  JPundalicBi  looa'iiii^  Wand  &a 
bey  pluckU  tbe  Mated  hilU  wiib  all  their  load, 
ocfct,  waten,  woedi,  and  by  the  ihaggy  top* 
{iKfring  Dore  them  in  their  handa.  Anate, 
:  aare,  and  terror  leii'd  the  r^l  boM, 
n>ea  coming  towai  di  them  ao  dread  they  nor 
be  bottom  of  the  monniaiDi  upiwaid  tanfd ; 
ULoa  iboK  unved  enpnet  oipk-iow  690 

hey  nw  (hem  wbelm'^,  and  all  tbdr  confidence 
adi^  the  weight  of  moumun*  buried  deep ; 
bemtelvw  invaded  neat,  and  oo  tbetr  bcada 
[aia promonioriei fluDg,  which  in  tbeair 
imetbadowiag,  and  oppicw'd  whole  Ic^ow  um'd  ; 
heir  (tnaoT  belp'd  tbeirbarm,  crufh'din  and  bruii'd 
ito  dwir  BibMancc  pent,  which  Wtougkt  them  pain 
^placable,  and  many  a  daWon*  groan, 
OOK  atmgRlioS  nndcTDcath,  eie  they  could  wind 
ntof  ■uchpitw>n,ihou^Spi^iili  (Jpnictt  light, 
arcat  at  Gru,  now'grwi  by  linmag  grown.       661 


nook  ib^,  and  (he  ncigbb'riiig  hilU  Of  tore; 

I  hill)  anud  the  air  encooMci'd  Ulli, 

url'd  to  and  bo  wi(b  jaculation  dire, 

bat  under  grouiid  (hey  fboght  in  diimal  (hade  1 

tftisal  nolle;  war  Kem'd  a  dviV  gnnt 

>  tkk  apratr;  botiii  cmiiiuon  bea^Ti 
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Upon  confusion  roic  ;  and  now  all  I^ 
Had  gone  lo  wnck,  with  ruin  orenj 
Had  not  ih'  Almighty  Father,  when 
Shrin'd  in  hit  nnctuary  of  Hear'n  le 
Conjulling  on  the  sum  of  things,  fbi 
This  tumult,  and  permitted  all,  adrii' 
That  hii  great  purpose  he  might  so  I 
7'o  honor  hii  anointed  Son  aveng'd 
Upon  his  enemies,  and  to  declare 
AU  power  on  him  mniferr'd :  when 
Th'  aiiesEor  of  his  throne,  he  thus  b 
ESltlgence  of  my  glorv.  Son  belo' 
Son  in  whose  face  invisible  is  behclc 
Visibly,  what  by  deity  I  am. 
And  in  whose  hand  what  by  decree 
^Econd  Omnipotence,  two  days  are  [ 
Two  days,  as  we  compute  the  days  t 
Since  Michael  and  hh  powers  went  i 
Tiiesc  disobedient',  sore  had  been  th 
As  likeliest  was,  when  two  such  foei 
For  to  themselves  I  iL-ft  ihem,  and  tl 
Equal  in  their  creation  iticy  were  fo 
Save  what  j<in  hath  impait'd,  which  ye 
liKeiisibly,  for  I  suspend  iheir  doon 
Whence  in  perpetual  fight  thev  neei 
Kndless,  and  no  solmion  will  be  foui 
Wat  wearied  hatli  perform'd  wbat« 
And  lo  disotder'd  rage  let  loose  the 
With  mountains  as  WrtU  wM^a^a 
m»kti 
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Wild  work  in  Heav*n,  and  dangc*rous  to  the  main. 
Two  days  are  therefore  past,  the  third  is  thine ; 
For  thee  I  have  ordain'd  it^  and  thus  hr  700 

Flave  suffer'd,  that  the  glory  may  be  thine 
[)£  ending  this  great  war,  since  none  but  thou 
[^an  end  it.     Into  thee  such  virtue'  and  grace 
Immense  I  have  transfus'd,  that  all  may  know 
[n  Heav'n  and  hell  thy  pow'r  above  compare ; 
/^nd  thii  perverse  commotion  govern'd  thus, 
To  manifest  thee  worthiest  to  be  Heir 
Of  all  things,  to  be  Heir  and  to  be  King 
By  sacred  unction,  thy  deserved  right. 
&o  then,  thou  Mightiest  in  thy  Father's  might,  719 
/Iscend  my  chariot,  guide  the  rapid  wheels 
That  shake  Heav'n's  basis,  bring  forth  all  my  war, 
My  bow  and  thunder,  my  almighty  arms 
Gird  on,  and  sword  upon  thy  puissant  thigh ; 
Pursue  these  sotis  of  Darkness,  drive  them  out 
From  all  Heaven's  bounds  into  the  utter  deep  : 
There  let  them  learn,  as  likes  them,  to  despise 
God  and  Messiah  his  anointed  King. 

He  said,  and  on  his  Son  with  rays  direct 
Shone  full ;  he  all  his  Father  full  expressed     720 
Ineffably  into  his  face  received ; 
And  thus  the  filial  ^  xlhead  answ'ring  spake  : 
O  Father,  O  Supreme  of  heav'nly  thrones, 
First,  Highest,  Holiest,  Best,  thou  always  seek'st 
To  glorify  thy  Son,  I  always  thee. 
At  is  most  just;  this  I  my  glory*  accowoi, 
hfy  exaltation,  and  my  whole  dcM^bx^ 
VOL.  n,  ^  C 
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Thai  thou  !n  me  well  plest'd,  decWti 
Fulfill'd,  which  10  fulfil  u  a\  my  bliH. 
Sceptre  and  pow'r,  thy  pviog,  1  uMnn 
And  giadlier  ihill  leiigni  when  in  the  i 
Thou  ilialt  be  ill  in  all,  and  I  in  thee 
Tor  ever,  and  in  me  all  whom  thou  lo 
But  wboKi  thou  hat'it,  I  hate,  uid  -cm 
1  h^  terrort,  u  I  put  thy  mildneu  on, 
Imaj^eof  thee  in  all  thing*;  and  ihall 
Arm'd  ttiib  thy  might,  rid  Heav'n  of  tb 
To  their  prepar'd  ill  mantion  drirea  A 
To  chains  of  darkneii,  and  th'  undyiaj 
That  from  thy  jitii  obedience  coutd  rei 
Whom  to  obey  ii  bappineii  entire. 
Then  shall  thy  Saimi  unmix'd,  andfrtn 
I'ar  separate,  circling  thy  holy  mount 
Unfeigned  Halleluiabi  (o  thee  ling, 
Hymns  of  high  praise,  and  I  among  th 
So  uid,  he  o'er  his  Kcptre  bowing. 
From  the  right  hand  of  Glory  where  fa 
Aitd  the  third  lacred  mom  began  to  sbi 
C^wning  through  Hcav'n  :  forth  niih'd 

wind  lound 
The  chariot  of  paternal  Deity, 
Flailing  thick flamej,  wheel  wiihinwbc 
Itself  instinct  with  spirit,  but  coQVoy'd 
By  four  Cherubic  shape; ;  four  facef  ei 
liai  wondrous ;  as  with  start  their  bcxli 
And  wings  were  seiwu^v  tijM.WifiKit 
Of  beryl,  and  caitennft  tvici^xV^sw 
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:ir  bMib  a  ctyital  firmaineDt, 
a  ■  lapphiTC  throne,  iDlaid  with  pUK 
and  colon  of  the  «how'iy  arch. 
Jcttial  pnoply  all  ana'd  760 

m  Uiiin,  work  divioely  wrought, 
d ;  at  hii  r^t  hand  Vicioiy 
E-wiDg'di  beiide  him  hung  hii  bow 
ivcr  with  tbcee-bolted  thunder  itoi'd, 
n  about  him  fierce  efiurion  roll'd 
ke  and  bickering  flame  and  cpaiUei  dire ; 
d  with  icD  thouiand  thauiand  Saino, 
ard  came,  hi  off  his  coming  >haac; 
rnly  thouiand  (I  their  number  beard} 
I  of  Ooi,  half  on  each  hmd  were  teen: 
he  winp  of  Cherub  rode  wUime        77} 
cryitilliDe  sky,  in  sapphire  ihion'd) 
IDS  far  and  wide,  but  by  hii  own 
ia  ;  ibem  upexpected  joy  luipris'd 
the  grpat  ensign  of  Messiah  hlai'd 
y  Angels  bonK,  bis  i!gn  in  Heav'n ; 
who*c  cmduct  Michael  soon  reduc'd 
ly,  circumfus'd  on  either  wing, 
their  liead  embodied  all  in  one. 
him  Power  Divine  hisway  prepar'd:    780 
command  ih'  uprooted  hill)  retit*d 
)  his  place ;  they  heard  bii  voice,  and  went 
lions;  Heav'n  his  wpntcA  face  lenew'd, 
ith  freih  flow'ret*  hill  aod  valley  imil'd. 
w  hi*  bapleis  foes,  hut  itood  t^Au^i, 
rcbellioiu  fi^hl  rallied  iVVr  ^-iien    . 
C  » 
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Insensate,  hope  conceiving  from  despair. 
In  heftv'nlx  Spi'rits  could  lach  pervcneneif  dwtll! 
But  to  conviocc  the  proud  what  ngnt  avail, 
Or  wondert  mov^th'  obduiatt  t»  relent  ? '   "fli 
They  hvden'd  more  hy  what  might  nuMft  ttMk 
Grieving  to  see  hit  glory,  at  the  sight 
Took  envy ;  and  aspiring  to  his  hei^t, 
Stood  re-embat;^ed  fierce,  hy  force  or  filod 
Weaning  to  prosper,  and  at  length  pievail 
Against  God  and  Messiah,  or  to  &11 
In  universal  ruin  last ;  and  now 
To  final  battle  drew  disdaining  fligpit. 
Or  faim  retreat ;  when,  the  great  Son  of  God 
To  all  his  host  on  either  hand  thus  spake :'      M 
Stand  still  in  bright  array/ye  Saints,  here  stahi 
Ye  Angels  aim^d,  this  day  from  battle  rest ;  - 
Faithful  hath  been  your  warfare,  and  of  God 
Accepted,  fearless  in  his  righteous  cattse. 
And  as  ye  have  receiv'd,  so  have  ye  done  - 
Invincibly;  but  of  this  cursed  crew 
The  punishment  to  other  hand  belongs; 
Vengeance  is  his,  or  whose  he  sole  appoints : 
Number  to  this  day's  work  is  not  ordainM 
Nor -multitude;  stand  only  and  behold  8! 

God's  indignation  on  these  godless  pour'd 
By  me ;  not  you  but  me  they  have  dcspis'd. 
Yet  envied ;  against  me  is  all  their  rage, 
Because  the  Father,  to'  whom  in  Hcav'n  suprem 
Kingdom  and  povicT  w\d  ^orj  ^Y^wtaius^ 
Hath  honored  mc  accoid:\t\^Vi\»»N*\>\, 


I  mc  their  doom  he  haib  auign'd  | 
my  hoc  tbdr  wiib,  lo  try  with  me 
i<ji  the  ttrongcr  provpi,  they  til, 
iguDU  (hem,  tincc  by  itier^th      tSO 
IE  all,  of  oiber  cxcelleoce 
t,  nor  me  who  t^in  excelt; 
irife  with  (hem  do  I  vouchnfe. 
;  Son,  and  into  tenot  chtng'd 
nee  too  tevere  to  be  behcU> 

wnth  henl  on  h!i  eneiiitei. 

Four  iprcBd  out  their  itarry  wing* 
&il  ihade  cootiguoiu,  and  the  orb* 
e  chariot  roll'd,  as  with  the  Mund 
loadi,orofaDunicroiuhou.  830 
mpioui  foei  right  onward  drove. 
Night:  under  his  burnin);  itheeli 
:  empyrean  ihook  ihroughoul, 

throne  iuclf  of  God.  Full  tooa 
n  be  arriv'd,  in  hi*' right  hand 
n  thounnd  ihuodcn,  w^ich  he  sent 
such  a3  in  their  louti  infix'd 
cy  asionisb'd  all  retiitancc  loit, 
:  i  down  their  idle  weapons  dropt; 
[  and  helms  and  helmed  heads  be  rode 
I  and  mighty  Seraphim  prostrate,.   841 
I  the  mountains  now  might  he  agaiii 

them  as  >  shelter  from  hts  ire. 
ciihrrsidctemptsiuous  full 

from  the  fourfold-viug'd  Four 

h  c>es,  and  ffoai  the  UvitiJ  -^Viedk 


I'.Knaustnl,  spin  tics*,  iltltcied,  talt'n. 
Yet  half  his  strtngrh  he  put  not  Forth,  bi 
Ills  [hundcr  in  mid  rollev ;  for  he  mean 
-N'oi  to  destroy,  but  root  ihcm  out  of  He 
1  lie  ovciihrown  he  rais'd,  and  3S  a  herd 
Of  ^oais  or  limoroui  flock  lopihcr  ibroi 
Diovc  them  before  him  thunder-ltruck,  j 
With  terrors  and  with  furies  to  ihe  bom 
And  crystal  wall  of  Heav'n,  wfaicb  openin 
RoH'd  inward,  and  a  spacious  gap  diiclc 
Into  the  wasteful  deep ;  ihe  monstrous  li 
Simck  them  with  horror  backward,  but  I 
U rf^'d  ihcm  behind ;  headlong  theniselves  l 
Down  from  the  verge  of  Heav'n;  eterm 
Burnt  after  them  lo  the  bottomless  pit.  ' 
Hell  heard  th*  unsuflerable  noise,  He! 
Heav'n  ruining  from  Heav'n,  and  would  I 
Affrighted;  but  strict  fate  had  east  too  d 
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quenchable,  the  boiue  of  woe  ami  pain.     . 
iburdcD'd  Hov'a  lejaic'd,  tnd  toon  lepiii'd 
T  nvnl  bmch,  letunu^  whence  h  mll'd. 
c  T^por  fioB  d^  eipoliiaa  of  LU  fbct        880 
wdi  bit  tiiian^nl  dmiM  luni'd; 

meet  him  M  hk  StuoM,  who  uleu  now) 
E-^iBmMi  of  hii  almighty  uu, 
iih  juUlee  ■dnnc'd ;  aiid  u  thejr  woir, 
dcd  with  bnochtng  palm,  efth  bider  bright, 
ig  ttinii^h,  and  him  ning  victorioo*  Kh^ 
t,  Heir,  and  Lord,  to  him  domiaioo  giveiv 
Brthien  to  reigo  i  be  celebrated  rode 
pinptijnt  thiougb  mid  Hcav'ii,  into  the  courti' 
d  temple  of  hit  mighty  Father,  thron'a        8V0 

high;  who  into  glory  him  receiv'd, 
here  now  be  lit*  at  the  right  faaod  of  hliu. 
rhiu  mea«uruig  thing!  in  Heav'a  by  tbingi  on 
thy  reqDCit,  tod  that  thou  may'it  beware     [earth 

what  ti  pait,  to  thee  I  have  reveal'd 
bat  might  have  elte  to  human  race  been  hid  i 
e  dtKordwhich  befel,  and  war  in  Heav'a 
long  tb'  angelic  Poweit,  and  the  deep  (all 

thoK  loo  high  aipiriog,  who  rebcll'd 
ith  Satan ;  he  who  now  enviet  tbyitatc,       900 
bo  now  ii  plotting  how  he  may  •educe 
ee  alao  ftoa  obedience,  that  with  him 
inv'd  of  happinea  thou  may'it  partake 
■  paniihment,  eternal  miKiy} 
hieh  would  be  all  hii  lolace  and  revenge, 

■  dapitc  dooe  a^iint  the  Mom  %^ 


tAKAOIIB   l.Mt> 


Tbee  once  to  gaa  tbmpn&am  «(  fp 
Bui  linen  not  w  hit  uw^fUtibm,  «ih 
Tby  veakcTj  let  i(  prol&ifaee  ta»  k 
By  terriMe  ennple  the  rdinttd 
or  dUobedience :  fim  tbef  vifiA  b 
Yet  (til;  rcmemtier,  md  fekrU)  tm 
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BOOK  VII. 
<f  be  Argument. 

ael,  at  the  request  of  Adam,  relates  how  and  wherefore  thi<) 
rM  wat  first  created ;  that  God,  after  the  expelling  of  Satan 
I  his  Angels  out  of  Heaven,  declared  his  pleasure  tu  create 
itKcr  world  and  other  creatures  to  dwell  therein  \  scuds 
«on  with  glory  and  attendance  of  Angels  to  perform  the 
rk  of  creation  m  six  days:  the  Angels  celebrate  with  hymns 
performance  thereof,  and  his  reascensioa  into  Heaven. 

:  s  c  E  N  D  from  Heav*n,  Urania,  by  that  name 
ghtly  thou  art  call'd,  whose  voice  di^ne 
owing,  above  th'  Olympian  hill  I  soar, 
>ve  the  flight  of  Pegasean  wing. 
meaning,  not  the  name,  I  call :  for  thou 
■  of  the  Muses  nine,  nor  on  the  top 
did  Olympus  dwell'st,  but  heav*nly  bom, 
>re  the  hills  appeared,  or  fountain  flow'd, 
m  with  eternal  Wisdom  didst  converse, 
;dom  thy  sister,  and  with  her  didst  play         1 0 
>rescncc  of  th'  Almighty  Father,  pleas'd 
th  thy  celestial  song.     Up  led  by  thee 
>  the  Hcav*n  of  Heav*ns  1  have  presumed, 
earthly  guest,  and  drawn  empyreal  air, 
f  temp*ring ;  with  like  safety  guided  down 
urn  me  to  my  native  element : 
t  from  this  Hying  steed  unreiiVd,  (as  owl^ 
^eropbott,  though  fron\  a  loviw  cXvvftfc^ 
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KunoaaUd,  oa  ib'  AIchhScM  t  U 
EiTODCoiu  ibcrt  la  wmdersod  finla 
Half  yet  remain*  DDnnig,  bdt  tmacyn 
Within  the  viuble  diuinal  iphcK  t 
Standing  on  mtli,  not  nipt  diovc  d« 
More  aSe  I  ring  with  mortal  voice,  i 
To  hoaric  or  niuic,  (lioi;^  bll'n  on ' 
On  evil  days  Aoagft  faH'n,  and  evil 
In  darkneis,  and  with  danger*  compa 
And  colitude  }  yei  not  ilone,  while  i 
Vlsii'ii  my  tl  umbers  nightly,  otwhei 
Puiples  ihp  cast:  siill  govern  thou  r 
Uiania,  and  iil  audience  find,  though 
Butdtive  far  off  the  barbaioui  diiMn 
Of  Uacchui  and  hii  revellen,  the  la 
Of  tliat  wild  tout  that  lore  the  Tfanc 
In  Rliodope,  where  woods  and  rKk 
To  tapmrc,  till  the  savage  clamor  d 
Both  harp  and  voice:  nor  could  ihc 
Her  son.  So  fail  not  thoa,  who  the 
For  thou  art  hcav'nly,  ihe  an  empty 
Say,  Goddcsi,  what  enui'd  when 
Tho  affable  Arch-Angel,  had  (brew 
Ad^m  by  dire  example  to  beware 
Aposiacy,  by  what  bcfcl  in  He3?'ii 
To  iliosc  apottatei,  leit  the  like  bd 
In  Paradise  to  Adam  or  his  race, 
Cliarg'd  not  to  touch  the  inderdicted 
If  ihey  iranigrciii  and  slight,  that  so 
So  easily  obc^'d  anui.  xhe  dkOKs. 


)f  all  tutc*  eb^  to  pleuc  their  ^petite, 
Isn^wwAng.    He,  with  hit  wortrf  Etc, 
^  «g(y  boffd  wmin,  mtf  wh  fill'd  fil 


tflhi|i|»«o  U^  Md  Onage,  thingi  to  tbeii  thought 
II  iiiij^^imIiIi  m  Imii  in  Itm'ii. 
Lad  w  M  aor  the  pMce  of  God  in  bliN 
nAM^canfiiMBi  bnttbeerilMMii 
kri*^  ^:k  mAmU  M  ■  flood  on  (hoM 


Vith  UaaedBM.    WhcDce  Adm  Nion  npeti'd 
te  JaabattM  in  hii  ban  wom;  and  nmr     60 
■ed  on,  jtt  nnlcN,  iriih  denre  to  know 
nm  oOkx  nlghi  eoDCem  him,  how  diii  world 
It  Hear'n  ind  Evth  coapkuoo*  Snt  began, 
Vha,  Hid.vriMMof  crtUed,  br  wbu  cauie, 
VlntwUfa  Eden  or  vitbouc  wu  dooe 
fSott  Ui  wtmop/,  m  one  whoK  druught 
'clMtMe dbji'd  uiU  eye*  the  cancat  Mmm, 
VflpM  llqrid  WKMB  hetrd  new  ihim  ezcitei, 
tooHdad  thu  »  uk  hit  hcav'nlf  gnett: 
filMilllfagi.  Hid  Full  nf  Trnnirr  JnTunfr-    70 
M  dWEriif  mt  tidi  vocld,  than  hnimcal'd, 
hTMM  Inteipnuv  bf  nroe  ient 


'•  liakely'  of  «rlnt  wi^ibf  ha*«  been  our  lou. 
JdtPOw^wUch  fairauab)owle4Be  coutdoMieach  i 
w  which  to  ih' ipfiuieljr  Good-we  owe 

naovtd  dMBk%  end  ^  adawBidtBMV 

MRfM  nob  mJmr  fyip«M  tO  ^UbIH 
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Tnimutably  his  sovereign  will,  the  end 
Of  what  we  are.  But  since  thou  hast  voQdiaf*d  11 ' 
Gently  for  our  instruction  to  impart 
1'Jiings  above  earthly  thought,  which  ytttauooA 
Our  kuowing,  as  to  highest  wisdom  seem'di 
Deign  to  descend  now  lower,  and  relate 
What  may  no  less  perhaps  avail  us  known, 
How  first  began  this  Heav'n  which  we  bchoU 
Distant  so  high,  with  moving  fires  adoro'd 
Innumerable,  and  this  which  yields  or  fills 
All  space,  the  ambient  air  wide  interfiis'd 
Kmhracing  round  this  florid  earth,  what  cause  90 
MovM  the  Creator  in  his  holy  rest 
"I'hrough  all  eternity  so  late  to  build 
Iti  Chaos,  and  the  work  begun,  how  soon 
Absf>lv'(l,  if  unforbid  thou  may'st  unfold 
\Vh;it  wc,  not  to  explore  the  secrets,  ask 
or  his  eternal  empire,  but  the  more 
'1  (>  magnify  his  works,  the  more  wc  know. 
And  the  f;rcat  light  of  day  yet  wants  to  run 
Much  of  his  race  though  steep;  suspense  in  Hear  ^ 
Held  hy  thy  voice,  thy  potent  voice,  he  hesis,  \^ 
And  longer  will  delay  to  hear  thee  tell 
His  i^encration,  and  the  rising  birth 
Of  nature  from  the  unappaient  deep: 
Oi  if  ihe  star  of  evening  and  the  moon 
Haste  to  thy  audience,  \ight  with  her  will  biiiC 
Silence,  and  sleep  listening  to  thee  will  watch, 
Oi  wc  can  bid  b\s  ?ibstuce,  till  thy  song 
ii  lui,  and  dismiss  tVi^^  ctt.  ^<&  i&i;n:\asi^ii^« 
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Thill  Aixm  h'u  illimriooi  giie-ii  Iwsouglu  j 
M  ihu!  ihc  gorflike  Argd  amwet'd  mild  ;   1 10 
riiii  alioihy  Tf<]u«[  wiih  ciuiion  ask'd 
^fcuia:  ihcjiigh  10  letoiini  nlmighiy  works 
VUm  woitli  or  longue  of  Seraph  can  auflicc, 
h-  htan  of  trtun  suffice  to  comprehend  ? 
et  what  ihon  emit  attain,  which  bcJt  may  sefW 
o  glorHy  the  Maker,  and  infer 
lice  alio  happier,  ihall  not  be  withheld 
liy  hearing,  such  commission  froni  above 
fcave  leceiv'd,  loaniwerlhy  desire 
■f  knowledge  within  boaodi ;  beyood  ahsttitn  120 

Tliiigs  1101  rcveal'd,  whith  th'  invisible  King, 
hilv  ooiniscieot,  hath  suppress'd  in  Night, 
V  itoue  communicable  in  F.anh  or  Heav'n  ; 
Jiough  is  kfi  besidcj  lo  search  and  know. 
toi  knowledge  is  as  food,  and  needs  no  leu 
ler  temp'rance  over  apiietiic  lo  know 
5;  treasure  what  the  mind  may  well  contain  ; 
9|ipresies  else  with  surfeit,  and  soon  turiiv 
Wisdom  to  folly',  ai  nourishnlent  to  wind.       130 

Know  then,  that  after  Lucifer  from  Heav'n 
Sacall  him,  brighter  once  amidst  the  host 

Of  Angels,  than  that  star  the  liars  among) 
'ell  with  hii  flaming  legions  ihtough  the  deep 
Mo  hi]  place,  and  the  gieat  Son  retum'd 
''ictotious  with  his  Saims,  th'  omnipotent 

Kfemal  Father  frcm  his  ihront  bcVt\i 
"iieir  maldtudr,  and  to  his  Souvbvi*  i^^c  *- 
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At  leau  Oiu  envioui  foe  bxh  I 
All  like  hinuelfRbcHHMM,  by  « 
I'bit  inaccewibk  Ugb  itte^gth,  d 
Of  Deity  MipicBe,  lu  JJipfiwcwf 
He  tnuted  to  h»e  leii'dt  *ad  in 
nrew  minir,  whom  tbdr  place  lu« 
Vet  f»  the  greater  put  hnc  kq 
I'beir  totion,  HesT'n  ya  popule 
Number  lufficient  to  powMi  ba 
Thougb  wide,  and  ihi*  hi^  kbj 
'Wiih  minitieriet  due  Mid  (olau 
But  leu  hi*  bem  enlt  him  in  it 
Alieady  done,  iq  bne  diipeoplc 
My  danwge  fondly  deea'd,  1  cti 
That  dcuimeiu,  if  luch  it  be  M 
Self'lost,  and  in  *  moment  will  i 
Anoihci  world,  out  of  one  man 
Of  men  innumerable,  there  to  d 
Nut  here,  tiil  by  degrees  of  mcr 
They  open  to  (hcmiielvei  at  lenj 
Up  hither,  undci  lonf;  obedieiK< 
And  Earth  be  cbjug'd  lo  Heai 
One  kingdom,  joy  and  union  wtlh 
Meanwhile  inhabit  lax,  ye  Paw*! 
And  thou  my  Word,  begotten  S 
Tbi(  I  petform,  ipeak  tbou,  and 
My  overshadowtDg  tpi'rit  and  mi 
I  send  along ;  ride  forth,  and  Ini 
Within  appointed  bovutdi  be  He 
Boaailen  the  dcc^,  ^kcvxk'V  I 
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ifinitude,  nor  vacuous  the  space. 

hough  I  uncircumscrib'd  myself  retire,  170 

nd  put  not  forth  my  ^3odne$s  which  is  free 

o  act  or  not,  necessity  and  chance 

pproach  not  me,  and  what  I  will  is  fate. 

>  spake  th'  Almighty,  and  to  what  he  spake 

is  Word,  the  filial  Godhead,  gave  effect. 

nmediate  are  the  acrs  of  God,  more  swift 

han  time  or  motion,  but  to  human  ears 

annot  without  process  of  speech  he  told, 

}  told  as  earthly  motion  can  receive. 

rear  triumph  and  rejoicing  was  in  Heav'n,     180 

/hen  such  was  heard  declar'd  the  Almighty's  will ; 

lory  they  sung  to  the  Most  High,  good-will 

o  future  men,  and  in  their  dwellings  peace  : 

lory  to  him,  whose  just  avenging  ire 

ad  driven  out  th'  ungodly  from  his  sight 

nd  th'  habitations  of  the  just;  to  him 

lory  and  praise,  whose  wisdom  hath  orcUin'd 

ood  out  of  evil  to  create,  instead 

>f  Spi'rits  malign  a  better  race  to  bring 

ito  their  vacant  room,  and  thence  diffuse        190 

is  good  to  worlds  and  ages  infinite. 

So  sang  the  Hierarchies :  Meanwhile  the  Son 
>n  his  great  expedition  now  appear'd, 
irt  with  omnipotence,  with  radiance  r.rown*d 
f  majesty  divine  ;  sapience  and  love 
nmen.se,  and  all  his  Father  in  him  shone, 
bout  his  chariot  numberless  we.TC  ^ou\*d 
^crub  and  Seraph,  Potentates  and  YVv\^i\^t^^ 

i)  2 
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And  Virtues,  wiii|;ed  Spl'ritf,  and  cfa 
From  ih'  armoiy  of  God,  wbcte  lUn^ 
Myriads  belwci:n  two  brazen  niounti 
Against  a  solemn  day,  barntss'd  at  h 
Ccl»lial  equipage;  ui<d  now  came  f 
Spontaiieoui,  for  uiibiii  ibem  spiiic 
Attendant  on  iheic  Lord:  Heav'n  o| 
Her  evrr-during  gates,  baraioiiioui  u 
On  golden  hinges  moving,  lo  let  for 
Tbe  King  of  Glory  in  bis  powerful ' 
Anii  spirit  coming  10  create  new  wo 
Oil  htjv'i.ly  grcjno  tlu'y  :<r(iod,  and 
They  view'd  the  vas:  iTTimt.isiir.ble 
Oulmgeoiis  aj  a  iea,  i'licI.,  WdStcful, 
Up  frcjm  the  bolloni  turn'd  by  furiui 
And  iutging  waves,  aj  mountains,  tc 
He^v'n'i  bcigbt,  and  with  tlie  centre 
Silence,  yc  troubled  waves,  and  the 
Said  then  ih'  omnific  Word,  your  di 
Nor  sta]''d,  but  on  the  wings  of  Chi 
Uplifted,  in  paternal  glory  rodu 
i'ar  into  Cbaos,  and  the  world  unho 
For  Chaoj  hc*rd  h.s  voic.::  him  all 
Follow'd  in  bright  proci-uidn  to  bcl 
Crrdiion,  and  the  wonders  of  bit  loi 
Then  itay'd  the  fervid  whtdi,  and  i 
He  took  Ih-  guide:)  eomi-jises,  prcf 
In  God's  L-lernal  store.  10  circunijei 


I'his  nnivcri.-. 
One  foot  he  1 


and  jll  f 


ted  ihln^. 
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hrough  the  vast  profandity  obscure, 

,  Thus  far  extend,  thus  far  thy  bounds,  330 

thy  just  circumference,  O  World, 
xi  the  Heav*n  created,  thus  the  Earth, 
informM  and  void :  Darkness  profound 
th'  abyss :   but  on  the  wat'ry  calm 
•ding  wings  the  Spi'rit  of  God  outspread, 
il  virtue'  infusM,  and  vital  warmth 
out  the  fluid  mass,  but  downward  purg*d 
:k  tartareous  cold  infernal  dregs 

to  life :  then  founded,  then  conglob'd 
ngs  to  like,  the  rest  to  several  place    240 
d,  and  between  spun  out  the  air, 
rth,  self-balanc'd,  on  her  centre  hung, 
lere  be  light,  said  God,  and  forthwith  light 
,  first  of  things,  quintessence  pure, 
Vom  the  deep,  and  from  her  native  east 
ley  through  the  airy  gloom  began, 
in  a  radiant  cloud,  for  yet  the  sun 
: ;  she  in  a  cloudy  tabernacle 
d  the  while.    God  saw  the  light  was  good ; 
It  from  darkness  by  the  hemisphere     S50 
:  light  the  day,  and  darkness  night 
d.    Thus  was  the  first  day  ev'n  and  mom : 
I'd  uncelebrated,  nor  unsung 
lelestial  quires,  when  orient  light 
I  first  from  darkness  they  beheld  ; 
^  of  Heav'n  and  Earth ;  with  joy  and  shout 
low  universal  orb  they  fiU'd, 
h'dtbcirgpldcn  harps,  andVi^-XM^^^rsi*."^  ^ 
P3 
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God  and  Ills  woiks,  Croatoi  hiiii  tlicy  sung. 
Both  when  lii^i  evening  was,  and  when  firiimom, 

Again,  God  said,  Let  there  be  firmament   :^6l 
Amid  the  waters,  and  let  it  divide 
I'he  waters  from  tlie  waters :  aud  God  made 
The  firmament,  expanse  of  liquid,  pure, 
7'ransparcnt,  elemental  air,  difl'u&'d 
In  circuit  to  the  uttermost  convex 
Of  this  great  round  :    partition  firm  and  sure. 
The  waters  underneath  from  those  above 
Dividing :  for  as  Karth,  so  he  the  world 
Built  on  circumfluous  waters  calm,  in  wide    i''^ 
Crvstallinc  ocean,  ajid  the  loud  misrule 
Of  Chaos  far  rcmovM,  lest  fierce  extremes 
Contiguous  might  distemper  the  wlu.le  fidiuc: 
And  Ilcav'n  he  nam'd  the  finnument  :  So  wvi'n 
And  morning  chorus  sung  :hc  second  day. 

The  earth  was  formM,  but  in  the  wombaiVJ't 
Of  waters,  embryon  immature  invoh  'd, 
AppearM  not ;  over  all  the  face  of  earth 
Main  ocean  flow'd,  not  idle,  but  with  warm 
Prolific  humor  sofi'ning  all  her  globe,  ^^^ 

Fermented  the  great  motlier  to  conceive, 
Satiate  with  genial  moisture,  when  God  said 
Be  gather*d  now,  yc  waters,  under  Ileav'n 
Into  one  place,  and  let  dry  land  appear. 
Immediately  the  mountains  huge  appear 
Emergent,  and  their  broad  bare  backs  upheave 
Into  the  clouds,  their  tops  ascend  the  sky : 
So  high  ushcav'diVvc  vuvo^xiiXvC^&^viXwi 
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n  sunk  a  hollow  bottom  broad  an4  deep, 

:ious  bed  of  watery :  thither  they  290 

;d  with  glad  precipitance,  uproll'd 

rops  on  dust  conglobing  from  the  dry  ; 

ristr  iu  crystal  wall,  or  ridge  direct, 

astc;  such  flight  the  great  command  impress'd 

he  swift  Hoods :  as  armies  at  the  call 

umpet  (for  of  armies  thou  hast  heard) 

p  to  their  standard,  so  the  wat'ry  throng, 

c  rolling  after  wave,  where  wave  they  found, 

ep,  with  torrent  rapture,  if  through  plain, 

c'hl)in« ;  nor  withstood  them  rock  or  hill,  300 

hey,  or  undergiound,  or  circuit  wide 

I  serpent  error  wand'ring,  found  their  way, 

on  the  washy  ooze  deep  channels  wore ; 

,  crc  God  had  bid  the  ground  be  dry, 

>ut  within  those  banks,  where  rivers  now 

m  and  perpetual  draw  their  humid  train. 

dry  land  earth,  and  the  great  receptacle 

ongrcgated  waters  he  callM  Seas: 

saw  that  it  wa^  good,  and  said,  Let  th*  Earth 

brth  the  verdant  grass,  herb  yielding  seed,  310 

fruit-tree  yielding  fruit  aft^r  her  kind, 

)se  seed  is  in  herself  upon  the  earth. 

:arce  had  said,  when  the  bare  earth,  till  then 

rt  and  bare,  unsightly,  unadom'd, 

ght  forth  the  tender  grass,  whose  verdure  clad 

iniversal  face  with  pleasant  green, 

I  herbs  of  every  leaf,  that  sudden  flow'r'd 

ling  their  van'ous  colon,  wi  m^<^*t  ^^ 
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« 

Her  bosom  ktelliflg  tweet:  «m1  dMieicMVeMMW 
Forth  flourish'd  thick  tbediut'riag  viae»  fafkcttfl 
The  smelling  gourd,,  up  stood  the  conif  Btt^  Sil 
Embattled  in  her£eld,4nd  th*  huaUe  ahnb^ 
And  bush  with  frizzled  hair  implicit:  btc< 
Rose  as  in  dance  the  stately  creeii  and  i^rtad 
Their  branches  hung  with  copious  fruit,  or  gcaMnV 
Their  blossoms :  with  high  woods  the  IhUs  ym 

crown'd, 
'With  tufu  the  valleys,  and  each  foontain  nde. 
With  borders  long  the  rivers:  that  earth  now 
Seem'd  like  to  Heav'ii,aseat  whcreGods might  dwdllf 
Or  wander  with  delight,  and  love  to  haunt-    S30 
Her  $acred  shades:  though  God  had  yet  not  laia'd 
Upon  the  earth,  and  man  to  till  the  ground 
None  was,  but  from  the  earth  a  dewy  mist 
Went  up  and  water'd  all  the  ground,  and  each 
Plant  of  the  field,  which  ere  it  was  in  th'  earth 
God  made,  and  every  herb,  before  it  grew 
On  the  green  stem;  God  saw  that  it  was  good: 
So  ev'n  and  morn  recorded  the  third  day. 

Again  th'  Almighty  spake,  Let  there  be  lights 
High  in  th*  expanse  of  Heav'n,  to  divide  340 

I'he  day  from  night;  and  let  them  be  for  signS} 
For  seasons,  and  for  days,  and  circling  yearsy 
And  let  them  be  for  lights  as  I  ordain 
l^heir  ofiice  in  the  firmament  of  Heav'n 
To  give  light  on  the  earth ;  and  it  was  so* 
And  God  made  two  ^jrean^U^hu^  ^feat  for  their  UH 
To  man,  the  greatcT  to  \iaNt  ivAt  Vj  ^vj^ 
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ist  nutriment,  or  under  rocks  their  food 

ointcd  armour  watch :  on  smooth  the  seal 

fl  bended  dolphins  play :  pan  huge  of  hulk  410 

il  lowing  unwieldy',  enormous  in  their  gait 

npest  the  ocean :  there  leviathan, 

§eM  of  living  creatures,  on  the  deep 

rtch'd  like  a  promontory,  sleeps  or  swims, 

d  seems  a  moving  land,  and  at  his  gills 

iws  in,  and  at  his  trunk  spouts  out  a  sea. 

anwhile  the  tepid  caves,  and  fens,  and  shores, 

eir  brood  as  numerous  hatch,  from  th'  egg  that  soon 

rating  with  kindly  rupture  forth  disclos'd     419 

eir  callow  young,  but  feathcrM  soon  and  fledge 

ey  summ'd  their  pens,  and  soaring  th*  air  siibliirm 

ith  clang  despis'd  ihc  ground,  under  a  cloud 

prospect ;  there  the  eagle  and  the  stork 

\  cliffs  and  cedar  tops  their  eyries  build : 

rt  loosely  wing  the  region,  part  more  wise 

common,  rang'd  in  figure  wedge  their  way, 

lelligent  of  seasons,  and  set  forth 

leir  aery  caravan  high  over  seas 

ying,  and  over  lands  with  mutual  wing 

ising  their  flight ;  so  steers  the  prudent  crane  430 

:r  annual  voyage*  borne  op  winds;  the  air 

ores,  as  they  pass,  (annM  with  unnumber'd  pfumcs : 

om  branch  to  branch  the  smaller  birds  with  song 

liuc'd  the  woods,  and  spread  their  ^painted  Wincs 

ill  ev'n,  nor  then  the  solemn. nightitijgil^^ ' 

las'd  warbJiog;  but  all  night  tUTV*d1i!ti  iXAx\^^>*-' 

bers  Qa  silver  lakes  and  rivc^a  b^xVj?^  * 
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Their  downy  bf^stst  j  tbe  tiltel«  WidtJt^chea  ikq,  ; 
Between  hcf  iMte  wiogt»  iliii^tIid]j^ifMlffljr  jUrt 
Her  shite  with  ouy  feet  |  yet  oft'tihi^^. ;  jfp 
The  dank)  ud  nui^  6ii  inn  pferibni'i  MMrer 
The  mid  aercd  ikjrt  othen  on gnnftid  \ 
Walk'd firm t  the craitedcock,  wbow dmUiqitoii 
The  filent  hoon,  tnd  th*  other  whbte  jfij  tiinik 
Adorns  him,  colored  with  Ae  lloiid  hue 
Of  rainbows  and  starry*  eyes.     The  wadeis  itm 
With  fish  replenishM,  and  the  air  with  fowl, 
Evening  and  Mom  solemniz'd  the  fifth  day* 

The  sixth,  and  of  creation  last  arose 
With  evening  harps  and  matin,  when  God  said,  450 
Let  th'  Earth  bring  forth  soul  living  in  her  kind, 
Cattle  and  creeping  things,  and  beast  of  th'  Eaftb, 
Each  in  their  kind.     The  Earth  obeyM^  and  stiait 
Opening  her  fertile  womb,  te^mM  at  a  birth 
Innumerous  living  creatures,  perfi^ct  forms, 
Limb*d  and  full  grown,  out  of  the  ground  up  rose 
As  from  his  lair  the  wild  beast,  where  he  wons 
In  forest  wild,  in  thicket,  brake,  or  den ; 
Among  the  trees  in  pairs  they  rose,  they  walk'd: 
The  cattle  in  the  fields  and  meadow^  green :    460 
Those  rare  and  solitary,  these  in  flocks 
Pasturing  at  once,  and  in  broad  herds  upsprung* 
The  grassy  clods  now  calv'd,  now  half  appeat'd 
The  tawny  lion,  pawing  to  get  free 
His  hinder  parts,  then  springs  as  bfoke  from  boii^< 
And  rampant  shakes  Yus  Wvniit^TWMftx  ^^^^«:< 
The  libbard,  and  iVie  ue^t*  «s  \V^  ^^\^ 
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r 

ising,  the  crumbled  earti)  above  them  threw 
hiliockt :  the  swift  stag  from  uader  ground 
ireapbu  bnncliing  head :  fcar/ce  from  hii  meld 
>Jiem«>th»  Inggnt  bom  of  Earth,  opbeav'd     471 
it  vattnen :  fleeced  die  flocks  and  bleating  rbse, 
»  plants :  aml^goous  between  sea  and  land 
he  river  bone  and  tcaljr  crocodile* 
t  OBoe  came  forth  whatever  creeps  the  gronnd» 
sect  or  worm :  tbo^  wav'd  their  liAiber  &ns 
nr  wingSi  and  smallest  lineamenu  exact 
all  the  liveries  deck'd  of  Summers  prida 
^ith  spots  of  gold  and  purple',  azure  and  green  : 
heae  u  a  line  their  long  dimesiioos  drew,    480 
reakii^  the  ground  with  sinuous  trace  ;  not  all 
[inims  of  Nature ;  some  of  serpent  kind, 
/oodroos  in  length  and  corpulence,  invol'd 
heir'  snaky  folds,  and  added  wings.     First  crept 
he  parsimonious  emmet,  provident 
if  future,  in  small  room  laige  heart  inclos'd, 
itlem  of  just  equality  perfaapa 
ereafter,  joinM  in  her  popular  tribes 
f  commonali^  :  swarming  next  appeared 
lie  female  bee,  that  feeds  her  husband  drone  490 
•elidously,  and  builds  her  waxen  cells 
/ith  honey  stor'd :  the  rest  are  numbet less. 
Ad  thou  their  natures  know'st,  and  gav*st  them 
eedlesf  to  thee  repeated ;  nor  unknown  [names, 
he  seipem,  fubtlcM  beast  of  all  the  field, 
fir'hiige  extent  sometimes,  with  bm«ii  «|tii. 

ad  hurjr  ttUfn  mmSCf  tliQii|^  Ko  i]b«& 
rax.  MM*  ^ 
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Not  noKiout,  but  ohcdifBr  at  fkj  cdL 

Now  HctT'n  in  all  ha^iaif  ^bam,  liii 
Her  modoos,  u  the  gteat  lint  liovci^ 
Fim  wbecl'd  their  cooffie}  EuthiilHtfiicli 
ConftimiMte  Icmckj  tmilM}  -  aks  mm 
By  fowl,  fish,  beait,  was  floWii»  WM  sirtni,  vMfll 
Frequent;  and  of  the  sixth  daf  jet  ttaakHi  ' 
There  wanted  yet  the  asaster  mck,  the'ead ' 
Of  fll  yet  done  ;  a  creatnre  Who  nfac  pioae     ^ 
And  brute  as  other  cieatnres,'  hot  indK^ 
With  sanctity  of  reasoo«  naight  erect 
His  stature*  and  upright  with  frott  serena 
Govern  the  rest,  aelf-luio«ing»  and  froaatheHsSl 
Magnanimous  to  correspond  with  Heaf'ny 
Bat  grateful  to  acknowledge  whence  his  good 
D::scend$,  thither  with  heart  and  voice  ud  ejtt 
Directed  in  devotion,  to  adore 
And  worship  God  supreme,  who  made  him  dae 
Of  all  his  works :  therefore  th*  Omnipotent 
Eternal  Father  (For  where  is  not  he 
Present?)  thus  to  his  Son  audibly  spake: 

Let  us  make  now  Man  in  our  image,  lyfaa 
In  our  similitude,  and  let  them  rule  S! 

Over  the  fish  and  fowl  of  sea,  and  air. 
Beast  of  the  field,  and  over  all  the  Earth, 
And  every  creeping  thing  that  creeps  the  groaa 
This  said,  he  form*d  thee,  Adam,  thee,  O  MsOi 
Dust  of  the  ground,  and  in  thy  noitrib  breaaVi 
The  breath  o(  \vie*,  \tiVv\%  Of^itLima^  be 
Created  thcc,'inl\xG*vm^^^\^»^    • 
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:prcss,  and  thou  becam'st  a  living  soul. 

ale  he  created  tbec,  but  thy  consort 

male  for  race ;  then  bless'd  Mankind,  and  said,  530 

:  fruitful,  multiply,  and  fill  the  Earth, 

bdue  it,  and  throughout  dominion,  hold 

vcT  fish  of  the  sea,  and  fowl  of  th'  air, 

id  every  living  thing  that  moves  on  th'  Earth. 

Wherever  thus  created,  for  no  place 

yet  distinct  by  name,  thence,  as  thou  know'sf, 
•  brought  thee  into  this  delicious  grove, 
lis  garden,  planted  >vith  the  trees  of  God, 
electable  both  to  behold  and  taste; 
nd  freely  all  their  pleasant  fruit  for  food      510 
ave  thee ;  all  sorts  are  here  that  all  th'  Earth  yields 
aricty  without  end;  but  of  the  tree, 
/bich  tasted  works  knowledge  of  good  and  evil, 
hou  may'st  not ;  in  the  day  thou  eat'st,  thou  dy'st ; 
^9X\k  is  the  penalty  impos*d,  beware, 
.nd  govern  well  thy  appetite,  lest  Sin 
urprize  thee,  and  her  black  attendant  Death. 

Here  finished  he,  and  all  that  he  had  made 
''iew'd,  and  behold  all  was  entirely  good  ; 
o  £y^  and  Mom  accomplished  the  sixth  day:  550 
^et  not  till  the  Creator  from  his  work 
Resisting,  though  unwearied,  up  returned, 
Jp  to  the  Heav*n  of  Heav*n*s  his  high  abode, 
Thence  to  behold  this  new-creased  world 
rh*  addition  of  his  empire,  how  it  showM 
n  prospect  from  his  throne,  how  ^ooA,  \vcivj  Va:*^^ 
[uswerin^  bis  great  Idea.      Up  he  \o^e 

E    2 
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FolIowM  with >acc1amat ion  and  the  sound 
Symphonluus  of  ten  thousand  harps  that  tunM 
Angelic  harmonies  ;  the  earth,  the  air  560 

Resounded,  (thou  remcmher'st,  for  thou  hcardit] 
I'hc  Hcav'ns  and  all  the  constellations  run^ 
The  planets  in  their  station  list'ning  stood. 
While  the  bright  pomp  ascended  jubilant* 
Open,  ye  everlasting  Gates,  they  sung, 
Open,  ye  Heav*ns,  your  living  doors;  Ictia 
The  great  Creator  from  his  work  retum'd 
Magnificent,  his  six  days' work,  a  World; 
Open,  and  henceforth  oft ;  for  God  will  deign 
I'o  visit  oft  the  dwellings  of  just  men  570 

Dellghtrd,  and  with  frequent  intercourse 
'1  111  I  lie  r  will  send  his  winged  messengers 
On  crnnids  of  supernal  grace.      So  sung 
Tlie  glorious  train  ascending:  he  tlirou^jh  Hcavii| 
Jlut  opcn'd  wide  her  blazing  portals,  led 
To  ()«id\  (!tcrnal  house  direct  the  way, 
A  br<..id  and  ample  road,  whose  dust  is  gold 
And  pavement  stars,  as  stars  to  ihce  appeai;i 
Siren  in  the  galaxy,  tinl  milky  waVi 
Whicii  nl;iluiy  as  a  circling  zone  thou  secst     5S0 
V.)wdt'r'd  wl'h  strirs.      And  now  ou  Earth  the  i^ 
J'.v(.':niii;.iros.-  in  Ivicn,  for  the  sun  [vco4 

V,':; .  s  r,  and  twill^;bt  from  the  Ea^t  came  on, 
^  'ii  rii::iii:jj;  \i^ht  ;  whi'u  at  the  holy  mount 
('i  jI.  r.'.i'-.  'usJi-M:.:tcd  top,  th' imperial  throne 

J  lir  i'r.'uvl  j'(»v,;-.-.  v;.v:v\\,  ^\A  \a.vVvcsw  ^^f^'ts 
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ith  his  great  Father,  for  he  also  went 

'isible,  yet  stayM,  (such  privilege 

th  Omnipresence)  and  the  woik  ordain'd,   590 

ithor  and  end  of  all  things,  and  from  work 

>w  resting,  bless'd  and  hallowM  the  sev'nth  day, 

resting  on  that  day  fiom  all  his  work, 
t  not  in  silence  holy  kept;  the  harp 
d  work  and  rested  not,  the  solemn  pipe, 
d  dulcimer,  all  organs  of  sweet  stop, 
[  sounds  on  finet  by  string  or  golden  wire 
mper'd  soft  tunings,  intermix'd  with  voice 
oral  or  unison:  of  incense  clouds 
tning  from  golden  censers  hid  the  mount.    600 
sation  and  the  six  days'  acts  th^y  sung, 
eat  are  thy  works,  Jehovah,  infinite 
y  power :  what  thought  can  measure  thee  or  tongu<*^ 
late  thee  ?  greater  now  in  thy  return 
an  from  the  giant  angels;  thee  that  day 
ly  thunders  magnify'd;  \}ut  to  create    ^ 
greater  than  created  to  destroy. 

ho  can  impair  thee,  mighty  King  1  or  bound 
)y  empire  ?  easily  the  proud  attempt 
f  Spi'rits  apostate  and  their  counsels  vain       6 1 0 
bou  hast  repeird,  while  impiously  they  thought 
lee  to  diminish,  and  from  thee  withdraw 
lie  number  of  thy  worshippers.     Who  seeks 
3  les^n  thee  against  his  purpose  serves 
3  manifest  the  more  thy  might :  his  evii 
lou  usest,  and  iiom  thence  crcal'si  moie,  ^^^» 
'hness  this  neW'Xnside  world,  anoiVi^t  Wt'SsTTw 

£  3 
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From  Heaiv'ii  gite  not  fiur,  feuodcsd  la  yxw* 
On  the  clcv  hyalincy  the  glaity  «ea  ; 
Of  amplitude  almoit  immeate,  widl'ttarf        690 
Numerous,  and  evety  star  perhaps  a  world 
Of  destin'd  hahiution :  hat  thbu  know^ 
Their  seasons :  among  these  the  teatt  oTmeny 
Earth  with  her  nether  ocean  cifcumfus'd* 
Their  pleasant  dwelling  place.  Thdce  hs^  iwa» 
And  sons  of  men,  whom  God  hath  thus  adfaac*d. 
Created  in  his  image,  there  to  dwell 
And  worship  him,  and  in  reward  to  rule 
Over  his  works,  on  earth,  in  sea,  or  air, 
And  multiply  a  race  of  worshippers  630 

Holy  and  just:  thrice  happy  if  they  know 
Their  happiness,  and  persevere  upright. 
So  sung  they,  and  the  empyrean  rung 
With  halleluiahs :  thus  was  sabbath  kept. 
And  thy  request  think  now  fulfill'd,  that  askM 
How  first  this  world  and  face  of  things  began, 
And  what  before  thy  memory  was  done 
From  the  beginning,  that  posterity 
Xnform'd  by  thee  might  know  ;  if  else  thou  seek'tt 
Ought,  not  surpassing  human  measure,  say.     640 
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BOOK  VIII. 


^\z  9(r0ument« 

^dam  inquijpes  concerning  celestial  motions,  is  douhtatUy  i.t> 
swered,  and  exhorted  to  search  rather  things  more  -worti^y  of 
knowledge:  Adam  assents,  and  (till  desirous  to  detain  RiiplKn  I. 
relates  to  him  what  he  remembered  since  his  own  creatiun,  \\\i> 

J  Placing  in  Paradise,  his  talk  with  God  concerning  •cnlitude  aud 
it  society,  his  first  meeting  and  nuptials  with  Eve,  liis  discuia  sr 
vith  the  angel  thereupon;  who  after  admonitions  rcpcacH 
departs. 
» 

X  H  E  Angel  ended,  and  in  Adam's  ear 
So  charming  left  his  voice,  that  he  a  while 
Thought  him  still  speaking,  still  stood  fix'd  to  hear; 
Then  as  new  wak'd  thus  gratefully  reply'd : 

What  thanks  sufficient,  or  what  Vecompcnse 
Equal  have  I  to  render  thee,  divine 
Historian,  who  thus  largely  hast  allayM 
The  thirst  I  had  of  knowledge,  and  vouchsaf 'd 
This  friendly  condescension  to  relate 
Things  else  hy  me  unsearchable,  now  heard       10 
With  wonder,  but  delight,  and,  as  is  due, 
With  glory  attributed  to  the  high 
Creator?  something  yet  of  doubt  remains, 
Which  only  thy  solution  can  resolve. 
When  I  behold  this  goodly  frame,  this  world 
OfHeav'n  and  Earth  consisting,  ^xv^  eot£\^w\^ 
Their  magnitudes,  this  earth ,  21  s^ox,  ^  ^vcv\ 
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An  :itom,  «iih  the  (irn 
And  ill  hi^r  numbcr'd 
^pscc^  ii'comprelicnsible  (for  luch 
']  heir  distance  a:^u  and  iheir  twift 
Diumal)  merely  to  officiate  light 
Rsund  this  opacous  canh,  thit  punc 
One  day  and  nighl  in  all  ihcir  van  t 
LV.L'li'sa  besides;  reasoning  I  ofi  adm 
Uovi  Nature,  wise  and  frugal,  could 
Such  disproportions,  with  wrperfluoi 
Sn  many  nobler  bodiei 


Forai 


nifold  to  this 


lughi  appears,  and  on  their  oibt 
Huch  rcsilesj  revolution  day  by  day 
Repeated,  while  the  Kdentary  caith, 
7'hdL  better  might  with  far  less  comf 
J-crv'd  by  more  noble  than  herself,  a 
Her  end  without  least  motion,  and  re 
A'-.  iriUiif,  siirh  a  sum  I  ess  journey  bi 
Of  incorpoK.il  spi-ed,  her  warmth  an 
S])rcd,  to  desrribe  whose  swifiness  ni 
So  spake  our  Sire,  and  by  bis  count 
Kni'riiif;  on  studious  ihoiighis  sbslru! 

With  lowliness  majestic  from  her  se 
And  giace  that  won  who  saw  to  wisi 
Knse,  and  wi  nt  forth  among  her  fruit 
'i'o  vijii  how  iliey  prospcr'd,  bud  ant 
Jlcr  niiticiy  ,  ihf.^  it.  het  coming  tp 
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Yet  went  she  not.  as  noi  with  such  discouiif 

Dtlighttd,  or  noi  capable  hei  ear 

Of  what  was  high:  such  pltaiurc  she  reirn'd,  s 

Adam  Tclating,  she  sole  audidtsj; 

Herhuiband  the  telator  she  pffctr'd 

Scfnre  ibc  Angcl,  and  of  him  to  ait 

Chose  rather,  he,  she  knew,  would  intermix 

Grjicful  digreiiiors,  and  lelve  hi^  dispute 

Wuh  conjugal  csreHci  i  fri'm  his  lip 

Not  words  alone  plcai'd  her.     O  when  meet  uu 

Such  pairj  in  love  and  muiuil  h&tioijoiu'd? 

With  goddeii-like  dftncanot  forth  ahe  wcni, 

Vw  unattended,  Tor  on  her,  as  queen,  6 

A  pomp  of  winning  Graces  waited  iiill, 

And  from  about  her  iboi  d*ru  of  deaiie 

Into  iill  eyes  to  wish  her  iiill  in  tight. 

Ai>d  Raphiicl  now  to  Adam's  doubt  propiii'd 

Benevolent  and  facile  thus  reply'd: 

To  ask  or  icaich  I  blame  thee  not,  for  Hi:av'i 
Is  ai  the  book  of  Cod  befatc  ihce  set. 
Wherein  te  read  his  wondrous  works,  and  k:i[ii 
His  seaionl,  hours,  or  days,  or  monlhs,  or  years 
Thii  lo  attain,  whether  Heav'o  move  or  Earth,  'i 
Imports  nni,  if  tbou  reckon  right;  the  re^l 
From  man  or  angel  the  great  Architect 
Did  wisely  lo  conceal,  and  not  divulge 
His  secrets  (o  be  scarm'd  by  ihem  who  ought 
Rather  admiie;  or  if  they  list  lo  try 
Conjeclurr,  he  hit  fahric  of  tlie  HtaVte 
//*(A  left  fo  iJifii  clijpuics,  pcilia^*  W  ^\\Q\% 
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His  4aughter  at  their  quaint  opiiuoDi  wide 
HereaTter,  when  they  come  to  nodd  Heaht    . 
And  calculate  the  ftaii,  how  fStuif  vill  vkU  ^ 

The  Blighty  frame,  how  build,  unbinU,  coMBif 
To  tave  appearancetf'how  gpid  the  sphere 
With  centric  and  eccentric  scribbled  d'er. 
Cycle  and  epicycle,  orb  in  orb; 
Already  by  thy  Ireasoning  this  I  gueSy 
Who  art  to  lead  thy  offspring,  and'suppqieit    / 
That  bodies  bright  and  gieatcr  dwald  not  tan 
The  less  not  bright,  nor  Heaven  such  journeys  01 
Earth  sitting  still,  when  she  alone  leceives       i 
The  bene6t ;  consider  first,  that  great   '    '    .1 
-  Or  bright  infers  not  excelletice:  the  earth. 
Though  in  comparison  of  Heav'n,  so  smalli 
Nor  glist'ring,  may  of  solid  good  contain 
More  plenty  than  the  sun  that  barren  shines, 
Whose  virtne  on  itself  works  no  effect. 
But  in  the  fruitful  Earth;  there  first  receiv'd 
His  beams,  unactive  else,  their  vigor  find» 
Yet  not  to  Earth  are  those  bright  luminaries 
Officious,  but  to  thee,  Earth's  habitant. 
And  for  the  Heav'n's  wide  circuit,  let  it  spesk  IM 
The  Maker's  high  magnificence,  who  built 
So  spacious,  and  his  line  stretch'd  out  so  far; 
That  m/n  may  know  he  lives  Hot  in  his  own; 
An  edifice  too  large  for  him  to  fill, 
Lodg'd  in  a  small  partition,  and  the  rest 
Ordain'd  for  o'^w  to  Vv\^  V,ti\d.V«&c  known. 
1  he  swiivucs  ot  iVvost  c \\Ov<i^  ^^x\^Q^a^^^ 


lokVlIL'.  PARADISE  LOST.  63 

bough  numberless,  to  his  omnipotence, 
hat  to  corporeal  substances  could  add         '   109 
)eed  almost  spiritual;  me  thou  think'st  not  slow, 
7\kO  since  the  morning  hour  set  out  from  Heav*n 
^here  God  resides,  and  ere  mid-day  arriv'd 

Eden,  distance  inexpressible 
T  numbers  that  have  name.     But  this  I  urge, 
imitting  motion  in  the  Heav'ns,  to  show 
valid  that  which  thee  to  doubt  it  mov'd; 
ot  that  I  so  afHrm,  though  so  it  seem 
•y  thee  who  hast  thy  dwelling  here  on  Earth. 
3d  to  remove  his  ways  from  human  sense, 
ac'd  Heav'nfrom  Earth  so  far,  that  earthly  sight, 

it  presume,  might  err  ip  things  too  high,      121 
nd  no  advantage  gain.     What  if  the  sun 
:  centre  to  the  world,  and  other  stars 
f  his  attractive  virtue  and  their  own 
cited,  dance  about  him  various  rounds? 
heir  wandering  course  now  high,  now  low,  then  hid, 
rogressive,  retrograde,  or  standing  still, 
,  six  thou  seest,  and  what  if  seventh  to  these 
be  planet  Earth,  so  steadfast  though  she  seem, 
sensibly  three  different  motions  move?  130 

/hich  else  to  several  spheres  thou  must  ascribe 
ov*d  contrary  with  thwart  obliquities, 
r  save  the  sun  its  labour,  and  that  swift 
octurnal  and  diurnal  rhomb  suppos*d, 
visible  else  above  all  stars,  the  wheel 
Fday  and  night;  which  needs  tvoi  iVv^  Vi^V\^i^^ 
EiTtb  iaduftrious  of  herse\£  {clc\v  ^^^ 


.- 
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Travelling  east,  and  with  her  pact  avtne  •  ■ 

From  the  sun's  beam  meet  mjbtf  hn  ftimffi^  ft 
Still  luminous  by  his  ny*   MJlut  jf  dlif^i^^  Ull 
Sent  from  her  through  chetnde  tna^iqiplJl^ 
To  the  terrestrial  moon  be  as  aattr 
Enlightening  her  by  day^  as  shfrliy  ai^ 
This  Earth?  reciprocal,  if  land  be;  thoc^ 
Fields  and  inhabitants:  her  spots  thoa 
As  clouds,  and  clouds  may  run,  and  iijii  pojhri'  f 
Fruits  in  her  soften'd  soil*  for  some  Id  cat 
Allotted  there ;  and  other  suds  peifaaps 
With  their  attendant  moons  than  wilt  defoy*. 
Communicating  male  and  female  light,       .    tM^ 
Which  two  great  sexes  animate  the  worid, 
StorM  in  each  orb  perhaps  with  some  that  U?e« 
For  such  vast  room  in  Nature  unpossessed 
By  living  soul,  desert  and  desolate* 
Only  to  shine,  yet  scarce  to  contribute 
Each  orb  a  glimpse  of  light,  convey'd  so  hr 
Down  to  this  habitable,  which  returns 
Light  back  to  them,  is  obvious  to  dispute. 
But  whether  thus  these  things,  or  whether  not, 
Whether  the  sun  predominant  in  Heav'n        160 
Rise  on  the  Earth,  or  Earth  rise  on  the  sun. 
He  from  the  East  his  flaming  road  begin. 
Or  she  from  West  her  silent  course  advance 
With  inoffensive  pace  that  spinning  sleeps 
On  her  soft  axle,  while  she  paces  even 
And  bears  thee  soft  with  the  smooth  air  aloD^ 
"iolictt  not  thy  thou^ti^  Ni\)}ciTcc&\cw\i!i&<^ 
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iCave  them  to  God  above,  him  serve  and  fear ; 
)f  other  creatures,  as  him  pleases  best, 
Vherever  plac'd,  let  him  dispose  :  joy  thou  170 
n  what  he  gives  to  thee,  this  Paradise 
ind  thy  fair  £ve  ;  Heav'n  is  for  thee  too  higli 

0  know  what  passes  there;  be  lowly  wise  : 
hink  only  what  concerns  thee  and  thy  being  : 
Iream  not  of  other  worlds,  what  creatures  there 
ive,  in  what  state,  condition,  or  degree, 
ontented  that  thus  far  hath  been  revcaFd 

ot  of  earth  only  but  of  highest  Heav'n. 
To  whom  thus  Adam,  clear'd  of  doubt,  rcply'd  : 
!ow  fully  hast  thou  satisfy'd  me,  pure  180 

itcUigence  of  Heav'n,  Angel  serene, 
.nd  freed  from  intricacies,  taught  to  live 
he  easiest  way,  nor  with  perplexing  thoughts 
'o  interrupt  the  sweet  of  life,  from  which 
rod  hath  bid  dwell  far  off  all  anxious  cares, 
ind  not  molest  us,  unless  we  ourselves 
eek  them  with  wand' ring  thoughts,  and  notions  vain. 
ut  apt  the  mind  or  fancy  is  to  rove 
fncheck'd,  and  of  her  roving  is  no  end  ; 
'ill  warn'd,  or  by  experience  taught,  she  learn,  190 
*hat  not  to  know  at  large  of  things  remote 
rom  use,  obscure  and  subtle,  but  to  know 
'hat  >irhich  before  us  lies  in  daily  life, 

1  the  prime  wisdom  ;  what  is  more,  is  fume 
)r  emptiness,  or  fond  impertinence, 

Ind  renders  us  in  things  that  most  cotvct.T\k 
^npractis'd,  unprepared,  andstiU  10  itfcV* 
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Therefore  from  this  high  pitch  let  us  descend 

A  lower  flight,  indspemk  of  things  at  haod 

Useful,  whence  haply  mention  may  arise         200 

Of  something  not  unseasonable  to  ask 

By  suiferance,  and  thy  wonted  £ivor  deign'd. 

Thee  I  have  heard  relating  what  was  done 

Ere  my  remembrance :  now  hear  me  relate 

My  story,  which  perhaps  thou  hast  ^not  heard ; 

And  day  is  not  yet  spent ;  till  then  thou  secst 

How  subtly  to  detain  thee  I  devise, 

Inviting  thee  to  hear  while  I  relate. 

Fond,  were  it  not  in  hope  of  thy  reply: 

For  while  I  sit  with  tbec,  I  seem  in  Heav'n,     310 

And  sweeter  thy  discourse  is  to  my  car 

l^han  fruits  of  palm-tree  pleasantest  to  thirst 

And  hunger  both,  from  labor,  at  the  hour 

Of  sweet  repast ;  they  satiate,  and  soon  fill 

Though  pleasant,  but  thy  words  with  grace  divine 

Imbued,  bring  to  their  sweetness  no  satiety. 

To  whom  thus  Raphael  answcr*d  heav*nly  (neck: 
Nor  are  thy  lips  ungraceful.  Sire  of  Men, 
Nor  tongue  ineloquent ;  for  God  on  thee 
Abundantly  his  gifts  hath  also  pour'd  280 

Inward  and  outward  both,  his  image  fair  : 
Speaking  or  mute  all  comeliness  and  grace 
Attends  thee,  and  each  word,  each  motion  forms; 
Nor  less  think  we  in  Heav'n  of  thee  on  Earth 
Than  of  our  fellow-servant,  and  enquire 
Gladly  into  the  ways  o^  Oo^  v»v3cl  \»asi\ 
Fdr  Cod  we  sec  haiU  Vvouoi'  ^  vVt^^  ^^^  ^^ 
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On  man  his  equal  love  ;  say  therefore  on  ; 
For  I  that  day  was  absent,  as  befel, 
Bound  on  a  voyage  uncouth  and  obscure,  230 

Far  on  excursion  tow'ard  the  gates  of  Hell  ; 
Squar'd  in  full  legion  (such  oommand  we  had) 
To  see  that  none  thence  issued  forth  a  spy, 
Or  enemy,  while  God  was  in  his  work. 
Lest  he  incens'd  at  such  eruption  bold. 
Destruction  with  creation  might  have  mixVl. 
Nbt  that  they  durst  without  his  leave  attempt, 
fiut  us  he  sends  upon  his  high  behests 
For  state,,  as  Sovran  King,  and  to  inure 
Our  prompt  obedience.     Fast  we  found,  fast  shut 
The  dismal  gates,  and  barricado'd  strong ;  ^41 

But  long  ere  dur  approachiag  heard  within 
Noise,  other  than  the  sound  of  dance  or  song. 
Torment  and  loud  lament,  and  furious  rage. 
Glad  we  returned  up  to  the  Coasts. of  Light 
Etc  sabbath  evening  :  so  we  had  in  charge. 
But  thy  relation  now ;  for  I  attend, 
Fleas'd  with  thy  words  no  less  than  thou  with  mine. 
So  spake  the  godlike  Power,  and  thus  our  Sire  : 
For  man  to  tell  how  human  life  began  2b^ 

Is  hard ;  for  who  himself  beginning  knew  ? 
Desire  with  thee  still  longer  to  converse 
Induc*d  mc     As  new  wak'd  from  soundest  sleep 
Soft  on  the  flowery  herb  I  found  me  laid 
In  balmy  sweat,  which  with  his  beams  the  sun 
Soon  dr/*d,  and  on  the  reeking  tcioy^vOlT^  ^^^• 
$tr4it  towdrd  Hcav'n  my  wond'rm^t^^^^^'^^^^^'' 

r2 


And  gu'd  ■  vhilc  the  ample  tky 
By  cjuick  instinctive  motion  up  1 
Ai  thitbennid  endeivouring,  ■« 
Stood  on  toy  fed  ;  about  mc  roi 
Hilt,  dilc,  «nd  ihady  woodi,  *n4 
And  liquid  I^k  of  DWnn'ring  it 
Creature!  tbat  tiv'd  and  mov'd,  ( 
Krdi  on  the  bruichea  watttliog  j 
With  fragrance  and  witli  joji  m 
Klyielf  I  ilien  perui'd,  and  limb 
Survcy'd,  and  (omeliBiet  vtnt,  i 
With  lappk  jnnu,  ai  lively  *nf 
But  vho  I  wii,  or  where,  ot  frw 
Kaew  Dot ;  to  ipeak  t  try'd,  uu 
My  tongue  obey'd,  and 'readily  c 
Wfaaie'er  I  lav.  Thou  Sun,  u 
And  ibou  enlighten'd  Earth,  ao 
Ye  hill),  and  daiea,  ye  riveri,  wi 
And  ye  that  live  ahd  move,'  ftir 
Tell,  if  ye  saw,  how  came  I  tbu 
Notoftnyielf;  bytomegreatM 
In  goodneit  and  in  power  preen 
Tell  me,  how  may  I  know  him. 
From  whom  I  have  thai  thus  1 1 
And  feel  ihat  I  am  happier  thai 
MV'hilc   thus    1  call'd,  and   sir 

whither, 
rrom  where  1  fifsl  dicw  air,  anc 
1  his  Iiappy  light,  wbtti  aTOwci 
On  3  green  ahady  banV^tolNi^i 
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Pensive  I  sat  mc  down ;  there  gentle  Sleep 
First  found  me,  and  ^ith  soft  oppression  seizM 
My  droused  sense,  untroubled,  though  I  thought 
L  then  was  passing  to  my  former  sute  290 

Cmcnsible,  and  forthwith  to  dissolve  : 
VVhen  suddenly  stood  at  my  head  a  Oream« 
Whose  inward  apparition  gently  mov*d 
My  fancy  to  believe  I  yet  had  being, 
A'jd  liv'd  :  one  came,  metbought,  of  shape  divine, 
And  said.  Thy  mansion  wants  thee,  Adam,  rise. 
First  Man,  of  men  innumerable  ordainM 
1*1:51  Father,  called  by  thee  I  come  thy  guide 
lo  the  GaVdcn  of  Bliss,  thy  scat  prepared. 
So  saying,  hvthr  hand  he  took  me  rais'd,  300 

And  over  iitlds  and  waters,  as  in  air 
Smooth  sliding  without  step,  last  led  me  up 
A  woody  mountain  ;  whose  high  top  was  plain, 
A  circuit  wide,  inclos'd,  with  godliest  trees 
Planted,  with  walks,  and  bowers,  that  what  I  saw 
Cf  Earth  before  scarce  pleasant  seem*d.   Each  tree 
leaden  with  fairest  fruit  that  hung  to  th'  eye 
"^fmpiing,  stirr'd  in  me  sudden  appetite, 
*l'o  pluck  and  eat;  whereat  I  wak'd  and  found 
-^fbre  mine  eyes  all  real,  as  the  dream  310 

Had  lively  shadow'd  :  here  had  new  begun 
^y  wandering,  had  not  he  who  was  my  guide 
^p  hither,  from  among  the  trees  appeared, 
^fcscncc  divine.     Rejoicing,  but  with  awe, 
^n  adoration  at  his  feet  I  fell 

^*ibmisM  :  he  xea/'J  mc*,  and  v^Vioia  v3w»3l  ^csv\"^'C  v^ 
I  am,  F  3 
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...nd  inildb',  author  of  all  ihls  iliousccst 
\hovc,  or  round  about  thcc,  or  beneath. 
J  his  Paradise  I  give  thcc,  count  it  thine 
To  till  and  keep,  aiid  of  the  fruit  to  cat :         320 
<")f  every  tree  that  in  the  garden  grows 
K.it  freely  with  glad  heart ;  for  here  no  dearth: 
}^ut  of  rhr  tree  whose  operation  brings 
Jnowlcdgc  of  good  and  ill,  which  I  have  set 
The  pledge  of  ihy  ohedicnco  and  thy  faith, 
An  id  the  garden  by  the  tree  of  life, 
i<i' member  what  I  warn  thcc,  shun  to  taste, 
And  shun  the  bitter  comequencc  :   for  know 
'1  he  day  thou  eat*st  thereof,  my  sole  command 
'liaTisgress'd,  Inevitably  thou  shalt  die,  330 

Vwm  :h.u  d;iy  mortal,  a>id  this  happy  state 
Sfnlr  lose,  expell'd  from   hence  into  a  world 
Of  woe  ;ind  sorrow.      Stcriily  he  pronounc'd 
'I  Hi'  rl;,Mrl  iurcrdiciion,  which  re.sf)u:ids 
Y't  drt-.jdful  in  mine  ear,  though  in  mv  choice 
X(jt  to  incur;   but  soon  iiis  clear  aspect 
retnin'd,  and  gracious  purp»)ie  thus  rcnew'd : 
Xot  only  these  fair  bounds,  but  all  the  Kardi 
i  <)  flue  and  to  fh"  race  1  give  ;    as  lords 
j*"ssessit,  and  all  thini^s  that  therein  live,         3« 
Or  live  in  sea,  or  air,  beast,  fish,  and  fowl. 
In  si^m  whereof  each  bird  and  beast  behold 
Afiei  their  kinds ;   I  brir.g  them  to  receive 
I'rom  thee  their  names,  and  pay  thee  fealty 
With  low  sv\\^)ec\\o\\*,  wyv^^lxv^vtixv^  ^t  vssa. 
Of  fish  within  iWvx  nsaCikv  \ti\tev^t^ 
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^ot  hither  summon'd,  since  they  cannot  change 
rheir  element  to  draw  the  thinner  air. 
Ks  thus  he  spake,  each  bird  and  beast  behold 
Approaching  two  and  two,  these  cowringlow,  350 
iVith  blandishment,  each  bird  stoop'd  on  his  wing. 
L  nam'd  them,  as  they  pass'd,  and  understood 
rheir  nature,  with  such  knowledge  God  endue4 
My  sudden  apprehension  :  but  in  these 
[  found  not  what  methought  I  wanted  still ; 
Ajid  to  the  heav'nly  Vision  thus  presumed : 

O  by  what  name,  for  thou  above  all  these, 
^bove  mankind,  or  aught  than  mankind  higher, 
Surpassest  far  my  naming,  how  may  I 
A>dore  thee,  author  of  this  universe,  360 

And  all  this  good  to  man  ?  for  whose  well  being 
So  amply,  and  with  hands  so  liberal 
rhou  hast  provided  all  things  :  but  with  me 
I  see  not  who  partakes.     In  solitude 
What  happiness,  who  can  enjoy  alone. 
Or  all  enjoying,  what  contentment  find? 
Thus  I  presumptuous,  and  the  Vision  bright, 
A.S  with  a  smile  more  brighten'd,  thus  replyM: 

What  call'st  thou  Solitude  ?  is  not  the  Earth 
With  various  living  creatures,  and  the  air        370 
Replenished,  and  all  these  at  thy  command 
To  come  and  play  before  thee  P  know'st  thou  not 
Their  language  and  their  ways  ?  they  also  know, 
A.nd  reason  not  contemptibly  ;  with  these 
Find  pastime,  and  bear  rule  ;  thy  ie.?\m'\%\M^^. 
o  spake  the  universal  Lord«  ^ud  «it«rci*^ 
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So  ordVing.     I  with  leave  of  speech  implofVii 
And  humble  deprecation,  thus  reply*!! : 

Let  not  my  words  offend  tliec«  htM^sAyrfm 
My  Maker^  be  propitious  while  I  ipcstk*:       i 
Hast  thou  not  made  m«  hers  thy  sulndtiitflk 
And  these  inferior  far  beneath  mc  set  ? 
Among  unequals  what  society 
Can  sort,  what  harmony- or  true  delight  ? 
Which  must  be  mutual,  in  proportion. due 
Giv'n  and  rcceiv'd ;  bat  in  disparity 
The  one  intense,  the  other  still  nemin 
Cannot  well  suit  with  either,  biit  foon  prove  _ 
Tedious  alike  :  of  fellovrship  I  tpcik  , 

Such  as  I  seek,  fit  to  participate 
All  rational  delight,  wherein  the  brute  *' 
Cannot  be  human  consort;  they  rejoice 
£ach  with  their  kind,  lion  with  lioness ; 
So  fitly  them  in  pairs  thou  hast  combin'd  i 
Much  less  can  bird  with  beast,  or  fish,  with  fbi 
So  well  converse,  nor  with  the  ox  the  ape  ; 
Worse  then  can  man  witli  beast,  and  least  of  i 
Whereto  th'  Almighty  answer'd  not  displea 
A  nice  and  subtle  happiness  I  see 
Thou  to  thyself  proposest,  in  the  choice 
Of  thy  associates,  Adam,  and  wilt  taste 
No  pleasure,  though  in  pleasure,  solitary. 
What  think*st  thou  then  of  me,  and  this  my  sti 
Seem  I  to  thee  sufficiently  ^ossess'd 
Of  happiness,  or  not "?  v^Vio  ^ssv  ^w*r. 
From  all  etemity)  Cot  uotie.  Wxtfi'^ 
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:cond  to  me  or  like,  equal  much  less. 

/ho  have  I  then  with  whom  to  hold  converse 

ivc  with  the  creatures  which  I  made,  and  those 

0  mc  inferior,  infiitite  descents  410 
:neath  what  other  creatures  are  to  thee  ? 

He  ceas'd,  I  lowly  answerM  :  to  attain 
he  heighthand  depth  of  thy  eternal  ways 
11  human  thoughts  come  short,  Supreme  of  things; 
hou  in  thyself  art  perfect,  and  in  thee 

no  deficience  found  :  not  so  is  man, 
it  in  degree  the  cause  of  his  desire 
y  conversation  with  his  like  to  help, 
»r  solace  his  defects.     No  need  that  thou 
louldst  propagate,  already  infinite,  420 

nd  through  all  numbers  absolute,  though  one  -, 
at  man  by  number  is  to  manifest 
is  single  imperfection,  and  beget 
ike  of  his  like,  his  image  multiply'd, 

1  unity  defective,  which  requires 
oUateral  love,  and  dearest  amity, 
hou  in  thy  secrecy  although  alone, 

est  with  thyself  accompanied,  seek*st  not 

x:ial  communication,  yet  so  pleas*d, 

anst  raise  thy  creature  to  what  heighth  thou  wilt 

•f  union  or  communion,  deify'd;  431 

by  conversing  cannot  these  erect 

rom  prone,  nor  in  their  ways  complacence  find. 

hus  I  emboldcn'd  spake,  and  freedom  us'd 

^rmissivc,  and  acceptance  found,  \v\\\t\v  ^ji\vJ^ 

/V  9iiswcr  from  the  p;raciou&  vo'\ce  CJmwc  *. 


11  FAKADICX    I,OIT-         JMifl 

Thai  far  m  (ry  thee,  Adam,  1  wis  fitv'i, 
Aod  End  (bee  knowing  nm  of  brisis  aUint,        « 
Wbicli  lltou  had  rightly  nam'il,  bur  uf  ibysctL 
£x|nuMOg  well  ihc^pi'rit  uiihiii  i^c  dec,    fl 
My  inMgtt  noi  Imparted  to  the  brute,  1 

WboM  fellowiliip  ihercfore  iininert  for  thee  J 
Good  rciMa  va^  ihou  {\ec  ly  Aouta'tf  dUlilie  I 
And  be  to  nindcil  tiill  ;  !,  ere  ibou  tpali'ti,  1 
Knew  ii  no^  good  for  nijii  to  be  ilune,  1 

And  no  Mich  company  a>  ihcn  thou  isw'it  i 
Intended  thee,  foi  trial  only  brou^Ii'i  .,| 

To*ec  bow  ihoucould'ti  JLidgeoFiit  anilaKSlii 
What  neit  I  btlngsball  pleatethee,  beiuui^ 
Thy  likeneu,  ihy  lit  help,  thy  other  self,  % 
Thy  wish  exactly  to  thy  huil't  deiire. 

Ik  cndcH,  or  I  heard  iiti  more,  for  DOW 
My  earthly  'jy  hit  bcav'nly  ovcrpOKer'd, 
Which  it   had   long  stood  under,   ttnia'i  to ' 

huf-hlh 
In  that  cclL'STial  colloquy  lubliine, 
As  ^vith  an  object  tbatcxcelitbc  Knie    ~ 
Dj7ilcdaud  (pent,  itinkdovn,  and  JOU^  itfB 
or  .Sleep,  vi'hich  tnnantly  fell  on  me,  oll'd 
By  Natuie  ^  in  aid,  andclos'd  mine  eytt- 
Mine  eyes  he  tlot'd,  but  open  Icfi  the  uU     f 
or  faney,  my  internal  light,  by  which 
Ahstraci  as  in  d  trance  melhought  I  law. 
Though  sicepi.-g,  where  I  lay,  and  iiw  the  A^ 
>Still  gloriuvti  bcfoic  <K^ioTn  wake  X  tioei: 
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nee  a  rib,  with  cordial  spirits  warm, 
-blood   streaming  firesh ;    wide  was   the 
md,  V 

:nly  with  flesh  fill'd  up  and  heal'd  : 
le  form'd  and  fashionM  with  his  hands  ; 
s  forming  hands  a  creature  grew         470 

but  different  sex,  so  lovely  fair, 
It  seemM  fair  in  all  the  world,  seem'd  now 
'  in  her  summM  up,  in  her  contain'd 
er  looks,  which  from  that  time  infusM 
s  into  my  heart,  unfelt  before, 

all  things  from  her  air  inspired 
it  of  love  and  amorous  delight. 
pear*d,  and  left  me  dark;  I  wak*d 
ler,  or  for  ever  to  deplore 

and  other  pleasures  all  abjure  :  480 

It  of  hope,  behold  her,  not  far  off", 
[  saw  her  in  my  dream,  adom'd 
lat  all  Earth  or  Heaven  could  bestow 

her  amiable  :  on  she  came, 
er  heavenly  Maker,  though  unseen, 
led  by  his  voice,  nor  uninformed 
a1  sanctity  and  marriage  rites  : 
is  in  all  her  steps,  Heav'u  in  her  eye, 
gesture  dignity  and  love, 
'd  could  not  forbear  aloud  :  490 

am  hath  made  amends  ;  thou  hast  fulfilled 
Is,  Creator  bounteous  and  benign, 

all  things  fair,  biit  fairest  iWvs 
'  gifts,  nor  enVicst.     1  now  s^^ 


.1 
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Bone  of  my  bone,  flesh  of  my  flesli,  myielf 
Before  me  ;  Woman  is  her  name,  pf  Mm 
Extracted  ;  for  tlut  c^uk  he  ahall  fbnfgt 
Father  and  mfother,  andip'  his  wifeadhevB^  . 
And  they  shall  be  ooe  fleibt  ofie  hpiati.one  ipi 
Sbe'heard  sie  thus,  nyi  thonf^  dsvincjy  kn 
Yet  innoceiice  and  virgin  modesty^  .    .  J 

Her  virtue  and  the  conscience  of  her  wortl^ 
That  would  be  woo'd,  arul  not  ^ny>"gf*t  be  ifl^ 
Not  ob\*toils,  not  obstrusivc^  b«t  letnr'il 
The  more  desirable,  'or  to  say  all,. 
Nature  herself,  though  pure  ofui^l  thon^ilf 
Wrought  in  her  so,  that  seeing  -ine,  she  tniil!'d| 
I  follow -d  her,  she  what  was  honor  Icnew, 
And  with  obsequious  majesty  approvM 
My  pleaded  reason.     To  the  nuptial  bower    J 
I  led  her  blushing  like  the  Mom  :  air  Heavls^ 
And  happy  constellatioos  on  that  hoar 
Shed  their  selectest  influence  ;  the  Earth 
Gave  sign  of  gratulation,  and  each  hill ; 
Joyous  the  birds  ;  fresh  gales  and  gentle  airs 
Whisper'd  it  to  the  woods,  and  from  their  wij^ 
Flung  rose,  flung  odours  from  the  spicy  shcab» 
Disporting  till  the  amorous  bird  of  night 
Sung  spousal  I  and  bid  haste  the  evening  star 
On  his  hilltop,  to  light  the  bridal  lamp.        'I 
Thus  have  I  told  thee  all  my  sute,  and  broagh 
My  story  to  the  sum  of  earthly  bliss 
Which  I  enjoy „  and  musv  totife^  to  find 
In  alJ  thiBgs  else  dc\\^\.\i^^«.^>^v«M2a. 
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J  or  not,  works  it  the  mind  no  change, 

:hemeiit  desire,  these  delicacies 

a  of  taste,  sight,  smell,  herbs,  fruits,  and 

owers, 

,  and  the  melody  of  birds ;  but  here 

lerwise,  transported  I  behold, 

orted  touch;  here  passion  first  I  felt^  530 

otion  strange,  in  all  enjoyments  else 

3r  and  unmov'd,  here  only  weak 

t  the  charm  of  Beauty's  powerful  glance. 

iturc  fail'd  in  mCf  and  left  some  part 

roof  enough  such  object  to  sustain, 

m  my  side  subducting,  took  perhaps 

than  enough ;  at  least  on  her  bestow'd 

luch  of  ornament^  in  outward  sh'oW 

ate,  of  inward  less  exact4  « 

:11 1  imderstand  in  the  prime  end        .    5i9 

iture  her  th'  inferior,  In  the  mind 

iward  faculties  whkh  most  excel, 

ward  also  her  resembling  less 

lage  who  made  both,  and  I'ess  expressing 

baracter  of  that  dominion  given 

•ther  creatures;  ye(  when  I  approach 

»veliae$s,  so  absolute  she  seems 

I  herself  complete,  sO  well  to  know 

Mrn,  that  what  she  wills  to  do  or  say 

wisest,  virtuOusest,  discreetest^  best ;      550 

§hcr  knowledge  in  her  presence  falls 

ied,  Wiscom  in  drscourse  vi\t\iVvw 

//5C0umenanc'd,  atod  \\\z  loW^  ^vm^\ 

roN.    vox..  H.  G 
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Authority  atod  ftetton  da  liet  niStf 
As  one  intended  firM^  not  ifidk' mite 
Occanonidly  l>  iKd  fOecMMlfUlliie  iUi 
Greatneu  of  wind  anidi  Nobknew  thdir  Ml 
Build  in  her  iMtlieilkflirf  4Mllft1to#*i        ;    ' ' 
About  her,  ts^ipmAmgdlk  fhiM^  .  •  ' 

t  o  whom  tb«  Attgd  "v^ilh  ecttMtfttd  1^ 
Accuse  not  U»w%  alt  bi^  dMt  iMr  fM|      ' 
Do  thou  bill i^Ant^ mA  h»  iWliMitia  ""  , 

Of  Whdoni^ib«toifriillMtali^€l^lpeil   . 
Dismiss  ^ot  h^  wihcikt  llioat  ikm  ttMifil  llirh^ 
By  attriiiutiflg€>iMntoodlie llitift|)l ■ 
Less  excelloiic^  •»  lho«  thMttF  ptrc<^«^  • 
For  what  adiiiir^ft  Aos,  •'iiiT<iliii||MW>  «hee  it^ 
An  outside?  fair  im>  do(^ toA  w<!ftt)k)^M9 
Thy  cherishing^  thy  bOiBOt^g,  aiid  thy  Ufiftp 
^oi  thy  subjeaioQ :  lureigh  wkh  her  lliiyt^tf>    STft 
1'hen  value :  oft-^imea  notbiiig  {^tofitaifefAt 
I'han  seLf-esteein,  grounded  on  jant  woA  right 
Well  manag'd  )  of  Ihat  skill  thft  MumtbouJkliOw'st) 
The  more  she  will  acknowledge  thee  her  head. 
And  to  realities  yield  alt  her  sboWa  t 
Made  to  adorn  for  thy  delight  the  more, 
So  awful,  that  with  honor  thou  may*st  love 
Thy  mate,  who  sees  when  thou  art  seen  least  wise. 
Rue  if  the  sense  of  touch  whereby  mankind 
Is  propagated  seem  such  dear  delight  •    590 

Beyond  all  other,  think  the  same  Voucbtef  ^d 
To  rattle  ai^cacV\  V>ea^x.\  hjVa^^i '^wA^trkV 
To  them  made  com\no«Bi  «cA  ^v^x^j^^>\^'«as^ 
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herein  enjoyM  wese  woitiiy  to  subdue 
he  soul  of  ma^,  or  pasuon  in  him  move, 
/hat  high'er  in  her  society  thou  fiqd's^ 
.ttractive,  bumaOf  utionali  love  still  i 
1  loviqg  thou  dpst  Yell,  in  ^assioa  not| 
l^herein  true  love  consists  not;  Love  refines 
he  thoughts,  and  h«art  ox^larges,  ha^h  his  se^t 
I  rea'son,  aod  it  ju4icious,  is  the  sqale  391 

y  which  to  heav'nly  love  thoii  yiay'st  ascend,' 
Foe  sunk  in  carnal  pleasuief  lor  whichcause 
kmong  the  beasts  ao  mate  for  thee  was  found. 
To  whom  thus  half  abasl\*d  Adam  reply*d : 
[either  her  outside  form'd  ^o  &ir«  nor  aught 
[1  procreation  common  to  all  kinds 
Though  higher  of  the  genial  bed  by  far, 
ind  vith  mysterious  reverence  I  deem) 
0  much  delightf  me,  ^s  those  gnipeful  acts^     600 
'hose  thousand  decencies  that  daily  flow 
rom  all  her  words  and  actions  mix'd  with  low 
ind  sweet  compliance,  v^kick  declare  unfcign'd 
Fnion  of  mind,  or  in  us  both  one  loul » 
larmony  to  bekold  in  wedded  pair 
flore  grateful  th^n  harmonious  sound  to  tk'  ear. 
''et  these  subject  not;  I  to  thee  disclose 
Vhat  inward  thence  I  feel,  not  therefore  foiPd, 
Vho  meet  with  various  objects,  from  lhe  sense 
Variously  lepresenting ;  yet  still  firee  61Q 

approve  the  best,  and  follow*  what  I  approve, 
'o  Jove  thoa  biam'fit  me  not,  for  \o\ti)fcvo\iw{^^ 
raA  up  toH€9y%  i*  both  iVit  VIV^  Vv^  ^\\\^«.\ 

li  2 
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• 

Bear  with  me  then,  if  lavrfbl  what  I  ttk  ; 
Love  not  the  heavenly  Spt*ritty  ud  hov  thdr  b^ 
Express  they,  hf  looks  ooly*,  or  do  they  mb 
Irradiance,  virtoal  orioimediite  touch  ? 

To  whom  the  Angel  with  a  anile  that  ^ovV 
Celestial  rosy  red,  Lov&*i  pro^  hue. 
Answered :  Let  it  niffice  thee  that  thba  knoM  . 
Us  happy',  and  without  love  no  haj^iineti.     611 
Whatever  piire  thou  in  the  hody*  cojoy'st 
(And  pure  thou  wert  cieaied)  Weeofoy 
In  eminence,  and  obstacle  find  none 
Of  membrane,  joint,  or  limb,  exclusive  hsi} 
Easier  than  air  with  air,  if  Spi'rits  embrace* 
Total  they  mix)  union  of  pure  with  pure 
Desiring  ;  nor  restrained  conveyance  need 
As  flesh  to  mix  with  flesh,  or  soul  with  soul* 
But  I  can  now  no  more  ;  the  parting  sun       630 
Beyond  the  Earth's  green  cape  and  verdant  bles 
Hesperian  sets,  my  signal  to  depart. 
Be  strong,  live  happy',  and  love,  but  first  of  ill 
Him  whom  to  love  is  to  obey,  and  keep 
His  groat  command ;  take  heed  lest  passion  sway 
l^hy  judgment  to  do  aught,  which  else  firee-will 
Would  not  admit;  thine  and  of  all  thy  sons 
7'he  weal  or  woe  in  thee  is  plac -d ;  beware, 
I  in  thy  persevering  shall  rejoice. 
And  all  the  Blest :  stand  fast ;  to  stand  or  &11 
Free  in  thine  own  arbitrement  it  lies,  6^1 

Perfect  within,  no  oux^mw^  ^^  ^o^lxe  ^ 
And  a  11  tcmpmioxv  10  u«B&^t»  xt.'^^-- 
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;,  he  otoK  i  wbom  Adamtbui 
th  b^M^ction  I  Safe  to  put, 
guat,  ethereil  meuengcT, 
'lia*e  tovRM'gaodaeu  I  adore, 
le  titd  afiibU  huh  been 
:eiis!oat  aid  thall  be'  bonoi'd  ever 
ul  mepoiy:  tbou  to  mankind        6£ 
I  frictidl]r  (till,  and  o(t  return. 
I  the;,  the  Aiigel  up  t<fHeav*n 
lick  4ude,  and  Adam  u>  bk  hmntt 
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(Cite  Xroument. 

■A  TAN  havini;  rompu^d  Ihe  Earth,  with  me 

Eiecping.  AdamudEicfn  tbc nwniBg g" 
bon,  whicli  Eve  propuso  id  divide  in  tevi 
Libohnc  apan^   ^dam  conKnta  not,  lUedf 

spect  at  finD  cnaugb,  UTgci  bei  gving  apift,  til 

ivnt  find*  her  iLvnv ;  his  >ubtle  ipproiich,  i 

crEimn*.  Eve  wnndciltf  to  Hear  flic  Mi] 
binr  ic  atiaiiird  10  hunuq  ipcech  ndiuch  u 
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notes  to  tragic;  foul  distrust,  and  bread 
'al  on  the  part  of  man,  revolt, 
isobedience  :  on  the  part  of  Heaven 
ilienated,  distance  and  distaste, 
and  just  rebuke,  and  judgment  giv^n, 
rought  into  this  world,  a  world  of  woe, 
d  her  shadow  Death,  and  Misery, 
's  harbinger :  sad  task,  yet  argument 
'M  but  more  heroic  than  the  wratl| 
m  Achilles  on  his  foe  pursu'd 
:  fugitive  about  Troy  wiall ;  or  rage 
irnus  for  Lavinia  disespous^d, 
sptune's  ire  or  Juno's,  that  so  long 
x'd  tht  Greek  and  Cytherea's  son ; 
^crable  style  %  can  obtain 
'  celestial  Patrbness,  who  deigns 
ghtly  visitation  unimploPd, 
ictates  to  me  stumb'ring,  or  inspires 
ny  unpremeditated  verse : 
Brst  this  subject  ifbr  heroic  song 
I  me  long  chusing,  and  beginning  late  ; 
dulous  by  nature  to  indite 
hitherto  the  only  argument 
:  deem*d,  chief  mast'ry  to  dissect 
long  and  tedious  havoC  fabled  knights 
les  (cign'd  ;  the  better  fortitude 
tience  and  heroic  Martyrdom 
g  ;  or  to  describe  races  and  games, 
in'g  furniture,  imblazon?d  sVv\t\<^^^ 
'>cs  quaint,  caparisons  and  &v.^td%  % 
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Bases  aA4  tinsal  uappingS|  gofgeoutlung)^ 
AtjcnucandcoiKMinemi  tiwa  pwHuA  fal 
SeivM  vp  ill  kaU  with mwuhmi'mmM^ 
The  skill  of  ai«ife«  Of  oScf  nWt  !...« 

.Not  tW  vhkb  j^y  f^TCi  facpok  WM*  i-j* 
To  pmaQ  or  to  poc^    Me  •f^bot  ,   ,:t» 
Nor  skill'd  nor  it^dipu^,  ti^  jpiynomr.  •  .' 
Remai^h  wfficj^  of  inflf  |M»  nw 

That  naqic,  ualcM  lA  110^  toe  latTf  9r  (QM 
Cltmate,  or  ytsm  fUnp  mf  intrndpd  wg  . 

Oepmi'd^and  nmb  iWy  SMff  if  all  be  MP 
Not  her  who  \m^  U  piJlMlF  ^  ."ny  cn^f 

The  MNi  wai  simk,  md  i{^  Uffi  the  ««iv 
Of  Hesperuti  whopc  oQcf  it  19  Mng 
Twilight  upon  the  Earth,  short  jadMter  . 
'Twixt  day  and  night,  and  now  from  cod  to  c 
Night's  hemisphere  had  veird  th'  boriso^  nM 
When  Satan  who  late  fled  before  the  thicaia 
Of  Gabriel  out  of  Eden,  now  improved 
In  meditated  fraud  a^  malice,  beat 
On  man's  destruction,  maug^  what  migbt  ha 
Of  heavier  on  himself,  fearless  retum'd* 
By  night  he  fled,  and  at  midnight  retum'd 
From  compassing  the  Earth,  cautions  of  day^ 
Since  Uriel,  regent  of  the  sun,  descry'd 
His  entrance,  and  forewam'd  the  chembim 
That  kept  rheir  watch;  thence  full  of  anguish  di 
I'he  space  of  sev'n  continued  nights  he  rode 
With  Darkness,  tbticc  the  ec\uinocital  line 
He  circled,  four  times  cio^^^  ^^^  c»  q\^\j 
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to  pole,  traversing  each  colfire ; 
hth  retum'd,  and  on  the  coast  averse  . 
inceor  cherubic  watch,  by  stealth 
uspected  way.  There  was  a  place, 
though  Sin,  not  Time,  first  wrought  thi 

tgris  at  the  foot  of  Paradise 
f  shot  under  ground,  till  part 
.  fountain  by  the  Tree  of  Life ; 
le  river  sunk,  and  with  it  rose 
Iv'd  in  rising  mist,  then  sought 

lie  hid  ;  sea  he  had  search'd  and  land 
:n  over  Pontus,  and  the  pool 
p  beyond  the  river  Ob ; 
i  as  far  antarctic ;  and  in  length 
n  Orontes  to  the  ocean  barr'd  8( 

1,  thence  to  the  land  where  flowi 
id  Indus  :  thus  the  orb  he  roam'd 
row  search,  and  with  inspection  deep, 
i  ev'ry  creature,  which  of  all 
ortune  might  serve  his  wiles,  and  found 
Dt  subtlest  beast  of  all  the  field ; 
'  long  debate,  irresolute 
lits  revolv'd,  his  final  sentence  chose 
,  fittest  imp  of  fraud,  in  whom 

and  his  dark  suggestions  hide  9< 

rpest  sight ;  for  in  the  wily  snake, 
r  sleights  none  would  suspicious  mark» 
lis  wit  and  native  subtlety 
J,  which  in  otbet  \>t^\&  Ocv^ts*^ 
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Doubt  mifhi  htgjU  of  diiboljc  powet 

Acuve  within )if|«i^ d#  «MMill(Mik^  .  J' 
Thus  he  fC|pliM»,lw»<i|ftfciifciiWWH  pjit  .tii 

His  bmiiin^pitfy  Win  flliwHllw»iiiHMiiiitJ< 

More  justty,  teat  irorduer  of  gods*  «i-,Mk'  >  M 
With  second  tbQ«|jh|ti,«q|an^ 
For  what  Qoi  «fter  WQ»irailll>  WWM  MUnT 
Tprrestn^l  |i«i|V?iH  dpic'^  >0li«4  W  ^AM^tWH 
That  shine,  yet  hmt  tk^  hy^^Kfivmilmili. 
Light;  abote  ligbtr  fcr  <kffe  elMB»  at  MOT  ^^stJ" 

In  thee  conccomig  ^  iheb  pieri— I  taw#  <:i  / 
Of  sacred  inaqam  ^  A^  God  in  Hm^r  >'  .V 
Is  centre,  yet  etmi^ ^ M$  •«  tlloi»  ^U 

Centring  receiv'st  (torn  idl  Uknc  4^*}  itt  lim$ 
Not  in  themKlvest  ill  their  known  virtue*  appmi 
Productive  ia  herb,  fl^ntt  and  nobler  bifth.    tU 
Of  creatures  apimeie  with  gn4tMl  ii(e 
Of  growth,  sense,  ifesoni  ^l  siiiBni*4«p  mwm^ 
With  what  delight  could  I  have  walk'd  dwe  iwA 
If  I  could  joy  in  aught,  sweet  intevcheoM 
Of  hill,  and  valley,  rivers,  woodli  ei|4  |Meiitf, 
Now  land,  now  sea,  and  shores  with  forest  ctomttit 
Rocks,  dens,  and  caves  I  but  I  tn  none  of  these 
Find  place  or  refuge ,  and  the  mo^  I  seo 
Pleasures  about  mo,  to  much  more  I  leel         Iff 
Torment  within  me%  as  from  the  hateful  licifft 
Of  contraries  *,  all  good  to  me  becomes 
JBane,  and  in  Hft«v'n  much  wone  VfmM  be  mf 
state* 
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His  held  the  toidii,  well  stor'c!  with  lubllc  wiles 
n  horrid  ihadc  or  dismal  den, 
ni  yet,  bui  on  the  grass)'  herb 
f  earlesi  unfear'd  he  ilcpl :  in  at  his  mouth 
The  Dt:vil  rnier'd,  and  his  brutal  senK, 
II  heart  or  head,  possessing,  soon  impir'd 
IVilh  act  intelligeniial ;  but  his  (Ictp  19i 

Qijtuih'd  not,  wailing  elme  ih'  approach  of  Mon 
Kow  when  a<  sacied  light  began  lo  dawn 
p  F.den  on  the  humid  flowers,  that  brcaih'd 
Their  woniiDg  incemc,  when  all  ihingt  that  btralhc 
From  ih*  Earth's  great  allar  send  up  silent  praiK 
to.  ihe  Creator,  md  his  nostrils  Ell 
Vfilh  gralefiil  smell,  forth  cune  the  Human  paii 
And  join'd  their  vocal  worship  to  the  quire 

(anting  voice  i  that  done,  partake 
ime  for  sweetest  iccots  and  aiti ;   201 
e  how  that  day  they  best  may  ply 
Their  growing  work :  for  much  their  work  ouigrei 
The  hands'  dispatch  of  two  gard'nirg  so  wide, 
And  Eve  Grst  to  her  husband  thus  began  : 
Adam,  w«ll  may  we  labor  still  to  dresi 
rhis  garden,  still  to  tend  plant,  herb,  and  (lover, 
Ihir  pleasant  task  injoin'dj  but  till  more  hand^ 
WA  U9,  the  work  under  our  labor  grows, 
!,il]iurious  by  restraint;  vhat  we  by  day 
Lop  overgrown,  or  prune,  or  crop,  ot  bind,    21( 
}ne  night  or  two  with  wanton  giowth  derides 
Tending  to  wild.     Thou  thetetotc  w«  aii'iw;. 
Or  bear  what  to  my  mind  &isl  v\»uu^^^  ^icaivJ. 
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Let  us  divide  our  labors,  thou  where  choice 
Lrads  thee,  or  where  mox  needs,  whether  to  w 
The  woodbine  round  this  arbor«  or  direa 
The  clasping  try  where  to  climb;  while  I, 
1  n  yonder  (pring  of  roses  intermixM 
With  myrtle,  find  what  to  redress  till  noon: 
For  while  so  near  each  other  thus  all  dijr       21 
Our  task  we  chuse,  what  wonder  if  so  near 
Looks  inter\'ene  and  smilea,  or  object  new 
Casual  discourse  draw  on,  which  intermits 
Our  day's  work  brought  to  little,  though  begM 
Early,  and  th*  hour  of  supper  comes  imeamU 
To  whom  mild  answer  Adam  thos  retam'd: 
Sole  Eve,  associate  sole,  to  me  beyond 
Compare  above  all  living  creatures  dear, 
Well  hast  thou  niotionM,well  thy  thoughtaempW 
How  we  might  best  fulfil  the  works  which  heit  22 
God  hath  as^ighM  us,  nor  of  me  shalt  pass 
L' iiprais'd :  for  nothing  lovelier  can  be  found 
ill  woman,  than  to  study  household  good. 
And  good  works  in  her  husband  to  promote. 
Yet  not  so  strictly  hath  our  Lord  imposed 
Labor,  as  to  debar  us  when  we  need 
Refreshment,  whether  food,  or  talk  between, 
Food  of  the  mind,  or  this  swett  intercourse 
Of  looks  and  smiles,  for  smiles  from  reason  flov. 
To  brute  d»ny'd,  and  are  of  love  the  food,    i^ 
Love  not  the  lowest  end  of  human  life. 
For  not  to  iiksome  tov\,  Vswx  to  delif^ht 
He  made  us.  ai\d  ^?;\\^x  xq  \t"»sa^\w^^* 
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These  paths  and  bowers  doubt  not  but  oar  joint  band:> 
Will  keep  from  wildernc^is  with  eascy  as  wide 
As  we  need  walk,  till  younger  hands  ere  long 
Assist  us :  but  if  much  converse  perhaps 
Thee  satiate,  to  abort  absence  I  could  yield: 
For  solitude  sometimes  is  best  society. 
And  short  retirement  urg^s  s^'cct  return.         *tbO 
But  other  doubt  possesses  me,  lest  barm 
Befal  thee  sever'd  from  me ;  for  thou  know'st 
What  hath  been  wam'd  us,  what  malicious  foe 
Envying  our  happiness,  and  of  his  own 
Despairing,  seeks  to  work  us  woe  and  shame 
By  sly  assault ;  and  somewhere  nigh  at  hand 
SVfttches,  no  doubt,  with  greedy  hope  to  find 
His  wish  and  best  advantage,  us  asunder, 
Hopeless  to  circumvent  us  joined,  where  each 
To  other  speedy  aid  might  lend  at  need;         260 
"Whether  his  first  design  be  to  withdraw 
Our  fealty  from  God,  or  to  disturb 
Conjugal  love,  than  which  perhaps  no  bliss 
Fjrijoy'd  by  us  excites  his  envy  more ; 
Or  this,  orwone,  leave  not  the  faithful  side 
That  gave  thee  be'ing,  still  shades  thee,  and  protects. 
1'hc  wife,  where  danger  or  dishonor  lurks, 
Safest  and  seemliest  by  her  husl)and  sta)'s. 
Who  guards  her,  or  with  her  the  worst  endures. 

To  whom  the  virgin  majesty  of  Eve,  :?70 

As  one  who  luvcs,  and  some  unkindness  meets, 
With  j»wcct  austere  composure  thus  reply'd :    [lord, 

Offspring  of  iieav'n  and  Eain\i^  Vkv^  eXV  Y:<^\\Si^ 

H  2 
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That  such  an  enemy  we  have,  wlMseekf 
Our  ruin)  hoch  fay  ^hot  iafinttM  I>  leii% 
And  fiwHn  the  pMtui§«yl  miwIiciMit^  ■«•• 
Asinathadf  aMcIVMdMKltdt;''!  :*'■:■.-:. 
Jast  then  ietttni*il  *t  tiwit^iriHMiq|  imnm^- 
But  that  thott  ih«ttldftttiy  fii 
To  Cod  or  tbety  because  «e:hm«4bei 
May  tempt  it»  I  expected  aot  cor  lM«v>  '  •  ^-j  -^ 
Hisviotence  tlMu  &ar*K  aoty-UDg  oftk.^f  • 
As  ve,  not  capable  x>£  death  wjnm^  ii  >.    - : 
.  Can  either  nvfr  feome^' or  ca» i^pdi  :'^^  V  - 
His  frand  k  ikfUf  thy  ^fear,  wfaieb- plain  iofai    ' 
Thy  equal  leir  that  my  fiim  &ithaiii:lMe' 
Can  by  hit  fiand  be  shaken  otwdn^d;      {bnM 
Thoughts,  which  how  found  they  haibonr  in  itq 
Adam,  mis-thought  of  her  to  thee  so  dear? 

To  whom  with  healiqg  words  Adam  leply'ds  990 
Daughter  of  God  and  Man,  immortal  Eve, 
For  such  thou  art,  from  sin  and  blame  entire* 
Not  diffident  of  thee  do  I  dissuade 
Thy  absence  from  my  sight,  but  to  avmd 
Th'  attempt  iuelf,  intended  by  our  foe. 
For  he  who  tempts,  though  in  vain,  at  least  asporses 
The  tempted  with  dishonor  foul,  supposed 
Not  incorruptible  of  faith,  not  proof 
Against  temptation :  thou  thyself  with  scorn 
And  anger  wouldst  resent  the  offePd  wrong,  300 
I'hough  ineffectual  found :  misdeem  not  then, 
J£  such  afiFront  I  labor  to  avert 
From  thee  alone,  w\i\c\\  on  \s&'^q><^  "^  twsft. 
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Tht  ntrnf^  •cheugh  bold,  will  birdly  dare, 
Or  daring,  firat  on  me  ih*  assault  ahail  Ugbt, 
Kor  thou  hit  miiicc  and  fiiUe  guile  cODiemn  ^ 
Subtle  he  needs  nast  be,  who  could  seduce 
Angels;  not  think  superfluous  ocbera  aid. 
I  horn  the  influence  of  thy  looks  receive 
Access  in  evejry  virtue,  in  thy  sig|H  310 

More  wise,  more  wa^faful,  stronger,  if  need  were 
Of  outward  strength ;  while  shame,  thou  looking  on. 
Shame  to  be  overcome  or  (yveiHreach'd 
Would  utmost  vigor  raise,  and  rais'd  unite. 
Why  shouldst  not  thou  like  sense  within  thee  feel 
When  I  am  present,  and  thy  trial  chuse 
With  me,  best  wimess  of  thy  virtue  try*d  ? 

So  spake  domestic  Adam  in  his  care    • 
And  matrimonial  love ;  but  Eve,  who  thought 
Less  attributed  to  her  £uth  si<Vcere»  320 

Thus  her  reply  with  accent  sweet  renewM : 

If  this  be  our  condition,  thus,  to  dwell 
In  narrow  circuit  straiten'd  by  a  foe, 
Subtle  or  violent,  we  not  endued 
Single  with  like  defence,  wherever  met, 
How  are  we  happy,  still  in  fear  of  harm  ? 
But  harm  precedes  not  sin :  only  our  foe 
Tempting  affronts  us  with  his  foul  esteem 
Of  our  integrity :  his  foul  esteem 
Sticks  no  dishonor  on  our  front,  but  turns       339 
Foul  OB  himself;  then  wherefore  shunii'd  or  fear'd 
By  us  ?  who  rather  double  honor  gain 
From  his  surmise  prov'd  false,  tind  i^^te.  nj\^\"^^ 

H  6 
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Favor  horn  IIeiv*iit  mu  wham  kOmM'^mt*  j 
And  what  b  ftith,  kve^  wriin  n— fM:"^  lO 
Aionct  withoat  «ctaior  belp  wMoMf  Jodt  k'^ 
Let  uf  DM  then  inipeet  our  lufpfVMisH.  a!iiv2 
LeftsoimperfMTt'bfilieHricerwiieyi*  I'liQfi^ 
Af  not  secoieioM^  or  oombMA*  -n  Trxt.l 
Fnul  if  our  hi^ifiiiett^' tf  tliit.W«%*  *»  :i  l<i40- 
And  &den  were  acyEdcBt  tit  tapwftfc  :  -'.r'»' ' 

Xo  whoin  dmt  AjBwflr*wM^€iitly •  w^^mti^"^  •'  * 
O  Woman,  best  «e  til  tliii^  »tlK  wll  ?  - 
Of  God  oidunM  themi  hh  cpntng  fcniA.:  -'  ^ 
Nothing  imperfect  or  ieSdenvkA  .  .    i  if:  >  • 
Of  all  titet  lie  cieited^  twioh  'km  vHp.  i  a- '  ' 
Or  aught  that  might  liir  happy  atate  Mcve/     - 
Secure  from  outward  force ;  within  himadf  ' 

The  danger  lies,  yet  lies  within  hit  power: 
Against  his  will  be  can  receive  no  harm*        W 
But  Godt  left  free  the  will,  for  what  obeya 
Reason  is  free,  and  Reason  he  made  right, 
But  bid  her  well  beware,  and  ttill  erect. 
Lest  by  some  fair  appearing  good  sarprif'd 
She  dictate  false,  and  misinform  the  will 
l^o  do  what  God  expressly  hath  forbid* 
Not  then  mistrust,  but  tender  love  iqoim^ 
That  1  should  mind  thee  oft,  and  miiid  that  M» 
Firm  we  subsist,  yet  possible  to  swerve. 
Since  reason  not  impossibly  may  meet  Mv 

Some  specious  object  by  the  foe  suborafd. 
And  fall  into  deception  unaware. 
Not  kecging  sinciwi>M^Xs^>«&^^'^iflkNna»!4 
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not  temptadon  then,  which  to  avoid 
:e  better,  and  most  likely  if  from-  me 
a  sever  not:  trial  will  come  tmsougbt. 
ildst  thou  approve  thy  constancy,  approve 
thy  obedience;  th'  other  who  can  .know, 
seeing  thee  attempted,  who  attest } 
if  thou  think,  trial  imsought  may  find       370 
oth.  securer  than  thus  wam'd  thou  seem*st, 
for  thy  stay^not  &ee,  absents  thee  more  ; 
n  thy  native  innocence,  rely 
i^'hat  thou  hast  of  virtue,  summon  all, 
God  tow'ards  thee  hath  done  hb  part,  do  thine. 
3  spake  the  Patriarch  of  mankind i  but  Eve 
isted,  yet  submiss,  though  last,  reply'd. 
/ith  thy  permissson  then,  and  thus  forewarned 
fly  by  what  thy  own  last  reasoning  words 
:h'd  only,  that  our  trial,  when  least  sought, 
find  us  both  perhaps  far  less  prepar'd,      881 
willinger  I  go,  nor  much  expect 
e  so  proud  will  first  the  weaker  seek; 
:Qt,  the  more  shall  shame  him  his  repulse, 
bus  saying,  from  her  husband's  hand  her  hand 
she  withdrew,  and  like  a  Wood-nymph  light, 
d  or  Dryad,  or  of  Delia's  tniia, 
ak  her  to  the  groves,  but  Delia's  self 
lit  surpassed,  and  goddess*like  deport, 
igh  not  as  she  with  bow  and  quiver  arm'd  390 
Mrith  such  gard'ning  tools  as  art  yet  rude, 
tless  of  fire,  had  form*d,  or  Angels  brought. 
^ales,  or  Pouiona,  thus  ^idottC^^ 
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Likcst  she  seem'd,  Pomona  when  she  fled 
Vertumnusy  oi  to  Ceres  in  her  prime. 
Yet  virgin  of  Proserpina  from  Jove. 
Her  long  with  ardent  look  hit  eye  pusu'd 
Delighted,  but  desiring  more  her  stay. 
Oft  he  to  her  his  charge  of  quick  return 
Repeated,  she  to  him  as  oft  engag'd  410 

To  be  retum'd  by  noon  amid  the  bower. 
And  all  things  in  best  order  to  invite 
Noonrtide  repast,  or  afternoon's  repose. 
O  much  deceived,  much  failing,  hapless  £ve. 
Of  thy  presum'd  return  1  event  perverse ! 
Thou  never  from  that  hour  in  Paradise 
Found'st  cither  sweet  repast  or  sound  repose: 
Such  ambush  hid  among  sweet  flowers  and  shadei 
Waited  with  hellixh  rancor  imminent 
T<^  intercept  thy  way,  or  send  thee  back  410 

Despoil*d  of  innocence,  of  faith,  of  bliss. 
For  now,  and  since  first  break  of  dawn,  the  Fiend, 
Merc  serpent  in  appearance,  forth  was  come. 
And  on  his  quest,  where  likeliest  he  might  find 
The  only  two  of  mankind,  but  in  them 
'I'he  whole  included  race,  his  purposM  prcyj 
in  bower  and  field  he  sought,  where  any  tuft 
Of  grove  or  garden-plot  more  pleasant  lay. 
Their  tcndencc  or  plantation  to  delight; 
By  fountain  or  by  shady  rivulet  420 

lie  sciight  them  both,  but  wished  his  hap  might  find 
Eve  separate,  be  w'\sVd,\>M\.t\o\.>K\\K  boi^e 
Of  H'hat  so  se\dom  c\\^t\c'^^  NiVtvv  \.o>ivs»  ^v^. 
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Beyond  his  }io]>e,  Eve  separate  he  spies, 
Veil'd  in  a  cloud  of  fragrance,  i^'here  she  stooc 
Half  spy'd,  so  thick  the  roses  blushing  round 
About  her  gloVd,  oft  stooping  to  support 
Each  flower  of  slender  stalk,  -whose  head  though 
Carnation,  purple',  azure,  or  speck'd  with  golc 
■Hung  drooping  unsustain'd ;  them  she  upstays  i 
Gently  with  myrtle  band,  mindless  the  while 
Herself,  though  fairest  unsupported  flower, 
From  her  best  prop  so  faf,  and  storm  so  nigh* 
Nearer  be. drew,  and  many  a  walk  traversed 
Of  stateliest  covert,  cedar,  pine,  or  palm, 
Then  voluble  and  bold,  now  hid,  now  seen 
Among  thick-woven  arborets  and  flowers 
Imborder'd  on  each  bank,  the  band  of  Eve : 
Spot  more  delicious  than  those  gardens  feign*d, 
Or  of  revivM  Adonis,  or  renown'd  4 

Alcfnous,  host  of  old  Laertes'  son. 
Or  that,  not  mystic,  where  the  sapient  king 
Held  dalliance  with  his  fair  Egyptian  spouse. 
Much  he  the  place  admir'd,  the  person  more. 
As  one  who  long  in  populous  city  pent. 
Where  houses  thick  and  sewers  annoy  the  air. 
Forth  issuing  on  a  summer's  mom  to  breathe 
Amuug  the  pleasant  villages  and  farms 
Adjoined,  from  each  thing  met  conceives  deligl 
The  smell  of  grain,  or  tedded  grass,  or  kine,   4 
Or  dairy*,  each  rural  sight,  each  rural  sound ; 
If  chance  with  nymph-like  steip  {^\t  Vw^xtv '^'^'i»%. 
What  pleasing  seemed,  for  hct  uov*  ^\^^^i^  'o 
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She  most,  and  in  her  look  nini  all  de 
Such  ]ilcuurc  took  the  serpeni  let  befai 
This  llowery  plat,  ihe  sweet  recet*  td. 
Thiu  caTly,  thu)  alone ;  her  hear'nly 
Anglic,  but  moie  icft  and  fcminiiKt 
Her  graceful  innocence,  her  every  m 
Of  gesture  or  least  aciion  ovenyi'i 
His  malice,  and  wiih  rapine  sweei  ber 
Hii  Ecrcencn  of  iIk  fierce  intent  it  bn 
That  space  the  evil  OD<  abstracted  Hoc 
From  hit  own  cv'il,  ind  for  the  time  I 
Stu^dljr  gixid,  of  cntniiy  duirm'di 
Of  guile,  of  hate,  of  envy,  of  revenge 
But  the  hoc  hell  ihai  ilw^i  in  him  bi 
Though  in  mid  Heav'n,  WOO  ended  b. 
And  tCHiurcs  him  now  moie,  the  ntoti 
Of  pleasure  not  foi  him  oidain'd:  the 
Fierce  hale  he  tecollecil,  and  all  his  tt 
Of  mischief,  graculating,  thuiexiHies; 
Thoughts,  whiiher  have  ye  led  mei 
Compulsion  thus  transported  to  forget 
What  liiiher  brought  us!  hate,  ikot  loi 
Of  Paradise  for  Hell,  hope  here  to  tai 
Of  pleasure,  but  all  pleasure  CO  destro' 
Save  wh:ic  is  in  desiroyii:g;  other  joy 
To  me  ii  lost.  Then  let  me  not  let 
Occasion  M'hich  now  jmilel;  behold  a 
The  Woman,  opportune  to  all  altemp 
Hrr  hu^innd,  for  I  vicv  {>i  ^ound,  ni 
H'Jjose  higher  itilelkMuaX  mow  \  i"™ 
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And  strength,  of  cotinge  haughty^  and  of  limb 
Heroic  buih,  tbongh  of  terrestrial  mould, 
Foe  not  informidable,  exempt  &om  wound* 
I  not ;  so  much  hath  Hell  debas'd,  aad  pain 
Infeebl^  me*  to  what  I  was  in  Heav'n. 
She  fair,  divmeiy  fur,  fit  love  for  gods, 
Npc  terrible,  thoogh  terror  be  in  love  490 

And  beauty,  not  itpproach'd  by  stronger  hate. 
Hate  stronger,  under  show  of  love  well  feign'df 
The  way  which  to  her  fcuin  now  I  tend. 

So  spake  the  enemy  of  mankind,  inclosM 
In  serpent,  inmate  bad,  and  toward  Eve 
Addms'd  his  way,  not  with  indented  wave, 
Prone  on  the  pT>nnd,  as  since,  but  on  his  rear, 
Circular  base  of  rising  folds,  that  towerM 
Fold  above  fold  a  surging  maze  his  head 
Crested  aloft,  and  carbuncle  his  e)'es;  500 

With  bumisb'd  neck  of  verdant  gold,  erect 
Amidst  his  circling  spires,  that  on:  the  grass 
Floted  redundasit :  pleasing  was  his  shape 
And  lovely  ;  never  since  of  serpent  kind 
Lovelier,  not  those  diat  in  Illyria  changed 
Hermione  and  Cadmus^  or  the  god 
In  Epidaurus ;  nor  to  which  transformed 
Ammonian  Jove,  or  C3^)itoline  was  seen. 
He  with  Olympias,  this  with  her  who  bore 
Sdpio  the  heighih  of  Rome.    With  tract  oblique 
At  first,  aa  one  who  sought  access,  but  fear-'d  ^11 
To  interrupt,  side-long  he  wovks  bk  >»iv^ . 
As  jvheu  a  ship  by  skilful  il^mcasv  nucsn^'^^ 
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Xi^h  river's  mouth  or  foreland,  where  the  wi 
Veers  oft,  as  oft  so  steers,  and  shifts  her  tail: 
So  varied  he,  and  of  his  tortuous  train 
Curl'd  many  a  wanton  wreath  in  flight  of  £vC| 
To  lure  her  eye;  she  busied  heard  the  sound 
Of  rustling  leaves,  but  minded  not,  as  us'd 
To  such  disport  before  her  through  the  fields 
From  every  beast,  more  duteous  at  her  call, 
Than  at  Circean  call  the  herd  disguis*d. 
He  boldcur  now,  uncaird  before  her  stood* 
i)ut  as  in  gaze  admiring:  oft  he  bow'd 
His  turret  crest,  and  sleek  enameled  neck. 
Fawning,  and  lick'd  the  ground  whereon  she  t 
1  lis  gentle  dumb  expression  tum'd  at  length 
The  eye  of  Eve  to  mark  his  play;  he  glad 
Of  her  attention  gained,  with  serpent  tongue 
Organic,  or  impulse  of  vocal  air, 
His  fraudulent  temptation  thus  began : 

Wonder  not,  sovran  Mistress,  if  perhaps 
Thou  canst,  who  art  sole  wonder;  much  less : 
Thy  looks,  the  heav'n  of  mildness,  with  disdai 
Displeas'd  that  I  approach  thee  thus,  and  gaze 
Insatiate,  I  thus  single,  nor  have  fcar'd 
Thy  awful  brow,  more  awful  thus  retir'd. 
Fairest  resemblance  of  thy  Maker  fair, 
Thee  all  things  living  gaze  on,  all  things  thini 
By...a&£t(^and  thy  celestial  beauty*  adore 

^i^l^fKl^ivnent  beheld,  there  best  beheld 

'IiTiMS  TkclosAe  wU»  x\it^t  ^»^»^^  7isaot«^ 

... , . 
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Beholders  rude,  and  shallow  to  discern 
Half  what  in  thee  is  fair,  one  man  except, 
Who  sees  thee  ?  (and  what  is  one  ?)  uho  shout 
A  goddess  among  gods,  ador'd  and  servM     [be  sc 
By  angels  numberless,  thy  daily  train. 

So  gloz*d  the  Tempter,  and  his  proem  tnn'd; 
Into  the  heart  of  Eve  his  words  made  way,     5 
Though  at  the  voice  much  marvelling;  at  lengti 
Not  unamazM  she  thus  in  answer  spake : 
What  may  this  mean  ?  language  of  man  pronoun( 
By  tongue  of  brute,  and  human  sense  express'd  ? 
The  first  at  least  of  these  I  thought  denyM 
To  beasts,  whom  God  on  their,  creation-day 
Created  mute  to  all  articulate  sound : 
The  latter  I  demur,  for  in  their  looks 
Much  rea'son,  and  in  their  actions  oft  appears. 
Thee,  Serpent,  subtlest  beast  of  all  the  field     oi 
I  knew,  but  not  with  human  voice  indued ; 
Redouble  then  this  miracle,  and  say. 
How  cams't  thou  speakable  of  mute,  and  how 
To  me  so  friendly  grown  above  the  rest 
Of  brutal  kind,  that  daily  are  in  sight  ? 
Say,  for  such  wonder  claims  attention  due  ? 

To  whom  the  guileful  Tempter  thus  rcply'd  : 
Empress  of  this  fair  world,  resplendent  Eve, 
Easy  to  me  it  is  to  tell  thee  all  hi 

What  thou  command'st,  and  right  thou  shoujjdst 
I  was  at  first  as  other  beasts  that  graze  .   [o^cy^^ 
The  trodden  herb,  of  abject  t\io>]Lj^tSi  »£k\^> 
As  common  foodf  nor  aught  buv  ^o«^^^^V5>«:.rk\ 
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Or  lexi  ud  ippccheodcd  nothing higk:  -' 

Till  oaa  itif  roving  [be  fieU,  I  eianc'd 
A  gDodljr  tRe  fat  diiunt  lo  behold 
LoaJa  with  {luit  of  Eaiicu  colon  lais'd. 
Rud^  and  gold :  I  neuer  ilrew  to  pzc; 
Wb^  &MB  the  bougbi  a  uvoiy  odor  blow), 
GnlEfnl  tp  Bppedic,  ntoa  pleu'd  my  senit    iU 
Thau  tmcll  of  tweciejt  fctuicL,  or  tbc  teau 
Of  ewe  or  go«t  dtoppiDg  wiih  milk,  ai  cvcu, 
UnmcL'd  of  Umb  or  kid,  ihn  icnd  their  pUf. 
To  ocnfy  ikc  ihup  desire  I  had 
Of  taniDg  iboK  iair  applei,  I  leiolv'd 
Not  toddEtt-;  fauogtr  and  thini  atoncCi       _^ 
Povrerfiil  peniiadcn,  quicken  it  ibe  cccM       ^ 
Of  thai  Bllariog  fruil,  urg'd  me  lo  keen. 
About  the  tnouy  trunk  I  wound  me  hmd,      m 
For  higb  from  ground  the  brancbca  wouldicfiMt 
Thy  utmoat  reach  or  Adam'a :  round  thctMB 
All  other  htans  that  aaw,  with  likcdene 
Longing  and  envying  stood,  bul  could  »« tuA 
Amid  the  tree  aow  got,  where  pleotf  buii| 
Templing  to  nigh,  lo  pluck  and  eu  nif  Gil 
I  spai'd  not,  for  such  pleasure  till  tbit  facni 
At  feed  or  fountain  never  had  I  found. 
Saied  at  length,  eie  long  I  migbl^rccive 
Strange  alteration  in  me,  lo  degree 
Of  reaion  in  my  inward  powers,  and  tpcech  M* 
Wanted  not  long  though  to  this  ^ape  tetaii'' 
Thenceforth  to  tfcculatioiii  high  or  deep 
I  turn'd  m^  thou^u,  a&&  ni')^^ 
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Consider'd  all  things  visible  in  Hea^'n^ 

Or  Earthy  or  middle,  all  things  fair  and  good  ; 

But  all  that  fair  and  good  in  thy  divine 

Semblance,  and  in  thy  beamy'i  heavenly  ray 

United  I  beheld;  no  fair  to  thine 

Equivalem  or  second,  which  compell'd 

Me  thus,  though  importune  perhaps,  to  come  619 

And  gaze,  and  worship  thef  of  right  declared 

Sovran  of  creatures,  universal  dame. 

So  talk'd  the  spirited  sly  snake ;  and  Eve 
Yet  more  amaz*d  unwary  thus  reply 'd : 
Serpents  thy  overpraising  leaves  in  doubt 
The  virtue  of  that  fruit,  in  thee  first  provM : 
But  lay,  where  grows  the  tree,  from  hence  how  far  ? 
For  many  are  the  trees  of  God  that  grow 
In  Paradise,  and  various,  yet  unknown 
To  us,  in  su(fh  abundance  lies  our  choice,        620 
As  leaves  a  greater  store  of  fruit  untouchM, 
Still  hanging  incorruptible,  till  men 
Grow  up  to  their  provision,  and  more  hands 
(lelp  to  disburden  Nature  of  her  birth. 

To  whom  the  wily  adder,  blithe  and  glad : 
Empress,  the  way  is  ready,  and  not  long. 
Beyond  a  row  of  myrtles,  on  a  flat. 
Fast  by  a  fountain,  one  small  thicket  past 
Of  blowing  myrrh  and  balm  ;  if  thou  accept 
My  conduct,  I  can  bring  thee  thither  soon.      630 

Lead  then,  said  Eve.    He  leading  swiftly  roll*d 
In  tangles,  and  made  intricate  ^teiti  ^vri\\^ 
To  mischief  smk.     Hope  c\cva\!;;i^'Mi^\ci^ 

1  2 
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fiTighteni  hit  crett.  Ai  wfaen  a  «n 
CompKt  of  unctuou*  *ipor,  whwh 
Coodeiuct,  lod  the  cold  entinm  U 
Kindled  tkroiigh  igitttMa  to  «JE^ 
Which  06,  (bejr  ny,  MW«fil  8|^ 
Hoveni^  wbA  blinng  wtb  Jdwiw 
i.Mttktd*  th'  uutfd  nii^iMvnfnf ;! 
To  b^  and  miica,  lad  ^  ^^^^iliiBk 
There' mllow'd  up  muLIoNi  fam-i 
Sa'gli*tti*d  the  dtic  mkc,  sod  iatp 
Led  Etc,  oar  uedulooi  aothcr,  to 
OFprohihittODiTOOtof  lU  oar  Moej 
Which  lAcn  ihc  nw,  that  tehwfl 

Serpent,  we  mi^t  have  i^'dom 
rruitlen  to  me,  thou^  &iut  he  ben 
The  credit  of  whoie  virtue  leu  with 
Woodroua  iodecd,  if  caiue  of  «UGh  < 
But  of  this  tree  wc  m»y  not  tute  noi 
God  CO  commaiidcd,  and  left  that,c( 
Sole  daii^ter  of  hii  voice  i  the  reM 
Law  to  ouraelvci,  our  leasoo  ii  our  1 

To  whom  the  Tempter  guilcfullj 
Indeed  I  halb  God  thenuid  that  of 
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She  scarce  bad  said,  thongh  brief,  when  now  more 
ThcTcmptcr,  but  with  show  of  zeal  and  love  [bold 
To  man,  and  indignation  at  his  wrong, 
New  part  puts  on,  and  as  to  passion  mov'd, 
Fluctuates  disturbM,  yet  comely  and  in  act 
RaisM,  as  of  some  great  matter  to  begin. 
As  when  of  old  some  orator  renown'd  670 

In  Athens  or  free  Rome,  where  eloquence 
Flourish'd,  since  mute,  to  some  great  cause  addressed 
Stood  in  himself  collected^  while  each  part, 
Motion,  each  act  won  audience  ere  the  tongue. 
Sometimes  in  heighth  began,  as  no  delay 
Of  preface  brooking  through  his  zeal  of  right : 
So  standing)  moving,  or  to  heighth  up  grown. 
The  Tempter  all  impassionM  thus  began : 

O  sacred,  wise,  and  wisdom-giving  Plant, 
Mother  of  science,  now  I  feci  thy  power         680 
Within  me  clear,  not  only  to  discern 
Things  in  their  causes,  but  to  trace  the  ways 
Of  highest  agents,  deemM  however  wise. 
Queen  of  this  Universe,  do  not  believe 
Those  rigid  threats  of  death  ;  ye  shall  not  die : 
How  should  you  ?  by  the  fruit  ?  it  gives  you  life 
To  knowledge  j  by  the  Thrcai'ncr  ?  look  on  nic, 
^e  who  have  touched  and  tasted,  yet  both  Hvc, 
And  life  more  perfect  have  attained  than  Fate 
Meant  me,  by  vent'ring  higher  than  my  lot.     690 
Shall  that  be  shut  to  man,  which  to  the  beast 
Is  open  ?  OT  will  God  incense  \\\^  ut. 
rpr  such  a^etty  trespass,  and  i^ox.  ^v^v^t 

|3 


Be  real,  why  not  koown,  lUtceurie 
Cod  therefore  cannot  hurt  you,  and 
Not  just,  noi  God ;  nor  fear'd  then, 
Vour  fear  itself  of  death  removet  Um 
Why  then  wai  thii  forbid  P  why  but 
Wby  but  to  keep  ye  low  and  ignorat 
His  woTsbippen;  he  knows  that  ia  i 
Ye  eat  thereof,  your  eyei  that  seem  k 
Yet  are  but  dim,  shall  perfectly  be  tt 
Open'd  and  clear'd,  and  ye  shall  be  i 
Knowing  both  good  and  evil  as  they 
That  ye  shall  be  ai  gods,  since  I  u  i 
Internal  man,  is  but  propoition  racei 
I  of  brulE  hmniui,  ye  of  human  god 
So  ye  shall  die  perhaps,  by  putting  oS 
Human  10  put  on  gods ;  death  to  be 
'J'hough  (hrealen'd,  which  no  worse 
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Knowledge  of  good  and  evil  in  this  tree^ 
That  whoso  eats  thereof,  forthwith  attains 
Wisdom  without  their  leave  ?  and  wherein  lies 
Th'  o£Ruice,  that  man  jshould  thus  attain  to  kno^ 
What  can  your  knowledge  hurt  him,  or  this  tre 
Impart  against  his  will  if  all  be  his  ? 
Or  is  it  envy,  and  can  envy  dwell 
In  heav'nly  breasts  ?  these,  these  and  many  mor 
Causes  import  your  need  of  this  fair  fruit.        7i 
Goddess  humane,  reach  then,  and  freely  taste. 

He  ended,  and  his  words  replete  with  guile 
Into  her  heart  too  ^y  entrance  won : 
Fix^d  on  the  fruit  she  gaz'd,  which  to  behold 
Might  tempt  alone,  and  in  her  ears  the  sound 
Yet  rung  of  his  persuasive  words,  impregn*d 
With  reason,  to  her  seeming,  and  with  truth ; 
Meanwhile  the  hour  of  noon  drew  on,  and  wak'd 
An  eager  appetite,  raised  by  the  smell  7^ 

So  savory  of  that  fruit,  which  with  desire. 
Inclinable  now  grown  to  touch  or  taste. 
Solicited  her  longing  eye ;  yet  first 
Pausing  a  while,  thus  to  herself  she  mus'd: 

Great  are  thy  virtues,  doubtless,  best  of  fruits, 
Though  kept  firom  man,  and  worthy  to  be  admir* 
Whose  taste,  too  long  forbom,  at  first  assay 
Gave  elocution  to  the  mute,  and  taught 
Tbe  tongue  not  made  for  speech  to  speak  thy  prai& 
Thy  praise  he  also  who  forbids  thy  use,  75 

Conceals  not  from  us,  naming  thee  the  Tree 
Of  Knowledge^  knowledge  bolVi  ol  ^<:iQ\^\A^^ 
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Forbids  us  then  to  taste,  but  his  (brbiddtog 
Commends  thee  more,  while  it  infers  the  good 
By  thee  communicated,  and  our  want : 
For  good  unknown,  sure  is  not  had,  dr  had 
And  yet  unknown,  is  as  not  had  at  all. 
In  plain,  then,  what  forbids  he  but  to  know, 
Forbids  us  good,  forbids  us  to  be  wise  ? 

.  Such  prohibitions  bind  not.     But  if  death       \ 
Binds  us  with  after-bands,  what  profits  then 
Our  inward  freedom  ?  In  the  day  we  eat 
Of  this  fair  fruit,  our  doom  is,  we  shall  die  1 
How  dies  the  serpent  ?  he  hath  eat'n  and  livcs^ 
And  knows,  and  speaks,  and  reasons,  and  discc 
Irrational  till  then.     For  us  alone 
Was  Heath  invented  ?  or  to  us  deny'd 
This  intellectual  food,  for  beasts  reseT\'*d  ? 
For  beasts  it  seems :  yet  that  one  beast  which 
Hath  tasted,  envies  not,  but  brings  with  joy 
The  good  befalTn  him,  author  unsuspect. 
Friendly  to  man,  far  from  deceit  or  guile. 
What  fear  I  then,  rather  what  know  to  fear 
Under  this  ignorance  of  good  and  evil. 
Of  God  or  death,  of  law  or  penalty? 
Here  grows  the  cure  of  all,  this  fruit  divine, 
F'air  to  the  eye,  inviting  to  the  taste. 
Of  virtue  to  make  wise :  what  hinders  then 
To  reach,  and  feed  at  once  both  body*  and  min 

So  saying,  her  rash  hand  in  evil  hotir 
Forth  reaching  lo  iVvc  ?T^i\^.^%\vc:'^\^^K^iJ^^^V«.«5 

-Earth  felt  the  wouriA,  uud\^^V3L\t\\QmV't\i 


biDg  tbrougb  all  her  woikt,  gtve  tigni  of  wm, 
»t  all  was  loii.     Back  to  the  thicket  ilunk 
e  guilty  icrpcnt,  and  well  might,  for  Eve, 
:nl  now  wholly  on  hei  taste,  nought  eke 
^rdcd,  such  delight  till  then,  ai  lecm'd, 
fiuit  she  never  tasted,  whether  due 
fancy'd  lo,  through  expectation  high 
knowledge,  nor  was  Godhead  from  her  thcughi. 
»dily  she  ingorg'd  without  restraint,  791 

d  knew  not  eating  deaA  :  satiate  at  length, 
i  bighieo'd  as  with  wine,  Jocund  and  boan( 
M  lo'lieiielf (be  pkaiui^jr  iNpn : . 
)  lovnii,  «ii«|Mtti,  yncuui  sf  ■!!  tftfli 
Pind<*Bi  of  CfcntioaUui'4 
tttiii  n  im  liiiWiiiMilf  Mi'd,  [&fittn*d* 
i'tbftui  hit  let  faMi^  u  ts  so  ev4 
flsd  J  vat  BBttuuu^iB  njr  tmjcutf 

I  mhont  m^  c«^  BoiqiBg  ad  dnt'paue, 

II  tend  thee,,  ud  ibe  fatUe-budn  eya     SOI 
tkjr  fall  Imachet  «^d  free  p  lU  }.- 

I  dieted  by  thee  I  grow  outtue 

kiMHrledge,  as  the  godi  who  all  thing)  know; 

M|^  others  envy  what  they  cannot  give  ; 

ind  tbe  gift  been  theirs,  it  had  not  here 

U  ^WD.      Expetience,  next  lo  thep  I  owe,, 

lUpide ;  DOC  following  thee,  I  had  renain'd 

potance :  thou  open'si  Wisdom's  way, 

l^si  access,  though  secret  she  reiite,      SIO 

llperhaps  am  secret;  Kuv'tiis  hi^, 

^  'Bdtemote  to  ite  bom  thcoct  £iu&cv 
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£acli  thing  on  Earth ;  and  other  care  ]>erliaps 
May  have  diverted  from  continual  watch 
Out  great  Forhidder,  safe  Krith  all  hit  ^es 
About  him*     Bm  to  Adam  in  what  ton 
Shall  I  appear^  shall  I  to  him  make  kflown 
As  yet  my  changiEf,  aftd  give  him  t6  partake 
Full  happiness  V^ith  me,  or  rather  not, 
fiut  keep  the  odds  of  knowledge  fa<  my  power 
Without  copartner  P  so  to  add  what  wants 
In  female  sex,  the  more  to  draw  his  love. 
And  render  liie  more  eqUal,  and  perhaps* 
A  thing  not  undesirable,  sometime 
Superior;  for  inferior  who  it  Ireef 
This  may  be  well :  but  what  if  God  have  sec 
And  death  ensue  ?  then  I  shall  be  no  more, 
And  Adam  wedded  to  another  Eve, 
Shall  live  with  her  enjoying,  I  extinct ; 
A  death  to  think.    Confirm'd  then  I  resolve, 
Adam  shall  share  with  me  in  bliss  or  woe: 
So  dear  I  love  him,  that  with  him  all  deaths 
I  could  endure,  without  him  live  no  life. 

So  saying,  from  the  tree  her  step  she  turn' 
But  first  low  rev'rence  done,  as  to  the  power 
That  dwelt  within,  whose  presence  had  inlus' 
Into  the  plant  sciential  sap,  deriv'd 
From  nectar,  drink  of  gods.     Adam  the  whi 
Wailing  desirous  her  return,  had  wove 
Of  clioicest  (lowers  a  garland  to  adorn 
Her  tresses,  ai\d  V\ti  iwt^iX  \^ciT^  cAqpwt^ 
As  reapers  c\\  Tite  viOY\t  vVtiw  Vstj^'sX  c^tx 
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•  f  ■" 

he  pqotntf'd  tp  his  thought^  and  new 

ler  retura,  so  long  delay'd  ; 

>  heart,  divin<c  of  somediing  til, 

m ;  he  the  f alt'ring  measure  felt ; 

to  meet  her  weat,  4he  way  slie  took 

I  when  first  they  parted ;  by  the  tree 

:4ge  be  jniut  pass,  these  be  her  met, 

a  the  tree  returning;  in  her  hand    850 

»f  fairest  fruit,  that  downy  smil'd, 

r'd,  and  ambrosial  smell  diffus'd. 

e  hasted ;  in  her  face  excuse 

Ogue,  and  apology  too  prompt, 

th  bland  words  at  will  she  thus.addre8sM : 

)u  not  wonder'd,  Adam,  at  my  stay  ? 

ve  missM,  and  thought  it  long,  deprived 

ice,  agony  of  love  till  nbw 

kor  shall  be  twice,  for  never  more 

try,  what  rash  untry*d  I  sought,      860 

>f  absence  from  thy  sight.    But  strange 

the  cause,  and  wonderful  to  hear: 

s  not,  as  we  are  told,  a  tree 

tasted,  nor  to'  evil  unknown 

le  way,  but  of  divine  effect 

yes,  and  make  them  gods  who  taste ; 

>een  tasted  such ;  the  serpent  wise, 

train'd  as  we,  or  not  obeying, 

I  of  the  fruit,  and  is  become, 

as  we  are  thieatcn'd,  but  thenceforth  878 

h  buman  I'oicc  and  human  stni^> 

to  admiration,  ;^nd  with  mc 
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Persujshcly  hath  so  prevail'd,  if 
Hive  also  uileil,  and  have  also  ( 
Th'cficcts  to  eftrrespond,  openei 
Dim  em,  dilated  tpirin,  impUt 

And  growiiig  up  10  Godhead]  vi 
Chiefly  1  sought,  without  ihce  c^ 
Foi  bliss,  as  thau  hast  part,  to  mi 
Tedious,  unihac'd  with  ihee,  and  i 
Thou  therefore  also  laslc,  that  eqi 
May  join  us,  equal  joy,  as  equal 
J^si  ihou  noi  lasting,  differeuE  d 
Disjoin  us,  and  1  then  too  laie  n 
Seity  for  thee,  when  Fate  will  at 
Thus  Etc  with  couni'nanee  Mil 
But  in  her  check  dislempcr  fltisbi 
On  ihe  other  side,  Adam,  soon  a. 
The  fatal  trespass  done  by  Eve,  f 
Aiionied  stood  and  blank,  while  hi 
Ran  through  his  veins,  and  all  hi; 
From  bii  slack  hand  the  garland  v 
Down  dropt,  and  all  the  faded  roi 
Speechless  he  stood  and  pale,  (ill 
Fim  lo  himself  he  inward  silence 
O  fairest  of  creation,  last  and  fc 
Dfill  God's  works,  creature  in  w 
Whatever  can  lo  sight  or  thought 
Holy,  divine,  good,  amiable,  or  ■' 
Jtow  art  thou  li»t,  tow  tm  a  wdd 
Bcfac'd,  deflowei'i,  aniivM  wi 
Rather  bow  hast  iVnw  vieXft^'Ax 
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ct  foibiddance,  bow  to  violate 
red  fruit  forbidden  ?.  some  cursed  fraud 
ay  hath  beguil'd  thee,  yet  unknown, 
:  with  thee  hath  ruinM,  for  with  thee 
my  resolution  is  to  die ; 
n  I  live  without  thee,  how  forego 
»et  converse,  and  love  so  dearly  join'd, 
again  in  these  wild  woods  forlorn  ?       9 IQ 
God  create  another  Eve,  and  I 
r  rib  afford,  yet  loss  of  thee 
never  from  my  heart ;  no,  no,  I  feel 
k  of  Nature  draw  me :  flesh  of  flesh, 
P  my  bone  thou  art,  and  from  thy  state 
:ver  shall  be  parted,  bliss  or  woe. 
iving  said,  as  one  from  sad  dismay 
iforted,  and  after  thoughts  disturbed 
ing  to  what  seem'd  remediless,  919 

I  calm  mood  his  words  to  Eve  he  tum'd : 
deed  thou  hast  presum'd,  advent'rous  Eve» 
ril  great  provokM,  who  thus  hast  dar'd, 
been  only  coveting  to  eye 
cred  fruit,  sacted  to  abstinence, 
nore  to  taste  it  under  ban  to  touch. 
t  who  can  recal,  or  done  nndo  ? 
>d  omnipotent,  nor  Fate ;  yet  so 
( thou  shah  not  die,  perhaps  the  fact 
;6  heinous  now,  foretasted  fruit, 
d  first  by  the  serpent,  by  him  first  930 

ommon  and  unhaUow'd  tie  OMt  tux^\ 
on  bim  found  deadly ,  \ie '^t^XvNt'^^ 

•  AT.        VOL.   II.  K 
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Lives  as  thou  saidst,  and  gains  to  live  as.  man 

Higher  degree  of  life,  inducement  stroog 

To  us,  as  likely  tasting  to  attain 

Proportional  ascent,  which  cannot  be 

But  to  be  gods,  or  angels  demi-gods. 

Nor  can  I  think  that  God,  Creator  wise, 

Though  threatening,  will  in  earnest  so  destroy 

Us  his  prime  creatures,  dignify'dso  high^       941 

Set  over  all  his  works,  which  in  our  fall. 

For  us  created,  needs  with  us  must  fail. 

Dependent  made ;  so  God  shall  uncrcate. 

Be  frustrate,  do,  undo,  and  labor  lose. 

Not  well  conceiv'd  of  God,  who  though  his  power 

Creation  could  repeat,  yet  would  be  loath 

Us  to  abolish,  lest  the  Adversary 

Triumph  and  say ;  fickle  their  state  whom  God 

Most  favors ;  who  can  please  him  long  ?  Me  first 

He  ruin'd,  now  mankind;  whom  will  he  next?        ! 

Matter  of  scorn,  not  to  be  given  the  foe.        951 

However  I  with  thee  have  fix'd  my  lot, 

Certain  to  undergo  like  doom ;   if  death 

Consort  with  thee,  death  is  to  me  as  life ; 

So  forcible  within  my  heart  I  feci 

The  bond  of  Nature  draw  me  to  my  own. 

My  own  in  thee,  for  what  thou  art  is  mine ; 

Our  state  cannot  be  severed,  we  are  one. 

One  flesh ;  to  lose  thee  were  to  lose  myself. 

So  Adam,  and  thus  Eve  to  him  rcply'd :     960 
O  glorious  tna,\  o^  txctt^tv%\Qist^ 
1 1 1  ust ri ous  cv  idcuce ,  tx^m^\^  \\\'i^\ 
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ging  me  to  emulate,  but  short 

hy  perfection  how  shall  I  attaiiif 

m  ?  from  whofie  dear  side  I  boast  me  sprung, 

i  gladly  of  our  union  hear  thee  speak, 

e  heart,  one  soul  in  both;  whereof  good  proof 

is  day  afibrds,  doclaring  thee  resolv'dy 

.ther  than  death  or  aught  than  death  more  dread 

all  separate  us,  link'd  in  love  so  dear,         97$ 

3  undeigo  with  me  one  guilt,  one  crime, 

*  any  be,  of  tasting  this  &ir  fruit, 

V^ose  virtue  (for  of  good  still  good  proceeds, 

direct,  or  by  occasion)  hath  presented 

This  happy  trial  of  thy  love,  which  else 

So  eminently  never  had  been  known* 

Were  it  I  thought  death  tnenac'd  would  ensue 

This  my  attempt,  I  would  sustain  alone 

The  worst,  and  not  persuade  thee,  rather  die 

Deserted,  than  oblige  thee  with  a  fact  989 

Pernicious  to  thy  peace,  chiefly  assur'd 

Remarkably  so  late  of  thy  so  true. 

So  faithful  love  unequaird ;  but  I  feel 

Far  othervnse  th*  event,  not  death,  but  life 

Augmented,  open'd  eyes,  new  hopes,  new  joys. 

Taste  so  divine,  that  what  of  sweet  before 

iiath  touch'd  my  sense,  flat  seems  to  this,  and  harsh 

On  ray  experience,  Adam  1  finely  taste, 

And  fear  of  death  deliver  to  the  winds. 

So  saying,  she  embrac*d  him,  and  for  joy     99 
Tenderly  wept,  much  won  that  Vie  Vvs  \on^ 
ffad  9o  enaobJed,  as  of  choke  lo*  laoxT 

k2 
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Divine  displeai^fc  |br  he?  ■toyor.ileithi'  . . 
In  fecompeni^  (for  nek.  owpli^ww  Ma.)  *  /it !(/ 
Soch  fccovpcMe  bettiioerili)  4iiite'tfc«.ioii|^bA 
Sbe  g^  .kirn  of  thu  Ibiir  cadeinyMi  -^U  r^u  teA 

Against  bn  lietter  kiMwktet-«itioMi«'4  ' '  ** ' 
But  fbiidl|r<yvfrcoi|ie  witkKaftlccliarau  .  i'  '^ 
£inb  trembkd  from  her  mmSs^  oi  ^gm   IIH 

In  pangty  tod  Nature gnre  ••oooodgratfV: i::i'''> 

Sky  loured,  and«  wuttckiiig  timadery  aooic  mUi^' 

We^t  ^  coinplctiiig  of  the  flMMtal  tia  ■ 

Originali  while  A<Hm  took  ao  though 

Eating  his  fiU,  lioir  £ve  lo  iteme 

Her  fom&er  treipaaa,&ai'd,.4he  nofe  «a 

Him  with  her  lov'd  tociety»  that  now 

As  with  new  wine  intoxicated  both 

They  swim  in  mirthi  and  fancy  that  they  fed 

Divinity  within  them  breeding  wings,  lOT 

Wherewith  to  scorn  the  Earth :  but  that  £Use  6q 

Far  other  operation  first-  dbplay'd, 

Carnal  desire  inflaming ;  he  on  Eve 

Bagan  to  cast  lascivious  eyes,  she  him 

As  wantonly  repaid;  in  lust  they  bum: 

Till  Adam  thus  'gan  Eve  to  dalliance  move : 

Eve,  now  I  see  thou  art  exact  of  taste. 
And  elegant,  of  sapience  no  small  part, 
Since  to  each  meaning  savor  wt  apply, 
And  palate  call  judicious ;  I  the  pndse         1  OS 
yield  thee,  so  >je\\  iVn  ^vj  ^o\iVNax\«'^^d. 
Much  pleasure  wc  Vwit  V»S  Vbv\t  ni^  ^wwsi' 
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thw  delightful  fruit,  nor  known  dl!  now 
relish,  laidhg}  if  sudr  pleasure  be 
lings  to  us  ibibidd'n,  it  might  be  wish'd» 
this  one  tree,  had  been  forbidden  ten. 
come,  so  well  refresh'd,  now  let  us  play, 
meet  is,  after  Such  delicious  fare ; 
r  never  did  thy  beauty  since  the  day 
aw  thee  first  and  wedded  thee,  adomM       1030 
^ith  all  perfections,  so  inflame  my  sense 
/ith  ardor  to  enjoy  thee,  fnrer  now 
'han  ever,  bounty  of  this  virtuous  tree* 

So  said  he,  and  forbore  not  glance  or  toy 
Df  amorous  intent,  well  understood 
OF  Eve,  whose  eye  darted  contagious  fire. 
Her  band  he  seiz'd,  and  to  a  shady  bank. 
Thick  overhead  with  verdant  roof  imbower'd, 
fie  led  her  nothing  loath ;  flowers  were  the  couch, 
Pansics  and  violets,  and  asphodel,  1040 

And.  hyacinth,  Earth's  fi^shest  softest  lap. 
There  they  their  fill  of  love  and  love's  disport 
Took  largely,  of  their  mutual  guilt  the  seal, 
The  solace  of  their  sin,  till  dewy  sleep 
OppressM  them,  wearied  with  their  amorous  play. 
Soon  as  the  force  of  that  fallacious  fruit, 
That  with  exhilarating  vapor  bland 
About  their  spi*rits  had  play*d,  and  inmost  powers 
Made  err,  was  now  exhal'd  ;  and  grosser  sleep 
Bred  of  unkindly  fumes,  with  conscious  dreams  1030 
IncumbcrM,  now  had  left  them*,  u^  \,Vit>^  to«. 
As  from  unrest,  and  each  the  oihei  N\c^K\\\«^^ 

•    k3 


>  » 
•i 
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Soop  found  t]^«falKiw.opeii*4p  Mddwir.qwd 
How  darkenfd  {  Inpocf&ce,  a^tiHi, «  ^rrU..  .-. 
Had  skadow'd th(fm  {nuahmmHi  Btf  WMfayi? 
Jtm  confidenoev  lod  pMivc .  rig|b»ymnwn»  ,    i  jr 
Aod  honor  finon  ibaiit  tkc i%  apkftd'Mr 
To  guilty  thaiiiCt  he  cover'da.bat  bit  lohe 
Uncover'd  more.     So.ioie  theDttite  itiam    ■' 
Herculean  Sknuon  from  the  harlot  li^         IMI 
Of  Philist^an  DaUlafa,  and  wak*d 
Shorn  of  his  itrengthithey  deitimte  and  htie 
Of  all  their  virtue :  ailent,  and  tn  6ce 
Confounded  long  they  sat,  aa.ptracken  iniite» 
Till  Adam,  thou]^  not  leu  than  Eve  abaih'd,  *.* 
At  length  gave  utterance  to  tbete  wordt  eoottxmiii 

O  £ve,  in  evil  hour  thou  didst  give  ear 
To  that  false  worm,  of  whoinsoever  taught 
To  counterfeit  man's  voice,  true  in  our  fidl, 
False  in  our  promis'd  rising ;  since  our  eyes  1070 
OpcnM  we  find,  indeed,  and  find  we  know 
Both  good  and  ev*il,  good  lost,  and  evil  got, 
Bad  fruit  of  knowledge,  if  this  he  to  know. 
Which  leaves  us  naked  thus,  of  honor  void, 
Of  innocence,  of  faith,  of  purity, 
Our  wonted  omamenu  now  soil*d  and  stainM, 
And. in  our  faces  evident  the  signs 
Qf  fou|  concupiscence;  whence  the  evil  stoce» 
£v'n  sh^me,  tl^e  last  of  evils;  of  the  first 
Be  surjc  then.    How  shall  I  behold  the  face  1080 
Henceforth  of  GoA  ox  Kxi^t\,  ^\^v  wah  joy 
And  rapture  ^o*  otiVit^eY^'^  \Vq(v^  Vw'^^:^  ^kk^ 
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i  dazzle  now  thii  earthly  with  thdr  Uaze 
fferahly  bright.     O  might  I  here 
olitudc  live  savage,  in  some  glade 
icur'd,  where  highest  woods  impenetrable 
star  or  sun-Ught,  spread  their  umbrage  broad 
d  brown  as  ev'ning :  cover  me,  ye  pines, 
.  cedars,  with  innumerable  boughs 
ide  me,  where  I  may  never  see  them  more.    1090 
jt  let  us  now,  as  in  bad  plight,  devise 
/hat  best  may  for  the  present  serve  to  hide 
'he  parts  of  each  from  other,  that  seem  most 
To  shame  obnoxious,  and  unseemliest  seen  ; 
>oine  tree,whose  broad  smooth  leaves  together  sow*d. 
And  girded  on  our  loins,  may  cover  round 
7  hose  middle  parts,  that  this  new  comer.  Shame, 
There  sit  not,  and  reproach  u*  as  unclean. 

So  counseled  he,  and  both  together  went    1099 
Into  the  thickest  wood ;  there  soon  they  chose 
The  fig-tree,  not  that  kind  for  fruit  renown'd. 
But  such  as  at  this  day  to  Indians  known 
In  Malabar  or  Decan,  spreads  her  arms 
Branching  so  broad  and  long,  that  in  the  ground 
The  bended  twigs  uke  root,  and  daughters  grow 
About  the  mother  tree,  a  pillar'd  shade 
High  ovcrarch'd,  and  echoing  walks  between  : 
There  oft  the  Indian  herdsman  ihunning  heat 
fhclters  in  cool,  and  tends  his  pasturing  herds 
At  loop-holes  cut  through  thickest  shade :  the 
leaves  1 1 ^ 

Thry  giithcj'd,  broad  as  Amaz.om^Xi  ut^^<» 


And  widi  wlwt  dull  diey  >jid,  logedier  nf«*4 
To  ^ra  their  mlMty'^iui' axncMto^  n  ttf  Ubb 
Their  guilt  tA  llratfetf  AmUii  O  lioir'vtffe' . 
To  thtt  fiiArt  iMitiea  iJRfry  F  8i^ 
Coiuninit  Qmsdo-  Qk  AmenraD^  iw  ^tc 
With  iba  A^d  cikKtiM,  Added  ebe  tad  idU  ^ 
Among  the  tieei  oar  i«let  nd  iMMdf  rilMNnek '     . 
Thus  fenc'd,  ud  at  diej  tfiooght,  thdt  dnifc^ 

Cover'd.^tnOtil'niitorciiedfAiiiidy      11^ 


Theyaat  them  down  to  1vM^}1ior: Only  ibdn 
Ram'd  it  Achr  eyei,  hut  liSgi  >»iiiii  -%rbi*  iMk 
Began  to  niCf  hi|^  |)Mlioni|  trigeii  nttfe^ 
Mistrust,  fBi|H€!iofi;  diseofd^  and  shook  iMNtB' 
Their  inward  state  of  mind,  calm  region  once 
And  full  of  peace,  now  tost  and  turbulent: 
For  understanding  ruVd  not,  aind  the  will 
Heard  not  her  lore,  both  in  subjection  now 
To  sensual  appetite,  who  from  beneath 
Usurping  over  sovran  reason  claim'd  1199 

Superior  sway;  from  thus  distemper'd  breast, 
Adam,  estrang'd  in  look  and  alter'd  style, 
Speech  intermitted  thus  to  Eve  rcnew'd : 

Would  tbou  hadst  hearken'd  to  my  words  and 
stay'd 
With  me,  as  I  besought  thee,  when  that  strange 
Desire  of  wandVing  this  unhappy  mom, 
I.  know  not  whence  possess'd  thee,  we  had  tlicn 

Remain'd  stiW  ba^V'f>^^^^'^'^^^'«  ^^^^^^^**^ 

Of  all  our  good,  5YiAm*d,\v^t^>vs»sfc\i^}tfs^VC^ 
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3one  henceforth  seek  needless  cauie  to*  approve 
faith  they  owe  s  when  earnestly  they  seek 
proof,  conclude,  they  then  b^n  to  fail* 
rhom,  soon  mov'd  with  touch  of  blame,  thus 

Eve: 
u  words  have  pass'd  thy  lips,  Adam  severe ! 
jt'stthou  that  to  my  de&ult,  or  will 
wandering,  as  thou  call'st  it,  which  who  knows 
might  as  ill  have  happened  thou  being  by, 
o  thyself  perhaps  ?  Hadst  thou  been  there, 
lere  th*  attempt,  thou  could*st  not  have  dis- 

cem'd 
d  in  the  serpent,  speaking  as  he  spake ;  1 1 50 
ground  of  enmity  between  us  known, 
y  he  should  mean  me  ill,  or  seek  to  harm* 
\  I  to'  have  never  parted  firom  thy  side  ? 
^od  have  grown  there  still  a  lifeless  rib. 
g  as  I  am,  why  didst  not  thou,  the  head, 
imand  me  absolutely  not  to  go, 
ig  into  such  danger  as  thou  saidst  ?    . 
facile  then  thou  didst  not  much  gainsay, 
didst  permit,  approve,  and  fair  dismiss* 
St  thou  been  firm  and  fix'd  in  thy  dissent,  1160 
.her  had  I  trausgressM,  nor  thou  with  me. 
'o  whom,  then  first  incens'd,  Adam  reply*d  : 
lis  the  love,  is  this  the  recompense 
nine  to  thee,  ingrateful  Eve,  expressed 
lutable  when  thou  wert  lost,  not  I, 
o  might  have  liv*d  and  joy'd  immo^ul  VA\t&^ 
wilUogly  chose  rather  death  ^aVi  i^e.^*^ 


Of  wKf  tiiiMgrtiMl^T  -nojI'lBttQiiifpf wvcRt      '*  ^ 
It  9eem$,  in  tlif  Mttnnitr^HM'cMlftFttlii^ 

The  danger,  wad  the  liiriuii|  vatrnf  *  ' 
Thatlif  mwaki  beyonl  &t%ai Mft fiicC^ 
And  &ite  upon  fr^  -Ml  Mdk  hae^ifttlbdbi  :ji 
But  coiffideta  tltoliaiv-aM'te'MIM*'*'^^ 
Either  to  meet  no  Ainger  » |»'W1  ""  '^•^''''*  ^ 
Matter  of  glorkNittfiilj^i|iii)^       '^'  ""l^ 
•  vso  orro  in  overtttocn  wlininii|^ 
What  teem'd  in  thee  acf  pcifat,  th^'l 
Ko  evU  ditnt  ittA^ite^;  btf  T^rtfb  , 
That  error  now,  WMch  it  bdf<^  lay  aioil^^ 
And  thou  th*  accuser.    Thus  it  shall  befid 
Him  who  to  worth  in  women  oveitiusting 
Leu  her  will  rule :  restraint  she  will  not  hrodlE» 
And  left  to*  hertelf,  if  evil  ifhehce  ensue'. 
She  first  his  weak  indulgence  will  accnsch 
Thus  they  in  n^utual  wccnm^tm  spent 
The  fruitless  hours,  but  ncHher  aelf<ondenmb|^ 
And  of  their  vain  contest  appelr'd  no  end*    1  w 


( 


PARADISE  LOST, 


BOOK  X. 
^t  tCr0ttnu«t« 

known,  die  gaanlian  Angeb  forsake  Para- 
dise, and  return  up  to  Heaven  tuapprove  tbeir  vieilance,  and 
are  approved,  God  declaring  that  tite  entrance  of  Saun  could 
not  be  by  tlKim  prevented.    He  sends  his  ten  to  judi^e  the 
transeressors,  wKo  descends  and  gives  sentence  accordingly  i 
then  In  pity  dotbes  them  both,  and  re^ascends.  Sin  and  Death 
sitting  till  then  at  the  gates  of  Hell,  by  wondrous  sympathy 
fieeiine  the  success  of  Satan  in  this  new  world,  and  the  sin  by 
man  mere  committed,  resolve  to  sit  no  longer  confined  in 
Hell,  but  to  follow  Satan,  their  sire,  up  to  the  place  of  Man : 
to  make  the  way  easier  from  HfeU  to  this  world  to  and  fro, 
they  pave  a  broad  high-way  or  bric^  over  Ciiaos,  according 
to  the  track  that  Saun  first  made ;  then  preparing  for  Earth, 
they  meet  him,  proud  of  his  success,  returning  to  Hell  i  their 
mutual  gratulution.    Satan  arrives  at  Pandemonium,  in  full 
assembly  rciltes  with  boasting  his succe/ss against  Man  j  instead 
of  applause  is  entertained  with  a  general  hiss  by  all  his  au< 
dience,  trahsformed  with  liimself  also  suddenly  into  serpents, 
according  to  his  doom  given  in  Paradise ;  then  deluded  with 
a  shew  of  the  forbidden  Tree  springing  up  before  ihcm,  they 
freedily  reaching  to  take  of  the  fruit,  cnew  dust  and  bitter 
ashes.    The  proceedings  of  Sin  and  Death ;  God  foretcls  the 
final  victory  of  his  Son  over  them,  and  the  renewing  of  all 
things;  but  for  the  present  commands  his  aiigels  to  make  se- 
veral alterations  in  the  heavens  and  elements.    Adam  mure 
and  more  peicdving  his  fallen  condition,  heavily  bewails,  re- 
jects tlie  condolement  of  Eve ;  she  pernels,  and  at  length  ap- 
peases him :  then  to  evade  the  curse  likely  to  fall  on  their  un> 
spring,  proposes  to  Adam  violent  ways,  whicl|  he  approves 
not,  but  conceiving  better  hope,  puts  her  in  mind  of  the  late 
promise  made  them,  that  her  seed  should  be  revenged  on  the 
serpent,  and  exhorts  her  with  him  to  seek  peace  of  the  «f* 
CeiMed  l>ciiy,  by  repenance  and  supplication. 

iVl  E  A  N  w  H I L  K  the  heinous  wd  dt&^\\ft,^  v^V 
QfSatMD  doae  in  Paradise,  and  Uo\9 
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He  in  the  tespent  had  perverted  Cve, 

Her  hmband  the,  to  tmeihe  httl  finuC, 

Was  known  in  HeaT'n  i  for  what  can  icape  Aeqc 

Of  God  all-aeeingr  or  iieeiiwt  hia  heart  '    |I 

Omniicient  ?  who,  in  all  thioga  wiie  and  jvti        |1 

Hindered  not  Satan  to  dtmspt  fht  mind 

Of  Man»  with  ttieqgdi  tedK,  nnd  fipee-wil  mM 

Complete  to  lure  diicova'd  ud  nfidKi      )0 

Whatever  wilei  of  fee  or  aeeming  finend. 

For  ttill  thef  knew,  and  'ong^t  to^  hne  iGliiB* 

'  member'd 
The  high  iijunction  not  totarte  that  frnit,       '\ 
Whoever  tempted ;  whieh  thej  not  obey^  . 
IncurPd  (what  could  they  less  ?)  the  pemdifi. 
And  manifold  in  sin,  deierv'd  to  fall* 
Up  into  Heav'n  from  Paradise  in  haste 
Th'  angelic  guards  ascended,  mute  and  sad 
For  man,  for  of  his  state  by  this  they  knew, 
Much  wond'ring  how  the  subtle  Fiend  hadstol'n  20 
Entrance  unseen.     Soon  as  th*  unwelcome  news 
From  Earth  arrived  at  Heaven  gate,  displeas'd 
All  were  who  heard ;  dim  Sadness  did  not  spue 
That  time  celestial  visages,  yet  mix'd 
With  pity,  violated  not  their  bliss. 
About  the  new-arriv'd,  in  multitudes 
I'h'  ethereal  people  ran,  to  hear  and  know 
How  all  befel :  they  tow'ards  the  throne  supreme 
Accountable  made  haste  to  m^e  appear 
With  righteous  pW  xW\i  \)Xtw».\.  ^'gSasDK.t^^     80 
And  easily  approved-,  >N\l«L^JtA\^wx>Sfl^ 
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Eternal  Father,  £rom  his  secret  cloud, 

.Amidst  in  thunder  utter'd  thus  his  voice: 

Asieinbled  Angels,  and  yt  Powers  return'd, 

l^Tom  unsuccessful  charge*  be  not  dismay'd, 

^or  troubled  at  these  tidings  from  the  Earth, 

AVhich  your  sincerest  care  could  not  prevent, 

Poretold  so  lately  what  would  come  to  pass, 

"When  first  this  Tempter  cross'd  the  gulf  from  Hell. 

I  told  ye  then  he  should  prevail  and  speed         40 

On  hii  bad  errand,  man  should  be  seduc'd 

And  flatter'd  out  of  all,  believing  lies 

Against  hu  Maker ;  no  decree  of  mine 

Concurring  to  necessitate  his  &]], 

Or  touch  with  lightest  moment  of  impulse 

His  Free-will,  to  her  own  inclining  left 

In  even  scale.     But  fall*n  he  is,  and  now 

What  rests,  but  that  the  mortal  sentence  pass 

On  his  transgression,  death  denounc'd  that  day  ? 

Which  he  presumes  already  vain  and  void,        50 

Because  not  yet  inflicted,  as  he  fear*d, 

By  some  immediate  stroke ;  but  soon  shall  find 

Forbearance  no  acquittance  ere  day  end. 

Justice  shall  not  return  as  bounty  scom'd. 

But  yrhom  send  I  to  judge  them  ?  whom  but  thee 

Vicegerent  Son  ?  to  thee  I  have  transferiM 

All  judgment,  whether  in  Heav'n,  or  Earth,  or  HelK 

Easy  it  may  be  seen  that  I  intend 

Mercy  colleague  with  justice,  sending  thee 

Man's  hiend,  hh  mediator,  'his  desx^u^d  ^^ 

Bath  raxaom  and  redeemer  volxititaaYt 
VOL.  //,  X, 


And  dettinM^MM  himmilf»pi^jm%mk^ 

Blaz'd  forth  Hpdqy#4J«ipjy  f  J^JW?   :^      1"^^' 
£xprett'4t  v4^^m:im^.  WllfM'^iMl  i.V 

Mioe  both  a  H(wy1|rJii4JMl«i|*ri|ir  vAt '. 
Sopremd;  th^  Um^WM  1%  S(X«iMllfM{  •:  A 
May'st  ever  re«t  vpeB  pMAr    (i«i«4  JRW.  •' ' 
On  flarth  thcfcaiy UWii|ii>W% hurfW Jwwflfc 
Whoever  ju4g:4t|if.«mt.(|p^lMiNJMit  V 
When  time  thaU  Ibi,  ftir  9Al»«llAiM^ 
Before  thce'i  foilpc  innniiis.  miflMlc  •' 
Of  right,  thai  1  ^M|r  «iti9MiB,th^.4n9ll^, 
On  me  deriv*d«  fBl  I  ih^i  tflmpir  iQ 
Justice  vi^ith  mercy'^  ai  apay  iUua^r^tc  niQlK 
Them  fully  salisfyM^aiidthei^.^peaae.  79 

Attendance  none  $M\  oe^  apr  tniai,  wboe  V^ 
Are  to  behol4  the  jii4glPiieiit,  bitt  ithe  j^4i^^ 
Those  two ;  the  thiid  bptt .  jbifm  ja  condyntJi'Jt 
Convict  by  flight,  an4  f^l  to  all  law: 
Conviction  to  the  .aei|icsit  none  Mffig^ 

Thus  saying»  from  hit  radiant  9eitibe;nfp. 
Of  high  collateral  glory* :  him  dvooey  ;r^p^vc)% 
Pnncedomst  and  domiaa^opt  pii^$09af^ 
Accompanied  to  Qtey'n  gMCf  b^m  wliciiiQe. 
£den  and  all  the  caaat  in.proff«ctla)r* 
Down  he  d«scendediiixBa|^v\  <^it^^i^  j|^  91 
Time  counti  noi,iJbo«i%W\^v<D5w^ 
Now  WW  the  8ua  iu>««H^tu«itotfi*\ari 
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and  gentle'ibi  imt  at  tlieir  hour 
Btfdi  now  ink%  nd  mhcr  in 
;  tok>l,  when  be  horn  wrath  more  cool 
li Id' judge  ahd  inteiceiiar  both 
:  Man :  the  vwx  of  God  they  heard, 
ig'in  the  gardfeUt  hj  aoft  winds 
heir  ean,  while  daydecUn'd ;  thcyheard, 
lit  presence  hid  themselves  among  100 
It  tPttij  both  man  and  wife,  till  God 
g,  thus  to  Adam  call'd  iloud : 
cfaoa»  Adam,  wont  with  joy  to  meet 

Kttk  a£ur  off?  I  miu  thee  here, 

thus  entiertain'd  with  solitude, 
ious  duty  P  ere  While  appear'd  unsought  i 

less  conspicuous,  or  what  change 
re,  or  what  chance  detaim  ?  Come  ibrth. 
:,  and  with  him  Eve,  more  loath  though 
t 

discountenanc'd  both,  and  discompot'd  ; 
lot  in  their  lo<^  either  to  God     111 

other,  but  apparent  guilt, 

,  and  pertnrtation,  and  despair, 

obstinacy*,  and  hate,  and  guile. 
dam  &lt*ring  loQg,  thus  answer'd  brief: 
e  in  the  gard'n,  and  of  thy  voic& 
Dg  naked,  hid  myaelf.    To  whom 
us  Judge  without  revile  re plyd' : 
bou  oft  hast  heard,  and  hast  not  feared, 
joic'd :  how  it  it  now  liecoAit        Vi^ 

to  thee  P  ^ti)MWk*«iitais£.^^H^«^ 


I 


Hath  told  thflc?  hm  lliM  WIM  rf<he  twe^     ' 
Whereof  I  fwe  tjwcaiy  lhiHiNiHi*uit<rf 
To  whoi.  thai  Adw,  lotie  kiilg  wfljiMt  -^^ 
OHeav*al  mcvU«mtlUi%Ii|Mi.     .  •:^ 
Beibie  my  Jndg^b  cithor  to 
Myself  the  local. OMtCt  m  to 
My  other  icli^  thftptrtnerof  af  iifet 
Whose  ftiliqg,  whOt.  htr  bilk  t»  AM 
I  should  coQCBtly. jpd  BM  ofBfe  >li^bl«»»     111 
By  my  complawti.  butfuktiitMiitf 
Suhduei  pift|  md  csliBuiQiis-CQBitnuiik 
Lett  on  my  held  bpth  «&,  nd  pnmlMai^ 
However  iofii^poillWt.  h^nU         .  • 

DevolvM  I  Uioiigh  iKm^ 

Wouldst  easily  detect  what  I  conceal. 

This  Woman,  whom  thoa  mad'at  to  be  my  hdfi 

And  gav'st  me  as  thy  perfect  gift,  io  goodt 

So  fit,  so  acceptable,  so  divine, 

That  from  her  hand  I  could  sutpect  iiaill»     M 

And  what  she  did,  whatever  in  itself 

Her  doing  seem'd  to  justify  the  deed  i 

She  gave  me  of  the  Tree,  and  I  did  cat* 

To  whom  the  Sovi^  Presence  thus  reply'd: 
Was  she  thy  God,  that  her  thou  didst  obey 
Before  his  voice,  or  was  she  made  thy  gjoide, 
Superior,  or  hut  equal,  that  to  her 
Thou  didst  resign  thy  .manhood,  and  the  place 
Wherein  God  set  thee'  above  h^,  made  of  tiMe» 
And  for  thee,  whose  ^cilccs(tfm.%Mc  tessa^i.     l&O 
Hers  in  all  real  digjo^^  KibioiV 


She  was  indeed,  and  lovely  to  attract 
Thy  love,  not  Ay  subjection;  and  her  gifts 
Were  such  as  under  govemment  well  secm'di 
Unseefnly  to  bear  rule,  which  was  thy  part 
And  person,  badst  thou  known  thyself  aright. 

So  having  said,  he  thus  to  Eve  in  few : 
Say,  Woman,  what  is  this  which  thou  hast  done  ? 
To  whom  !b»1  Eve  with  shame  nigh  overwhelm'd, 
Confessing  soon,  yet  not  before  her  Judge       160 
Bold  or  loquacious,  thus  abash'd  replied : 
The  serpent  me  beguil'd,  and  I  did  eat. 
-  Which  when  the  Lord  God  heard,  without  delay 
To  judgment  he  proceeded  on  th*  accus'd 
Serpent  though  brute,  unable  to  transfer 
The  guilt  on  him  who  made  him  instrument 
Of  mischief,  and  polluted  (irom  the  end 
Of  his  creation ;  justly  then  accurs'd. 
As  vitiated  in  nature :  more  to  know 
Concerri'd  not  man  (since  he  no  further  knew)  170 
Nor  alter'd  his  offence ;  yet  God  at  last 
To  Satan  first  in  sin  his  doom  apply'd, 
Though  in  mysterious  terms,  judg'd  as  then  best : 
And  on  the  sefpent  thus  hit  curse  let  fall : 
Because  thou  hast  done  this,  thou  art  accursed 
Above  all  cattle,  each  beast  of  the  field; 
Upon  thy  belly  groveling  thou  shalt  go, 
And  dust  shalt  eat  all  the  days  of  thy  life. 
Between  thee  and  the  woman  I  will  put 
Enmity,^and  between  thine  and  hex  %<i,td\        \^^ 
Her  seed  shall  bruise  thy  head,  lVvoM\i\^iv^^^^^^^'^^ 

I.  Z 
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So  ipake  this  Ond^  thmyfnl^d 
When  Jesuit  mq  of  MMft,  aecoBd,  SK 
Saw  Satan faU  Uke  lj|^ui^dBfm4^ 
Prince  of  the  Air|.  ^aniMOg JpQnr |j^gni^  :t 
SpoilM  principiliticavid'poweEh  tQauu^M  « 
In  open  ihowp  and  ^vkh  atofiwion  hdl|^ 
Captivity  led  captrre  tfaoug^  iIm^  aVt.. 
The  italm  itadf  of  Baian  loaiimnpPi^. . 
Whom  he  thall  tnead  al  \m  poder  oar  fistr  IM 
Ev'n  he  who  now  fiMctcJd  hia  &ttl  bfaber. 
And  to  the  womnthnt  Ida  tenftCDCO  maf di  '-■■  • 
Thy  sorrow  I  wiil  g^tailf  nvldplj     .. 
By  thy  cooceptiao^  children, Uioa  alnk  hriqg 
In  sorrow  forth  f  and  tathy  hiiaband'a  will 
Thine  shall  submit;  he  over  thee  shall  mle. 

On  Adam  last  thus  judgment  he  pronoonc'd: 
Because  tliou'  hast  hearjiea'd  to  th*  voice  of  thy  wifei 
And  eaten  of  the  tree,  concerning  which         199 
I  charg'd  thee,  say*ing,  thou  shalt  not  eat  thereof: 
Curs'd  is  the  ground  for  thy  sake;  thou  in  sorrow 
Shalt  eat  thereof  all  the  days  of  thy  life; 
Thorns  also*  and  thistles  it  shall  bring  thee  forth 
Unhid ;  and  thou  shalt  eat  th*  herb  of  the  field, 
In  the  sweat  of  thy  face  shalt  thou  eat  bread 
Till  thou  return  unto  the  ground;  for  thou 
Out  of  the  ground  wast  taken;  know  thy  birth, 
For  dnst  thou  art,  and  shalt  to  dust  return. 
So  judgM  he  Man,  both  Judge  and  Saviour  sent, 
And  th'  instant  swoVt  o^  ^xaxVw  ^'Q.ouuc*d  that  day 
ilemov'd  far  o5  v  then  ^xv^Xiv^Vwn  ^5aK>i  \\s«^^\\ 
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^fore  him  naked  to  the  air,  that  now 
^ust  suffer  change,  disdain'd  not  to  begin 
Thencefortii  the  foim  of  servant  to  assunnc, 
As  when  he  wash*d  his  servants!  feet,  so  now 
As  fother  of  his  hmWy  he  clad 
Their  nakedness  with  skins  of  heists,  or  slain, 
Or  as  the  snake  with  youthful  coat  repaid ; 
And  thought  not  much  to  clothe  his  enemies : 
Kor  he  their  outward  only  with  the  skins        220 
Of  beasts,  but  inward  nakedness,  much  more 
Opprobious,  with  his  robe  of  righteousness 
Arraying,  cover'd  from  his  Father's  sight. 
To  him  with  swift  ascent  he  up  retum'd. 
Into  his  blissful  bosom  reassum'd 
In  glory  as  of  old;  to  him  appeas'd 
All,  though  all-knowing,  what  had  pass'd  with  man 
Recounted,  mixing  intercession  sweet. 

Meanwhile  ere  thus  was  sinn'd  and  judg'd  on  Earth, 
Within  the  gates  of  Hell  sat  Sin  and  Death,   230 
In  counterview  within  the  gates,  that  now 
Stood  open  wide,  belching  outrageous  flame 
Far  into  Chaos,  since  the  Fiend  pass'd  through. 
Sin  opening,  who  thus  now  to  Death  began : 

O  Son,  why  sit  we  here  each  other  viewing 
Idly,  while  Satan,  our  great  author,  thrives 
In  other  worlds,  and  happier  seat  provides 
For  us  his  offspring  dear  ?  It  cannot  be 
But  that  success  attends  him ;  if  mishap. 
Ere  this  he  had  retum'd,  with  fury  driven       240 
B/  bis  avengers,  since  no  place  \VV.t  tVvw 
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Can  (it  his  }imkMkmf'<»'fMt^^wdmif^^ 
Methinto  1  fed  ii  >  biii^pfc  niMai l»Jki^i/? 
\irtngt  |RMi^%iiA  iiniii^^ 
Bqrofid  doi  dBBfy'lilllWHt<ilii<PI  IpH^^  ^' 
Or  tymp«tli]r»  ociMt  lifblwililJil  Will  ^-^^ '*«  '(^ 
Poweyfol  It  grtjjrrii'^HiiiMiK  tetnim'^'       * '-'I* 
With  aeat«  ttidtf  dhHgi-*^  M*  kiW   --  -    ' 
By  UXttUM  couw^mix.     tliii  f  'AmJU'- 
Inicparable-mayi  #ifb  «ir>llWi|l     *  •'   iH 

For  ^ssA  tiom  8itt w  iitfwiiriii  mfumur  -  '-^"^ 
But  lestttee-Mfedtjfl'arWriiiglM^  i^J  ' 

Stay  hit  tfttsmpeMft  bwilili^pdf     . . 
Impassable,  btfiNsyioM  let « liy'^ 
Advent*roiii  woilc, yc!ii»  dqp fidiMr «ii mloM 
Not  unagreeable,  to  fontit  a' pith 
Over  this  main  from  H«ll  to  thtt  liew  WOlU 
Where  Satan  now  prevatb,  t  mommieiit 
Of  merit  high  to  all  th^  idfeniil  host. 
Easing  their  passa^^  heftce,  ibrintefcoarse^    960 
Or  transmigration,  u  xisdt  lot  shall  UsvL 
Nor  can  I  miss  the  way,  vo  str6ngly  dnwii 
By  this  new  felt  attraction  and  instinct. 

Whom  thus  the  meagre  shadow  soasiwerM  loQi^ 
Go  \^hither  Fate  acnd  inclination  ttrong 
Leads  thee ;  I  shall  not  lag  behind,  nor  err 
I'hc  way,  thou  leading,  such  a  Kont  I  dranr 
Of  carnage,  prey  innumerable,  and  tas«e 
The  savor  of  death  from  all  things  there  that  Kve: 
Nor  shall  I  to  the  njo^  i3^w\  ^.tfter^RVBGU        970 
Be  wanting,  but  attot^  Oatfctfflpa^^  v^ 


FAliAian  t.eiT.  188 


noitil  oMBigt^Mi  cifiB*     As  iracn  k  floclt. 

inft  a  4qf  k»f  b«ttlet  te  m  fiddy 

ixt  Aiuuci  Iw  tBcnaif^df  cobm^  syii^  Idi'q  - 

h  scent  Of  "liviii^  cBPTMiBt  dcBJpr d 

death,  ^'feltoimg  dqrt  n'^ody  %{tt| 

ocoted  toe  i^ndi  faiimCf  Mn  ■ymni^ 

DOilHI  widewlD'tlie  niukf  ar,  ttO 

CHNM'9«  W'9UR]r  uMB  to  UT* 

ft  both  from  oofc  Hell  gvici  mtb  tlie  waite 

le  amrchy  of  Chaos  ^unp  md  dark  ' 

7  divene^  and  with  p6wtr  (their  pover  wai  great) 

eiing  apon  the  wteii*  tHua  diiej:  iMt 

]  or  alitaiyr  ai  jo  rsgmg'in 

t  up  and  dbwov  tayther  ciondfed  drovo 

n  each  aide  flhoidlqg.iihir^nditfaa-1^^ 

vhea  two  polar  witad^  h^oan^g  adweiae 

n  the  Croaan  teii;  togadbtr  dfiae  S90 

ffitaint  of  1009  thai  atop  tH*  ua^pa'd  way 

Otad^x^ciaolra casiifaid*  fatlid fich 

biancoaat.    The s^gn^gMcd aoil - 

th  vith  Ua  SMca  ptottifici,  c^  aod  drj, 

Inih  tf itfidem  MDoa^t  and  &i*d  aa  firm 

Deloa  fiociag  OMfej  tfad  icai  hiaJook 

nd  with  GatjpiniattTngaf.  not  tatraaove  i 

i-^itb  Aapfaaltkr  aliaae.  hraad  aa'ihe  gate, 

p  to  the  ioota-of  Hell  the  igadiai'd  beach 

^  fittteo'd^aad  the  Aok'hasawiHMt  "^mmi^v  tKi 

rt6rioi«u«deep  U|||iticV«i%\»^^  %^' 
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Oflei^'pmfiriibi^ioU^i^fhB^nll         "f 
JmmoHMt'^iMi  iip#  faMrfM  «irii      ' 
Forfeit  to  JMOtyJSnmh^i  iliii|iiilifitiWii-J 
Smoodii  m^Ty  nbDBvfff  dflAniw  fiUlL'  '<-  <.?A 
So»  If  ^  4h|i  •»  ifeUiiMf  te  Miifri^jKf' 

Xerze^  thelilpl^cf  Ol«BM;ir|UBlib^A''  •''*>^ 

r HiiliiiliiiTOiiiiiwwiw jiiiMir!tf|i    --->»1 

Came  to  Aeiaib  tadovvflUiflMH  ^ 
ttidgbg  bb  ^  Bhn^^idi^Aaii 
Andicoaig^dwidl 

Now  hai  ihty  llwiugM  iWi  Wil*  !i>  ili^Mirtr 
Pontifical,  k  -fii^i^  of  ptiMl(lH4il^  -'i  irr^s  ^.<V/ 
Over  the  veiM  A^  fattg^hig  ihi  wjc  ^^  '  ^^ 
Of  Satan  to  tfaeiietf'tiiar|rt«ee*Ma«i  feo     *    -I 
First  lighted  from  lua  m|p  ud  luidedttfe 
From  ottt  Of  Cfani,  to  the  outiide  b«ie 
Of  this  round  ^wdrM  x  Vith  yiio  df 
And  chaini  itfacy  taM  A  liit»  tiM 
And  durable-;  aiid  ii6«r  in  IMe'^ice 
The  confines  met  of  fcaipyr^m  Ilotv*te 
And  of  this  world,  imd  ob  tlie  IsltliMilleH 
With  long  reach  intefpiMM;  three  acwetal  wif> 
In  sight,  to  eaeh  of  thcae'tiatt  ffcm  M. 
And  now  their  way  to  Eaith  they  tihii  dfciCfyMk 
To  Paradise  first  tendb^,  wIlAi  lleliolii 
Satan  in  likeness  trf  an  Anjgel  bri]^ 
Betwixt  the  Centaur  ind  the  ScOfpkli  sietaifik 
His  zenith,  while  the  stih  m  Aries  rtMc: 

'Disguis*d  he  tatteV^^'^'^i^^^B^i^BW^^^  ^^ 
Their  parent  ibcm  ^iftSwaftJ^^aasrtflft^W^iil^ 
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He  after  Eve  seducM,  unmiBded  slunk 
Into  the  wood  &st  by,  and  changing  shape 
*]?*  observe  the  sequel,  saw  his  guileful  act 
fiy  Eve,  though  all  unweetiiig,  seconded 
TJpon  her  husband,  taw  their  shame  that  sought 
Yain  covertures;  but  when  he  saw  descend 
*Ilie  Son  of  God  to  judge  them,  terrify'd 
He  fled,  not  hoping  to  escape,  but  shun 
*X1ifr  present,  fearing  guilty  what  his  wrath       340 
lulight  suddenly  inflict ;  that  past,  retum'd 
3y  nig^t,  and  listening  where  the  hapless  pair 
Sat  in  their  sad  discourse,  and  various  plaint. 
Thence  gathered  his  own  doom,  which  understood 
Vet  instant,  but  of  future  tixne,  with  joy 
And  tidings  firaught,  to  Hell  he  now  retum'd. 
And  at  the  brink  of  Chaos,  near  the  foot 
Of  this  new  wondrous  pontificc,  unhop'd 
Met  who  to  meet  him  came,  his  offspring  dear. 
Great  joy  was  at  their  meeting,  and  at  sight     350 
Of  that  stupendous  bridge  his  joy  increas'd. 
Long  he  admiring  stood,  till  Sin,  his  hir 
Inchanting  daughter,  thus  the  silence  broks : 

O  Parent,  these  are  thy  magnific  deeds, 
Thy  trophies,  which  thou  view'st  as  not  thine  own  ; 
Thou  art  their  author  and  prime  architect  :* 
For  I  no  sooner  in  my  heart  divin'd. 
My  heart,  which  by  a  secret  harmony 
Still  moves  with  thine,  join'd  in  coimexion  sweet, 
That  thou  on  earth  hadst  prospered,  whiclk  \h^  look^ 
Afow  mI$o  cvU€ncef  but  ftndi  I  &\%  '^^^ 


J- 
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Though  duiaBt.fipoiB  thee  woiMiJielireeB,  |CfcJ(l 
That  I  mm afterihee  with  Uni  dqf  MB|     .> 
Such  fatal  cmmyMioB  «■■»■.■»  daeia.  .    ■ 
Hell  could  110  looger  hold JM^iii •her .bMdbi^..  vi- 
Nor  thia  mwoyayahie  pjjfahjcwe         ...:..  •)■' 
Detain  from  foUovi^g  dif  lUiiitiiaDfrtaciu.^  •••^' 
Thou  hatt.achie?*d4iiir  ^beifef^  coafiaM' '  ?> 
Within  Hell  gatoa  tiU^aov^  dboaiv  kofmm 
To  fortify  thus  fiar,  and  oveibjp     ...    ,      .»  Mt 
With  thii  pofteatoaa  biidge  tke  dark  ihfMi-       > 
Thine  now  ia  all  thia  woridi  .^.  rirtMfripdiw^ 
What  thy  handa  boildad  oot^dij  vifdoOigiBli  / 
With  odds  what  warfattk  kit,  «nd  Mtftmaffi 
Our  foil  in  Hdnr^ii ;  hoe  dMa  dialt  meamdita^ 
There  didst  not;  there  let  him  still  Tictor  swayi 
As  battle  hath  adjudg'd,  from  his  new  world 
Retiring,  by  his  own  doom  alienated, 
And  henceforth  monarchy  with  the^  divide 
Of  all  things  |>arted  by  the  empyreal  hpunds,  380 
His  quadrature,  from  thy  orbicular  world, 
Or  try  thee  now  more  dange'rous  to  his  throne. 

Whom  thus  the  Prince  of  Darkness  answer'dglad : 
Fair  daughter,  and  thou  son  and  grandchild  both. 
High  proof  ye  now  have  giv'n  to  be  the  race 
Of  Satan,  (for  I  glory  in  the  natpe, 
Antagonist  of  Heav'n's  almighty  King) 
Amply  have  merited  of  me,  of  all 
Th'  infernal  empire,  that  so  near  Heaven's  door 
Triumphal  witVi  tnum^Vii\  asxYosq^  te^^x^        390 
Mine  with  thvt  |)Lot'vtMaNi<tt>i^  «Dd^x»^«Qfti»i^ 


dwA  X'  PARADISE   LOST.  137 

Kell  and  thir  world,  one  realm,  one  continent 
^Df  easy  thorougli4are.     Therefore  while  I 
Xeicend  through  darknesi,  on  your  road  with  ease, 
"To  my  associate  powers,  them  to  acquaint 
"^Vith  these  successes,  and  with  them  rejoice, 
"You  two.this  way,  among  these  numerous  orbs 
All  yours,  right  dovm  to  Paradise  deKend ; 
There  dwell  and  reign  in  bliss,  thence  on  the  earth 
Dominion  exercise,  and  in  the  air,  4U0 

Chiefly  on  man,  sole  lord  of  all  declar'd, 
Him  first  make  sure  your  thrall,  and  lastly  kill. 
My  substitutes  I  send  ye,  and  create 
Plenipotent  on  earth,  of  macchleu  might 
Inuing  from  me :  on  your  joint  vigor  now 
My  hold  of  thii  new  kingdom  all  depends. 
Through  sin  to  death  exposed  by  my  exploit. 
If  your  joint  power  prevail,  th'  affairs  of  Hell 
No  detriment  need  fear;  go  and  be  strong.      409 

So  saying,  he  dismiss*d  them ;  they  with  speed 
Their  course  through  thickest  constellations  hrld. 
Spreading  their  bane ;  the  blasted  surs  lookM  wan. 
And  planeu,  planet-struck,  real  eclipse 
Then  suffer'd.     Th*  other  inray  Satan  went  down 
The  causey  to  Hell  gate ;  on  either  side 
Disparted  Chaos  over  built  exclaim'd. 
And  with  rebounding  surge  the  bars  assailM, 
That  scom*d  his  indignation :  through  the  gate» 
Wide  open  and  unguarded,  Satan  passed, 
And  all  about  found  desolate ;  for  those  i  2^ 

Appointed  to  sit  there  had  lc£t  tbmx  «^^> 
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Flo^N^  td  tbe  vf^  world;  tl^  nctt  imaeliU 
Far  to  4i' iiOMd  «iiir'4  ^iNwfc  dwiiinUa 
Of  FmiifmtMiiiiiita  citv  aiiid  Mifliyj  ■■■& 
Of  Locifav  10  iqr  «Uii«iQa  aiU.'4.  .iii  i 

Of  th^  bri^t  MM  to  Satan  pafngBaSA*     .;••  au 
Thcw  >efii  thrir  mjcklfcc  Icpoq^  white  thflji 
In  cooqfcil  4at»  tojic&tom  wh«r  clnGB. 
Mi^iotwpcipt  tbeir«mpie,'ror.Mtt;'iafaL 
X>Cfirttqg  g«ve  cowiiMPdi  mdt|if y  okm  i  k'4i.  ii 
As  when  die  Tartar.  frcA  ]m  JKjttwitt  i^^ 
By  Atfra^n  oyer  the mowy.  pUm  r,. 

Retires,  W  fiactiian  Sophi  fian  the  kOffML 
Of  Turkish  crcsoent,  kMnet  aU  mifltt^hepmk[ 
The  leaifil^  of  Alxiuk^  w  bii  flOtmt 
To  Tauris  or  Casbeen  %  lO  these  the  lata- 
Heav'n-baqish'd  host  left  desert  utmost  Hell 
Many  a  dark  league,  reduced  in  careful  Wafch 
Round  their  metropoHsi  and  now  expecting    4 
Each  hour  their  great  adventurer  from  the  searc 
Of  foreign  worlds:  he  through  the  midst  junnaii 
In  show  plebeian  angel  militant 
Of  lowest  order,  pass'd ;  and  from  the  door 
Of  that  Plutonian  hall,  invisible 
Ascended  his  high  throne,  which  under  state 
Of  richest  texture  spread,  at  th'  upper  end 
Was  plac*d  ia  regal  lustre.     Down  a  while 
He  .sat,  and  round  about  him  saw  unseen.: 
At  last  as  frbm  a  cloud  his  fulgent  head  4 

And  shape  star-bright  appeared,  or  brighter,  di 
With  what  pctmmiNe  ^ot^  «ms:^\£i%\i^ 
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VTas  left  httb,  or  Mk  glitter:  all  imatM 
Jit  that  so  sudden  blaze  the  Stygian  throng 
fient  their  aspect,  and  "vrhom  they  wish*d  beheld, 
Their  mighty  Chief  retnm'd !  lond  ^^-as  th'  acclaim : 
7orth  nuh'd  in  haste  the  great  consniting  peers, 
JUis*d  ftom  their  dark  divan,  and  with  like  joy 
Congratnlam  approach'd  him,  who  with  hand 
fflence,  and  with  these  words  attention  won :  459 
Thrones,  Dominations,  Princedoms,  Virtues,  Pov- 
For  in  possession  such,  not  only*  of  right,       [crs, 
I  call  yc  and  declare  ye  now,  retum'd 
Successful  beyond  hope,  to  lead  yc  forth 
Tritunpham  out  of  this  iofernal  pit 
Abominable,  accursM,  the  house  of  woe, 
And  dungeon  of  our  Tyrant:  now  possess. 
As  lords,  a  spacibtis  world,  to'  our  native  Heaven 
Little  inferior,  by  my  adventure  hard 
With  peril  great  achievM.     Long  were  to  tell 
What  I  have  done,  what  su£Fer'd,  with  what  pain 
Voyag'd  th'  unreal,  vast,  unbounded  deep       47  i 
Of  horrible  confusion,  over  which 
By  Sin  and  Death  a  broad  way  now  is  pav'd* 
To  expedite  your  glorious  march ;  but  I 
Toil'd  out  my  uncooth  passage,  forc'd  to  ride 
Th*  untractable  abyss,  plung'd  in  the  womb 
Of  unorigi'nal  Night  and  Chaos  wild. 
That  jealous  of  their  secrets  fiercely'  opposM 
My  journey  strange,  with  clamorous  uproar 
Protesting  fate  supreme;  thence  how  I  fouivd  4^0 
TAe  new^rcited  world,  wbieVk  lacBA  vb^^<»n^^ 

M  2 
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LoDg had fefCtoU,  ■  fiMc  vMdtsfal .    :  -.  \U 
Of  absolute  pcifeaioii>>ikcialb'Bte  .    -^  ^rh\k  * 
Pbed  in  a  Ptadfae^ by  «Mr  Mflc        .vHi<nC: 
Madehappyi  Km  by  ftwd  I  kM  mIhbIIIi  ^4iiT 
From  his  Citaior,  aad  the  «MM«JiP  wMftt^A 
Yoar  woodeTt  with  an  vflf^i  he  thcml  -  ■  '  -t 
Offended,  wonh-yeur  tam^g^neffv.hifh  9/Mlprvt 
Both  hU  beloved  maA  and  dl  Wa  vovU:/       7. 
ToSmand  Death  a  pity,  aad  «»,1»«i^^  \'  '"-{^ 
Without  oor  haxard,  labor,  or  •lanl^•: 
To  range  in,  and  to  dwell,  and  over  «mB:    ' 
To  rule,  as  over  all  he  sliould  luiic  n^Ti*' 
True  is,  me  also  he  haih  Jud|fd,  .or-mdiar   .. 
Me  not,  but  the  brute  serpent  in  whose  shapa  ■ 
Man  I  deceiv'd:  that  which  to  me  belongs 
Is  enmity,  which  he  will  put  between 
Mc  and  mankind;  I  am  to  bruise  his  heel ; 
His  seed,  when  is  not  set,  shall  bruise  my  bei^: 
A  world  who  would  not  purchase  with  a  bruise,  IKK 
Or  much  more  grievous  pain  ?  Ye  have  th*  accoaa 
Of  my  performance :  what  remains,  ye  Gods, 
But  up  and  enter  now  into  full  hlissP 

So  having  said,  a  while  he  stood,  expectiog 
Their  universal  shout  and  high  applause 
To  fill  his  ear,  when  contrary  he  hears 
On  all  sides,  from  innumerable  tooguea 
A  dismal  universal  hiss,  the  sound 
Of  public  scorn ;  he  wonder'd,  but  not  loQg 
Had  leisure,  viond?  tvo^^v  VkcdmIC  now  morej  M 
His  visage  dtawu  Vit  ^t\\.  \o  Aajc^  'vbiI^^sk.^ 
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His  arms  clung  to  bis  ribn,  bis  legs  intwimng 
Each  other,  till  sapplanted  down  he  fell 
A  monstrous  serpent  on  his  belly  prdne, 
IReluctant,  but  in  vain,  a  greater  Power 
Now  rul'd  him,  punish'd  in  the  shape  he  sinn'd 
According  to  his  doom :  he  would  have  spoke, 
But  hiss  for  hiss  retumM  with  forked  tongue 
To  forked  tongue,  for  now  were  all  transform'd 
Alike  to  serpents,  all  as  accessories  59( 

To  his  bold  riot:  dreadful  was  the  din 
Of  hissing  through  the  hall,  thick  swarming  now 
With  complicated  monsters  head  and  tail. 
Scorpion,  and  asp,  and  amphisbxna  dire. 
Cerastes  horn'd,  Hydrus,  and  Elops  drear. 
And  Dipsas  (not  so  thick  swarm'd  once  the  soil 
Bedropt  with  blood  of  Gorgon,  or  the  isle 
Ophiusa)  but  still  greatest  he  in  the  midst. 
Now  Dragon  grown,  larger  than  whom  the  sun 
Ingender'd  in  the  Pythian  vale  on  slime,  53C 

Huge  Python,  and  his  power  no  less  he  seem'd 
Above  the  rest  still  to  retain ;  they  all 
Him  (bllow'd  issuing  forth  to  th*  open  field, 
Where  all  yet  left  of  that  revolted  rout 
Heav'n-falPn,  in  station  stood  or  just  array, 
Sublime  with  expectation  when  to  see 
In  triumph  issuing  forth  their  glorious  Chief; 
They  saw,  but  other  sight  instead,  a  crowd 
Of  ugly  serpents;  horror  on  them  fell, 
V^nd  horrid  sympathy;  for  what  they  saw,       54  C 
They  fejt  themselves  now  ch?LT\^\i\^*,  d'5i\*^\!wi\i'»\<i& 

M  5 
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Down  fell  both  ipev  and  shield*  j^owathcy  «|  6 
And  the  dure  hiss  ti^iew'd,  wad  die  due  Cam.'  ; 
Catch'd  by  coDtagiop»  like  in  piiiiidaBeitt».  :, 
Asintheirerime.  Thuinfuch'vpplinietliic^^ 
Turo'd  to  exploding  hiss,  triomph  to  fhfnw  v-: 
Cast  on  themselyet  Cpdo^  their  own  aioatiii. .  tlv 
stood  '     •  jL 

A grovehard  by,  sprang np with dui flieir c^ 
His  will  who  reigns  above,  to  aggravate     .  .^5 
Their  penance,  laden  yith  &ir  (rait,  like  t|MM^ 
Which  grew  in  Paradise,  the  bait  of  Eve  '  .;>•  li 
Us'd  by  the  Tempter:  on  that  pmspcaiqwy 
Their  earnest  eyes  they  fix'd*  '-"^"""g        ,« , 
For  one  £orhidden  tree  a  multitude 
Now  ris*n,  to  work  them  further  woe  or  shame; 
Yet  parch'd  with  scalding  thirst  and  hunger  fierc 
Though  to  delude  them  sent,  could  not  abstain. 
But  on  they  rollM  in  heaps,  and  up  the  trees 
Climbing,  sat  thicker  than  the  snaky  locks 
That  curl*d  Mcgara :  greedily  they  pluck'd     5 
The  fruitage  fair  to  sight,  like  that  which  grew 
Near  that  bitumi'nous  lake  where  Sodom  Qam*d 
This  more  delusive,  not  the  touch,  but  taste, 
Deceiv'd;  they  fondly  thinking  to  allay 
Their  appetite  with  gust,  instead  of  fruit 
Chew'd  bitter  ashes,  which  th'  offended  taste 
With  spattering  noise  rejected:  oft  they*  assay*( 
Hunger  and  thirst  constraining,  drugM  a^  oft. 
With  hatefullcst  disrelish  writh'd  their  jaws 
Vyith  soot  and  dndtis  ^\\V^\  ^o  ^^v  \.Vve.^  fell  5 
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Into  the  same  illutioni  not  as  man 

Whom  they  triumph'd  once  lapsM.     Thus  wen 

they  plaguM 
And  worn  with  famine,  long  and  ceaseless  hiss, 
Till  their  lost  shape,  permitted,  they  rcsum*d, 
Yearly  injoin'd,  some  say,  to  undergo 
This  annual  humhling  certain  numbered  days. 
To  dash  their  piide,  and  joy  for  man  seduc*d. 
However  some  tradition  they  dispersM 
Among  the  Heathen  of  their  purchase  got, 
And  &bled  bow  the  serpent,  whom  they  call'd  580 
Ophion  with  Eurynome,  the  wide 
Encroaching  Eve  perhaps,  had  first  the  rule 
Of  high  Olympus,  thence  by  Saturn  driven 
And  Ops,  ere  yet  Dictaean  Jove  was  bom. 

Mean  while  in  Paradise  the  hellish  pair 
Too  soon  arrivM,  Sin  there  in  power  before, 
Once  actual,  now.  in  body,  and' to  dwell 
Habitual  habitant ;  behind  her  Death 
Close  following  pace  for  pace,  not  mounted  yet 
On  his  pale  horse  :  to  whom  Sin  thus  began  :   yJC 

Second  of  Satan  sprung,  all  conqu*ring  Death, 
What  think'st  thou  of  our  empire   now,  thougl 
With  travel  difficult,  not  better  far  [earn*c 

Than  still  at  HclPs  dark  threshold   to'  have  sai 

watch 
UnnamM,  undreaded,  and  thyself  half  starvM  ? 

Whom  thus  the  sin-born  monster  answcr'd  soon ; 
To  me,  who  with  eternal  famine  pine. 
Alike  is  Hell,  or  Paradise,  or  Ilcav*u^  5')i 
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t  random  yielded  up  to  their  misnile  s 

jid  know  not  that  I  call'd  and  drew  them  thither 

[y  hell-bounds,  to  lick  up  the  dra£P  and  filth   630 

iHiich  man's  polluting  sin  with  taint  hath  shed 

>n  what  was  pure,  till  cramm'd  and  gorg'd,  nigh 

l^ith  suck'd  and  glutted  olFal,  at  one  sling   [burst 

If  thy  victorious  arm,  well-pleasing  Son ! 

oth  Sin  and  Death,  and  yawning  Grave  at  last, 

'hrough  Chaos  hurlM,  obstruct  the  mouth  of  Hell 

or  ever,  and  seal  up  his  ravenous  jaws. 

'hen  Heav'n  and  Earth  renew'd  shall  be  made  pure 

'o  sanaity  that  shall  receive  no  stain : 

^ill  then  the  curse  pronouncM  on  both  precedes. 

He  ended,  and  the  heav'nly  audience  loud    641 
ung  halleluiah,  as  the  sound  of  seas, 
^hrough  multitude  that  sung:  Just  are  thy  way  s« 
tighteous  are  thy  decrees  on  all  thy  works  ; 
Vho  can  extenuate  thee  r  Next,  to  the  Son^ 
)cstinM  Restorer  of  mankind,  by  whom 
lew  Heav'n  and  Earth  shall  to  the  ages  rise, 
)r  down  from  Heav'n  descend.  Such  was  their  song 
Vhtle  the  Creator  calling  forth  by  name 
iis  mighty  Angels,  gave  them  several  charge    650 
U  sorted  best  with  present  things.     The  sun 
iad  first  his  precept  so  to  move,  so  shine, 
is  might  affect  the  earth  with  cold  and  heat 
^arce  tolerable,  and  from  the  north  to  call 
)ecrcpit  winter,  from  the  south  to  bring 
olstitial  summer's  heat.     To  the  blanc  moon 
Icr  ofBcc  they  prescrib'd,  to  tVC  o^t  ^Nt. 
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Their  puDttuynioCioHi  An  Wpccti 

In  kkule,  iiiiaWi  tad  tarite^  MlM^«d^        ^ 

In  lynod'udluilglii  Wfld-tHB^tHASft  €M         "^ -'' 
xhcir  inlkwufcglhlilyMllt'iwfefc  16  AMMtf« ' 
Which  of  tliM  rilUg'wiililh^dU,  4^iM4  -' 
Should  pnivt  uiB|rAluc(l»^.|B*te  Windi'tfil^^ 
1  ocir  umuciii  iqmb  viur  uiuNei  id  coDmni. 
Sea,air,«d*«lMM(»,W!liaBUf^fAiebto        '    ' 
With  terI^tk1m^|l^tflb'iifk't^lffed1ii^ 
Somen^heUMte'Ai^lWttMiAce  • 
The  poles  df  «*A  Mice  M  Ht^lM  tad  jiMft  . 
From  the  MuAlUtey^^dilliMrjM^   Ifl 
ObHqoe  the  tiattfife  |totell'i6itfe  «()r  ite  iU 
Was  bid  turn  reins  frtftti  th^  ci|dinoctial  tM 
Like  distant  breadth  to  Tkiinis  With  the  levta 
Atlantic  Sisten,  ^nd  the  Spiirtan  Twins 
Up  to  the  Tropic  CtA ;  thehCe  down  tmkm 
By  Leo  and  the  Virgin  miHi  the  Scalies, 
As  deep  as  Capricohif  tb'brihg'in  ch^di^ 
Of  seasons  to  each  cliine ;  else  IM  'the  tpr\iig 
Perpetual  smil'd  oh  earth  with  vemant  floSvcH^ 
Equal  in  days  and  liights,  iexciept  to  tboie        6w 
Beyond  thie  polar  circldi ;  to 'ihetti  day 
Had  unbenighted  shone,  i^bile  tlie  loW  tun 
To  rccompetise  his  distande,  m  their  sight 
Had  rounded  still  th'  horizon,  ahd  not  l|nown 
Or  east  or  west,  which  had  forbid  iEhe  snow 
Prom  cold  Ettou\«ad«  vMl^^utfLvi  far 
Beneath  MagjcUan*     M  ^ixtt.  ^as«.^%c«x 
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he  sun,  as  firom  Tby^stean  banquet  tuni'ii. 
is  course  intendcid ;  else  how  had  the  world 
ihabited,  though  sinlc^ss,  more  than  now,       690 
voided  pinching  cold  and  scorching  heat  ? 
hese  changes  in  the  Heav'ns,  though  slow,  pro* 
ike  change  qn  sea  and  land,  sideral  blast,    [duc*d 
apor»  and  mist,  and  exhalation  hot, 
omipt  and  pestilent:  now  from  the  north 
>f  Norumbega,  and  theSamoed  shorp, 
ursting  their  brai^en  dungeon,  arm'd  with  ice 
.nd  snow  and  hail  and  stormy  gust  and  flaw, 
oreas  and  Cxcias  and  Aigpstes  loud  699 

^nd  Thrascias  rend  the  woods  and  seas  uptom ; 
Vith  adverse  blast  upturns  them  firora  the  south 
fotus  and  Afer  black  with  thunderous  clouds 
rom  Serraliona ;  thwart  of  these  as  fierce 
orth  rush  the  Levant  and  the  Ponent  winds 
.urus  and  Zephyr  with  their  lateral  noise, 
irrocco,  and  Libecchie.     Thus  began 
)utrage  from  lifeless  things ;  but  Discord,  first 
laughter  of  Sin,  among  the  irrational, 
k'ath  introduced  through  fierce  antipathy :       709 
east  now  with  beast  'gan  war,  and  fowl  with  fowi, 
Liid  fish  with  fish  ;  to  graze  the  herb  all  leaving, 
)evour*d  each  other  ;  nor  stood  much  in  awe 
>f  man,  but  fled  him,  or  with  count'nance  grim 
rlar'd  on  him  passing.    These  were  from  without 
*he  growing  miseries  which  Adam  saw 
ilready'  in  part,  though  hid  in  gloomliest  shade 
o  sonow*  abandoned,  but  worse  (e\i  \»x^\Ti> 
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And  la  a  tiodbled  tea  of  fMM*  MM^ 
Thus  10  diihudai  foq^  «kll  ill 

Ofthimewdorioutwrld^MiMTibfalB   '-'^^ 
The  fjimy  of  ite  ffcif,  vbaaov MtoiHr  '  - 
Accm'd  of  blcMi,  hiae  ne  fion  tls  te*  - 
Of  God,  i^uMD  10  bdnU  «« liM  B7  h^ 
Of  bappimi  I  yet  wall,  if  bm  mbM  aai    ' 
The  miiery  }  I  dcierfM'1l»  and  vmU  hear 
My  owndeienriagi}  hMthn  will aoi «rta|  > 
All  that  Feat  or  dpnh,  or  ihall  Wgelt 
It  propagued  cone.    O  voice  ooee  hcarf 
Deli^htfallyt  hirmn  mi  mlUt^p  M 

Now  death  to  bear!  ibr  what  can  I  inerew 
Or  multiply,  but  cones  on  my  head? 
Who  of  all  ages  to  succeed,  but  feeling 
The  evil  on  him  brought  by  me,  will  cone 
My  head  ?  Ill  fare  our  ancestor  impure. 
For  this  we  may  thank  Adam ;  hut  his  thinks 
Shall  be  the  execration ;  so  besides 
Mine  own  that  bide  upon  me,  all  from  me 
Shall  with  a  fieite  reflux  on  me  redound. 
On  me  as  on  their  natural  centre  light  74 

Heavy,  though  in  their  place.     O  fleeting  jojfs 
Of  Paradise,  dear  bought  with  lasting  woesi 
Did  I  request  thee.  Maker,  from  my  clay 
To  mould  me  man,  did  I  solicit  thee 
From  darkness  to  promote  me,  or  here  place 
In  this  delicious  ^^aixieiv?  As  my  will 
Concurred  not  lO  isv^  Wvj\^\\'«««.V8XTinit 
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d  equal  to  reduce  mc  to  my  dust, 

iirous  to  resign  aixd  render  back 

.  I  receiv'd,  unable  to  perfonn  750 

Y  terms  too  hard,  by  which  I  was  to  hold 

:  good  I  sought  not.     To  the  loss  of  that, 

ficient  penalty,  why  hast  thou  added 

e  sense  of  endless  woes  ?  Inexplicable 

y  justice  seems ;  yet  to  say  truth,  too  late 

1U8  contest ;  then  should  have  been  refusM 

osc  terms  -whatever,  when  they  were  propos*  J : 

oil  didst  accept  them ;  wilt  thou  enjoy  the  good, 

:n  cavil  the  conditions  ?  and  though  God 

dc  thee  without  thy  leave,  what  if  thy  son  769 

ive  disobedient,  and  reprovM,  retort, 

here  fore  didst  thou  beget  me  ?  I  sought  it  not : 

3uldst  thou  admit  for  his  contempt  of  thee 

at  proud  excuse  ?  yet  him  not  thy  election, 

:  natural  necessity  begot. 

d  made  thee*  of  choice  his  own,  and  of  his  own 

serve  him ;  thy  reward  was  of  his  grace, 
y  punishment  then  justly'  is  at  his  will. 

it  so,  for  I  submit ;  his  doom  is  fair, 
at  dust  I  am,  and  shall  to  dust  return :        770 
Mrelcome  hour  whenever!  why  delays 
i  hand  to  execute  what  his  decree 
*d  on  this  day  ?  why  do  I  overlive, 
by  am  I  mock'd  with  death,  and  lengthened  out 

deathless  pain  ?  how  gladly  would  I  meet 
>rtality  my  sentence,  and  be  earth 
cnsihle,  hoW  glad  would  Xvf  ta^  ^Q^> 
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As  in  my  mother's  hp?  there  I  should  rest 
And  sleep  secure ;  his  dreadful  KMce  no  more 
Would  thunder  in  my  ears,  tie  fear  of  worse  786 
I'o  me  and  to  my  offspring  would  torment  me 
With  cruel  expectation.     Yet  one  doubt 
Pursues  me  still,  lest  all  I  cannot  die. 
Lest  that  pure  breath  of  life,  the  spi'rit  of  nstt 
Which  God  inspii'd,  cannot  together  perish 
With  this  corporeal  clod ;  then  in  the  grarei 
Or  in  some  other  dismal  place,  who  knows 
But  I  shall  die  a  living  death  ?  O  thought 
llorrid,  if  true!  yet  why  ?  it  was  but  breath 
Of  life  that  sinn'd;  what  dies  but  what  had  lifie 
And  sin  ?  the  body  properly  hath  neither.      791 
All  of  me  then  shall  die  :  let  this  appease 
1'he  doubt,  since  human  reach  no  further  knovs* 
For  though  the  Lord  of  all  be  infinite. 
Is  his  wrath  also  ?  be  it,  man  is  not  so, 
But  mortal  doom*d.     How  can  he  exercise 
Wrath  without  end  on  man  whom  death  must  end  ? 
Can  he  make  deathless  death  ?  that  were  to  make 
Strange  contradiction,  which  to  God  himself 
Impossible  is  held,  as  argument  800 

Of  weakness,  not  of  power.     Will  he  draw  out, 
For  anger's  sake,  finite  to  infinite 
In  punishM  man,  to  satisfy  his  rigor 
fiatisfy'd  never  ?  that  were  to  extend 
His  sentence  beyond  dust  and  Nature's  law, 
By  which  all  causes  t\se  ^ccordin^  still 
7'o  the  reception  o£  i\\c\t  x£«xvw  vix^ 
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th'  extent  of  their  own  sphere.     But  say 
:ath  be  not  one  stroke,  as  I  suppos'dy 
ng  sense,  but  endless  misery  Z19 

lis  day  onward,  which  I  feel  begun 
me,  and  without  me,  and  so  last  « 
)etuity ;  Ay  me,  that  fear 
ihund'ring  back  with  dreadful  revolution 
defenceless  head ;  both  death  and  X 
ind  eternal,  and  incorporate  both, 
n  my  part  single,  in  me  all 
y  stands  curs*d  :  fair  patrimony 
must  le^ve  ye,  Sons ;  O  were  I  able 
ce  it  all  myself,  and  leave  ye  none  1       82^ 
herited  how  would  you  bless 
IT  your  curse !  Ah,  why  should  all  mankind 
man's  fault  thus  guiltless  be  condcmn'd, 
ess  ?  but  from  me  what  can  proceed, 
corrupt,  both  mind  and  will  depravM, 
do  only,  but  to  will  the  same 
le  ?  ho^  can  they  then  acquitted  stand 
of  God  ?  him  after  all  disputes 
[  absolve :  all  my  evasions  vain, 
sonings,  though  through  mazes,  lead  me  still 
ny  own  conviction :  first  and  last         831 
me  only,  as  the  source  and  spring 
:orruption,  all  the  blame  lights  due ; 
It  the  wrath.  Fond  wish !  couldst  thou  sup* 
irdcn  heavier  than  the  earth  to  bear,    [port 
.1  the  world  much  heavier,  though  divided 
lat  bad  woman  ?  tbus  n)W  CckQ\x  ^niv^^ 
N  2 


[r'si,  alilK  dcsmj^vTl^W 
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mpU  and  futucr,  '  '  M 

II  ha\h  crime  and  ddom. 
3  wT«t  abyss  rtf  fcwi 

1  tho'^  dri^'n  me;   bm'ofttMcb 
lioni  rfeep  lO  dfcpci  pIuBgMI 
■   triself  lamented  food 
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d  milil,  bot  n-ifh  Mxk 
ri  and  drcadfiit  gloom, 
dice  rtptesCTifca' '  ■ 
h  driiiblc  lerror;  ontbc-gnhM'tlO 
'ic  lay,  on  the  cold  g^WJ^'^AilJl/ 
ation,  Dcaib  m  ofl  icciiW,  '■"  ' 
■mion,  sinte  <tcnounc'd     '    "  ''■    ■' 
ii  olTcnre.    Wtty  cbmei  nml^BiAi 
one  t!  cicc  lecrpraHe  ortAe 
h  II  Tri.ih  fell  lo  keep  her  word, 
III        I  to  be  jtin? 

I"    1   call,  JusiTR  drvine 
r     ]         pace  for  pray'n  or  Cfkt. 
i  hillorkt,  dilei,  andboven^ 

1       1  taught  your  shade)      861 
1  hi  nther  iong. 
■i      lien  sad  Eve  beheld, 
T     apprfiacHpi;  nigb. 
I  1    TErir  pasiion  she  assay'd: 
■i'rtn  rr;^iii^e  (Vra^Ttfell'd; 
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fits  thee  with  him  leagu'd,  thyself  as  false 
.d  hateful ',  nothing  wano,  but  that  thy  shape, 
ce  his,  and  color  serpentine  may  show         87-0 
y  inward  fraud,  to  warn  all  creatures  from  thee 
inceforth;  lest  that  too  heav'nlyform,  pretended 

•  hellish  falsehood,  snare  them.     But  for  thee 
lad  persisted  happy',  had  not  thy  pride 

id  wand'ring  vanity,  when  least  was  safe^ 

jected  my  forewarning,  and  disdained 

)t  to  be  trusted,  longing  to  be  seen 

lOugh  by  the  devil  himself,  him  overweening 

*  over-reach,  but  with  the  serpent  meeting 
ol'd  and  beguird,  by  him  thou,  I  by  thee,  880 
\  trust  thee  from  my  side,  imagin'd  wise,, 
nstant,  mature,  proof  against  all  assaults, 

id  understood  not  all  was  but  a  show 
ihef  than  solid  virtue',  all  but  a  rib 
ookcd  by  Nature,  bent,  as  now  appears, 
3re  to  the  part  sinister,  from  me  drawn, 
ell  if  thrown  out  as  supernumerary 
»  my  just  number  found.     O  why  did  God, 
cator  wise,  that  peopled  highest  Heav'n 
itli  spirits  masculine,  create  at  last  890 

lis  novelty  on  earth,  this  fair  defect 
\  Nature,  and  not  fill  the  world  at  once 
'ith  men  as  angels  without  feminine, 
'  find  some  other  way  to  generate 
mkind?  this  mischief  had  not  then  -bcfdU'n, 
id  more  that  shall  befal,  innumerable 
sturbaoces  on  cartH  thtou^Vi  ^i;sQA<(,  %^Axt^v 

n3 
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And  strait  conjunction  %int!i  this  sex:  (or  eidier 

Pic  never  shall  find  out  fit  mate,  but  such 

As  some  misfortune  brings  bim,  or  mistake;   900 

Or  whom  he  wishes  most  shall  seldom  gain 

Through  her  penxrseness,  but  shall  see  her  giinM. 

By  a  far  worse,  or  if  she  love,  withheld 

By  parents;  or  his  happiest  choice  too  late 

Shall  meet  already  link'd  and  wedlock-bound 

To  a  fell  ad\'ersary',  his  hate  or  shame : 

Which  infinite  calamity  shall  cause 

fo  human  life,  and  household  peace  confbond* 

He  added  not,  and  from  heir  tumM;  but  Eve 
Not  so  repuls'd,  with  tears  that  cns'd  not  flowing 
And  tresses  all  disordered,  at  his  feet  911 

Fell  humble,  and  embracing  them' besought 
His  peace,  and  thus  proceeded  in  her  plaint : 

Forsake  me  not  thus,  Adam ;  witness  Heav'n 
What  love  sincere,  and  reverence  in  my  heart 
I  bear  thee,  and  unweeting  have  offended^ 
Unhappily  deceived;  thy  suppliant 
I  beg,  and  clasp  thy  knees ;  bereave  me  not. 
Whereon  I  live,  thy  gentle  looks,  thy  aid, 
Thy  counsel  in  this  uttermost  distress,  920^ 

My  only  strength  and  stay,  forlorn  of  thee. 
Whither  shall  I  betake  me,  where  subsist? 
While  yet  we  live,  scarce  one  short  hour  peihapi, 
Between  us  two  let  there  be  peace,  both  joining, 
As  joinM  in  injuries,  one  enmity 
Against  a  foe  by  doom  cTi^Tt's&'d  -assi^u'd  us, 
Tijat  cruel  serpent:  oiv  yaa  c«.^m^  \l^v 
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Thy  hatred  for  this  misery  befalVn, 
Oil  mc  already  lost,  me  than  thyself 
More  miserable;  both  have  sinn*d,  but  thou    93 
Against  God  only',  I  against  God  and  thee, 
And  to  the  place  of  judgment  will  return, 
There  with  my  cries  im()ortune  Heav*n,  that  all 
The  sentence  from  thy  head  removed  may  light 
On  me,  sole  cause  to  thee  of  all  this  woe, 
Mc,  me  only,  just  object  of  his  ire. 

She  ended  weeping,  and  her  lowly  plight 
Immoveable  till  peace  obtain'd  from  fault 
Acknowledg'd  and  deplor'd,  in  Adam  wrought 
Commiseration;  soon  his  heart  relented  94 

Tow'ards  her,  his  life  so  late  and  sole  delight, 
Now  at  his  feet  submissive  in  distress, 
Creature  so  fair  his  reconcilement  seeking, 
His  counsel,  whom  she  had  displeas'd,  his  aid; 
As  one  disarm'd,  his  anger  all  he  lost. 
And  thus  with  peaceful  \^ords  upraisM  her  soon : 

Unwary,  and  too  desirous,  as  before. 
So  now  of  what  thou  know'st  i?ot,  who  dcsir*st 
The  punishment  all  on  thyself;  alas, 
Bear  thine  own  first,  ill  able  to  sustain  95 

His  full  wrath,  whose  thou  feel'st  as  yet  least  par 
And  my  displeasure  bear*st  so  ill.     If  prayers 
Could  alter  high  decrees,  I  to  that  place 
Would  speed  before  thee,  and  be  louder  heard, 
That  on  my  head  all  might  be  visited, 
Thy  frailty  and  infirmer  sex  forgiven, 
To  mc  commiaz^  and  by  mc  t^'^^'i^^* 
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But  rise,  let  us  no  more  contend,  nor  blame 
Each  other,  blun'd  enough  elsewhere,  but  sdive 
In  offices  of  love  how  we  may  lighten  96 

Each  other's  burden  in  ojir  share  of  woe; 
iSince  this  day's  death  denounced,  if  an|^  I  see^ 
Will  prove  no  sudden^  but  a  slowppac'd  evil, 
A  long  day's  dying  to  augment  our  pain. 
And  to  our  seed  (O  hapless  seed  1}  deriv'd. 

To  whom  thus  Eve,  recovering  heart,  zepIjM 
Adam,  by  sad  experiment  I  know  * 
-How  little  weight  my  words  with  thee  can  find^ 
Found  so  erroneous,  thence  by-just  event 
Pound  so  unfortunate ;  nevertheloKs,  9^ 

Restor'd  by  thee,  vile  as  I  am,  to  place 
Of  new  acceptance,  hopeful  to  regain 
Thy  love  the  sole  contentment  of  my  heart 
Living  or  dying,  from  thee  I  will  not  hide 
What  thoughts  in  my  unquiet  breast  are  risen, 
Tending  to  some  relief  of  our  extremes, 
Or  end,  though  sharp  and  sad,  yet  tolerable. 
As  in  our  evils,  and  of  easier  choice. 
If  care  of  our  descent  perplex  us  most. 
Which  must  be  born  to  certain  woe,  devoured  91 
By  Death  at  Idst ;  and  miserable  it  is 
7*0  be  to  others  cause  of  misery, 
Our  own  begotten,  and  of  our  loins'  to  bring 
Into  this  cursed  world  a  woeful  race, 
1  hat  after  wretched  life  must  be  at  last 
Food  for  so  foul  a.  moustcr  •,  in  thy  power 
Jt  lies,  yet  ere  cotvccijjuoii  v.o  '^x^^t.wx 
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blest,  to  be'ing  yet  unbegot. 
»u  art,  childless  remain:  so  Death 
eiv'd  hvs  glut,  and  with  us  two      99( 
satisfy  his  ravenous  maw. 
udge  it  hard  and  difficult, 
looking,  loving,  to  obtain 
due  rites,  nuptial  embraces  sweet, 
sire  to  languish  without  hope, 
resent  object  languishing 
?sire,  which  would  be  misery 
t  less  than  none  of  what  wc  dread  ; 
urselves  and  seed  at  once  to  free 
c  fear  for  both,  let  us  make  short,  lOOl 
Death,  or  he  not  found,  supply 
vn  hands  his  office  on  ourselves: 
A^e  longer  shivering  under  fears 
:o  end  but  death,  and  have  the  powei 
ys  to  die  the  shortest  choosing, 
with  destruction  to  destroy  ? 

1  here,  or  vehement  despair 

2  rest ;  so  much  of  death  her  thought 
n'd,  as  dy*d  her  cheeks  with  pale, 
^ith  such  counsel  nothing  sway*d,  101' 
•pes  his  more  attentive  mind 

1  raisM,  and  thus  to  Eve  reply'd: 
contempt  of  life  and  pleasure  seems 
thcc  something  more  sublime 
nt  than  what  thy  mind  contemns; 
rnciion  therefore  soup;ht,  refutes 
•ncc  thought  \n  iWc>  '^wV\w\.^^'^^v^ 
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vnth  or  reviling;  we  expected 
dissolution,  which  we  thought 
by  death  that  day,  whei)  lo,  to  thee  1050 
\j  in  child-bearing  were  foretold, 

forth,  soon  recompensed  with  joy, 
thy  womb ;  ob  me  the  curse  aslope 
I  the  ground ;  with  labor  I  must  earn 
;  what  harm  ?  Idleness  had  been  worse  ; 
will  sustain  me ;  and  lest  cold 
Id  injure  us,  his  timely  care 
ght  provided,  and  his  hands 
unworthy,  pitying  while  he  judg'd ; 
more,  if  we  pray  him,  will  his  ear  1060 
•od  his  heart  to  pity'  incline, 
ut  farther  by  what  means  to  shun 
t  seasons,  rain,  ice,  hail,  and  snow  ? 
the  sky  with  various  face  begins 
in  this  mountain,  while  the  winds 
and  keen,  shattering  the  graceful  locks 
ir  spreading  trees ;  which  bids  us  seek 
shroud,  some  better  M-armth  to  cherish 
bemimb'd,  ere  this  diurnal  star 

the  night,  how  we  his  gatherM  beams 
nay  with  matter  sere  foment,        1071 
ision  of  two  bodies  grind 
ite  to  fire,  as  late  the  clouds 
'pmh'd  with  winds  rude  in  their  shock 
dnt  lightning,  whose  thwart  flame  driven 
gummy  bark-of«4r  or  pine,        [down 
M  comfortable  hcdX  fiOEi  Iv^ 


^^Bw'likli  might  tupply  the  ma  neb  fim le  uc, 
^Haii^I  I. hat  may  eUe  be  remedy  or  cuk         101} 
^^m  1  <i  i^vili  which  our  own  aatieeit  Iu*e  wkm^. 
^^B  Jk  v,i!l  iiutruct  lu  pnying,  and  of  gnce 
^^H    Hi:^::c(hing  bim,  M  M  «c  need  not  fear 
^^H    '!  o  pssi  commodimuly  thU  life  iiuaiit'd 
^^H      liy  him  with  miny  cwfbrti,  till  we  end  ' 
^^V     lit  dust,  our  final  lot  nd  native  borne. 
^H      What  better  can  ve  do,  thin  to  ibe  place  , 
^B        Ri-pairing  whcie  bejadg|diM,  pnMtfefiill 
^B       B^fort  him  reverent,  and  tbae  coaicM         lOU 
^V        Ihimbly  our  {uilts,,ind  pardon  be^  with  tem 
H         Wjifiing  the  giMmd,  and  with  oui  ngha  ihest 
H  Frcqucoting,  *ent  from  bearta  coatriif,  in  mffi 

I  Ot  suiitiw,  unieipi'd,  and  bniniliatiDi)  meekf 

Uiidoulncdiy  he  will  relent  and  tan 
Fram  his  displeuurc ;  in  whoe  look  aercDC, 
When  angry  moit  be  Kem'd  and  nuMt  uifot. 
What  else  but  favor,  grace,  and  mercy  iboae? 

So  spake  our  father  peoiicnt,  nor  Eve 
Felt  kis  rsmonc:  they  forthwith  to  the  place 
Kepair'ing  where  he  judg'd  ibcm,  prottrMc  fell 
Ikiore  bim  reverent,  and  both  confeu'd        HO 
Humbly  their  faults,  and  pardon  begg'd  with  k* 
Watering  the  ground,  and  with  theii  *igbl  tbc  u 
Frrquenling,  sent  from  hearts  contrite,  in  sign 
Of  ioriow'  unfeigu'd,  and  humiliation  meek. 

Tie  End  of  tkt  TtHtk  Bank. 
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<^t  SCrgument* 

3f  Ood  presents  to  his  Father  the  prayrra  of  onr  Flr^ 
i  now  repenting,  ^d  intercedes  for  them :  God  accepts 
)Ut  declares  that  thev  must  no  longer  abide  in  Parndise ; 
Vlicliaei  with  a  band  of  Cherubim  to  dispossess  them ; 
It  to  reveal  to  Adnm  future  things;  Micliaei's  coming 
Adam  shows  to  Eve  certain  ominous  signs;  he  di»- 
4 ichad's approach,  goes  out  to  meet  him;  the  Angel 
CCS  their  departure.  Eve's  lamentation.  Adaip  pleads, 
mits;  tlie  Ar.gel  leads  him  up  to  a  high  hill,  sets  before 
vision  what  snail  happen  till  the  flood. 


they  in  lowliest  pligbt  repentant  stood 
;,  for  from  the  mercy-seat  above 
lent  grace  descendipg  had  rexnov'd 
>ny  from  their  hearts,  and  made  new  flesk 
Tate  grow  instead,  that  sighs  nbw  breath'd 
rable,  which  the  spi'rit  of  prayer 
1,  and  wlng'd  for  Hcav'n  with  speedier  flight 
•udcst  oratory :  yet  their  port 

mean  suitors,  nor  important  less 

their  petition,  than  when  th'  ancient  pair  10 
es  old,  less  ancient  yet  than  these, 
ion  and  chaste  Pyrrha,  to  restore 
ce  of  mankind  drown'd,  before  the  shrine 
c.mis^tood  dcvoui.    Tolit.^N*V!L^2asivl\^.•s^^:^ 
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Ftew  up,  DOT  nua'd  the  wajr,  hy  cnviom  -windi 
niown  ngaboni},  or  fniitntc :  in  ihcj  fia'i 
Dimcitnoiiteif  ihrough  lKav*nl^  dooit;  thca  cbl 
VViih  incemc,  where  ihe  golden  aim  fum'd, 
By  ihcif  gteai  Iniercenor,  came  in  ligtit 
Bf  fore  the  Father'i  thron«  ihcm  ihe  glid  Son  11 
PicKiiting,  lbu>  lo  intencilc  began: 

Sec,  Father  1  what  fint  fiuiti  on  canh  Meipnw| 
t'tom  ihy  implinied  gnee  in  man,  iheie  kijhi 
And  pray'n,  which  ia  ihii  golden  ecmef,  mii'il 
With  ineenK,  I  ihy  pticii  bcfon  tbcc  bhni;, 
Fiiiiu  of  more  pleuiag  wvoc  from  (by  teed 
Sown  with  eontriiion  ia  hii  bean,  than  tbote 
Which  hii  own  hud  minnring  all  the  rem 
Of  Pai2disc  could  bave  produc'd,  aic  fall'o 
From  innocence.   N'ow  therefore  bend  ihinc  eJi  3'-' 
To  supplication,  hear  his  "g!^  though  mute; 
Unskilful  wilh  what  words  to  pray,  let  me 
Ini^^iprcl  for  bim,  me  bit  advocate 
And  pTopItialian ;  alt  hii  works  on  me 
Good  or  not  good  ingraft,  my  merit  tboie 
iShall  perfect,  and  for  these  my  death  iball  piy- 
Accepi  mc,  and  in  me  from  these  receive 
Tlie  smell  of  peace  low'ard  mankind;  let  him  lit 
Before  thee  reconcil'd,  at  leant  hii  davi 
Kumhcr'd,  though  lad,  till  death,  bii  doom,  (wliiciil 
I'o  mitigate  thus  plead,  not  lo  reverse)  tl 

To  bciicr  life  iihall  yield  him,  where  wiih  me' 
-Ail  wy  icdtem'd  row)  iwt\\TO\a^  isjAbUii, 
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To  whom  the  Father,  without, cloud,  serene: 
All  thy  request  for  man,  accepted  Son, 
Obtain;  all  thy  request  was  my  decree: 
But  longer  in  that  Paradise  to  dwell, 
The  law  I  gave  to  Nature  him  forbids: 
Those  pure  immortal  elements  that  know  50 

No  gro*ss,  no  unharmonioas  mixture  foul, 
Eject  him  tainted  now,  and  purge  him  o{F 
As  a  distemper,  gross  to  air  as  gross, 
And  mortal  food,  as  may  dispose  him  best 
for  dissolution  wrought  by  sin,  that  fipst 
BistemperM  all  things,  and  of  incorrupt 
Corrupted.     I  at  first  with  two  fair  gifts 
Created  him  endowed,  with  happiness 
And  immortality:  that  fondly  lost, 
J'his  other  servM  but  to  eternize  woe,  6  J 

Till  I  provided  death;  so  death  becomes 
His  final  remedy,  and  after  life 
Try'd  in  sharp  tribulation,  and  refin*d 
By  faith  and  faithful  works,  to  second  life, 
"Wak'd  in  the  renovation  of  the  just. 
Resigns  him  up  with  Heav'n  and  Earth  renew'd. 
But  let  us  call  to  synod  all  the  blest         [not  hide 
Through  Heaven's  wide  bounds;  from  them  I  will 
My  judgments,  how  with  mankind  I  proceed, 
As  how  with  peccant  Angels  late  they  saw,       70 
And  in  their  state,  though  firm,  stood  more  confirmM. 

He  ended,  and  the  Son  gave  signal  high 
To  the  bright  minister  that  w^lcVi*d\  Vns:  W>h 
His  trumpet,  heard  in  Orc\)  siivc^  )^^^"a.>^^ 

o  2 
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When  God  driccnded,  and  perhaps  once  more 

Tt>  sound  It  general  doom.      Th'  angelic  b!ail 

FtlI'd  all  LhF  re^inns:    from  lluir  hlisiful  hoi/tn 

Of  amarantine  shnde,  fbuntain  or  spring, 

Bv  the  walen  of  life,  whtrc'cc  ihej-  lat 

Ifi  fclbwihipof  joy,  ihesonsof  LiRht  8S 

Hjiicd,  resorting  to  the  juipinons  high. 

Anil  took  (heir  seitij  lill  from  his  ihrone  suprrm! 

Th'  Almighiy  thui  pronounc'd  his  jovnn  will : 

.      O  Sou^,  like  one  of  iii  Man  ii  become        jS 

To  k-Dow  both  good  md  evil,  sirKC  Mi  tainr  ^H 

Of  th:it  defended  &uii;   but  lei  him  bout    '^H 

His  knowledge  of  good  lo&i,  and  evil  gut  ■       ^^ 

I-I^ppier,  hitd  it  sufflc'd  him  to  have  known 

Good  hy  itself,  ar.d  evil  not  at  all. 

Hr.  sorrows  now,  repents,  and  prayi  contrite,    9t 

My  motions  iti  him;  longer  than  ihey  move. 

His  heart  I  know,  how  variable  ai>4  vain 

Self-left.      Lest  therefore  hii  now  bolder  htai 

Reach  also  of  the  Tree  of  Life,  and  eat, 

And  live  for  ever,  dream  at  least  to  live 

For  ever  to  remove  liim  I  decres. 

And  send  him  from  the  garden  forth  to  till 

Tlie  ground  whence  he  was  taken,  fitter  soil. 

Michael,  this  my  behest  have  thou  in  clnrgc. 
Tike  [0  ihcc  from  among  the  cherubim  HO 

Thy  choice  of  flaming  warriors,  lest  the  Rend, 
"     n  behalf  of  man,  or  to  invade 
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^ithout  remorse  drive  out  the  sinful  pair, 

cm  Hallow'd  ground  th'  unholy,  and  denounce 

•>  them  and  to  their  progeny  from  thence 

rpetual  banishment.     Yet  lest  they  fain( 

t  the  sad  sentence  rigorously  urg'd, 

>r  I  behold  them  soften'd  and  with  tears        116 

: wailing  their  excess,  all  terror  hide. 

patiently  thy  bidding  they  obey, 

ismiss  them  not  disconsolate  ;  reveal 

>  Adam  what  shall  come  in  future  days, 
s  I  shall  thee  inlighten  ;  intermix 

y  covenant  in  the  Woman's  seed  rcnewM ; 

>  send  them  forth,  though  sorrowing,  yet  in  peace  *, 
nd  on  the  east  side  of  the  garden  place, 

/here  entrance  up,  from  Eden  easiest  climbs, 
herubic  watch,  and  of  a  sword  the  flame       1'20 
^ide-waving,  all  approach  far  oil'  to  fright, 
nd  guard  all  passage  to  the  1  rce  of  Life  : 
:st  Paradise  a  receptacle  prove 
o  spi'rits  foul,  and  all  my  trees  their  prey,  - 
/'ith  whose  siol'n  fruit  Man  once  more  to  delude. 
He  ceas*d  :  and  th*  arch-angelic  Power  prepar'd 
>r  swift  descent,  with  him  the  cohort  bright 
f  watchful  cherubim  ;  four  faces  each 
ad,  like  a  double  Janus,  all  their  shape 
)angled  with  eyes,  more  numerous  than  those  130 
f  Argus,  and  more  wakeful  than  to  drouse, 
banned  with  Arcadian  pipe,  the  past'ral  reed 
f  Hermes,  or  his  opiate  rod.     Meanwhile 
)  rc-saJute  the  world  >«"iOa«a.«^^\\^v 


<:i  nk'd,  and  wrA  6c*  *n  iiUrfl 
-!;,  when  Adam  and  fintnuMM  Efc 
ii^il  now  their  oriwD*,  and  bond 
aildcd  from  ibove,  new  hope  toipiiiig 
:;,palT,  jof,  bnt  with  E»r  yet  linkM; 
^^  II  to  Eve  bit  welccme  wcMd*  mciMi 
:  Ally  nay  bith  adDtit,  tliat  all         Ul 
'  1  which  we  enjoy  boa  HcM*a  doetiAl 
t  i-ain  lu  aujht  thouM  MCCdd  n  Ea>^ 
<]:-□( u  to  concern  the  mind 
Hf.mi  liifih-blett,  ortoioclmefaiivill 

<  lief  may  teem ;'  yet  ibii  will  pRJCt 
ixt  ligh  of  baman  bieatfa,  apbonc  '. 
It  ten  of  Cod.     For  iiDce  I  asught 
}',:  ^i-:v'r  lb' offended  X)ettyta'.appeaK, 
F.r.'.'i:i'd  :!nd  before  bim  humbled  *II  my  hoD^  IM 
M;ili«Ligh[  I  savfhim  plicible  and  mild, 
I!d:iil(:!i/  Ilis  ear;  persuasion  in  mcgrew 
'I  liii  I  WJ1  lieard  wilh  hvar  ;   pace  rctum'd 
Huinc  to  ray  brcatt,  and  lo  my  memory 
His  promise,  that  thy  seed  ihill  bruise  our  fa: ; 
Which  then  nol  minded  in  diimay,  yet  now 
Auum  me  (hu  ihe  biitemesi  of  death 
Is  pj.s(,  and  we  shall  live.     Whence  hail  (0  rim 
Kvc  righiV  call'd,  Mother  of  all  mankind, 
Mother  of  all  things  living,  since  by  thee        16 
Mah  is  to  hve,  and  all  ihingi  live  for  man. 

To  whomthut  Eve  with  lad  demeanor  meek: 
Jjj  worthy  1  sudt  l\t\e  i\ioa\4  V\<to^ 
Jo  me  uantgreiior,  ■*\i'»  to  *«  wteiii 


PAKAOLSE    LOST«  167 

»ecame  thy  snare;  to  me  reproach 
ilopgs,  distrust  and  all  dispraise  ; 
tc  in. pardon  \vas  my  Judge, 
ho  first  brought  death  on  all,  am  grac'd 
:e  of  life  ;  next  favorable  thou, 
hly  thus  to'  intitie  me  voiichsaf 'st,     170 
name  deserving.     But  the  field 
calls  us  now  with  sweat  impos'd, 
ifter  sleepless  night ;  for  see  the  Morn, 
iccm'd  with  our  unrest,  begins 
progress  smiling  ;  let  us  forth, 
rom  thy  side  henceforth  to  stray, 
*  our  day's  work  lies,  though  now  injoin'd 
;,  till  day  droop  ;  while  here  we  dwell, 
1  be  toilsome  in  these  pleasant  walks  P 
IS  live,  though  in  fali'n  state,  contcpt.  1 89 
ke,  so  wish'd  much-humbled  Eve,  but 

not ;  Nature  first  gave  signs  impress'd 
beast,  air,  air  suddenly  eclips'd 
rt  blush  of  Morn  ;  nigh  in  her  sight 
of  Jove,  stoop'd  from  his  aery  tour, 
i  of  gayest  plume  before  him  drove ; 
m  a  bill  the  beast  that  reigns  in  woods, 
er  then,  pursu'd  a  gentle  brace, 

of  all  the  forest,  hart  and  hind  ; 
th'  eastern  gate  was  bent  their  flight, 
erv'd,  and  with  his  eye  the  chase      191 

not  unmov'd  to  Eve  thus  spake  : 

,  some  furthei  c\iaiv%t  v^^i\&  >is»^v^% 
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Which   Heav'n   by  iheie   iiluic  signi  iii  Niwic 

ForcTiiiiDcrs  of  his  purpoic,  or  to  wun, 
Ui  haply  loo  iccure  oF  our  diicharge 
Ftom  fcmhy,  beciuis  from  dcalh  rclifo'd 
Some  dayi ;  how  long,  and  what  rill  then  our  liAr, 
Who  know),  or  more  than  ihij,  th*l  we  aw  dua, 
And  thiibei  muic  ictutn  and  be  no  marc  f       HH 
Why  clie  ihii  double  object  in  our  li^hi 
Of  Uighi  putsu'ii  in  ih'  air,  and  o'er  ilic  giounii 
One  way  ihe  self-isme  hour  ?i  wby  in  ihc  on 
Sarkncil  e'er  diy'i  mid-coumc,  and  morning  ^^i' 
More  orient  in  yon  western  cloud,  ihai  drawi 
O'er  the  blue  tinnanicnt  a  radiant  white, 
And   slow   descend),  with   iomclhing    heav'iilY 
iV  J  Light  ? 
He  crt'd  not,  for  by  this  the  heav'nly  bimb 
Down  from  asky  of  Jatper  lighted  now 
In  Paradise,  and  on  a  hill  made  halt,         .     £10 
A  glorious  apparition,  had  no  doubt 
And  carnal  fear  that  day  dimm'd  Adam'i  eye- 
Not  that  more  glorious,  when  the  AngeUma 
Jacob  in  Mahanaim,  where  he  saw 
The  held  pavillion'd  with  his  guwdiani blight i 
Nor  that  which  on  the  flaming  mount  appeai'd 
In  Doihan,  cover'd  with  a  camp  of  fire. 
Against  the  Syrian  king,  who  t&iurpiiie 
One  man,  assassin-like,  had  levy'd  war. 
War  unproc\unv'd>    1\«^™ai.iHve««h  !M 
In  tluir  bright  WM\4\\iM*^*^"-^»*Y»*'»'»'**^ 
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Possession  of  the  garden  ;  he  alone, 
To  find  where  Adam  sheltered  took  His  way, 
Not  unpcrceiv*d  of  Adam,  who  to  Eve, 
While  the  great  visitant  approach'd,  thus  spake  : 

Eve,  now  expect  great  tidings,  which  perhaps 
Of  us  will  soon  determine,  or  impose 
New  laws  to  be  obscrv'd  ;  for  I  descry 
From  yonder  blazing  cloud  that  veils  the  hill 
One  of  the  heav'nly  host,  and  by  his  gait  1^30 

None  of  the  meanest,  some  great  potentate 
Or  of  the  thrones  above,  such  majesty 
Invests  him  coming  ;  yet  not  terrible, 
That  I  should  fear,  not  sociably  mild, 
As  Raphael,  that  I  should  much  confide. 
But  solemn  and  sublime,  whom  not  to'  offend, 
With  reverence  i  must  rr.eet,  and  thoy  retire. 

He  ended  j  and  th*  Arch-angel  soon  drew  nigh, 
Not  in  bis  shape  celestial,  but  as  man 
Clad  to  meet  man  :  over  his  lucid  arms  240 

A  military  vest  of  purple  flow'd, 
Livelier  than  Melibcean,  or  the  grain 
Of  Sarra,  worn  by  kings  and  heroes  old 
In  time  of  truce;  Iris  had  dipt  the  woof; 
His  starry  helm  unbuckled  show*d  him  prime 
Ii)  manhood  where  youth  ended;  by  his  side 
As  in  a  glist*nng  zodiac  hung  the  sword, 
Satan's  dire  dread,  and  in  his  hand  the  spear. 
Adam  bow'd  low  ;  he  kingly  from  his  stale 
Inclin'd  not,  but  his  coming  iVvu^  dtcV-^\* ^ *.       ^"^li^ 

^dam,  ifeav'n's  high  beViesi  tvo  ^xcW^  \sK5iASs»^ 
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Sufficient  (hal  \by  pray'n  are  heard,  ind  Dcidi, 

Then  due  by  seaicncc  when  thou  didii  tnntgrui, 

Dcfi:dTcd  dF  his  tciiuic  many  dayi 

Giv'ii  thcu  of  grace,  wherein  ihou  iniy'it  Kjtni, 

Aod  (iiic  bad  act  with  many  deedi  well  done 

May'ii  cover:  well  miy  then  thy  Uotitffcti'i 

Redeem  thee  quite  from  Death's  rapacioiu  clnni 

But  longer  in  ibii  Paradise  to  dwell 

Pcmiiu  not ;   to  remove  thee  I  am  come.      Hi 

And  lendihei:  from  the  garden  forth  lo  till 

I'he  ground  whence  thou  wau  taken,  Biter  uiil< 

He  added  not,  for  Adam  al  the  ncwi 
Heart-struck,  wiib  cbilliog  gripe  of  kufoh'  itwdi 
That  all  fail  lentea  bound ;  £.vc,  who  udkcii 
Yet  all  had  heard,  wllliaudiWe  hment 
Biscover'd  loon  the  pLcc  of  her  retire  : 

O  uneKpeclcd  stroke,  worse  than  of  death  ! 
Must  I  ilius  leave  thee,  Paradiie  ?  ihiw  Inic 
Thee,  native  soil,  these  happy  walks  and  thaii*. 
Fit  haunt  of  gods  ?  where  1  had  hope  to  sptiri, 
Q,:ir:i  iliuug'i  iiid,  ijic  ictpiic  ufihai  day  ^|1 

That  must  be  mortal  to  ui  bo(h>      O  flowcn, 
Tbat  never  will  in  other  climate  grow. 
My  eaily  vitilatioo,  and  my  last 
At  even,  which  I  bred  up  with  tender  bud 
From  the  Erst  opening  bud,  and  gave  ye  ntwe^ 
Who  now  shall  tear  ye  lo  (he  tun,  or  lank 
Your  tribes,  »nd  water  from  ih'  ambroiial  IiNntl? 
Thfc  lastly,  nupwai\yy(i*t,'ii'j  TOe»AiBTO'd      SU 
W'jih  what  to  iifiU  oi  »mt\\  ■«».  vi 
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shall  I  part,  and  vhitbcr  wander  down 
a  lower  world,  to  this  obscure 
wild  ?  how  shall  we  breathe  in  other  air 
pure,  accustom'd  to  immortal  fruits  ? 
/horn  thus  the  Angel  interrupted  mild  : 
ent  not,  £ve,  but  patiently  resign 
it  justly  thou  hast  lost ;  nor  set  thy  heart, 
s  over-fond,  on  that  which  is  not  thine ; 
going  is  not  lonely;  with  thee  goes  290 

husband  ;  him  to  follow  thou  art  bound  ; 
;re  he  abides,  think  there  thy  native  soil, 
dam  by  this  from  the  cold  sudden  damp 
>vering,  and  his  scatter'd  spi'rits  retumM  : 
Vlichael  thus  his  humble  words  address'd  : 
elestial,  whether  among  the  thrones,  or  nam'd 
hem  the  high'est,  for  such  of  shape  may  seem 
:e  above  princes,  gently  hast  thou  told 
message,  which  might  else  in  telling  wound, 
in  performing  end  us  ;  what  besides  300 

orrow  and  dejection  and^  despair 
frailty  can  sustain,  thy  tidings  bring, 
irture  from  this  happy  place,  our  sweet 
ss,  and  only  consolation  left  ' 
liar  to  our  eyes,  all  places' else 
spitable*  appear  and  desolate, 
knowing  us  nor  known :  and  if  by  prayV 
isant  I  could  hope  to  change  the  will 
im  who  aU  things  can,  I  will  not  cease 
i^eary  him  with  my  assiduous  cries :  310 

my'r  against  his  absoVmc  dtu^^ 
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0  mote  avail)  ihin  brr.uh  ogiinsi  the  wind, 
lown  iiifling  back  on  him  that  breathEs  it  foiihi 
'hrrefoK  to  hii  great  bidding  I  submit, 
rhii  moil  afflicii  me,  ibai  ikparLin^  licnce, 
Ks  from  hii  face  I  [ball  be  hid,  dcpciv'd 
His  hlcised  caunt'nance  ;   here  I  could  frequent 
With  worship  place  by  place  where  he  vouchsjf'i 
Pri:ieiice  divine,  and  lo  my  iUDS  rcUlc, 
On  tlii^  mount  he  appcat'tl,  under  thia  [ree     Hi 
Stood  visible,  amon^  these  pines  his  voice 
I  hrard,  beic  with  bim  at  ihil  fountain  talk'd  : 
So  many  gralefiil  allais  I  would  rear 
or  gtssiy  turf,  and  pile  up  every  stone 
e  from  the  brook,  in  memory. 


Or 


>  ages,  ! 


Offt-t  swecl-smclling  Ruins  and  fruils  and  Howm 
In  yonder  neihcr  world  where  diall  I  J^etk 
nil  bright  appcarsucei,  or  footstep  trace  f 
For  though  I  &ed  hiiti  angry,  yet  recall'd       t 
To  life  prolong'd  and  promis'd  race,  I  Dow 
Gladly  behold  though  hut  hii  utinott  tkiitt 
Of  glory,  and  far  off  his  steps  adore  :         , 

To  whom  thus  Michael  wiih  regard  benigl 
Adam,  thou  know'si  Heav'n  his,  and  all  the ' 
Not  this  rock  only'i  his  omnipresence  Glli 
Land,  sea,  and  air,  and  every  kind  that  lives. 
Fomented  by  his  virtual  pov'r  and  waim'd  : 
All  ih'  caiih  he  gave  thee  to  poucsi  and  li 
No  despicable  gift",  mivtuic  TOAt.lieti 
Hii  preiencc  »  the«  mito-h  \n».ti&.  <^ 


rok  XL  PARADISE   LOST.  l73 

f  Paradise  or  Eden :  this  had  been 
:rhaps  thy  capi'tal  scat,  from  whence  had  spread 
II  generations,  and  had  hither  come 
cm  all  the  ends  of  th'  earth,  to  celebrate 
nd  reverence  thee  their  great  Progenitor.' 
It  this  pre-eminence  thou  hast  icst,  brought  down 
3  dwell  on  even  ground  now  with  thy  sons : 
:t  doubt  not  but  in  valley  and  in  plain 
od  is  as  here,  and  will  be  found  alike  350 

csent,  and  of  his  presence  many  a  sign 
ill  following  thee,  still  compassing  thee  round 
7\\h  goodness  and  paternal  love,  his  face 
K press,  and  of  his  steps  the^track  divine, 
/'hich  that  thou  may'st  believe,  and  be  confirmed 
re  thou  from  hence  depart,  know  I  am  sent 
o  show  thee  what  shall  come  in  future  days 
0  thee  and  to  thy  offspring  ;  good  with  bad 
xpect  to  hear,  supehial  grace  contending 
/ith  sinfulness  of  man ;  thereby  to  learn  3G9 

rue  patience,  and  to  temper  joy  with  fear 
nd  pious  sorrow,  equally  inur'd 
/  moderation  either  state  to  bear, 
rosperous  or  adverse  :  so  shah  thou  lead 
ifest  thy  life,  and  best  prepared  endure 
hy  mortal  passage  when  it  comes.     Ascend 
his  hill ;  let  Eve  (for  I  have  drench'd  her  eyes) 
ere  sleep  below,  while  thou  to  foresight  wak'st ; 
s  once  thou  slept'st,  while  she  to  life  was  form'd. 
To  whom  thus  Adam  gratefully  rcply'd:    370 
scend,  1  follow  thcc,  siifc  ^xudtt^  ^^  "^^^ 
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In  the  vitioot  of  God :   It  was 

Of  Paradise  the  highest,  from  i 
The  hemiiphere  of  earth  in  clea 
Stretch'd  out  to  th'  amplest  rcac 
Nothigh'cr  than  hill  nor  wider 
Whereon  for  different  cause  (b( 
Out  second  Adam  in  the  wildc. 
To  ibew  him  ali  Earth's  liingdo 
Hii  eye  might  there  command  ^ 
City  of  old  or  modem  fame,  thi 
Of  mightiest  empire,  frpm  the  i 
Of  Cambalu,  seat  of  Catbaian  I 
Abd  Samarcliand  by  Oxus,  Ten 
To  Paquin  of  Sinxan  kings,  and 
To  Agra  and  Lahor  of  great  M 
Down  to  the  golden  Chenoness 
The  Persian  in  Ecbatan  sat,  or 
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nee,  from  Niger  flood  to  Atlas  mount 

ngdoms  of  Almansor,  Fez  and  Sus, 

:o  and  Algiers,  and  Trcmisen  ; 

rope  thence,  and  where  Rome  was  to  sway 

Drld:  in  spi'rit  perhaps  he  also  saw 

lexico,  the  seat  of  Montczumc, 

isco  in  Peru,  the  richer  scat 

ibalipa,  and  yet  unspoilM 

,  whose  great  city  Ger)'on  sons  410 

I  Dorado :   but  to  nobler  sights 

1  from  Adam's  eyes  the  film  remov'd, 

that  false  fruit  that  promised  clearer  sight 
ed ;  then  purg'd  with  euphrasy  and  rue 
sual  nerve,  for  he  had  much  to  see ; 
om  the  well  of  life  three  drops  instill'd. 
p  the  power  of  these  ingredients  pierc'd, 

the  inmost  seat  of  mental  sight, 
idam  now  enforced  to  close  his  eyes, 
own,  and  all  his  spl'rits  became  entranced  ; 
n  the  gentle  Angel  by  the  hand  421 

lisM,  and  his  attention  thus  rccall'd  : 
m,  now  ope  thine  eyes,  and  first  behold 
ects  which  thy  origi'nal  crime  hath  wrought 
e  to  spring  from  thee,  who  never  touched 
cepted  tree,  nor  with  the  snake  conspir'd, 
m*d  thy  sin,  yet  from  that  sin  derive 
>rion  to  bring  forth  more  violent  deeds* 
eyes  he  open'd,  and  beheld  a  field, 
ible  and  tilth,  whereon  were  sheaves     430 
^ap'd,  the  other  pan  &\\eei^-Hi'i!^%  -toiW^'^^N 

i>2 
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V  th^  muistaa  altar  as  the  land-mark  stood 
Rustic,  of  grassy  sord;  thiiher  anon 
A  sweaty  reaper  from  his  tillage  brought  * 
First  fruiu,  the  green  ear,  and  the  yellow  tHatd, 
Uncuird,  as  came  to  hand ;  a  shepherd  next 
More  meek  came  with  the  firstlii^  of  his  floc)^ 
Choicf  St  and  best ;  then  sacrificingi  laid 
1 'he  inwards  and  their  fit,  with  incense  strow'dt 
On  the  cleft  wood,  and  all  due  rights  perfona'd. 
His  offering  soon  propitious  $re  from  Heav'a  441 
Consum'd  with  nimble  glance,  and  grateful  stzean( 
The  other's  not,  for  his  was  not  sincere;         ' ' 
Whereat  he  inly  rag'd,  and  as  they  talk'd. 
Smote  him  into  the  midriff  with  a  stone 
That  beat  out  life;  he  fell,  and  deadly  pale 
Groan'd  out  his  soul  with  gqshing  blood  effus*d* 
Much  at  that  sight  was  Adam  in  bis  heart 
Dismay'd,  and  thus  in  haste  to  th'  Angel  cry'd: 

O  Teacher,  some  great  mischief  hath  befairn 
To  that  meek  man,  who  well  had  sacri^ic'd ;    451 
Is  piety  thus  and  pure  devotion  paid  ? 

T'  whom  Michael  thus,  he  also  mov'd,  rcply'd 
These  two  are  brethren,  Adam,  and  to  come 
Our  of  thy  loins  ;   th'  unjuit  tiie  just  hath  slain 
For  envy  that  hisbrothei*s  oScrinvr  found 
From  Ileav'n  acceptance  ;  but  the  bloodv  fact 
Will  be  aveng'd,  and  th*  other's  faith  approv'd 
Lose  no  reward,  though  h^-re  thou  see  him  die, 
JRoIling  in  dust  ?LT\d  ^o"^^*     To  which  our  Sire: 
Alas,  both  for  iVic  d-tt^ -a-tv^  ^^x  ^^  ^•sas^.X  \^^ 
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Rjt  hmc  1  now  seen  dcaLlif  ii  thii  tiievay 
1  inusi  itiutn  lo  native  in»  P  Oiigtit 
Ol  trrtfi,  foul  and  ugly  to  behold, 
Hoitiii  10  Mak,  bow  hordble  to  feci  1 
Tu  -u'hom  ilms  Michael  :  Deaih  (hou  hait  sccd 
III  hii  (Ittt  itiapc  Du  man  ;   but  raaoy  shapes 
Of  Dcjth,  and  many  arc  the  ■vayt  that  )i.id 
To  this  glim  can:,  ail  dismal ;  yel  lo  si-usi: 
Mcttc  terrible   at  th'  cnlrjocc  lh»n  i^illiit].        4"( 
Ssme,  as  ihou  law'st,  by  violent  atroke  ihjil  die, 
fiy  Sre,  Hood,  famine,  by  inlcmp'rancc  nic<ii: 
III  meats  juid  drinks,  which  ori  ihc  earth  shall  hrin; 
r)isc»ses  dire,  of  vhich  a  monslrovii  crew 
B>;fniT  thee  ihall  appear  ;   that  ihou  niay'st  know 
'^^'b^^  misery  th'  Inabiiinente  of  Eve 
Shnll  bring  on  mi^ii.      Immciliaiely  a  place 
Uefate  hh  eyes  appcai'd,  lad,  noisome,  dark, 
A  Ijiir-houje  it  seem'd,  wherein  were  l.iid 
NiHiibcr^  uf  all  diseat'd,  M  uiaUdici ;  481 

Of  ghsiily  spasm,  or  meking  tonurc,  qualms 
Of  heari-iick  agony,  nil  fcveroiw  kinds. 
Convulsions,  epilepiiei,  fierce  catarrhs, 
IntEitine  none  and  ulcer,  colic  pang), 
DemonidC  plin^niy,  taoapmg  melancholy. 
And  moon-iiruck  niadnesi,  pining  atrophy, 
Mam  mm,  and  widc'wasting  pestilence, 
Drapiiet,  and  asthmas,  and  joint-iaeking  rhciimSi 
Diie  Wat  the  ti>ssing,  deep  the  groani ;  Despair 
Tended  the  tick  busiest  from  couch  to  couch  ;  49( 
And  over  them  i/iatDphanl  DcuVi  \ii*  ^v 
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Shook,  but  dcby'd  tosiriki^,  ihaugh  ofl  invok'd 
With  vows,  as  [heir  chief  ^nod,  and  liniil  faofc. 
Pi!7;hl  io  dtfoMTi  whal  hwil  of  rock  could  lorig 
liry-cy'd  bthoU  ?  Adam  could  not,  bui  i«pi, 
Tbough  nal  of  woman  born  ;  compasiioD  ^ucll'd 
HU  best  uf  man,  and  giive  him  up  (a  lean 
A  tfiacF,  till  firmer  ihou^hu  rfsti«in'd  exccu ; 
i\v.A  tcarce  rf  coveting  wordi  hii  plaint  (cnewV: 

O  nilicrabU  Mankind,  to  what  fjll 
nt'graded,  lo  whst  wreichtd  stale  kmo 
.  Cctttr  end  here  unborn.      Why  is  liEe  givta   y 
To  bi  ibiis  wtesicd  from  ui  ?  rather  why 
Ofxrudcd  oo  UI  (bill  7  who,  if  we  knew 
What  'iKc  reccim,  viwld-either  not  afcept 
Life  olTer'd,  orin  '      '    " 

Glad  to  be  so  dlnnit.'d  .1.  pcjcc.      Cjinhiu       " 
I'h'  imsgc  of  God  in  man  created  once 
So  goodly  snd  erect,  though'  faulty  since,    . 
To  such  unsightly  sufferings  be  debas'd  SIS 

Unilur  inhuir-an  pains  7  Why  xhould  not  man. 
Retaining  siill  divine  similitude 
In  part,  from  such,  deformities  be  free. 
And  for  his  Maker's  image  uke  exempt  ? 

Their  Mdkei's  image,  an^wer'd  Michael,  tb«a 
Forsook  them,  when  themselves  they  vilify'd 
To  serve  ungovem'd  appetite,  and  took 
His  image  whom  ihcy  serv'd,  a  bniudiTke, 
Inductive  irtainly  to  the  sin  of  Eve. 
I'hercfore  so  a\)ie.cx.\\  vW«  ^iiaithmeiil,  iW 
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r  if  his  likeness,  by  ihciiisclves  dcfic'd, 
k  While  ihey  pervurt  pure  Nature'i  healthful  tul 
KiTo  loalhsome  sickness,  wotlhily,  since  ihcy 
V'  God's  image  did  not  reverence  in  tbein stives. 
T        I  yield  It  just,  said  Adam,  and  luUmii. 
I  Sui  is  [here  yd  no  nilier  way,  besides 
pTbesc  painful  past^ges,  how  vie  may  come 
o  death,  and  mix  with  our  connatutal  dusi  ? 

reii,s3idMichMl,irihouvrcll  observe  53 
Vhc  rule  of  not  toa  much,  by  [einp'ninci:  taught. 
i>  what  thou  eai'st  anddrink'kt,  liEekJagframtlieni 
e  nouii&hment,  not  glutuinous  debglit, 
1  many  years  over  thy  head  rtiiira  : 
may'il  thou  live,  till  like  ripe  fruit  thou  drop 
0  thy  moibci's  lap,  or  be  with  case 
!Salhcr*d,  nor  harshly  pluck'd,  for  death  mature  : 

lid  age  i  but  (henthou  ramt  outlive 
Chy  youth,  ihy  strength,  thy  beauty,  which  wi 
chanftc 
wiihci'd,  weak,  and  g*iy ;  thy  senses  ihcn  54 
tu$i:,  all  laste  of  pIcaiMre  must  fuiego 
what  thou  has  I ;  and  fur  the  aiiof  youth, 
nopeful  and  cheerful,  in  ihy  hlood  will  rcigu 
nelancboly  damp  of  cold  and  dry 
weigh  thy>pititi  down,  aud  lau  coiiiinc 
*Ihc  balm  of  life.     To  whom  our  ancestor  ; 

Hencufotth  I  fly  nui  death,  nor  would  pioloiig 
Life  mui-h,  bent  rather  how  I  may  be  quit 
Fairest  and  eaiic«  of  this  cumbrous  charge, 
WbUb  I  Biust  ki't^i  till  my  ap'^uied  i^^'^       V^ 
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Of  rendering  np,  and  patiently  attend 

My  dissolution.     Michael  reply'd :  * 

Nor  love  thy  lifei  nor  hate :  but  whit  thoaliv 
Live  well,  how  long  or  short  permit  to  Har'i: 
And  now  prepare  thee  €or  another  si^t* 

He  look'd,  and  taw  a  spacioua  plain,  whocoi 
Were  tents  of  various  hue ;  by  tome  were  beidi 
Of  cattle  grazing ;  others,  whence  the  sound 
Of  instruments  that  made  melodious  chime     hi 
Was  heard,  of  harp  andorg^n^  ^nd  whomor'd 
'Their  stops  and  chords  was  seen  ;  his  volant  tool 
Instinct  through  all  proportion  slow  and  high 
Fled  and  pursu'd  transverse  the  resonant  fiigue* 
In  other -part  stood  one  who  at  the  foige 
Lab'ring,  two  massy  clods  of  ir*on  and  brass 
Had  melted,  (whether  found  where  casual  fire 
Had  wasted  woods  on  mountain  or  in  vale, 
Down  to  the  veins  of  earth,  thence  gliding  hot 
To  some  cave's  mouth,    or  whether  washed 

stream 
From  under  ground)  the  liquid  ore  he  drain'd  5 
Into  fit  moulds  puparM  ;  from  which  he  form 
First  his   own    tools ;  then,  what  might  else 

wrought 
Fusil  or  grav'n  in  metal.      After  these, 
But  on  the  hither  side,  a  different  sort 
From  the  high  neighb'ring  hills,  which  was  tl 

seat, 
Down  to  the  plain  descended  :  by  tlicir  guise 
Just  men  they  sttxxv'  d^  «cv^  ^  ^^w  \\xA^  V^^ut 
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>  worship  God  aright,  and  know  bis  works 
5t  hid,  nor  those  things  last  which  might  preserve 
:edom  and  peace  to  men  :  they  on  the  plain  580 
•ng  had  not  walk'd,  when  from  the  tents  behold 
bevy  of  fair  women,  richly  gay 

gems  and  wanton  dress  ;  to  th'  harp  they  sung 

Ft  amorous  ditties,  and  in  dance  came  on  : 

ic  men,  though  grave,  ey'd  them,  and  let  their 

eyes 
)ve  without  rein,  till  in  the  amorous  net 
St  caught,  they  lik'd,  and  each  his  liking  chose  f 
id  now  of  love  they  treat,  till  th'  cv'ning  star, 
>ve*s  harbinger,  appeared ;  then  all  in  heat 
ley  light  the  nuptial  torch,  and  bid  invoke   590 
;mcn,  then  first  to  marriage  rites  invok'd : 
'ith  feast  and  music  all  the  tents  resound, 
ch  happy  interview  and  fair  event 
r  love  and  youth  not  lost,  songs,  garlands,  flowers, 
id  charming  symphonies  attached  the  heart 
:  Adam,  soon  incUn'd  to'  admit  delight, 
le  bent  of  Nature ;  which  he  thus  express'd : 
True  opener  of  mine  eyes,  prime  Angel  blest, 
ach  better  seems  this  vision,  and  more  hope 

peaceful  days  portends  than  those  two  past;  600 
lose  were  of  hate  and  death,  or  pain  much  worse, 
:re  Nature  seems  fulfill*d  in  all  her  ends. 
To  whom  thus  Michael  :  Judge  not  what  is  best 

pleasure,  though  to  Nature  seeming  meet, 
eatcd,  as  thou  art,  to  nobler  end 
)]y  and  pure,  conformiiy  dmu^« 
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Those  tents  tliou  saw'tt  so  pleasant,  were  the  t 
Of  u'ickednefts,  whefem  sluill  dwell  bis  race 
Who  slew  his  brother;  studious  they  appear 
Of  arts  that  polish  life,  inventors  rare^  i 

Unmindful  of  their  Maker,  thou^  His  ^mit 
Taught  them,  but  the}'  his  gifts  acknowledged ai 
Yet  they  a  beauteous  oS&pring  shall  beget ; 
For  that  fair  iemale  troop  thou  saw'st,  that  see 
Of  goddesses,  so  blithe,  so  smootbi  so  gay. 
Yet  empty  of  all  good,  wherein  consists 
"Woman's  domesdc  honor  and  chief  praise; 
Bred  only  and  completed  to  tbe  taste 
Of  lustful  appetence,  to  sing,  to  dance, 
To  dress,  and  troll  the^tongue,  and  roll  the  eyi 
To  these  that  sober  race  of  men,  whose  lives  ' 
Religious  titled  them  the  sons  of  God, 
Shall  yield  up  all.  their  virtue,  all  their  fame 
Ignobly,  to  the  trains  and  to  the  smiles 
Of  these  fair  atheists,  and  now  swim  in  joy, 
Ere  long  to  swim  at  large;  and  laugh,  for  whi 
I'hc  world  ere  long  a  world  of  tears  must  wee 

To  whom  thus  Adam  of  short  joy  bereft ; 
O  pity*  and  shame,  that  they,  who  to  live  wcl 
£nter*d  so  fair,  should  turn  aside  to  tread 
Paths  indirect,  or  in  the  mid-way  faint ! 
But  still  I  see  the  tenor  of  man's  woe 
Holds  on  the  same,  from  woman  to  begin. 

From  man*s  effeminate  slackness  it  hegins, 
Said  th*  Ange\,  vjVvo  ^VvowV^i  V>tu«  hold  his  pi 
By  wisdom  and  sw^enoT  %\^v^  xt^w*  ^\ 
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•w  prepjire  thee  for  another,  scene, 
look'd,  and  saw  wide  territory  spread 
him,  towns,  and  rural  works  between, 
of  men  with  lofty  gates  and  towers,         640 
urse  in  arms,  fierce  faces  threatening  war, 
of  mighty  bone,  and  bold  emprise  ; 
ield  their  arms,  part  curb  the  foauning  steed, 
or  in  array  of  battle  rang'd 
lorsc  and  foot,  nor  idly  mastering  stood; 
'ay  a  band  select  from  forage  drives 
d  of  beeves,  fair  oxen  and  fair  kine 
a  fat  meadow  ground ;  or  fleecy  flock, 
md  their  bleating  lambs,  over  the  plain, 
booty  ;  scarce  with  life  the  shepherds  fly, 
ill  in  aid,  which  makes  a  bloody  fray  :     651 
cruel  tournament  the  squadrons  join  ; 
t  cattle  pastur'd  late,  now  scattered  lies 
carcasses  and  arms  th*  insanguin'd  Held 
ed :  others  to  a  city  strong 
ege,  incamp'd ',  by  battery,  scale,  and  mine, 
Iting  ;  others  from  the  wall  defend 
dart  and  javelin,  stones  and  sulphurous  fire; 
ch  hand  slaughter  and  gigantic  deeds, 
er  part  the  sceptcr'd  heralds  call  660 

uncil  in  the  city  gates  :  anon 
headed  men  and  grave,  with  warriors  mix'd, 
ible,  and  harangues  are  heard^  but  soon 
tious  opposition,  till  at  last 
ddle  age  one  rising,  eminent 
c  depoTtf  spake  mucVi  oi  i\^\.  "wA.  n»\w^'^> 


uniKnamia  ine  urong:  eo  vioie 
Proceeded,  and  opprestion,  and  sv 
Through  aH  ihc  plain,  and  refuse 
Adam  was  all  in  icars,  and  lo  his  j 
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trons  of  mankind)  Gods,  and  sons  of  Godt, 
tstroyers  rlghtlier  calPd  and  plagues  of  men. 
lus  fame  shall  be  achiev'd,  renown  on  earth, 
id  what  most  merits  fame  in  silente  hid. 
t  he  the  sev'nth  from  thee,  whom  thou  beheldst 
le  only  righteous  in  a. world  perverse,  701 

id  therefore  hated,  therefore  so  beset 
'ith  foes  for  daring  single  to  be  just, 
id  utter  odious  truth,  that  God  would  come 
>  judge  them  with  his  Saints :  him  the  Most  High 
ipt  in  a  balmy  cloud,  with  winged  steeds 
id,  as  thou  saw'st,  receive,  to  walk  with  God 
igh  in  salvation  and  the  climes  of  bliss, 
Kempt  from  death ;  to  show  thee  what  reward 
waits  the  good,  the  rest  what  punishment ;    710 
^hich  now  direct  thine  eyes  and  soon  behold. 
He  look*d,   and  saw  the  face  of  things  quite 

chang'd : 
36  brazen  throat  of  war  had  ceasM  to  roar ; 
II  now  was  tum'd  to  jollity  and  game, 
3  luxury  and  riot,  feast  and  dance, 
arrying  or  prostituting,  as  bcfci, 
ipe  or  adultery,  where  passing  fair 
llur'd  them  ;  thence  from  cups  to  civil  broils, 
t  length  a  reverend  sire  among  them  camCi 
nd  of  their  doings  great  dislike  declared,         7jS0 
nd  testify M  againn  their  ways ;  he  oft 
equenced  their  assemblies,  whereso  met, 
riumphs  or  festivals,  and  to  them  preach'd 
:)nversion  and  repentance,  ^&\o  ^<d>A\ 

MII2  0.V.       VOL.  II  •  ^ 
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r  all  thy  oflspring,  end  so  sad, 
on  ?  thee  another  flood, 
id  sorrow'  a  flood  thee  also  drown'd, 
thee  as  thy  sops;  till  gently  rear*d 
;el,  on  thy  feet  thou  stood'st  at  last, 
*mfortless,  as  when  a  father  mourns  76.0 
n,  all  in  view  destroy'd  at  once ; 
to  th*  ;A.ngel  utierMst  thus  thy  plaint: 
ns  ill  fpreseen  1  better  had  I 
rant  of  future,  so  had  borne 
f  evil  cinly,  each  day's  lot 
bear ;  those  now,  that  were  diipcm^d 
a  of  many  ages,  pn  me  light 
>y  my  foreknowledge  gaining  birth 
to  torment  m€  ere  their  being, 
ight  that  they  must  be.  Let  no  man  letk 
ii  to  be  foretold  what  shall  befal      771 
8  children ;  evil  he  may  be  sure, 
ither  his  foreknowing  can  prevent, 
le  future  evil  shall  no  less 
:nsion  than  in  substance  feel 
to  bear :  but  that  care  now  is  past, 
t  whom  to  warn  :  those  few  escap'd, 
d  anguish  will  at  last  consume 
I  that  wat*ry  desert :  I  had  hope 
ilence  was  ceas'd,  and  war  on  earth,  780 
I  have  then  gone  well,  peace  would  have 
n'd 

;th  of  happy  days  the  race  of  man  i 
£ds  deceived  \  Cotivon)  \  %itti 


Peue  IS  unnpt  oo  lew  ilMr  «i 
Hmv  nmiei  it  Ibn  ?  unloM,C!ll 
And  whcdm  here  Ae  latc  «f  ■ 
To  wbdK  thu  Ifkbel  t  Tku 
la  tnapph-Hidlt 


And  gKK  exphaU,  bat  of  me  1 
Wbo  tiering  ^t  anA  Uwii,m 
SvbdaingmtiM*,  ntd  Mfaiev'4  I 
Fme  b  the  woM,  h^  litle^i 

.  Ki«llchMSetUbirc<Mirt«H»flcM 
aMeiit,'H^  hut,  all  wdHOoaeri 
Kmc  opt  of  Wtniihiy  hawih  J 
The  oiaJBetM  abv,  aadaiitw'd 

"Shell  with  iheit  DraeilmB  lott  el 
And  few  of  God,  froa  whotn, 
lo'  thirp  conteit  of  battle  fbuod 
Against  invaders;  theiefore  cm 
Tlicncefonh  ibaU  practiie  bow 
Worldly  or  diuolutc,  on  what  1 
Shall  leave  them  to  ■njay  j  for 
More  thin  enough,  that  temp'r 
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The  paths  of  nghteoosntss,  how  much  more  safe 
And  full  of  peace,  denouncing  wrath  to  come 
On  their  impenitence  ;  and  shall  return 
Of  them  derided,  but  of  God  observ'd 
The  one  just  man  alive  ;  by  his  command 
Shall  build  a  wondrous  ark,  as  thou  beheldst, 
To  save  himself  and  household  from  amidst     820 
A  world  devote  to  universal  wrack. 
No  sooner  he  with  them  of  man  and  beast 
Select  for  life  shall  in  the  ark  be  lodgM» 
And  sheltered  round,  but  all  the  cataracts 
Of  Heav*n  set  open  on  the  earth  shall  pour 
Rain  day  and  night ;  all  fountains  of  the  deep 
Broke  up,  shall  heiive  the  ocean  to  usurp 
Beyond  all  bounds,  till  inundation  rise 
Above  the  highest  hills  ;  then  shall  this  mount 
Of  Paradise  by  might  of  waves  be  mov'd         830 
Out  of  his  place,  pu&h*d  by  the  homed  flood 
With  all  his  verdure  spoil'd,  and  trees  adrift, 
Down  the  great  river  to  the  opening  gulph, 
And  there  take  root  an  island  salt  and  bare. 
The  haunt  of  seals,  and  ores,  and  se^-mews  clang : 
To  teach  thee  that  God  attributes  to  place 
No  sanctity,  if  none  be  thither  brought 
hy  men  who  there  frequent,  or  therein  dwell. 
And  now  what  further  shall  ensue,  behold. 

He  look'd,  and  saw  the  ark  bull  on  the  flood, 84  0 
Which  now  abated ;  for  the  clouds  were  fled, 
Driven  by  a  keen  north-wind,  that  blowing  dry 
Wrinkled  the  ^ce  of  Deluge,  as  decay'd  \ 


d  ibc  cinr  nm  en  W  4rtk~«4nyitbw 
u'dbot,  indefibe  •«*«»*' Wige>]r4rm  ' 
I  aficT  thint,  which  Mfc  ihdr  lnwtogihtid; 
I  From  tuixtiiig  hhe  U  tnf^Hg  clA,  thM  mA 
[  Willi  lolt  Com  K^toA  llie  Dcop,  'lAm  nmr  hd 
'   Hi<ilDke«,MdieHM#bUl«MoinAat.  fnpi 
The  ult  ne  moie  mv  ItM^  tal  aMnt  oa  gionJ 
fast  on  (he  top  of  MM  Hg^  tli*MHfa  Wd.  SSI 
And  lowlbe  wptrfhaiiM  itdMip^oT] 
Wiih  cUmor  thcDK  dK  Apid  tihgWi  driw 
Tow'irdi  the  iwwtihn  ta  their  finioai  4dC| 
Fonbwi^  IroM  oni  the  wt  ■  •mn.Kk^ ' 
And  efier  fatal,  the  mm  mimi^tr. 
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TtiF  :iecflnd  thne  Rtoma^  in  Itn'bill 
An  dive  leif  he  briogi,  pMificnga.l  .80 

Anon  dry  grooDd  tppearti  ud  fma  bii  ttk 
The  BQciem  lirc  <1«cendi  with  ill  hit  una; 
Thcr  with  uplifted  band*,  md  cyei  devaat, 
Graicful  to  Heiv'n,  srer  hi*  he>d  behold) 
A  dewy  cloud,  and  i&  the  cloud  a  bow 
ConspieuDui  with  three  lilted  color*  gay, 
Jtcto^entng  peace  from  God,  and  txnimM  new. 
Whereat  the  hnn  of  Ad*in,  ent  k>  nd, 
Greatly  rejoic'd,  and  ihui  bit  joy  broke  fixth : 

O  ibou  who  future  thingi  camt  leprctent    81 
As  pfesent,  heav'nly  Imtructor,  I  revive 
At  this  lul  tight,  asiur'd  that  man  thall  live 
With  all  the  ctcit«t^»i>4iiwit»A'%w»M«o, 
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far  less  I  now  Ument  ibr  one  whole  world 
Of  wicked  sons  destroy *d,  than  I  rejoice 
J^or  one  man  found  so  perfect  and  so  just, 
That  God  voucIisaScs  to  raise  another  world 
From  him,  and  all  his  anger  to  forget. 
But  say,  what  mean  those  color*d  streaks  in  Heaven 
Distended  as  the  hrow  of  God  appeas*d,  88C 

Or  serve  they  as  a  flow'ry  verge  to  bind 
The  fluid  skirts  of  th^t  same  wat'ry  cloqd, 
Lest  it  again  dissolve  and  sl)Ow'r  the  earth  ? 

To  whom   th'  Arch*angel :  Dext'rously  thoi 
So  willingly  doth  Gqd  remit  his  ire,  [aim'st 

Though  late  repenting  him  of  man  depravM, 
GrievM  at  his  heart  when  looking  down  he  saw 
The  whole  earth  filPd  with  violence,  and  all  ilesl 
Corrupting  each  their  way;  yet  those  remov*d, 
Such  grace  shall  one  just  man  find  in  his  sight,  89< 
That  he  relents,  not  to  blot  out  mankind, 
And  makes  a  covenant  never  to  destroy 
The  Earth  ag^in  by  flood,  nor  let  the  sea 
Surpass  his  bounds,  nor  rain  to  drown  the  world 
With  man  therein  or  heast ;  but  when  he  brings 
OvtT  the  Earth  a  cloud,  will  therein  set 
His  triple-color'd  bow,  whereon  to  look, 
And  call  to  mind  his  covenant :  day  and  night, 
See(l-time  and  harvest,  heat  and  hoary  frost      89 
Shall  hold  their  course,  till  fire  porgp  all  things  nev 
3oth  Heav'nand  Earth,  wherein  the  just  shall  dwel 

.     TAe  End  ^  lA<  £{cpaUK  a«^V^ 
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till  h&  Ki«nd  iN»afii[.    AJa^^uil;  niii&cd  and  '»™- 

Mkhul  i  wikcnt  Eve,  wbo  ill  Ihli  while  had  ^ept,  bu<  <>Di 

t^cbKl  in  either  hnd  leacn'oifoi  on  of  FuuKw,  ite  lien 
•wMd  viiig^  brblul  ihem,  mid  ihe  cbcfubim  ukiuf  Uxi' 
Btidou  to  guard  ibe  pliici.% 

JLi  one  who  in  hji  jouTDcy  balei  (t  booh, 
Thougb  bent  on  tpeed ;  to  iicic  th'  AwHmx^ 

Bctu'ixt  the  world  dwroy'd  and  worU  tcttor'cb 
If  Adam  lugbt  perhifii  might  ioierpoMi 

Thus  tfaou  hast  Kcn  ooe  world  begin  and  cod  i 
And  man  u  from  a  aecond  itock  proceed. 
Much  ibou  bast  yet  to  lee,  but  I  perceive 
Thy  mortal  sight  to  fail ;   object!  divine 
Muit  needs  impair  and  weary  hum<ui  sente:      ID 
Henceforth  what  ia  to  cooie  I  will  relate, 
Thou  therefore  give  due  audience,  and  attend. 
Tbii  second  source  of  mcni  while  yet  but  few. 
And  while  the  dit«&<^V^Vti^\*>)^^*=B>^ 
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Fresh  in  their  minds,  fearing  the  Deity, 
With  some  regard  to  what  is  just  and  right 
Shall  lead  their  lives,  and  multiply  apace, 
LabVing  the  soil,  and  reaping  plenteous  crop. 
Com,  wine,  and  oif ;  and  finom  the  herd  or  flock 
Oft  sacrificing  bullock,  lamb,  or  kid,  20 

With  large  wine<«fferings  poured,  and  sacred  feast. 
Shall  spend  their  days  in  joy  nnblam'd,  and  dwell 
Long  time  in  peace,  by  families  and  tribes, 
Under  paternal  rule  ;  till  one  shall  rise 
Of  proud  ambitious  heart,  who»  not  content 
With  hin  equality,  fraternal  state, 
Will  arrogate  dominion  undeserved 
Over  his  brethren,  and  quite  dispossess 
Concord  and  law  of  nature  from  the  earth, 
Hunting  (and  men,  not  beasts,  shall  be  his  game)  30 
With  war  and  hostile  snare  such  as  refuse 
Subjection  to  his  empire  tyrannous :  ■ 
A  mighty  Hunter  thence  he  shall  be  styPd 
Before  the  Lord,  as  in  despite  of  Heav'n, 
Or  from  Heav'n  claiming  second  sovranty } 
And  from  rebellion>i)all  derive  his -name. 
Though  of  rebellion  others  he  accuse- 
He  with  a  crew,  whom  like  ambirion  joins 
With  him  or  under  him  to  tjrrannize. 
Marching  from  Eden  towa*rds  the  west,  shall  find 
The  plain,  wherein  a  black  bituminous  gurge     4 1 
Boils  out  from  under  ground,  the  mouth  of  Hell  ; 
Of  brick,  and  of  that  stuff  they  ca&\  to  W\\^ 
A  city'  and  tower,  whose  top  ma.^it^K^cix.^VwR.'^'^'^ 
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And  get  thcnistTet unaw^-kitfiir dii|dM  - 
In  foreign  UiAtWr  mmurfH^kmj   *-  •  v' 
Regardkfa  wkrt]Nir:geQi  oti^tmtt*    ^:  ' 
But  Goa»  who  eftitetcffiJi  id  vnitam  '.  \  : .' 
Unieeni  uiltiMouiPk  tiwir  bifcjMidM^frib   - 
To  mark  their  Mtfh  At«.  fctteMJug  mtmj  -  M 
Comcadowntofct  ibeirck]r^>teiilkBt0Mf  ^''■' 
OlMtnict  Hc«f*«kflMMfSy  vA  m  4niMi«l» ' ' - 
Upon  their  tonguct  a  variouft  •pi'ni  Mtae  ^ 
Quite  out  their  oMtivt  langBug^  and  iMMA 
To sovr  a  jiMigUag  noiM  cf  ^Mfrte 'wflbMHRl' 
Forthwith  a  hideow fdMe  nfea  ImA  •  t  r.1  ';> 
Among  ihebuildkv)  tmdiiwmhtttaM^  " 
Not  understood*  till  hoarae»  and  all  in  cagey 
As  mockM  they  storm ;  great  laughter  waa  in  Hcp' 
And  looking  down,  to  see  the  hubbub  strange  £ 
And  hear  the  din ;  thus  was  the  building  left 
Ridiculous,  and  the  work  Confusion  nam'd* 
Whereto  thus  Adam  fatherly  displeas'd : 
O  execrable  son  so  to  aspire 
Above  his  brethren,  to  himself  assuming 
Authority  u$urp*d,  from  God  not  given : 
He  gave  us  only  over  beast,  fish,  fowl. 
Dominion  absolute ;  that  right  we  hold 
hy  his  donation  ;  but  man  over  men 
He  made  not  lord  ;  sueh  title  to  himself  ' 

Reserving,  human  left  from  human  firee* 
But  this  usurper  bis  encroachmeot  proud 
iSfays  not  on  tnaiv  \  to  0<A\v\%  vjNj't  intends 
Skge  and  de^wcc  -,  vrit\^>«.^  Tom\  ^\a^V*ik 


Book  XII.  PARADISE    LOST.  195 

^^^iil  he  convey  up  thither  to  sustain 
Himself  and  his  rash  irmy,  where  thin  air 
Above  the  clouds  will  pine  his  entrails-  gross. 
And  famish  him  of  breath,  if  not  of  bread  P 

To  whom  thus  Michael :  Justly  thou  abhorr'st 
That  son,  who  on  the  quiet  sute  of  man  80 

Such  trouble  brought,  afiecting  to  subdue 
Rational  liberty ;  yet  knpw  withal, 
Since  thy  origi'nal  lapse,  true  liberty 
Is  lost,  which  always  with  right  reason  dwells 
Twinn*d,  and  from  her  hath  no  diyidnal  being : 
Reason  in  man  obscivr'd,  or  not  obey'd. 
Immediately  inordinate  desires 
And  upstart  passions  catch  the  government 
From  reason,  and  to  servitude  reduce 
Man  till  then  free.  Therefore  since  he  permits  90 
Within  himself  unworthy  powers  to  reign 
Over  free  reason,  God  in  judgment  just 
Subjects  him  from  without  to  violent  lords ; 
Who  oft  as  undeservedly  inthral 
His  outward  fireedom ;  tyranny  must  be, 
Though  to  the  tyrant  thereby  no  excuse. 
Yet  sometimes  nations  will  decline  so  low 
From  virtue,  which  is  reason,  that  no  wrong, 
But  justice,  and  some  £ital  curse  annex'd 
Deprives  them  of  their  outward  liberty,  10§ 

Their  inward  lost :  witness  th'  irreverent  son 
Of  him  who  built  the  »rk,  who  for  the  shame 
Done  to  hb  Ether,  heard  this  heavy  cuxse^ 
SiTvoMt  of  tervoMtt^  on  hu  Vvciam&ivx. 
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riius  ^llthb  latttivii  Ae  faoflMBr  mrid. 

Still  tend  firom  bal  M  vona^  till  God  ai  Itit 

Wetiied  %mk  their  nifotMs*  inMnv 

HU  prcfcnce  bom  OMMiigibMy  «id  licit 

Hm  UMy  eytt}  niDbi^g  fcoAi  thcMcfimh 

To  leave  them  10  dwir  ovft  poUaiod  «b|»|  :U0 

And  one  peculiar  aaiioB  tojvlott 

From  i^ll  the  ieat».of  i^mmi-  to  be.iavok'4 

A  nation  from  ooe  Ulifid  mift  to  tpnaf  i 

Him  on  this  iide,£aplKittt  fet  wiidi<i§i  . 

Bred  up  in  idol-irankip  |  O  tint  wKUk 

(Canst thou  bdteire ?)  ihonld be aoatiqiid fOTBi 

Wliileyet  theFMiiaichli«M»«fcoac^4tfatiood, 

As  to  forsake  the  Wvo%  God,  mid  fidt  ' 

To  worship  thtlr  own  wori^  in  wood  mid  Mmb 

For  Gods!  yet  him  God  the  Most  High  vouchofes 

To  call  by  vision  from  hit  dther*!  bouae,        121 

His  kindred  and  &lae  godly  into  a  land 

Which  he  will  shew  him,  and  from  bim  will  niie 

A  mighty  nation,  and  upon  him  thow^ 

His  benediction  so,  that  in  his  seed 

All  nations  shall  be  blest;  he  stndt -obeys. 

Not  knowing  to  what  land,  yet  firm  believes: 

I  sec  bim,  but  thou  canst  not,  with  what  faith 

He  leaves  his  gods,  his  friends,  and  native  soil, 

Ur  of  Chaldxa,  passing  now  the  ford  13 

To  Haran,  after  him  a  cumbrous  train 

Of  herds  and  ilocVx,  and  numerous  servitude ; 

Not  wand' ring  ]^t,  \)MX.  w>»Vffl%^  Vvi  wealtk 

With  Qod,  vrho  tiiVd\nm/ia^\»jLXj^M«w 
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Canaan  he  now  attains;  I  see  his  tents 
Pitch'd  about  Sechem,  and  the  neighbVing  plain 
Of  Moreh  ;  there  by  promise  he  received 
Gift  to  his  progeny  of  all  that  land. 
From  Hamath  northward  to  the  desert  south, 
(Things  by  their  names  I  call,  though  yet  unnamM 
From  Hermon  east  to  the  great  western  sea  ;    1 4  J 
Mount  Hermon,  yonder  sea,  each  place  behold 
In  prospect,  as  I  point  them  ;  on  the  shore 
Mount  Carmel ;  here  the  double-founted  stream 
Jordan,  true  limit  eastward ;  but  iiis  sons 
Shall  dwell  to  Senir,  that  long  ridge  of  hills. 
This  ponder,  that  all  nations  of  the  earth 
Shall  in  his  seed  be  blessed ;  by  that  seed  • 
Is  meant  thy  great  deliverer,  who  shall  bruise 
The  serpent's  head ;  whereof  to  thee  anon       1  5(j 
Plainlier  shall  be  reveai'd.     This  patriarch  blest, 
Whom  faithful  Abraham  due  time  shall  call, 
A  son,  and  of  his  son  a  grand-child  leaves, 
Like  him  in  faith,  in  wisdom  and  renown ; 
The  grand-child  with  twelve  sons  increased  depart! 
From  Canaan,  to  a  land  hereafter  call'd 
Egypt,  divided  by  the  river  Nile ; 
See  where  it  flows,  disgorgtng  at  sev'n  mouths 
Into  the  sea :  to  sojourn  in  that  land 
He  comes  invited  by  a  younger  soo  160 

la  time  of  dearth,  a  son  whose  worthy  deed^ 
Raise  him  to  be  the  second  in  that  realm 
Of  Pharaoh  :  there  he  dies,  and  Vtvic\  Viv%  t^<^ 
Crowing  into  9  ziatioD»  and  now  pv9iu 
vol.,  IJ»  m 
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Suspected  » t  M^MM  li^  1A0  Mtla 
To  stop  their  mtuywds  rfl'iiatoiefaeM 
Tooniuneiow}  ^thoBKiif  IteMlM  auleidRB 

•l8vet  ^  ■ 

Inhofpitabl/,  Mdldli  iMthl^^mami^   - 
Till  by  two  ^nifaCB  flbiM  t#»  bMttah  o3l 
Mosei  and  AtfOD)  M*  ffM  60a  «>  dna    17C| 
Hit  people  iron  isriHMlnM^'Aef.fctani 
With  ^oiy* and  apothftck l^titeif  fWHin^ 
But  first  the  hrtrlHiiynttl^  M»  drtiet 
Toknowtheirr«Odi,«lr«Ma^<tOf^affd»     ' 
Must  be  compelM  by  tUpn  arf jw^gmrtwt  dhei 
To  blood  ■nshwl  <hg  rffW  «BiHiie>t«nrtl<  - 
Frogs,  ]tGei«iidffiei»flnil'dl4iiipalMefil 
With  loathM  tntrvsion»  and  fill  the  land  ; 
Hb  cattle  mutt  of  rot  and  murren  die  ; 
Botches  and  blains  must  all  his  flesh  imboit,   180 
And  all  his  people ;  thunder  mixM  with  hail* 
Hail  mix'd  withfire»  nrait  tend  th*  Egyptian  sky» . 
And  wheel  on  di*  earth,  devouring'whefc  it  follsi 
What  it  devours  not,  herb,  or  fratt,  'Or  grain, 
A  darksome  cloud  of  locusts  swarming  down 
Must  eat,  and  on  the  ground  leave  nothing  greea  i 
Darkness  must  ovenhadow  all  his  bounds, 
Palpable  darkness,  and  blot  out  three  days  ; 
Last  with  one  midnight  stroke  all  the  first-bora 
Of  figypt  must  lie  dead.  Thus  with  ten  wounds 
The  riveT'dra^^  xam*d  «iVsn^h  submita         191 
To  kt  his  so^outnci*  de^wv^  vc^^^Kx. 
Humbles  hi  a  stubborn  \itm^\s«».^^W>w. 
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More  ba.den'd  afier  t!uw,  till  in  bU  Hge 
Pursuing  vboin  he  laie  diuniis'd,  ihe  tea 
Swallowi  him  with  his  boU,  but  (hem  Ids  past 
Ai  on  dry  Urd  between  two  ciystal  walls 
Aw'd  by  the  rod  of  Mom  to  to  iiind 
Divided,  till  hit  reicu'd  gaiD  their  ihore  i 
Such  wondrous  power  God  to  his  Saint  will  lend. 
Though  piesenl  in  bit  Angel,  who  shall  go     201 
Before  theio  in  a  cloud,  and  pill'ar  of  lire. 
By  day  a  cloud,  by  nigfat  a  pill'at  of  fire. 
To  guide  ibem  in  tbcir  joumey,  and  remoie 
Behmd  them,  while  th'  obdurate  king  pursues: 
All  night  he  will  pumie,  btil  hit  approach 
Darkneii  defends  between  till  morning  waich; 
Then  through  the  fiery  pillar  and  the  cloud 
God  looking  forth  will  trouble  all  bit  host, 
And  craze  their  chariot  vbeeli:  wbco  by  ci 
Motes  once  more  his  potent  rod  extendi 
Over  the  tea;  the  tea  bit  rod  obcyt; 
On  their  embattled  ranks  the  waves  (ctum, 
And  overwhelm  their  war:  ibe  race  elect 
Safe  towards  Canaan  from  the  ibotc  advance 
Through  the  wild  desert,  not  the  readiest  w^; 
Lest  entering  on  the  Canaanite  alarm'd 
War  terrify  them  iaexpert,  and  fear 
Return  them  back  to  Egypt,  choosing  rather 
Ingloriout  life  with  servitude;  for  life 
To  noble  and  igimhle  is  more  sweet 
Umrain'd  in  arms,. where  rikbiKu  \c&^ -w^ 
This  alio  tbM  tfiey  gain  \>y  i^^t  &^-; 
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In  the  wide  wildemeiii  thtxt  thef  thill  feimd 
Their  goverAment,  and'di^  gpoc  lOMe  chooie 
T hrmi^  the  twelve  Tribei,  lo  rale ly  IvMondbua^ 
God  from  die  nioant  of  SkKtA^  wlme  gny.top 
Shall  tremble^  he  dctoendtngi  wilthiiiii^lf  ' 
In  thunder,  lightnini^  and  lead  tnimpet't  weuaBt 
Ordam  them  Uwi;  ptft  Mieh  m  appettaiii       SM 
To  civil  jnitioe,  part  ieli|^oqft  riiee 
Of  sacnficei  mfonnlii^  tiMiiB,  hf  tjpea 
And  shadowiy  df  that  dettSa'dieiid  to  bmne 
The  seffeaii  hf  whtt  meaaalw  shall  achieve 
Mankind^  deliveraiice*  --Bat  ^  voice  of  God. 
To  mortal  ^v^ti  ditladfiili  tfM(^:beteeeh  - 
That  Motet  might  report  id  than  lA-wiliy 
And  terror  cease ;  he  grant!  what  they  bnonghtf 
Instructed  that  to  God  is  no  access 
Without  mediator,  whose  high  oflice  now  ~    240 
Moses  in  figure  tiears,  to  intiodiice 
One  greater,  of  whose  day  he  shall  foretelt 
And  atl  the*  prophets  in  their  age  the  times 
Of  great  Messi'ah  shall  sing. .  Thus  laws  and  rites 
Establish'd,  such  delight  hath  God  in  men 
Obedient  to  his  will,  that  he  vouchsafes 
Among  them  to  set  up  his  tabernacle^ 
The  holy  One  with  mortal  men  to  dwell : 
By  his  prescript  a  sanctuary  is  fram'd 
fltfwkr^verlaid  with  gold,  therein  250 

^xW-^i*^^^^  tV\e  "wVYoiiXRstamonY, 


briglii  cherabiini  bcfoie  him  bum 
unps  at  ia  aioditc  leprcieniing 
^av'nly  Emi  over  the  tent  a  cloud 
mt  by  day,  a  fiery  glum  by  nigbt, 
■hcD  tbey  journty,  and  it  Icogtb  tbey  come 
jcted  by  his  Aagcl  to  the  land   . 
lii'd  to  Abraham  and  bit  eeed:  the  rest    SGO 
e  long  to  tell,  how  miny  battlei  Ibughi, 
'  many  kings  deiiroy'd,  and  lungdomt  won, 
how  the  sun  shall  ia  mid  Heav'n  Hand  siill 
lay  entire,  and  nighi'a  due  course  adjoiitn, 
n's  voice  commandiag.  Sun  in  Gibeon  ttiuid, 
id  thou  Moon  !n  ibe  vale  of  Aialon, 
11  Israel  overcome;  so  call  the  third 
om  Abrahata,  son  of  Isaac,  and  from  him 
ii  whole  descent,  who  thus  sball  Canaan  win. 
Here  Adam inlcTpos'd ;  Oientfrom  Heav'n,  270 
ilight'ner  of  my  darluKis,  giacioui  thingi 
bou  hast  reveal'd,  iboie  chiefly  which  coaccrn 
itt  Abraham  and  his  leed:  now  tint  I  find 
'.iat  eyei  Irtie  ^Koing,  and  my  bearl  much  eas'd, 
tewhlle  perplCx'd  with  tbou^it  what  would  be- 

f  me  and  all  nuakiod;  but  iww  I  «ee 

is  day,  in  whom  all  Dailont  ihall  be  blest, 

Ivor  unmerited  by  me,  who  sought 

srbidden  knowlet^  by  forbidden  means. 

his  yet  I  apprehend  not,  why  to  those  '/, :    i^Q 

.mttig  whom  God  will  deign  to  dwell  ^n  earth  .. 

3  nanf  aiid  to  vuiou*  1vh»  ue  |^«i(      '  -  -■''' 
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So  mtiiy  kiiri  tfgpe  Mf  rnavf  MM 

Among tbem;  bovoii-GodiridbjadifltiMe?' 

TowlwmllNiiMidneli  OMAttnoibalilMtSb 
Will  ftign  liMom  dwem;  ai  aff  liwe  %qgtt|     - 
Am  thftfciMV  w  fanf  ^tfrtt  fMV  tp  cviiltc 
Their  natufil  fnvitTi  1^  HiAJag  iqi    ' 
Sin  agauim  li«f  le^lgfett  i^Nic  #lidfr  tfccf  16^ 
Law  can4iieoverim,lMtiiotinBaimb  *        190 
Save  by  thorie  ibadowy  CftpiMidw  "mJ^ 
The  blood  of  biills  and  gottii  tkty  aaf  coadMs 
Some  blood  mofe^preekmi  MM  be  paid  ftt«iB| 
Juufori«^|ai^tliub<iicbf|g|y<MBKaft  " 
To  them  by  ikk  impomd,  wf  may  fiai 
Justification  lonyatdi  (Sod*  and  peatife 
Of  conscience,'  which  the  law  by  cefemoasei 
Cannot  \ippease,  nor  man  the  moial  part 
Perform,  and  not  performing  cannot  live* 
So  law  appears  imperfect,  and  bat  ^veb  dOt 

With  purpose  to  resign  them  in  fall  time 
Up  to  a  better  covenant,  disciplin*d 
From  shadowy  types  to  truth,  ^pm  flesh  to  s^rit. 
From  imposition  of  strict  laws  to  free 
Acceptance  of  large  grace,  from  servile  lesir 
To  filial,  works  of  law  to  works  of  faith. 
And  therefore  shall  not  Moses,  though  of  God 
Highly  belbiTd,  being  but  the  minister 
Of  law,  his  people  into  Canaan  lead ; 
But  Joshua,  whom  the  Gentiles  Jesus  call,      31Q 
His  name  and  o&ce  Ve«nA%k  nsVq  ^raS\  ^^U 
Tic  advenary  t^r^cnx^  vA\mto%\si»2». 
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Through  th(i  world's  wilderness  long  wander'd  ma 
Safe  to  eternal  paradise  •£  rest. 
Mean  while  they  in  their  earthly  Canaan  plac'd 
Long  time  shall  dwell  and  prosper,  hut  when  sin: 
National  interrupt  their  public  peace. 
Provoking  God  to  raise  them  enemies ; 
From  whom  as  oft  he  saves  them  penitent 
By  judges  first,  then  under  kings;  of  whom     321 
The  second,  both  for  piety  renown'd 
And  puissant  deeds,  a  promise  shall  receive 
Irrevocable,  that  his  regal  throne 
For  ever  shall  endure ;  the  like  shall  sing 
All  prophesy,  that  of  the  royal  stock 
Of  David  (so  I  name  this  kii)g]  shall  rise 
A  son,  the  woman's  seed  to  thee  foretold, 
Foretold  to  Abraham,  as  in  whom  shall  trust 
All  nations,  and  to  kings  foretold,  of  kings 
The  last,  for  of  his  reign  shall  be  no  end.       dSi 
But  first  a  long  succession  must  ensue, 
And  his  next  son,  for  wealth  and  wisdom  fam'd, 
The  clouded  ark  of  God,  till  then  in  tents  . 
Wand'ring,  shall  in  a  glorious  temple'  inshrine. 
Such  follow  him  as  shall  be  register'd, 
Fart  good,  part  bad,  of  bad  the  longer  scroll, 
Whose  foul  idolatries,  and  other  faults 
Heap'd  to  the  popular  sum,  will  so  incense 
God,  as  to  leave  them,  and  expose  their  land, 
Their  city',  his  temple,  and  his  holy  9rk         34C 
With  all  his  sacred  things,  a  scorn  and  ^re^ 

TVi  t}at  nrttttA  tf*t*v    «aflt«\&*  WnW  ^m^\«.  ^cv^:^  %nN^ "" 
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Left  in  copfuiiop,  Balbykm  dttnce  call'd* 
There  in  captivity  he  leti  then  dvell 
Tbe  space  of  Kv'nty  yean,  dusnbringi  theabd* 
Remembering  netcy,  and  hia  cotenam  avooi 
To  David,  stablishM  at  the  dayg  at  Heaf*a« 
Return'd  from  Babylon  by  kaffc  of  kinp 
Their  lords,  whom  God  dispoaU,  tbb  home  of  God 
They  first  re-edify,  and  for  a  while  SM 

In  mean  estate  live  moderate,  till  grown 
In  wealth  and  multitude,  factions  they  fpnr; 
But  first  among  the  priests  diwrnsion  ipfiqpi 
Men  who  attend  the  altar,  and  should  most 
Endeavor  peace :  their  strife  poUntiQa  hriiigi 
Upon  the  temple*  itself:  at  last  they  aeiie      » 
The  sceptre,  and  regard  not  David's  sons, 
Then  lose  it  to  a  stranger,  that  the  true 
Anointed  king  Messiah  might  be  bom 
Barr'd  of  his  right ;  yet  at  his  birth  a  star       860 
Unseen  before  in  Heav'n  proclaims  him  come, 
And  guides  the  eastern  Sag^  who  inquire 
His  place,  to  offer  incense,  myrrh,  and  gold; 
His  place  of  birth  a  solemn  Angel  tells 
To  simple  shepherds,  keeping  watch  by  night; 
They  gladly  hither  haste,  and  by  a  quire 
Of  squadron*d  Angels  hear  his  carol  sung. 
A  virgin  is  his  mother,  but  his  sire 
The  power  of  the  Most  High;  he  shall  ascend 
7'he  throne  hereditary,  and  bound  his  reign    370 
With  earth's  widebouiv&&)Yd%^lotY  with  the  HeavVa. 
ifc  ceas'd,  ditcennn^  Kiiam  Niv^iai^*^ 
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SurchargM,  as  had  Vke  grief  been  dew'd  in  tears, 
Without  the  vent  of  words,  which  these  he  breathM : 

O  Prophet  of  glad  tidings,  finisher 
Of  utmost  hope !  now  clear  I  understand 
What  oft  my  steadiest  thoughts  have  searchM  in  vain ; 
Why  our  great  expectation  should  be  call'd 
The  Seed  of  Woman :  Virgin  Mother,  hail. 
High  in  the  love  of  Heav*n,  yet  from  my  loins  380 
Thou  shalt  proceed,  and  from  thy  womb  the  Son 
Of  God  most  High ;  so  God  with  Man  unites. 
Needs  must  the  serpent  now  his  capital  bruise 
Expect  with  mortal  pain :  say  where  and  when 
Their  fight,  what  stroke  shall  bruise  the  victor's  heel  ? 

To  whom  thus  Michael :  Dream  not  of  their  fight. 
As  of  a  duel,  or  the  local  wounds 
Of  head  or  heel :  not  therefore  joins  the  Son 
Manhood  to  God-head,  with  more  strength  to  foil 
Thy  enemy;  nor  so  is  overcome  390 

Satan,  whose  fadl  linom  Heav*n,  a  deadlier  bruise, 
Disabled  not  to  give  thee  thy  death's  wound : 
Which  he,  who  comes  thy  Saviour,  shall  rccurC| 
Not  by  destroying  Satan,  but  his  works 
In  thee  and  in  thy  seed :  nor  can  this  be 
But  by  fulfilling  that  which  thou  didst  want, 
Obedience  to  the  law  of  Qod,  imposed 
On  penalty  of  death,  and  suffering  death. 
The  penalty  to  thy  transgresnon  due. 
And  dne  to  theirs  which  out  of  thine  will  grow : 
fJo  only  can  high  justice  Ttst  i^\md.  *w^V 

Jhc  law  of  God  cxwi  \«  ^YiaJWoX^ 
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Both  by  obedience  and  hy  lovc»  though  love 

Alone  fulfil  the  law ;  thy  punishment 

He  shall  endure  by  coming  in  the  flesh 

To  a  reproachful  life  and  cursed  death, 

Proclaiming  life  to  all  who  shall  believe 

In  his  redemption,  and  that  his  obedience 

Imputed  becomes  theirs  by  faith,  his  merits 

To  save  them,  not  their  own,  though  legal  works. 

For  this  he  shall  live  hated,  be  blasphem'd,    411 

Seiz*d  on  by  force,  judg'd,  and  to  death  condemned 

A  shameful  and  accursM,  nail'd  to  the  cross 

By  his  own  nation,  slain  for  brining  life; 

But  to  the  cross  he  nails  thy  enemies. 

The  law  that  is  against  thee,  and  the  sins 

Of  all  mankind,  with  him  there  crucify'd. 

Never  to  hurt  them  more  who  rightly  trust 

In  this  his  satisfaction;  so  he  dies, 

But  soon  revives;  Death  over  him  no  power  430 

Shall  long  usurp  ;  ere  the  third  dawning  light 

Return,  the  stars  of  mom  shall  see  him  rise 

Out  of  his  grave,  fresh  as  the  dawning  light 

Thy  ransom  paid,  which  man  from  death  redeems, 

His  death  for  man,  as  many  as  oSer'd  life 

Neglect  not,  and  the  benefit  embrace 

By  faith  not  void  of  works:  this  God-like  act 

Annuls  thy  doom,  the  death  thou  shouldsthave  dy'd, 

In  sin  for  ever  lost  from  life ;  this  act 

Shi^ll  bruise  the  V\<i^d.  oC  Satan,  crush  his  strength, 

Dc featin g  sin  asvd  ^^\.Vi,  V\i  \>»sci  Toaxt^  -iKvas*^    431 

Aod  fix  fax  dce^i  \u  VA%V«^>i!x^\^  ^xva;^ 
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Than  tenip*ral  death  shall  bruise  the  victor's  hcelj 
Or  theirs  >rhom  he  redeems,  a  death-like  sleep, 
A  gentle  waTfing  to  immortal  life.   ' 
Nor  after  resurrection  shall  he  stay 
Longer  on  earth  than  certain  times  to'  appear 
To  his  disciples,  men  who  in  his  life 
Still  follow*d  him ;  to  them  shall  leave  in  charge 
To  teach  all  nations  what  of  him  they  leam'd  440 
And  his  salvation,  them  who  shall  believe 
Baptizing  in  the  profluent  stream,  the  sign 
Of  washing  them  from  guilt  of  sin  to  life 
Pure,  and  in  mmd  prepar'd,  if  so  befal. 
For  death,  like  that  which  the  Redeemer  dy'd. 
All  nations  they  shall  teach ;  for  from  that  day 
Not  only  to  the  sons  of  Abraham's  loins 
Salvation  shall  be  preached,  but  to  the  sons 
Of  Abraham's  faith  wherever  through  the  world ; 
So  in  his  seed  all  nations  shall  be  blest.  450 

Then  to  the  Hcav'n  of  Heav'ns  he  shall  ascend 
With  victory,  triumphing  through  the  air 
Over  his  foes  and  thine ;  there  shall  surprise 
The  Serpent,  prince  of  air,  and  drag  in  chains 
Through  all  his  realm,  and  there  confounded  leave; 
Then  enter  inta  glory,  and  resume 
His  seat  at  God's  right  hand,  exalted  high 
Above  all  names  in  Heav'n;  and  thence  shall  come, 
When  this  world's  dissolution  shall  be  ripe, 
With  glory*  and  power  to  judge  both  quick  and  dead, 
To  judge  th'  unfaithful  dead,  Wl  Vo  '«n;^\^    ^^ 
His  /aitMii,  and  xtcttvt  them  isk\»\^v&> 
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Whether  in  Heav*!!  or  Earth,  for  then  the  Earth 
Shall  all  be  Paradise,  far  happier  place 
Than  this  of  Eden,  and  far  happier  days. 

So  spake  th'  Arch-ahgel  Michael,  then  paus*!l, 
As  at  the  world's  great  period;  and  our  sire 
Replete  u'ith  joy  and  wonder  thus  reply'd : 

O  Goodness  infinite,  Goodness  immense ! 
That  all  this  good  of  evil  shall  produce.  470 

And  evil  turn  to  good;  more  wonderful 
Than  that  which  by  creation  first  brought  forth 
Light  out  of  darkness !  full  of  doubt  I  stand, 
Whether  I  should  repent  faie  now  of  ^in 
By  me  done  and  occasion'd,  or  rejoice  .       [spiing, 
Much  more,  that  much  more  good  thereof  shall 
To  God  more  glory,  more  good-will  to  men 
From  God,  and  over  wrath  grace  shall  abound. 
Bat  say,  if  our  Deliverer  up  to  Heav'n 
Must  reascend,  what  will  betide  the  few  4 SO 

His  fauhful,  left  among  th*  uqfaithful  herd, 
The  enemies  of  truth  ?  who  then  shall  guide 
His  people,  who  defend  ?  will  they  not  deal 
Worse  with  his  follower?  than  with  him  they  dealt  r 

Be  sure  they  will,  said  th'  Angel ;  but  from  Heav'a 
He  to  his  own  a  Comforter  will  send, 
The  promise  of  t!ie  Father,  who  shall  dwell 
His  Spi'rit  within  them,  and  the  law  of  faith 
Working  through  lovc,  upou  their  hearts  shall  write, 
To  guide  them  in  all  truth,  and  also  arm         490 
Wiih  spiiitvial  armor,  ^^ci\(!,-\ci  resist 
Satan's  assaults,  -d'Ad  c^\t'!\c\v\{v^^^\-^  ^-wx^^ 
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What  man  can  do  against  them,  not  afraid, 

Though  to  the  death,  against  such  cruelties. 

With  inward  consolations  recompens'd, 

And  oft  supported  so  as.  shall  amaz^ 

Their  proudest  persecutors:  for  the  Spirit 

Pour*d  first  on  his  Apostles,  whom  he  sends 

To'  evangelize  the  nations,  then  on  all 

Baptiz'd,  shall  then  with  wondrous  gifts  indue  500 

To  speak  all  tongues*  and  do  all  miracles, 

As  did  their  Lord  before  them.     Thus  they  win 

Great  numbers  of  each  nation  to  receive 

With  joy  tha  tidings  brought  from  Heav'n :  at  length 

Their  ministry  pcrform'd,  and  race  well  run. 

Their  doctrine  and  their  story  written  left. 

They  die ;  but  in  their  room,  as  they  forewarn. 

Wolves  shall  succeed  for  teacbets,  grievous  wolves. 

Who  all  the  ^cred  mysteries  of  Heav'n 

To  their  own  vile  advantages  shall  turn  510 

Of  lucre  and  ambition,  and  the  truth 

With  superstitions  and  traditions  taint, 

Left  only  in  thqse  written  records  pure. 

Though  not  but  by  the  Spirit  understood. 

Then  shall  they  seek  to'  avail  themselves  of  names. 

Places,  and  titles,  and  with  these  to  join 

Secular  power;  though  feigning  still  to  aqt 

By  ^iritual,  to  themselves  appropriating 

I'he  Spi'rit  of  God,  promis'd  alikf  and  given 

To  all  believers;  and  firom  that  praitence,       520 

Spiritual  laws  by  carnal  power  shall  {o\ct. 

On  every  conscience  i  laws  w\i\cVi  uoti^  CkjS^Sx^" 


f  1 0  » Aft  Ao  m  'M>wi '      JM  XA 

I^diimi«c(U*4,or«liil*«irlfiMfrid^  • 
Shall  00  ihehnitM^gnm.  Mfkuwill'ibiyAii 
Bat  feice  dM  8pMt4if  GfMfeMK  «a4M- '' 
His  comort  Libeity?  tiktt.  liar  mWH    ••* 

HU  UTiDg  tnpH  teih  ^  Mb  «>  Mdl  :    ' 
Their  own  &ilh  not  anoikii^  ?  for  «■ 
Who  ig^t  &idi  Md  cowdcKs  CM  hf 
Infiaiible  r  ^  MPf  vlU  rkcMMc' 
Whence  jicwy  peWioCTitiott  ihril  arfife    * 
Oft  all  wIm>  in  die  worthy  pei>«MMi  ^'- 

Ofspi*rititadtradi;  theiotp 
Tvill  deem  n  ontmra  im 
Religion  madfAi  Tkndi  Aall 
Bestuck  with  tland'roiu  dartt,  and  woritf  of  Uh 
Rarely  be  (bund:  to  shall  the  worid  go  on. 
To  good  idalignam,  to  bad  men  benigoy 
Under  her  own  weight  groaning,  till  the  day 
Appear  of  respiration  to  the  just^  541 

And  vengeance  to  the  wicked,  at  return  ' 
Of  him  so  lately  promised  to  thy  aid 
The  Woman's  Seed,  obscurely  then  foretold. 
Now  ampler  known  thy  Saviour  and  thy  Lord, 
Last  in  the  clouds  from  Heav'n  to  be  reveal'd 
In  glory  of  the  Father,  to  dissolve 
Satan  with  his  perverted  world,  then  raise 
From  the  conflagrant  mass,  purgM  and  refin'd, 
New  Heav'ns,  new  Earth,  ages  of  endless  date 
Founded  in  ti^Vite^^Msness  and  peace,  and  love,  bi 
I'o  bring  Coixii  lt\ivx.\,Yy|  ^so^  eteTOflik.VC\«k. 
He  ended;  Midi3w]A  Mas».NaaxwJ«^V. 
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How  soon  hath  thy  prediction,  Sccr  hlcit, 
Mcasur'd  this  transient  world,  tho  rice  of  time, 
Till  time  stand  fix'd?  beyond  is  all  abyss, 
Eternity,  whose  end  no  eye  can  reach. 
Greatly  instructed  I  shall  hence  depart. 
Greatly  in  peace  of  thought,  and  have  my  fill 
Of  knowledge,  what  this  vessel  can  contain ; 
3eyond  which  was  my  folly  to  aspire.  560 

Henceforth  I  learn,  that  to  obey  is  best, 
And  love  with  fear  the  only  God,  to  walk 
As  in  his  presence,  ever  to  obser\'e 
His  providence,  and  on  him  sole  depend. 
Merciful  over  all  his  works,  with  good 
Still  overcoming  evil,  and  by  small 
Accomplishing  great  things,  by  things  deem*d  weak 
Subverting  worldly  strong,  and  worldly  wise 
By  simply  meek :  that  suffering  for  truth's  sake 
Is  fortitude  to  highest  victory,  '  570 

And  to  the  faithful  death  the  gate  of  life ; 
I'aught  this  by  his  example  whom  I  now 
Acknowledge  my  Redeemer  ever  blest. 

To  whom  thus  also  ih*  Angel  last  reply'd : 
This  having  Icam'd,  thou  hast  attained  the  sum 
Of  wisdom;  hope  no  high'er,  though  all  the  stars 
Thou  knew*st  by  name,  and  all  th'  ethereal  powers, 
All  secrets  of  the  deep,  all  Nature's  works. 
Or  works  of  God  in  Heav'n,  air,  earth,  or  sea, 
And  all  the  riches  of  this  world  enjoy'dst,       5^0 
Awd  ail  the  rule,  one  empire;  owVj  ^^^ 
Z>cedi  to  thy  ijiowledge  an^Nfcia^At,  ^^\^"»'^'» 

s  2 
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Add  virtue,  patience,  tcmperaiice,  add  lovC) 
By  mae'lO  come  call'd  Charily,  ihe  sotd 
Ofallthejresi:  ihcn  will  ihou  not  be  iMlk 
To  leive  lliij  Paradiie,  faui  diali  paucsi    ' 
A  PandiM  wiihin  ihcc,  happier  far.        ' 
Let  u  dmMnd  now  ihcrcfore  from  ihii  lop 
Of  ipecnlMioii ;  for  ihc  hour  precise 
Bate 
Byn 
Tbein 

We  tuiftotmnttimfi  m'wdiM  Ewf. 

Portendii^  good)  and  all  ttei  tp'riti  eompai'd 
To  inc«k  nibmimen  i  thou  it  kuwi  fit 
Let  her  w!th  thee  partakd  what  thou  h«  heard, 
Chic&y  what  at<r  coocem  her  faith  to  htwv. 
The  great  delivcnoce  by  her  Ked  to  come      600 
(F«r  by  the  woman'*  icad]  on  all  mankiad: 
That  yc  may  live,  which  will  be  mutfbyt, 
Boih  in  one  faith  unanimoiu  though  fad. 
With  cauie  far  cvili  past,  yet  much  more  cfacct'd . 
With  meditation  on  the  happy  end- 
He  ended,  and  they  both  detcend  the  hill  t 
Detccnded,  Adam  lo  the  bower  where  Esc 
Lay  sleeping  ran  before,  but  found  her  wak'd; 
And  thus  with  wordt  not  >ad  ihe  him  nceiv'd: 
Whence  thQuietitn*u,uAii\niua'v«ai,'it  I  know; 

For  God  ii  also"  ia  rt«?i  ''^  fcwnn  ^Vwt,  (i\N. 

Which  be  h»ib  kw  ^io^vv^o**,  wwwi  v».  ij«A. 
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^resaging,  since  with  sorrow*  and  heart's  distress 
rVearied  I  fell  asleep :  but  now  lead  on» 
n  me  is  no  delay;  with  chee  to  go, 
s  to  stay  here ;  without  thee  here  ta  stay, 
s  to  go  hence  unwilling;  thou  to  me 
Kit  all  thingi  under  Heav'n,  all  palaces  thou^ 
A^o  for  my  wilful  crime  art  banished  hence* 
This  further  consolation  yet  secure  620 

carry  hence ;  though  all  by  me  is  lost, 
»uch  favor  I  unworthy  am  vouchsafed, 
\y  me  the  promb'd  Seed  shall  til  restore. 

So  spake  our  mother  Eve,  and  Adam  heard 
A^ell  pleas'd,  but  answer'd  not ;  for  now  too  nigh 
rh'  Arch-angel  stood,  aad  from  the.  other  hill 
To  their  fix*d  station,  all  in  bright  array 
The  cherubim  descended ;  on  the  ground 
sliding  meteorous,  as  evening  mist 
lis'n  from  a  river  o*er  the  marish  glides,        63Q 
^nd  gathers  ground  fast  at  the  lab'rer's  heel 
lomeward  returning.     High  in  front  advancM 
The  brandish'd  sword  of  God  before  them  blazM 
■aerce  as  a  comet;  which  with  torrid  heat, 
V.nd  vapor  as  the  Lybian  air  adust, 
legan  to  parch  that  tcmp'rate  clime;  whereat 
n  either  hand  the  hast*n>ng  Angel  caught 
)ur  lingering  Parents,  and  tp  the  eastern  gate 
^ed  them  direct,  and  down  the  cliff  as  fast 
^o  the  subjected  plain;  then  disappear'd.        649 
^hcy  iooking  back,  all  0\'  ea&\tiTv  i\^^\s^^^ 
IF9ni$i€t  so  late  ihcit  Yisf^f'j  «cix^ 


Wiv'd  over  hy  ihat  flaming  brand,  ihe  ptc 
Wilh  dicadful  facci  tbrong'il  and  iivry  aiuit; 
Some  natural  teats  ihey  dropi,  but  wJp'd  them  WMi 
The  world  was  lit  before  ihcm,  where  to  chooic 
Thcii  place  of  rest,  and  Providence  their  jpiide. 
They  hand  in  band,  viih  waiid'ring  iKpi  and  ilov. 
Through  Eden  took  their  toliuiy  wa)*.  649 
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